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IV  PREFACB. 

T^hcre  are,  I  know,  perfons  of  a  diiferent  opinion  ;  anc} 
who  imagine  that  the  felicity  of  an  iiidividuaU^and  of  a 
nation/ depeipds  principally  on  riches,  without  enquiring  by 
what  means  thofe  riches  are  acquired,  or  in  what  manner 
they  are  improved.  •  If  any  perfep  who  is  rivetted  to  fucl^ 
an  opinion,  fliould  take  up  this  book,  I  think  it  but  fair 
to  tell  him,  he  may  almoft  as  well  lay  it  down  again  ^'  as 
there  is  little  in  it  to  afford  him  either  fatisfadion  or  con« 
viftion.  But,  as  the  friend  of  that  man,  I  cannot  helpf 
cameftiy  perfuading  him  ferioufly  to  reAcSt ;  whether, 
while  his  mind  is  under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  fent^imenf, 
he  deferves  to  be  called  either  a  Britoi^,  or  a  Chris- 
tian ;  or  whether  he  is  not  the  enemy  of  Liberty,  of 
Truth,  of  Virtue,  of  Goodnefs,  of  God  himself  ! 

I  am  fearful  that  feveral  of  my  fentiments,  as  well  as 
the  nianner  in  which  I  have  exprefled  them,  may  not  be 
agreeable  to  fome  perlbns  I  cordially  efteem.  I  muft,  there- 
fore, requeft  them  riot  only  to  read,  but  to  paufe,  to  rc- 
BeSt  with  impartiality,  before  they  oenfure.  I  truft  I  pof- 
fefs  a  mind  open  to  convidion,  and  that  I  (hall  efteem  the 
.  0ian  who  will  endeavour, -with  candour,  to  convince  me 
of  my  miftakes,  MY  friend.  Should  anyone  honour  me 
with  public  notice,  I  hope,  however  engaged  in  the  com- 
mon concerns  of  life,  to  be  ab)e,  as  I  am  fure  I  Ihall  bq 
willing,  to  defend  or  to  give  up  any  thing  that  I  have  writ- 
ten.  This  is  nothing  more  than  my  duty.  When  a  man 
prefumes  to  addrefs  the  public,  and  at  the  fame  time  dc- 
Clares  his  determination  not  to  reply  to  any  thing  that  may- 
be faid  to  him,  fuch  a  declaration  might  be  confidered  as  aa 
unpardonable  infuk,  were  it  not  a  fort  of  acknowledge 
mcnt  of  die  weaknefs  of  the  writer,  or  of  the  weaknefs  of 
Ins  caufe ;  prabaUy  of  both. 

I  fliouId  be  very  unhappy,  if  what  I  have  now  faid,; 
flxouU  be  confidesed  as  throwing  down  the  gauntlet,  or 
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challenging  aay  one  to  meet  ine  in  the  unplea£^t,  thou^ 
fooietimea  unavoidable  field  of  cpntroveriy.  {  therefoxe 
declare,  that  if  any  qne  things  proper  to  attack  tot,  it 
muft  be  on  my  own  ground.  I  am  not  refponfible  for  the 
opinions  of  other  writers,  who  may  have  taken  up  their  pens 
in  defence  of  the  jFrench  Revolution.  Should  any  perfon^ 
therefore  charge  me  wjth  being  a  lepublicani  or  an  enemy 
to  pur  EXCELLENT  CONSTITUTION:  Should  he  infiiui- 
ate  that  my  defign  is  to  lap  the  foiffidation$  of  religion,  or 
government ;  or  to  introduce  anarchy  and  confufion  in  this 
kingdom:  (hould  he  take  up  the  lad  defperate  weapons  of 
^  defperate  caufe,  perfonal  caluniny  and  abufe ;  he  may  reft 
afluredi  that  fuch  condud  will  qnly  excite  fp  me  the  fdent 
emotions  of  coi^tempt,  or  nether  of  pity.  My  time  is  tM 
valuable;  mydifpofition  is  too  placid;  and  though  leaner 
not  boaft,  yet  I  hope  I  have  within  me  too  much  of  the 
natural  dignity,  the  fterling  nQl)iIity  of  human  nat^re,  ftill 
more  ennobled  by  Chriftianity,  to  pem^it  me  to.,  (loop  to 
take  up  thofe  defpicable  weapons  which  me  never  reforted 
fo  but  as  the  laft  refource  of  yan^uiflied  ailment :  or  tq 
pig^gc  i^  the  hoitid  fray  of  railing  for  railing. 

When  I  comrnitted  the  firft  part  of  this  work  to  the  prels, 
could  I  have  imagined  it  wouici  have  fwelled  to  its  prefent 
fize,  I  ihould  probajbly  have  fo  far  altered  my  plaq,  a^  tp 
have  omitted  the  copy  of  the  French  Conftitution :  And  yet 
I  have  fo  frequently  referred  to  it,  as  to  render  the  infertioi^ 
almoft  ncceflkry.  I  can  truly  fay,  that  1^  have  facrificed 
pecuniary  conijderations,  to  what  I  judged  would  moft  ac- 
cord with  the  inclinations  of  nay  readers. 
^  As  to  the  Ityle  of  this  work-^rBut  here  I  would  be  entirely 
fllent,  was  I  not  confciou?  that  every  one  of  my  readers 
will  too  foon  perceive  fuch  imperfeftions,  as  to  pronounce 
me  deficient  Iq  that  refpeft  I  owe  the  public,  if  I  negleft- 
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cd  to  offitr  fome  apology.  Mj  hope  is,  that  as  my  preten- 
fions  are  humble,  candour  will  aflbciate  with  criticifm,  to 
prevent  her  firom  being  fevere.  This  performance  is  no- 
thing more  than  the  honed  language,  of  a  phin  man,  en- 
gaged in  a  good  caufe,  and  feeling  its  importance.  If  I 
have  been  lb  happy  as  to  render  myfdf  well  underftood,  and 
Tbavc  all,  fliould  what  I  have  written  awaken  any  of  my 
countrymen  to  a  proper  confideration  of  thoie  interefts 
which  mod  materially  concern  them,  my  ambition  will  be 
gratified,  and  I  (ball  feel  that  fatisfaAion  which  nothing  can 
ever  take  away, 

B.  F. 

March t  '792* 
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INTRODUCTORY  OBSERVATIONS. 

'  i"-  aaaaassasaat 

OF  iall  the  events  which  have  taken  place 
in  the  world  fince  the  introdudlion  of 
Chriftianity,  there  is  no  one,  perhaps,  which 
has  been  more  unexpedled^  more  aftonifti- 
ing,  or  more  worthy  the  attention  of  man- 
kind, than  the  late  Revolution  in  France. 
When  we  confider  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  accomplilhed,  the  efFedts  it  has^ 
already  produced,  and  the  much  greater 
efFe6ls  which  it  probably  will  produce,  not 
only  throughout  the  French  empire,  but  in 
the  courfe  of  time  throughout  the  world ; 
we  may  fafely  aflert,  that  it  demands  the 
very  ferious  confideration  of  every  friend 
to  thofe  bejft  interefts  of  mankind.  Truth 
and  Liberty. 

Upwards  of  two  years  have  elapfed  fince 
this  great  event  commenced,  during  which 
period,  the  National  Affembly  have  been 
daily,  and  almoft  hourly  employed,  in  abo- 
lilhing  the  abufes  of  the  old  government, 
and  in  forming  a  conftitution  on  the  juft 
B  tights 
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rights  of  man  ;  a  conftitution  intended  for 
the  benefit,  not  of  the  few,  but  of  the  many; 
not  for  one  man,  or  one  clafs  of  men  ;  but 
for  the  whole  body  politic,  from  the  King 
upon  the  throne,  to  the  peafant  in  the  cot- 
tage. 

Solus  populi  fuprema  eji  lex y  is  the  fenti* 
ment  which  has  been  engraven  on  the 
hearts  of  the  French  legidators.  Their  de- 
crees are  publilhed  to  the  world,  and  they 
may  challenge  the  bittereft  of  their  ene- 
mies, to  point  out  any  which  are  calculated 
to  advance  the  private  intereft  of  indivir 
duals,  at  the  expence  of  the  public  good. 
This  is  the  principal  reafon  of  the  oppo- 
fition  which  has  been  fhewn  to  their  pro- 
ceedings in  their  own  country,  and  of  the 
diflike  and  abhorrence  which  they  have 
excited  in  other  countries  in  the  minds  of 
ftatefmen  ;  for  it  is  an  obfervation,  not  more 
melancholy  than  true,  that  the  purer  any 
fyftem,  either  of  religion  or  government, 
is  in  its  principles,  the  more  will  it  be  dif- 
liked,  detefted,  and  oppofed,  by  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  mankind.  Though  its  fup- 
porters  and  admirers  may  be  afluated  by 
the  beft  of  motives  ;  though  they  may  have 
no  intereft  in  view,  diftiniSt  from  that  of 
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their  fellow-creatures,  they  will  be  fure  to 
be  defpifed  and  vilified.  This  has  been 
the  cafe  in  thofe  revohitions,  which  have 
proved  the  greateft  bleflings  to  mankind. 

When  Chriftianity  was  introduced  into 
the  world;  a  fyftem,  the  principles  of  which 
were  proclaimed  by  the  angelic  choir,  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highejl ;  peace  on  earthy  good- 
"Will  towards  men ;  a  fyftem,  the  defign  of 
which  was  to  redeem  mankind  from  flavery, 
vice,  and  wretchednefs ;  what  was  the  lan- 
guage, and  what  was  the  condu6l  of  the 
rulers  in  Church  and  State  of  that  day? 
They  charged  the  benevolent  author  of  it 
with  fedition,  withjiirring  up  the  people y  with 
being  an  enemy  to  the  civil  government ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  falfity  of  thefe  charges 
tliey  prevailed  (the  priefls  in  particular, 
by  their  inflammatory  difcourfes)  on  the 
high  church  mob  of  that  day,  to  crucify  the 
beft  friend  to  the  human  race  which  ever 
appeared  on  this  globe.  His  difciples,  who 
with  undaunted  courage,  publifhed  the  truth 
after  his  death,  met  with  treatment  fimilar  to 
that  of  their  matter.  They  were  charg- 
ed as  men  who  wanted  to  turn  the  world  up-- 
fide  down  ;  the  C\\x\^\?infedt  was  everywhere 
fpoken  againfi;  and  whoever  will  attend  to 
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what  was  then  faid  of  thofe  primitive  re- 
formers of  mankind,  will  find  it  very  fimi- 
lar  to  the  language  now  iifed  againft  the 
reformers  in  France,  as  well  as  againft  their 
admirers  in  other  countries. 

But  the  progrefs  of  Truth,  though  flow, 
is  certain.  The  light  of  Chriftianity, 
however  it  may  have  been  obfcured,  more 
indeed  by  its  friends  than  by  its  enemies, 
has  never  been,  and  never  will  be  extin- 
guiflied. 

From  the  introdu6lion  of  this  fyftem, 
let  us  turn  our  eyes  for  a  moment  to  that 
great  event,  commonly  termed  the  Refor- 
mation, which  took  place  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  the  leading  defign  of  which  was, 
the  reft  oration  of  the  rights  of  confcience, 
and  the  recovery  of  religious  liberty.  What 
oppofition  did  it  not  meet  with  from  popes, 
from  cardinals,  from  biftiops,  and  from  the 
major  part  of  the  clergy,  wherever  it  was 
introduced!  Perfecution  in  all  its  horrid 
forms,  was  made  ufe  of,  to  prevent  the 
reformation  of  thofe  corrupt  religious  efta- 
tliftiments,  which  then  overfpread  the 
world.  Although  this  reformation  was  a 
morning  with  clouds,  yet  the  fun,  which 
then  appeared,  has  been  gradually  fpread- 

ing 
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ing  its  light  ever  fince :  and  to  the  inexpref- 
fible  joy  of  the  friends  to  mankind,  has 
burft  forth  with  renewed  fplendour,  on 
twenty-five  millions  of  the  human  race, 
who  are  now  feeling  its  illuminating  and 
cheering  influences ;  and  we  doubt  mot,  but 
that  like  its  glorious  reprefentative,  the 
fun  in  the  firmament,  its  light  will  in  due 
time  fpread  over  the  whole  world,  and  that 
ell  msirikind  will  be  happy  in  experiencing 
its  glorious  effecls. 

A  fyftem,  however,  like  the  French  Con- 
ftitution,  that  levels  at  once  the  corrupt 
prqudices  with  which  the  world  has  long 
been  overcaft  ;  which  annihilates  defpotifm ; 
which  raifes  the  depreffed  part  of  mankind  ; 
which  breaks  the  fetters  of  flavery,  both 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical ;  which  renounces 
thofe  horrid  principles  of  a<Stion  that  have 
made  nearly  one  half  of  the  world  at  war 
with  the  other ;  which  has  purified  the 
church  from  thofe  corrupt  innovations  that 
infefted  it  for  more  th:m  a  thoufand 
years  paft  ; — It  is  no  wonder  that  a  confti* 
tution,  founded  on  fuch  principles,  ihould 
have  been  difliked  by  the  defpots  of  the 
earth,  or  that  they  ftiould  burn  with  in- 
dignation at  beholding  fuch  an  event.    But 

there 
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there  is  one  refledlion  that  forces  itfelf  oti 
the  mind  of  the  writer,  and  which  he 
doubts  not  has  frequently  been  excited  in 
the  minds  of  his  readers,  a  reflection  that 
rouft  give  peculiar  pain  to  every  friend  to 
mankind  ;  namely,  that  in  a  nation  hither *« 
to  diftinguiflied  from  furrounding  nations, 
by  the  principles  of  freedom  on  which  its 
conftitution  is  founded  ;  and  which,  though 
but  partially  and  imperfe6tly  a6ted  upon, 
have  produced  fo  many  happy  effedls  ;  that 
in  Great  Britain  we  fhould  find  enemies 
to  the  French,  becaufe  they  have  followed 
the  example  of  our  anceftors ; — ^That  Britons 
(hould  repine,  becaufe  their  neighbours  have 
imbibed  the  fpirit  of  our  beft  political 
writers  j — ^that  they  Ihould  join  the  league 
of  tyrants  in  exclaiming  againft  a  conftitu- 
tion which  has  more  freedom  in  it  than 
their  own ;— This  is  a  fadl  almoft  as  furprir- 
ing  as  the  revolution  itfelf ;  and  whidi,  had 
it  been  foretold  a  few  years  fmce,  would 
have  been  equally  dilbelieved.  One  of  our 
beft  modern  poets  when  fondly  imagining 
an  event  which  has  fince  taken  place  in 
France,  the  deftrudlion  of  the  Baftile,  could 
not  help  breaking  forth  on  the  occafion,  in 

language 
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language  which  fhews  that  his  feelings  are 
as  pure  as  his  abilities  are  fhining. 

"Ye  horrid  towers,  th'  abode  of  broken  hearts  ! 

**  Ye  dungeons  and  ye  cages  of  defpair  ! 

**  There's  not  an  Engl.Ih  heart  that  would  not  leap, 

**  To  hear  that  ye  were  fallen  at  laft — to  know 

*'  f  hat  even  our  enemies,  fo  oft  employed 

*'  In  forging  chains  for  us,  themfelves  were  free!*'* 

But  what  would  have  been  the  furprife  of  the 
above  writer,  had  any  friend,  on  looking 
over  him,  thus  addrefled  him  :  "  Your  wi(h 
refpe6ting  the  French  empire  will  fhortly 
be  accomplifhed :  the  people  will  be  free  ; 
the  horrid  towers  of  the  Baftille  will  fall, 
and  its  dungeons,  its  cages  of  defpair,  will 
foon  be  deftroyed :  but  you  are  miftaken 
in  fuppofmg  that  fuch  an  event  will  infpire 
the  hearts  of  your  countrymen  with  joy ; 
many  of  them  will  mourn  on  the  occafion. 
One  of  them  in  particular,  to  your  furprife, 
ap  well  as  that  of  many  others,  will  charge 
the  French  with  guilt,  for  daring  to  break 
their  chains  ;  he  will  fingle  out,  as  one  of 
their  capital  crimes,  the  demolition  of  the 
Baftille  :  he  will  raiifack  language  for  every 
term  of  abufe  againft  thofe  new-born  fons 

*  Cowpcr's  Taflc.  Book  v. 
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of  freedom :  yea,  he  will  be  fo  "  exceedr 
ingly  mad  againft  them,"  as  to  invite  even 
his  Sovereign,  who  has  gloried  in  the  name  of 
Briton  *,  to  join  the  fovereigns  of  Europe, 
to  fubdue  the  efforts  of  the  Fr«ich  in  efta- 
blifhing  their  freedom,  and  to  forge  anew 
thofe  chains  which  they  will  break  in  pieces ; 
who  will  give  this  advice,  although  he 
knows  a  deluge  of  blood  muft  be  the  con- 
fequence,  Ihould  it  be  followed -f/'  Had 
any  one  thus  addreffed  the  poet,  what 
muft  have  been  his  aftonifhment  on  the 
occafion ! 

Britons,  however,  in  general  it  is  hoped, 
have  not  fo  degenerated  from  the  princi- 
ples of  their  anceftors,  as  to  be  led  away 
by  fuch  wild  and  wicked  fuggeftions,  as 
they  have  lately  been  infulted  with  by  Mr. 
Burke  in  particular,  not  to  mention  other 
writers,  who  have  firft  mifreprefented,  and 
then  abufed  the  French  nation.  It  is  hoped 
we  have  fenfe  and  honefty  enough  to  read, 
examine,  and  judge  for  ourfelves  ;  and  that 
if  we  find  the  French  have  made  greater 
progrefs  in  Truth  and  Liberty  than  we 

♦  See  his  Majefty's  Speech  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne. 
t  Mr.  Burke's  Second  Letter. 

have. 
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have,  we  fhall  think  it  our  duty  to  learn 
from  their  example,  as  they  undoubt^y 
have  from  the  example  of  our  forefathers. . 
To  afford  his  countr3rmen  fome  affiftance 
in  their  enquiries  on  this  important  fubje6t, 
is  the  defign  of  the  writer  who  now  takes 
the  liberty  of  addrefling  them.  The  Na- 
tional Affembly  of  France  have  accompliftied 
their  great  work ;  the  labours  of  its  members 
are  terminated.  They  have  proved  true  to 
their  truft,  and  to  their  oaths.  The  con- 
ftitution  is  finilhed.  It  has  been  accepted^ 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by  the  King, 
who  is  bound  by  every  tie,  which  grati- 
tude or  intereft  can  fugged,  to  maintain 
and  fupport  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  poWer. 
It  has  been  foleinnly  proclaimed  in  every 
city  and  town  throughout  France,  and  it 
can  only  be  altered  by  a  new  affembly, 
chofen  by  the  people  at  large  for  that  ex- 
prefs  purpofe.  That  conftitution  is  pre- 
fented  to  the  Reader,  who  is  requefted  care- 
fully to  perufe  it.  Many  of  its  articles 
have  been  already  publiflied  at  different 
times,  as  they  were  decreed;  but  fome 
have  been  forgotten,  others  have  been  mif- 
reprefented,  fome  have  undergone  altera-- 

tion ;  and  uotil  the  late  revifion  by  the  af- 
fembly. 
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fembly,  and  the  acceptation  of  the  King,  it 
was  uncertain  what  decrees  would  have 
been  deemed  conftitutionaL  This  import- 
ant work  having  beei^  concluded,  every 
one  may  now  refer  to  what  the  French 
confider  their  Magna  Charta,  their  Declara^ 
tim  of  RightSy  their  Conjiitution  ;  of  which  no 
power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  deprive 
them. 

In  the  remarks  which  follow,  it  will 
ibon  be  perceived  by  the  Reader,  that  it  is 
not  the  defign  of  the  Author  to  enter  large- 
ly into  the  nature  of  the  French  Conftitu- 
tion,  to  delineate  its  various  excellencies,  or 
to  critidfe  its  apprehended  defe6ls.  He 
has  purpofely  avoided  all  abftradl  fpecu- 
lations  on  the  nature,  advantages,  or  difad- 
vantages  of  different  governments,  whether 
monarchial,  ariftocratical,  or  republican. 
He  has  only  mentioned  the  legiflative  de- 
crees of  the  National  Aflembly,  fo  far  as 
they  were  neceflary  to  illuftrate  his  fenti- 
ments.  Many  able  writers  have  difcufled 
thefe  fubjedlsj  and  many  more  will  difcufs 
them.  Time  and  experience  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of  many 
of.  the  internal  parts  of  the  new  govern- 
ment.   The  National  Aflembly  have  done 

much 
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much  in  laying  an  excellent  foundation ; 
but  in  ere6ling  the  fuperftru6lure,  they  have 
been  compelled  to  try  new  methods,  and  to 
proceed  in  a  manner  for  which  they  had 
no  example.  Their  own  language  on  the 
occafion  is  well  deferving  notice,  it  is  as 
noble  as  it  is  juft  and  candid,  and  ftiould 
ever  prevent  any  perfons  from  judging  haftily 
of  what,  perhaps,  they  do  not  properly 
comprehend.—-"  We  have  had  (fay  the  af- 
**  fembly)  to  combat  with  the  inveterate 
*'  prejudices  of  ages ;  and  great  changes  are 
"  attended  by  a  thoufand  uncertainties. 
*'  Our  fucceffors  will  be  enlightened  by  ex- 
*'  perience ;  as  for  us,  we  have  endeavour- 
"  ed  to  trace  a  new  route  by  the  light  of 
"  principles  only.  They  will  labour  in 
*'  peace,  but  we  have  been  tried  with  dread- 
*'  ful  florms.  They  will  know  their  rights, 
^*  and  the  limits  of  the  feveral  powers : 
"  we  have  recovered  the  fir  ft,  and*  have 
*'  fixed  the  fecond.  They  will  confolidate 
•'  our  work ; — they  will  furpafs  us,  and 
**  that  Ihall  be  our  recompence  */' 

The  foundation  principles  of  the  French 

*  Firft  addrefs  of  the  National  Aflembly  to  their  con- 
Aituents,  Sept.  a8th,  1789. 

^  conftitution 
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conftitution  are  more  particularly  recom- 
mended to  the  confideration  of  the  Reader ; 
principles  on  which  ev^y  good  govern- 
ment muft  be  founded  ;  principles  which 
one  would  think  (hould  ftand  in  little  need 
of  recommendation,  but  would  be  em- 
braced by  every  one,  whofe  mind  is  not 
warped  by  pride,  paffion,  or  prejudice.  An 
attention  to  thefe  is  the  peculiar  duty  of 
Ikigliftimen :  by  ftudying  the  French  con- 
ftitution, they  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  excellencies  and  the  defc6ls  of  their 
own.  The  main  defign  of  this  publication 
is  to  engage  the  attention  of  that  clafs  of 
men,  who  like  the  writer,  have  neither 
abilities,  leifure,  or  inclination  for  profound 
refearches  or  accurate  inveftigation  ;  but 
who  he  hopes  are  unhacknied  in  the  ways 
and  arts  of  ftatefmen  ;  who  are  blefled 
with  a  little  plain  unfophifticated  common 
fenfe  ;  whofe  minds  are  open  to  convi6Hon, 
and  whofe  hearts  are  warm  with  love  to 
their  coimtry,  and  to  all  mankind.  To 
fuch  perfons  he  ventures  to  addrefs  himfelf 
with  freedom,  and  to  them  he  can  without 
anxiety  fubmit  his  remarks.  Should  any 
one,  in  perufing  them,  think  that  he  has 

been  too  free  in  fome  of  thofe  which  relate 

to 
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to  the  government  of  this  country,  he  has 
only  to  requeft  fuch  perfon  to  aflc  himfelf 
for  a  moment,  what  it  is  which  makes  them 
appear  fo?  If  it  is  not  Truth,  he  will 
readily  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  any  cen- 
fures  which  may  be  caft  upon  them.  This 
is  all  the  apology  that  can  be  made  by  the 
writer  for  his  fentiments  on  this  occafion, 
and  this  is  fufficient ;  if  they  are  true,  little 
apology  is  neceflary  ;  if  they  are  not,  no 
apology,  however  fpecious,  ought  to  excufe 
them. 

One  thing,  however,  he  begs  leave  to 
add;  that  as  he  refided  at  Paris  at  the 
time  when  fome  of  the  principal  events  of 
the  revolution  occured,  he  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  judging  for  himfelf  con- 
cerning the  affairs  of  the  French  nation. 
He  has  endeavoured  to  gain  what  intelli- 
gence he  could  from  different  parties,  and 
different  writers.  The  caufe  in  which  he 
has  thought  proper  to  engage,  is  too  good 
to  require  any  mifreprefentation  or  deceit ; 
he  has  made  ufe  of  neither.  He  can,  there- 
fore, with  the  utmoft  fincerity  conclude 
this  addrefs,  in  the  language  of  a  great 
man  on  another  occafion  :  **  Thefe  remarks 
"  are  defigned,  flight  and  imperfedl  as  they 

**  are 
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**  are,  for  the  fervice  of  Truth,  by  one 
**  who  would  be  glad  to  attend,  and  grace 
**  her  triumphs ;  As  her  foldier :  if  he  has 
**  had  the  honour  to  ferve  fuccefsfully  un- 
"  der  her  banner :  or,  as  her  captive j  tied  to 
«  her  chariot  wheels,  if  he  has,  though  un- 
"  delignedly,  committed  any  offence  againft 
"her*/' 

London^  Dec.  I79I« 


*  Dr.  Jortin's    Remarks    on    Ecclefiaftical    Hiftoiy, 
Vol.  I.  Preface. 
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FRENCH  CONSTITUTION- 


DECLARATION  OF  THE   &IGHTS  OF  MANf 

AND   OF   THE  CITIZEN, 

npHE  Reprefentatives  of  the  French 
-*•  people,  formed  into  a  National  Aflem- 
bly,confidering  that  ignorance,  forgetfiilnefs, 
or  contempt  of  the  Rights  of  Men,  are  the 
fole  caufes  of  public  grievances,  and  of  the 
COTruption  of  government,  have  refolved  to 
exhibit,  in  a  folemn  Declaration,  the  natural, 
unalienable,  and  facred  Rights  of  Man,  in 
OTder  that  this  Declaration,  ever  prefent  to 
all  the  Members  of  the  Social  Body,  may 
inceflantly  remind  them  of  their  rights  and 
of  their  duties  ;  to  the  end  that  the  a6ls  of 
the  legiflative  power,  and  thofe  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  being  able  to  be  every  mo- 
ment compared  with  the  end  of  all  political 
inftitutions,  may  acquire  the  more  refpe6t ; 
in  order  alfo  that  the  remopftrances  of  the 
C  citizens^ 
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citizens,  founded  henceforward  on  fimple 
and  inconteftible  principles,  may  ever  tend 
to  maintain  the  Conftitution,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  general  good. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  National  Affembly 
recognifes,  and  declares  in  the  prefence,  and 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the 
following  Rights  of  Men  and  of  Citizens : 

Article  First. 

ALL  men  are  born,  and  remain,  free  and 
equal  in  rights :  focial  diftindlions  cannot  be 
founded  but  on  cottimop  utility . 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  aflbciations  is 
the  prefervation  of  the  natural  and  impre- 
fcriptible  rights  of  man :  thefe  rights  are 
liberty,  property,  fecurity,  and  refiftance 
againft  oppreffion. 

III.  The  principle  oifmereignty  refides  ef- 
fentially  in  the  nation :  no  body  of  metiy  no 
individual  can  exercife  an  authority  that  does 
not  emanate  exprefely  from  that  fource. 

IV.  Liberty  oonYi^s  in  the  power  of  doing 
everything  except  that  which  is  hurtful  to 
another :  hence  the  exercife  of  the  natural 
rights  of  evOTy  man,  has  no  other  bounds 
^lan  thofe.that  «re'neoe(&ry  to  enfure  to  the 

other 
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other  members  of  fociety  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fame  rights :  thofe  bounds  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  law  only. 

V.  The  law  has  a  right  to  forbid  thofe 
aftions  alone,  that  are  hurtful  to  fociety* 
Whatever  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law,  can- 
not be  hindered ;  and  no  perfon  can  be  con- 
ftrained  to  do  that  which  the  law  ordaineth 
not. 

VI.  The  law  is  the  expreffion  of  the  gene- 
ral will :  all  the  citizens  have  a  right  to  con- 
cur pierfonally ,  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  to 
the  formation  of  the  law :  it  ought  to  be  the 
fame  for  all,  whether  it  protect,  or  whether 
it  punifh.  All  citizens  being  equal  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  are  equally  admiflible  to 
public  honour,  places  and  offices,  according 
to  their  capacity,  and  without  any  other 
diftin6lion  but  that  of  their  virtue,  or  their 
talents. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  accufed,  arretted,  or 
detained,  except  in  cafes  determined  by  the 
law,  and  according  to  the  forms  which  the 
law  hath  prefcribed.  Thofe  who  foKcit,  dif- 
patch,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be  exeaited,  arbi- 
trary orders,  ought  to  be  puniihed;  biit 
every  citizen  that  is  fummoned,  orfeized,  in 

C  2  virtue 
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virtue  of  the  law,  ought  to  obey  inftantly— 
he  becomes  culpable  by  refiftance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  eftablilh  fuch  pu- 
nifhments  only  as  are  ftri6tty  and  evidently 
neceflary  ;  and  no  perfon  can  be  puniflied, 
but  in  virtue  of  a  law  eftabliflied  and  pro- 
mulgated prior  to  the  offence,  and  legally 
applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefumed  mnocent 
till  fuch  time  as  he  has  been  declared  guilty, 
if  it  fhall  be  deemed  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
arreft  a  man,  every  kind  of  rigour  employed, 
not  neceflary  to  fecure  his  perfon,  ought  to 
be  feverely  punilhed  by  the  law, 

X.  No  perfon  fliall  be  molefted  for  his 
opinions,  even  fuch  as  are  religious,  provided 
that  the  manifeftation  of  thofe  opinions  does 
not  difturb  the  public  order  eftablilhed  by 
the  law. 

XL  The  free  communication  of  thought, 
and  of  opinion,  is  one  of  the  moft  precious 
rights  of  man.  Every  citizen,  therefore, 
may  freely  fpeak,  write,  and  publifli  his  fen- 
timents ;  fubjeft,  however,  to  anfwer  for  the 
abufe  of  that  liberty,  in  cafes  determined  by 
the  law. 

XII.  The  guarantee  of  the  rights  of  men 
and  citizens  involves   a  neceflity  of  public 

forces 
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Jorce.  This  force  is  then  iriftituted  for  the 
advantage  of  all,  and  not  for  the  particular 
utility  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  confided. 

Xni.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
force,  and  for  the  expences  of  adminiftration, 
a  common  contribution  is  indifpenfibly  ne- 
ceflary:  this  contribution  ftiould  be  equal- 
ly divided  amongft  all  the  citizens,  in  pro- 
proportion  to  their  abilities. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right,  by  him- 
felf,  or  by  hisreprefentatives,  to  decide  con- 
cerning the  neceflity  of  the  public  contribu- 
tion ;  to  confent  to  it  freely ;  to  look  after 
the  employment  of  it;  to  determine  the 
quantity,  the  diftribution,  the  coUe^on,  and 
duration. 

XV.  Society  has  a  right  to  demand  from 
every  public  agent,  an  account  of  his  admi- 
niftration. 

XVI.  That  fociety  in  which  the  guarantee 
of  rights  is  not  affured,  nor  the  feparation 
of  powers  determined,  has  no  cmjlitutim. 

XVII.  Property  being  a  right  inviolable 
and  facred,  no  perfon  can  be  deprived  of  it; 
except  when  the  public  neceflity,  legally 
afcertained,  fliall  evidently  require  it,  and 
on  condition  of  a  juft  and  previous  indemni- 
fication. . 

C  3  Th& 


The  National  Assembly,  defirous  of 
eftablifliing  the  French  Conftitution  on  the 
principles  which  it  has  juft  now  recognifed 
gnd  declared,  abolifhes,  irrevocably,  thofe 
inftitutions  which  are  injurious  to  liberty, 
and  equality  of  rights* 

There  is  no  longer  any  nobility,  nor  peerage^ 
nor  hereditary  dijlinSlicns,  nor  difference  of 
m-dersj  nor  feudd  government,  nor  patrimonial 
jurifdiStion,  nor  any  of  the  titles,  denomina-' 
Uons  and  prerogatives  which  are  derived 
from  them ;  nor  any  of  the  orders  of  chivalry^ 
corporations,  or  decorations,  for  which  proofis^ 
of  nobility  were  required  ;  nor  any  kind  of 
fuperiority,  but  that  qf  public  Fon6lionaries 
in  the  exercife  of  their  fun6lions. 

No  public  office  is  henceforth  hereditary 
ox  purchafable. 

No  part  of  the  nation,  nor  any  individual, 
can  henceforth  poffefsanyj^rmfe^^  or  excep'^ 
Uon  from  the  Oommoil  rights  of  all  French* 
men. 

There  are  ho  more  wardenfUps  or  corpo^ 
rations  in  profeffions,  arts,  or  trades. 

The  law  recognifes  no  longer  any  reUgiws 
VQ^s,  nor  any  other  engagement  which 
would  be  coaitrary  to  natural  rights,  or  to 
the  Conftitution. 

TITLE 
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TITLE    I. 

FUNDAMENTAL  REGULATIONS  GUARANTEED 
BY  THE  CONSTITUTION,  * 

THE  Conliitution  guarantees,  as  natural 
and  civil  rights, 

1.  That  all  the  citizens  are  admiffible  to 
places  and  employments,,  without  any  other 
diftinftion  than  that  of  virtue  and  talents. 

2.  That  all  taxes  fliall  be  equally  divided 
amongft  all  the  citizens,  inproportion  to 
their  abilities. 

3.  That  the  fame  crimes  fliall  be  fubjedl  to 
the  fame  puniftiments,  without  any  diftinc- 
tion  of  perfons. 

The  Conftitution  in  like  manner  guaran* 
tees,  as  natural  and  civil  rights,  liberty  to 
every  ifaan  to  go,  ftay,  or  depart,  without 
being  arretted,  or  detained,  except  according 
to  the  forms  determined  by  theConftitution^ 

Libwty  to  ev«ry  man  to  fpeak,  writ^ 

print  and  publifli  his  thoughts,  without  the 

writings  being  ful]ge6^  to  cenfure  or  in- 

^(ftion  before  their  publication,   and  to 

exercife  the  religk>us  worlhip  ta  which  he  is 

attached. 
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Liberty  to  the  citizens  to  aflemble  peace-- 
^bly,  and  without  arms,  in  complying  with 
the  laws  of  police; 

Liberty  to  addrefs  to  the  conftituted  aur- 
thorities,  petitions  figned  by  individuals. 

The  Legiflative  Power  can  make  no  law 
which  would  attack,  or  impede  the  exercife 
of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  expreffed  in 
the  prefent  title,  and  guaranteed  by  the  C€>n- 
(litution  ;  but^s  liberty  confifts  only  in  the 
power  of  doing  whatever  neither  injures  the 
rights  of  another,  nor  the  public  fafety,  the 
law  jnay  eflablifh  penalties  againft  a6bsj 
which,  attacking  either  the  rights  of  othersy 
or  the  public  fafety,  would  be  injurious  to 
fociety. 

The  Conftitution  guarantees  the  inviola-f 
bility  of  property,  or  ajuft  and  previous  in- 
demnity for  that,  of  which,  public  neoeffity, 
legally  proved,  (hall  require  the  facrifice. 

Property,  deftined  to  the  expence  of  wor- 
fliip,  and  to  all  fervices  of  public  utility,  be.- 
longs  to  the  nation,  and  Ihall  at  all  times  be 
at  its  difpofal. 

The  Conftitution  guarantees  all  the  aliena- 
tions which  have  been,  or  which  fliall  be 
made  according  to  the  forms  eftablilhed  by 
the  law.  ^ 

The 
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The  citizens  have  right  to  ele6l  or  chufe 
the  minifters  of  their  religions. 

There  ftiall  be  created  and  organifed,  a 
general  eftablifhment  of  public  aid  for  the 
education  of  defer  ted  children,  to  relieve  the 
infirm  poor,  and  to  procure  work  for  the 
healthy  poor,  who  have  not  been  able  to  find 
it  for  themfelves. 

There  fhall  be  created  and  organifed  a 
public  in/iruSion,  common  to  all  citizens,  gra- 
tuitous  with  regard  to  thofe  parts  of  tuition 
Uidifpenfable  for  all  men,  and  of  which  the 
eftabliihments  fhall  be  gradually  diftributed, 
in  a  proportion  combined  with  the  divifion 
6f  the  kingdom. 

There  fhall  be  eftablifhed,  national  fejiivak^ 
to  preferve  the  remembrance  of  the  French 
Revolution,  to  keep  up  fraternal  affeftion 
amongft  the  citizens,  and  attachment  to  thd 
xx)nftitution,  the  country,  and  the  laws. 

There  ftiall  be  drawn  up,  a  code  of  dyil 
^awsj  common  to  all  the  kingdom. 


TITLE 
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TITLE     II. 

OF   THE   DIVISION   OF   THE     KINGDOM  AND 
THE   STATE   OF   THE   CITIZENS, 

I.  THE  KINGDOM  is  one  and  indivijible; 
its  territory  is  divided  into  eighty-three  de- 
partments ;  every  department  into  diftri6ls ; 
each  diftri6l  into  cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  Citizens, 

Who  are  born  in  France,  of  a  French 
father ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  France,  of  a 
foreign  father,  have  fixed  their  refidence  in 
the  kingdom ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try, of  a  French  father,  have  returned  to  fet- 
tle in  France,  and  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

In  fine,  who  having  been  born  in  a  foreign 
country,  being  defcended,  in  whatever  de- 
gree, from  a  Frenchman  or  Frenchwomaiii 
who  had  left  their  country  from  religious 
motives,  come  torefide  in  France,  and  take 
the  civic  oath, 

11 L  Thofe  who,  having  been  born  out  of 
the  kingdom,  of  foreign  parents,  but  refide 
"M  France,  become  French  Citizens,  after 
^  five 

m     L 
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five  years  of  continued  refidence  in  thje  king* 
dom;  if,  befides,  they  have  acquired  im- 
movable property,  or  married  a  French- 
woman, or  formed  an  eftablilhment  of  agri- 
culture or  commerce,  and  if  they  have  taken 
the  civic  oath. 

IV.  The  legiflative  power  may,  from  im- 
portant confiderations,  naturalize  a  foreigner, 
upon  no  other  condition  than  that  of  refid- 
ing  in  France,  and  taking  the  civic  oath. 

V.  The  civic  oath  is,  **  Ifwear  to  be  faithful 
^*  to  the  ISfaUoitj  the  LaWy  and  the  King  ;  and  to 
"  maintain,  with  all  my  power,  the  confiitution 
*'  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  National  Confti- 
^*  tuent  AJjemblyy  in  the  years  1789,  1790,  and 

VI.  The  quality  of  a  French  Citizen  is 
loft: 

ift,  By  naturalization  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try; • 

ad.  By  being  condemned  to  penalties 
which  involve  the  civic  degradation,  provid- 
ed the  perfon  condemned  be  not  re-inftated ; 
-  3d,  By  a  fentence  of  contumacy,  provided 
the  fentence  be  not  annulled  ; 

4th,  By  an  affociation  with  any  foreign 
order  of  chivalry,  or  any  foreign  body, 
^hich  ftiall  fuppofe  either  proofs  of  nobility, 

or 


or  diftindtioii  of  birth»  or  require  rdigkxis 
vows. 

VIL  The  kw  regards  marrui^eTol^jBS  a 
dvU  contra^.  The  k^iflative  powor  fludl 
eftablilh  for  all  the  inhabitants,  without  dif- 
tin£tion^  the  mode  by  which  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  (hall  be  afcertained,  and 
fliall  ap^int  the  public  officers,  who  (hall 
recdve  and  preferve  the  certificates  of  them. 

VIIL  French  Citizens,  confidered  with 
refpe6t  to  thofe  local  relations  which  arife 
out  of  their  aflbdation  in  dties,  and  in  car- 
tain  divifions  of  territory  in  the  country, 
form  the  canunwiities. 

The  legiflative  powor  may  fix  the  extent 
and  boundary  of  each  community. 

IX.  The  Citizens  whocompofe  each  com- 
munity, have  a  right  of  chooiing,  for  a  time, 
according  to  the  forms  preforibed  by  the 
law,  thofe  among  them,- who,  under  the 
^^me  oi  municipal  f^ers^  are  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  particular  a&irs 
of  the  community. 

To  the  municipal  officers  may  be  dde- 
Sated,  certain  fun6lions  relative  to  the  ge- 

ihan  li  l!!'^'^  ^*^h  thcmunidpal  officers 
«a"  oe  bound  to  firflowin the exerdfe,  both 

of 
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of  the  municipal  fun6lions,  and  of  thofe 
which  Ihall  be  delegated  to  them  for  the 
general  intereft,  ftiall  be  fixed  by  the  laws. 


TITLE    III. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  POWERS. 

I.  THE  fovereignty  is  one,  indivifible,  in- 
alienable, and  imprefcriptible ;  it  belongs  to 
the  nation :  no  fe6lion  of  the  people,  nor 
any  individual,  can  affume  to  itfelf  the  ex- 
^rcife  of  it. 

II.  The  Nation,  firom  which  alone  flow  all 
the  powers,  cannot  exercife  them,  but  by 
delegation. 

The  French  Conftitution  is  reprefentative ; 
the  reprefentatives  are  the  legiflative  body, 
and  the  king. 

III.  The  legiflative  power  is  delegated  to 
a  National  Aflembly,  compofed  of  temporary 
reprefentatives,  freely  chofen  by  the  people, 
to  be  exercifed  by  this  Aflembly,  with  the 
fenftion  of  the  King,  in  manner  afterwards 
determined. . 

IV.  The  government  is  monarchical ;  the 
executive  power  is  delegated  to  the  King,  to 

be 
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be  exercifed  under  his  authority,  by  minijP- 
ters  and  other  refponfible  agents,  in  manner 
afterwards  determined. 

V.  The  judicial  power  is  delegated  to 
judges  chofen  for  a  time  by  the  people. 


C  H  A-P-    I. 

OF  THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY. 

I.  npHE  National  Aflembly,  fiorming  the 
A  legiflative  body,  is  permanent,  and 
coniifts  of  one  chamber  only. 

IL  It  fhall  be  formed  by  new  eledlions 
every  two  years. 

Each  period  of  two  years  (hall  form  one 
legiflature. 

III.  The  difpofitions  of  the  preceding  ar- 
ticles fhall  not  take  place  with  refpe6l  to 
the  enfuing  legiflative  body,  whofe  powers 
fliall  ceafe  the  laft  day  of  April  1793. 

IV.  The  renewal  of  the  legiflative  body 
fhall  be  matter  of  full  right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  cannot  be  dif- 
folved  by  the  King. 

Section 
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Section  I. 

Number  of  Reprefentatives — Bqfes  of  Repre^ 
fentaUm. 

I.  THE  number  of  reprefentatives  to  the 
legiflative  body  is  feven  hundred  and  forty* 
five,  on  account  of  the  eighty-three  depart* 
ments  of  which  the  kingdom  is  compofed, 
and  independent  of  thofe  that  may  be  grant- 
ed to  the  colonies. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  be  diftributed 
'Omong  the  eighty-three  departments,  ac- 
cording to  the  three  proportions  of  territory ^ 
of  population,  and  of  diredt  contribution. 

III.  Of  the  745  reprefentatives,  S47  are 
attached  to  the  territory. 

Of  thefe  each  department  (hall  nominate 
three,  except  the  department  of  Paris,  which 
ihall  only  nominate  one. 

IV.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  repre- 
fentatives are  attributed  to  the  population. 

The  total  mafs  of  the  a6live  population  of 
the  kingdom  is  divided  into  249  parts,  and 
each  department  nomintates  as  many  of  the 

deputies 
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deputies  as  it  contains  parts  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

V.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  repre- 
fentatives  are  attached  to  the  direft  contri- 
bution. 

The  fum  total  of  the  dire6l  contribution^ 
of  the  kingdom  is  likewife  divided  into  249 
parts ;  and  each  department  nominates  as 
many  deputies  as  it  pays  parts  of  the  con- 
tribution. 

Section  II. 
Primary  AJfembUes — Nomination  of  EUdtors. 

I.  IN  order  to  form  a  National  Legiflative- 
Affembly,  the  A6live  Citizens  fhall  meet 
every  two  years,  in  Primary  Aflemblies,  in 
the  towns  and  cantons. 

The  Primary  Aflemblies  fliall  form  them- 
felves,  of  full  right,  the  fecond  Sunday  of 
March,  if  they  have  not  been  convoked 
fooner  by  the  public  officers  eftabliihed  by 
law. 

II.  To  be  an  A6live  Citizen,  it  is  neceflary> 
To  be  born,  or  to  have  become  a  French- 
man; 

To  be  twenty-five  years  of  age  complete ; 

To 
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To  have  refided  in  the  city  or  canton  dur«* 
ing  the  time  determined  by  the  law ; 

To  pay,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  a 
dire6i  contribution,  at  leaft  equal  to  the 
vahie  of  three  days  labour,  and  to  produce 
the  acquittance ; 

Not  to  be  in  a  menial  capacity,  namely, 
that  of  a  fervant  receiving  wages  j 

To  be  infcribed  in  the  municipality  pf  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  in  the  lift  of  the  na- 
tional guards ; 

To  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Every  fix  years  the  legiflative  body 
(hall  fix  the  minimum  and  the  maximum  of  the 
value  of  a  day's  labour,  and  the  adminiftra- 
tors  of  the  departments  fhall  determine  the 
rate  for  every  diftridl. 

IV.  None  fhall  exercife  the  rights  for  an 
a6live  citizen  in  more  than  one  place,  nor 
employ  another  as  his  fubftitute. 

V .  Thofe  fliall  be  excluded  from  the  rights 
of  an  a6live  citizen, 

Who  are  in  a  ftate  of  accufation  ; 

Who  after  having  been ;  cpnftituted  in  a 
ftate  of  failure,  or  infolyabilhy,:  proved  by 
authentic  documents,  •  ftiialh  not ;  produce  a 
general  difcharge  fromftheir  creditors.     . 

VL  The  Primaj?y^:Aflfeinblies  Ihall  name 
T)  ele6l6fs 
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deftors  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  ac- 
tive citizens  refiding  in  the  town  or  canton. 

There  ftiall  be  named  one,  eledlor  for  a 
hundred  a6live  citizens  prefent,  or  not,  in 
the  Affembly. 

There  fhall  be  named  two  for  151  to  250 ; 
and  fo  on  in  this  proportion* 

VII.  No  man  can  be  named  ele6lor,  if 
along  with  the  conditions  neceflary  in  order 
to  be  an  aiSlive  citizen,  he  does  not  join  the 
following : — In  towns  of  more  than  6000 
inhabitants,  that  of  being  proprietor  or  life- 
renter  of  a  property  valued  on  the  rolls  of 
contribution,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  local 
value  of  200  days  laboiu: ;  or  of  renting  a 
houfe,  valued  on  the  fame  rolls,  at  a  revenue 
equal  to  the  value  of  150  days  labour. 

In  towns  below  6000  inhabitants,  that  of 
being  proprietor,  or  liferenter  of  a  property, 
valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  re- 
venue equal  to  the  local  value  of  150  days 
labour ;  or  of  renting  a  houfe,  valued  on  the 
fame  rolls,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  value 
of  loo  days  labour. 

And,  in  the  country,  that  of  being  pro- 
prietor or  liferenter  of  a  property,  valued 
on  the  rolls  of  cpntribiition,  at  a  revenue 
equal  to  the  local  valu?  of  150  days  labour  ; 

or 
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or  of  being  a  farmer  of  lands,  valued  on  the 
fame  rolls,  at  the  value  of  400  days  labour. 

With  refpeft  to  thofe  who  fhall  be  at  the 
fame  time  proprietors  or  Hferenters  on  one 
hand,  and  tackfmen  or  farmers  on  the  other, 
their- powers  on  thefe  different  accounts, 
fhall  be  added  together,  to  eftablifli  their 
eligibility*, 


Section  III*. 

EUdloral  AJfetnblies — Nomination  of  Repre^ 
fentatives., 

I.  THE  eie6lors  named  in  each  depart- 
ment Ihall  convene  in  order  to  chufe  that 
number  of  reprefentatives,  whofe  nomina- 
tion Ihall  belong  to  their  department,  and  a 
number  of  fubftitutes  equal  to  the  third  of 
the  reprefentatives. 

The  Ele6toral  Aflemblies  (hall  form  them- 
felves,  of  full  right,  the  laft  Sunday  of 
March,  if  they  have  not  been  convoked 
fooner  by  the  public  officers  appointed  by 
law- 

II.  The  reprefentatives  and  fubflitutes 
fliall  be  chofen  by  an  abfolute  majority  of 

Da  votes. 
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votes,  and  cannot  be  chofen  but  from 
amongft  the  adlive  citizens  in  the  depart- 
ment. 

III.  All  the  a(5live  citizens,  whatever  be 
their  condition,  profeffion,  or  contribution, 
may  be  chofen  reprefentatives  of  the  nation. 

IV.  Thofe,  however,  fhall  be  obliged  to 
decide  between  one  or  other  fitiiation — 
Minitters,  and  other  agents  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  removeable  at  pleafure  ;  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  national  treafury  ;  Collec- 
tors and  receivers  of  dire6l  contributions ; 
Superintendfants  of  the  colledlion,  or  ma- 
nagement of  indireft  contributions  and  na- 
tional domains,  and  thofe  who,  under  any 
denomination  whatever  are  attached  to  the 
employs  of  the  military  or  civil  houfhold  of 
theKiifig. 

The  adminiftrators,  fub-adminiftrators, 
municipal  officers,  and  commandants  of  tlie 
national  guards,  (hall  alfo  be  obliged  to 
make  a  dioice. 

V.  The  exerdfe  of  judiciary  fundlions 
0iall  be  incompatible  wnth  thofe  of  a  repre- 
fentative  of  the  nation,  during  all  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  legiflature. 

The  Judges  (hall  be  replaced  by  their 
fubftitutes,  and  the  King  fhall  provide,  by 

briefe 
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briefs  of  commiflion,  for  the  replacing  of 
his  commiflaries  at  the  tribunals. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legiflative  body 
may  be  re-ele6led  to  the  next  legiflature ; 
but  not  afterwards,  till  after  an  interval  of 
one  legiflature. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  named  in  the 
departments,  fliall  not  be  reprefentatives  of 
a  particular  department,  but  of  the  whole 
nation,  and  no  mandate  can  be  given  them. 


Section  IV. 

Sejfton  and  Regulation,  of  the  Primary  and 
Eledtoral  AJfembUes. 

I.  THE  Fun6lions  of  the  Primary  and 
Ele6loral  Aflemblies  are  limited  to  the  right 
of  ele6ling ;  and  as  foon  as  the  eledlions  are 
over,  they  fhall  feparate,  and  Ihall  not  form 
themfelves  anew,  but  when  they  fliall  be 
convoked ;  if  it  be  not  in  the  cafe  of  Se(5l.  11. 
Art.  I.  and  of  Se6l,  III.  Art.  I.  above. 

II.  No  adlive  citizen  can  enter  or  vote  in 
an  aflejnbly,  if  he  is  armed. 

III.  Armed  force  cannot  be  introduced  in 
the  meeting)  except  at  the  exprefs  defire  of 

D  3  the 
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the  Afiembly,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  adhial 
violence,  when  the  order  of  the  Prefident 
ihall  be  fufiicient  to  call  in  the  aid  of  public 
force, 

IV.  Every  two  years,  there  (hall  be  drawn 
up  in  each  diftrift,  lifts  by  cantons  of  the 
aftive  citizens ;  and  the  lift  of  each  canton 
fliall  be  publiftied  and  pofted  up  two  months 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Primary  AffemUy. 
The  protefts  which  fliall  be  made  either 
againft  the  right  of  dtizens  named  in  the 
lift,  or  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  fliall  affirm 
that  they  are  unjuftly  omitted,  fliall  be  car- 
ried to  the  tribunals,  to  be  there  fummarily 
decided  upon. 

The  lift  fliall  ferve  tq  regulate  the  admif- 
fion  of  citizens  in  the  next  Primary  Aflem- 
bly,  in  every  point  that  fliall  not  have  been 
afcertained  by  a  fentence  pronounced  before 
the  fitting  of  the  Aflembly. 

V.The  Ele6loral  Aflemblies  have  the  right 
of  verifying  the  qualifications  and  powers  of 
thofe  who  fliall  prefent  themfelves  there ; 
and  their  decifions  fliall  be  provifionally  exe^ 
cuted,  with  a  referve  for  the  fentence  of  the 
legiflative  body  at  the  time  of  the  verifica* 
tion  of  the  powers  of  deputies. 

VI,  In  no  cafe,  and  under  no  pretext, 

fhall 
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Ihall  the  king,  or  any  agents  named  by  him, 
interfere  in  queftions  relative  to  the  regu- 
larity of  the  convocations,  the  fitting  of  af- 
femblies,  the  form  of  eleftions,  or  the  po- 
litical rights  of  citizens.  Without  preju- 
dice, however,  to  the  fundions  of  the  com-# 
miffaries  of  the  king,  in  the  cafes  determin- 
ed by  law,  where  queftions  relative  to  the 
political  rights  of  citizens  ought  to  be  car^ 
ried  to  the  tribunals. 

Section  V. 

Meeting  of  the  Repreferaatives  in  the  National 
Legi/lative  AJfembly. 

I.  THE  reprefentatives  {hall  affemble  on 
the  firli  Monday  of  May,  in  the  place  of 
the  meeting  of  the  laft  legiflature. 

II.  They  ihall  form  themfelves,  provifion- 
ally.  into  an  Aflembly,  under  the  prefidence 
of  the  eldeft,  to  verify  the  powers  of  the  re- 
prefentatives prefent. 

III.  As  foon  as  thefe  ftiall  be  verified,  to 
to  the  number  of  373  members,  they  fhall 
oonftitute  themfelves  under  the  title  of  the 
ISaiimalLegiflativeAffemhly',  they  (hall  name 

D4,  ^P'^ 
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a  prefident,  vice^prefident,  and  fecretaries^ 
and  enter  upon  the  exercife  of  their  func- 
tions. 

IV*  During  the  whole  of  the  month  of 
May,  if  the  number  of  reprefentatives  pre-* 
fent  fall  fhort  of  373,  the  Affembly  Ihall  not 
perform  any  legiflative  aft.  They  may 
iffue  an  arrfet,  enjoining  the  abfent  members 
to  attend  to  their  fun6lions  within  fifteen 
days  at  fartheft,  under  a  penalty  of  3000 
livres,  if  they  do  not  produce  an  excufe 
which  fhall  be  deemed  lawful  by  the  legif- 
lative body. 

V.  On  the  laft  day  of  May,  whatever  be 
the  number  of  members  prefent,  they  fhall 
conflitute  themfelves  a  National  Legiflative 
Affembly, 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  pronounce 
in  a  body,  in  the  name  of  the  French  people, 

'  the  oath,  ^*  to  live  free,  or  dief* 

They  fhall  then  individually  take  the 
oath,  to  nuuntaini  with  all  their  power,  life 
con/iitution  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  Na^ 
tiond  Conftituent  AJfembly,  during  the  years 
^789,  1790,  and  1791 ;  to  propofe  or  ajfent  to 
nothing  in  the  courfe  of  U>e  legijlature,  which 
m^  ^  all  tend  tq  infringeit;  and  to  be,  in 

every 


every  rejpedt^  faithful  to  the  Nation,  the  Law, 
and  the  King. 

VII.  The  reprefent^tives  of  the  nation 
are  inviolable;  they  cannot  be  examined, 
accufed,  or  judged  at  any  time  with  refpedt 
to  what  they  have  faid,  written,  or  done, 
in  the  exercife  of  their  fundlions  of  repre* 
fentatives, 

VIII.  They  may  for  a  prime  be  feized  in 
the  a6l,  or  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  arreft  ; 
but  notice  ftiall  be  given  of  it  .without  de- 
lay, to  the  Legiflative  Body  ;  and  the  pro- 
fecution  fhall  not  be  continued,  till  after 
the  Legiflative  Body  (hall  have  decided  that 
there  is  ground  for  accufation. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  p.  II. 

OF  THE  ROYALTY,  THE  REGENCY,  AND 
THE  MINISTERS* 

Section  I. 

Of  the  Bjoydty  and  the  King. 

\.  npHE  Royalty  is  indivifible,  and  de- 
-*•  l^ted  hereditarily  to  the  race  on 
the  throne,  from  male  to  male,  by  order  of 
primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclufion 
of  women  and  their  defcendants. 

Nothing  is  prejudged  refpe6ling  the  eflfe6l 
of  renunciations  in  the  race  on  the  throne. 

II.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is  facred  and 
inviolable:  his  cjhly  title  is  King  oj^  ibe 
French. 

III.  There  is  no  authority  in  France  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  law.  The  king  reigns 
only  by  it,  and  it  is  only  in  the  name  of  the 
kw,  that  he  can  require  obedience. 

IV.  The  king,  on  his  aoceflion  to  the 
throne,  or  at  the  period  of  his  majority, 

ihaU 
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Ihall  take  to  the  Nation,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  legiflative  body,  the  oath,  "  To  hejaiib^ 
Jul  to  the  Nation^  and  to  the  Law ;  to  employ 
all  the  power  delegated  to  hinij  to  maintain  the 
Conftitution  decreed  by  the  Nationd  Coriftituent 
AJfemhly  in  ^e  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791 ; 
and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed." 

If  the  legiflative  body  Ihall  not  be  afTem- 
bled,  the  king  ftiall  caufe  a  proclamation 
to  be  iflued,  in  which  fliall  be  exprefled  this 
oath,  and  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as 
the  legiflative  body  fliall  aflemble. 

V.  If,  one  month  after  an  invitation  by 
the  legiflative  body,  the  king  has  not  taken 
this  oath,  or  if  after  taking  it  he  fliall  re- 
tra6l,  he  fliall  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated 
the  royalty. 

VI.  If  the  king  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  and  dire6l  the  force  of  it  againfl: 
the  Nation,  or  if  he  do  not  oppofe,  by  a  for- 
mal a(5l,  any  fuch  enterprife  undertaken  in 
his  name,  he  fliall  be  deemed  to  have  ab- 
dicated. 

VII.  If  the  king,  having  gone  out  of  the 
kingdom,  do  not  return,  on  the  invitation 
of  the  legiflative  body,  and  within  the  delay 
fixed  by  the  proclamation,  which  cannot  be 

lefs 
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j^f*  than  two  months,  he  (haU  be  deemed  to 

Thi?  delay  (hall  commence  from  the  day 
WWW  the  proclamation  of  the  legiflative 
P^;y  fl^all  have  been  publiflied  in  the  place 
pt  Us  luting  ;  and  tlie  Minifters  fhaU  be 
obliged,  under  their  refponfibility,  to  per- 
form  all  the  aas  of  the  executive  power,  the 
exercife  of  ^vhich  fhall  be  fufpended  in  the 
hands  of  the  abfent  king. 

VIII.  After  abdication,  exprefs  or  legal, 
the  king  fliall  be  in  the  clafs  of  citizens,  and 
inay  be  accufed  and  tried  like  them,  for  a6ls 
pofterior  to  his  abdication. 

IX.  The  particular  effe£ls  which  the  king 
pofiefles  at  his  acceiTion  to  the  throne,  are 
irrevocably  united  to  the  domain  of  the  Na- 
tion ;  he  has  the  difpofition  of  thofe  which 
he  acquires  on  his  own  private  account ;.  if 
he  has  not  difpofed  of  them,  they  are  in 
like  manner  united  at  jhe  end  of  the  reign. 

X.  The  Nation  makes  provifion  for  the 
fplendoiu"  of  the  throne  by  a  civil  lift,  of 
which  the  Legiflative  Body  (hall  fix  the 
Aim  at  the  commencement  of  each  reign, 
for  the  whole  duration  of  that  reign. 

XL  The  kmg  fliall  appoint  an  admini- 
ftrator  of  the  civil  lift,  who  fliall  inftitute  all 

fuits 
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fuits  for  the  king,  and  againft  whom  all  ac- 
tions for  debts  of  the  king  ftiall  be  carried 
on,  and  judgments  given  and  executed. 
Sentences  of  condemnation,  obtained  by  the 
creditors  of  the  civil  lift,  (hall  be  executed 
againft  the  adminiftrator  perfonally  and  his 
j^rivate  fortune. 

XII.  The  king  (hall  have,  independent  of 
the  honorary  guard  which  fliall  be  furniftied 
him  by  the  citizens,  national  guards  of  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  a  guard  paid  from  the 
funds  of  the  civil  lift.  It  ftiall  not  exceed 
laoo  foot,  and  600  horfe. 

The  degrees  and  rules  of  advancement 
fliall  be  the  fame  in  it  as  amongft  the  troops 
of  the  line.  But  thofe  who  compofe  the 
king's  guards,  ftiall  pafs  through  all  the 
degrees  exclufively  amongft  themfelves,  and 
cannot  obtain  any  in  the  army  of  the  line. 
,  The  king  cannot  choofe  his  guards,  but 
amongft  thofe  who  are  at  prefent  in  a6live 
fervice  in  the  troops  of  the  line,  or  amongft 
the  citizens  who  have  ferved  a  year  in  the 
national  guards,  provided  they  are  refidents 
in  the  kingdom,  and  that  they  have  previ- 
oufly  taken  the  civic  oath. 

The  king's  guards  cannot  be  ordered  or 
required  for  any  other  public  fervice. 

SectioNt 
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Section.  IL 
Of  the  Regency. 

I.  THE  king  is  a  minor  till  the  age  of 
eighteen  complete  ;  and  during  his  minori- 
ty, there  fliall  be  a  regent  of  the  kingdom. 

IL  The  regency  belongs  to  the  relation  of 
the  king,  who  is  the  next  in  degree  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne, 
and  who  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five, 
provided  he  be  a  Frenchman  refident  in  the 
kingdom,  and  not  prefumptive  heir  to  any 
other  crown,  and  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

Women  are  excluded  from  the  regency. 

III.  If  a  minor  king  have  no  relations  who 
unite  the  above  qualities,  the  regent  of  the 
kingdom  Ihall  be  ele6ted  as  is  dire6led  in 
the  following  article : 

IV.  The  Legiflative  Body  (hall  not  ele6t 
the  regent; 

V.  The  eledlors  of  each  diftri6l  fhall  af- 
femble  in  the  chief  place  of  their  4iftri<^J 
after  a  proclamation,  which  (hall  be  \ff\ied  in 
the  firft  week  of  the  new  reign,  by  the  legif- 
lative body  if  convened ;  and  if  feparated> 

the 
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the  minifter  of  juftice  Ihall  be  bound  to 
make  that  proclamation  in  the  fame  week. 

VI.  The  eledlors  fhall  name  in  every  dif- 
trift,  by  individual  fcrutiny,  and  abfolute 
plurality  of  votes,  a  citizen  eligible,  and  re- 
fident  in  the  diftri6t,  to  whom  they  fhall 
give  by  the  proces-verbal  of  the  ele6tion,  a 
fpecial  mandate,  limited  to  the  fole  fun6lion 
of  ele6ling  the. citizen  whom  he  fhall  judge 
in  his  heart  and  confcience  the  mofl  worthy 
of  being  regent  of  the  kingdom. 

VII.  The  citizens  having  thefe  mandates, 
ele6led  in  the  diflri6ls,  fhall  be  bound  to  af- 
femble  in  the  town  where  the  legiflative 
body  holds  its  feat,  the  fortieth  day  at  far- 
thefl,  counting  from  that  of  the  advance-* 
ment  of  the  minor  king  to  the  throne  ;  and 
they  fhall  form  there  the  eledtoral  affembly* 
who  fhall  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  the- 
regent. 

VIII.  The  eledlion  of  the  regent  fhall  be 
made  by  individual  fcrutiny  and  abfolute 
plurality  of  votes. 

IX.  The  eledtoral  afTembly  cannot  em- 
ploy itfelf,  but  relative  to  this  ele6lion,  and 
fhall  feparate  as  foon  as  the  ele6lion  is  finilh- 
ed. — Every  other  adt  which  it  fhall  attempt, 
is  declared  unconflitutional,andof  no  efFe6l. 

X.The 
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X.  The  ele£bral  dfemUy  (hall  make  its 
prefidcnt  prdent  the  ]»nooes-verbal  of  the 
ele&ion  to  the  legiflative  body,  who  after 
having  verifled  the  rc^l^ty  of  the  ekftion, 
IhaU  Biake  it  puUic  over  all  the  kingdom 
by  a  proclamation. 

XL  The  r^ent  exercifes,  till  the  king's 
majority,  all  the  Amotions  of  royalty,  and 
is  not  parfonally  refponfible  for  the  acts  of 
his  adminiftration. 

XIL  The  regent  cannot  begin  the  exer- 
dfe  of  his  fun6lions,  till  after  taking  to  the 
nation,  in  the  prefenceof  the  legiflative  body, 
an  oath,  *^  To  befaitbful  to  the  nation,  the  lacvj 
^^  and  tbe  king ;  and  to  emplcy  all  tbe  power  de^ 
^^  legated  to  the  king,  and  of  wbicb  the  exercife 
"  is  collided  to  him  during  the  minority  of  the 
**  king  J  to  maintain  the  conftitution  decreed  by 
•*  the  National  Con/Htjaent  AJfeinblyj  in  the  years 
"  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  and  to  caufe  the  laws 
*^  tobe  executed." 

If  the  legiflative  body  is  not  aflembledr 
the  regent  ftiall  caufe  a  prodamation  to  be 
iffued,  in  which  ftiall  be  exprefled  this  oath, 
and  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as  the 
legiflative  body  fliall  be  met. 

XIIL  As  long  as  the  regent  is  not  entered 
on  the  exercife  of  his  fundlions,  thefan£tion 

of 
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of  the  laws  remains  fiif|^nded ;  tlie  mmifters. 
continue  to  perform,  under  their  r^fponfi- 
biHty,  all  the  a6ls  of  the  executive  power. 

XIV.  As  foon  as  the  regent  fhall  tak«  the^ 
oath,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix  his  allow- 
ance, which  fhall  not  be  altered  during  his 
regency. 

XV.  If  on  account  of  the  minority  of  the 
relation  called  to  the  regency,  it  has  devolv- 
ed to  a  more  diftant  relation,  or  been  fet- 
tled by  ele6lion,  the  regent  who  fhall  have 
entered  oii  the  exercife  of  it,  fhall  continue; 
his  fun.6lions  till  the  majority  of  the  king* 

XVI.  The  regency  of  the  kingdom  con-» 
fers  no  right  over  the  perfoni  of  the  minor 
kii^g. 

XVII»  The  care  of  the  minor  king  fhall 
be  confided  to  his  mother ;  and  if  he  has 
no  mother,  or  if  fhe  be  married  again  at  the 
time  of  her  fon's  acceffion  to  the  thronje,  or 
if  fhe-marry  again  during  the  miaority,  the 
care  of  him  fhall  be  delegated  by  the  legif- 
lative body. 

Neither  the  regent,  nor  his  ddcepd^fifei^. 
nor  a  woman,  can  be  chofen  as  gijardia:n  6f 
the  minor  king. 

XVIII.  In  cafe  of  theking^s  infanity,.  no-? 

toriqufly  admitted,  legally  , proved,  and  de- 

E.   .  clared 
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Glared  by  the  legiflative  body,  after  thre» 
fucoeflive  deliberations  held  monthly,  ther« 
fhall  be  a  regency,  as  long  as  fuch  incapa- 
dty  continues. 


Section  III. 

Of  the  Royal  Family. 

I.  THE  prefumptive  heir  (hall  bear  the 
name  of  Prince  Royal.  He  cannot  go  out 
of  the  kingdom,  without  a  decree  of  the 
legiflative  body,  and  the  king's  confent. 

If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  if,  being  ar- 
rived at  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  do  not 
return  to  France,  after  being  required  by  a 
proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body,  he  is 
held  to  have  abdicated  the  right  of  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  throne. 

II.  If  the  prefumptive  heir  be  a  minor ;  the 
relation  of  full  age,  and  next  in  order  to  the 
regency,  is  bound  to  refide  within  the  king- 
dom. In  cafe  of  his  going  out  of  it,  and 
not  returning  on  the  requifition  of  the  l^if- 
lative  body,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdi- 
cated hb  right  to  the  regency. 

II.  The  mother  of  the  minor,  king,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  the  care  of  him,  or  the  guardian  ele6led» 
if  they  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  forfeit  their 
charge. 

If  the  mother  of  the  prefumtive  heir,  a 
minor,  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  (he  cannot, 
even  after  her  return,  have  the  care  of  her 
minor  fon,  become  king,  but  by  a  decree  of 
the  legiflative  body. 

IV.  A  law  fhall  be  made  to  regulate  the 
education  of  the  minor  king,  and  that  of  the 
minor  heir  prefumptive. 

V.  The  members  of  the  royal  family  call- 
ed to  the  eventual  fucceflion  to  the  throne, 
enjoy  the  rights  of  an  a6live  citizen,  but  are 
not  eligible  to  any  places,  employs,  or  func- 
tions, in  the  nomination  of  the  people. 

Excepting  the  places  of  minifters,  they  are 
capable  of  offices  and  employs  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  king  ;  however,  they  cannot  be 
commanders  in  chief  of  any  army  or  fleet, 
nor  fulfil  the  fun6tions  of  ambafladors,  with* 
out  the  confent  of  the  legiflative  body, 
granted  on  the  propofition  of  the  king. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  royal  family, 
called  to  the  eventual  fucceflion  to  the  throne, 
fliall  add  the  denomination  of  French  Prince, 
to  the  name  which  fliall  have  been  given 

-^^them  in  the  civil  a6l,  Rating  their  birth ;  and 
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this  name  can  neither  be  patronymic,  nor 
fcMrmed  of  any  of  the  qualifications  abolilhed 
by  the  prefent  conftitution. 

The  denomination  of  Prince  cannot  be 
given  to  any  other  individual,  ^nd  (hall 
convey  no  privilege ;  nor  any  exception  to 
the  comnK>n  rights  of  all  Frenchmen. 

VII.  The  a6ls,  by  which  fliall  be  legally 
ftated  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of 
the  French  princes,  fliall  be  prefented  to  the 
legiflative  body,  who  fliall  command  the  de- 
pofit  of  them  in  their  archives. 

VIIL  No  real  apanage  (in  hnd)  fliall  b» 
granted  to  the  memb^s  of  the  royal  family  • 

The  younger  fo»»  of  the  king  fliall  re- 
ceive, at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  or  on  their 
marriage,  an  annuity,  the  amount  of  which 
fhall  be  fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  and 
which  fliall  terminate  with  the  extinction  of 
their  male  heirs. 


Section  IV. 

OfiMiniJiers. 

I.  To  the  king  alone  belongs  the  choict 
and  revocation  of  minifters, 

II.  The 
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II.  The  members  of  the  prefent  national 
affembly,  and  fucceeding  legiflatures,  the 
members  of  the  tribunal  of  annulm^it^  and 
thofe  who  ftiall  ferve  in  the  high  jury,  can*- 
not  be  advanced  to  the  minilhy^  nor  receive 
any  offices^  gifts,  penfions^  falaries,  or  com^ 
miffions  from  the  executive  powet,  or  iti 
agents,  during  the  continuance  of  their 
ftin6lions,  nor  during  two  years  after  hav^ 
ing  finiflied  the  exer  cife  of  them . 

The  fame  (hall  be  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to 
thofe  who  (hall  be  only  inferibed  in  the  lift 
of  the  high  juty ,  during  all  the  time  that 
their  infcription  (hallccMitinue. 

III.  No  one  can  enta:  upon  the  ex^dfe  ct 
any  employ^  either  in  the  bureaux  of  mihif- 
ters,  or  in  thofe  of  the  adminiflrations  of 
public  power,  without  having  taken  the  civic 
oath,  and  having  verified  his  having  t^ken 
it. 

IV.  No  order  of  the  king  can  be  executed, 
if  it  be  not  figned  by  him,  and  counterlign- 
ed  by  the  minifter  or  comptroller  of  the  de* 
partment. 

V.  The  minifters  are  refponfible  for  all 
the  offences  committed  by  them  againft  the 
national  fafety  and  the  conftitution  ; 

E  3  For 
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For  every  attack  on  individual  property 
and  liberty  ; 

For  every  wafte  of  the  money  allotted  for 
the  expences  of  their  department. 

VI.  In  no  cafe  can  the  written  or  verbal 
order  of  a  king,  fhelter  a  minifter  from  re- 
fponfibility. 

VII.  The  minifters  are  bound  to  prefent 
every  year  to  the  legiflative  body,  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion,  the  ftate  of  the  ex-^ 
pences  of  their  department ;  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  employment  of  the  fums  de- 
llined  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  mention  the 
abufes  which  may  have  crq)t  into  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  government 

,  VIII.  No  minifter,  in  or  out  of  place>  can 
be  criminally  profecuted  for  any  tranlaftion 
of  his  adminiftration,  without  a  decree  of 
the  legiflative  body. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    III. 
jof  the  exercise  of  the  legislative 

POWER. 

Section  I. 

Powers  and  FunSlions  of  the  National  Legip- 
lative  JJfembly. 

h  T^HE  conftitution  delegates  exclufively 
A    to  the  legiflative  body,  the  powers 
and  fim6lions  following : 

1.  To  propofe  and  decree  laws :  the  king 
can  only  invite  the  legiflative  body  to  tak« 
an  obje6l  into  confideration. 

s.  To  fix  the  public  expences. 

g.  To  eftablifti  the  public  contributions— 
to  determine  their  nature,  quantity,  dura- 
tion, and  mode  of  colle6lion. 

4.   To  divide   the    dire6l    contribution 

amongfl:  the  departments  of  the  kingdom— 

to  fuperintend  the  employ  of  all  the  public 

revenue^  and  to  demand  an  account  of  it. 

E  4  &.  To 
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5.  To  decree  the  creation  or  fuppreflion 
of  public  offices, 

6.  To  determine  the  quality,  weight,  im- 
preflion,  and  name  of  the  coin. 

7.  To  permit  or  prohibit  the  introdu6tion 
of  foreign  troops  into  the  French  territories, 
and  of  foreign  naval  forces  into  the  ports 
of  the  kingdom. 

8.  To  fix  annually,  after  the  propofition 
of  the  king,  the  number  of  men  and  (hips 
of  wWch  the  land  and  naval  armies  fliall  be 
compofed  ;  the  pay  and  number  of  indivi'*^ 
duals  of  each  rank  ;  the  rules  of  admiflion 
and  promotion  ;  the  forms  of  inrolment  and 
difdiarge ;  the  formation  of  naval  equip- 
ments ;  the  admiflion  of  foreign  troops,  or 
naval  forces,  into  the  ferviceof  France ;  and 
the  pay  of  the  troops,  in  cafe  of  their  being 
difbanded. 

9.  To  regulate  the  adminiftrative  govern- 
ment, and  the  alienation  of  the  national 
domains. 

10.  To  profecttte before  the  high  national 
court,  the  minifters  and  principal  agents  of 
the  executive  power,  in  what  relates  to  their 
refponfibility. 

To  accafe  and  profecute  before  the  feme 
court,  tbofe  who  Ihall  be  charged  with  any 

attack 
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attack  <5r<)bnfpiracyirgamft  the  generalfefety 
of  the  fl?ate,or  againfl:  the  conftitution. 

11.  To  eftablifti  the  laws,  according  to 
which  marks  of  honour  or  decoratbns  pure- 
ly perfonal,  (hall  be  granted  to  thole  who 
have  reaidered  fervices  to  the  ftate. 

It.  The  legiflative  body  have  the  right  to 
decree  public  honours  to  the  memory  of 
great  men. 

II.  War  cannot  be  determined  on,  but  by 
a  decree  of  the  legiflative  body,  paffed  on 
the  formal  and  neoeffary  propofition  of  the 
l^ing,  and  fan6tioned  by  him. 

In  the  cafe  of  imminent  or  commenced  hof- 
tilities,  of  an  ally  to  befupported,  6r  a  right 
td  be  preferved  by  force  of  arms,  the  king 
(hall  notify  the  fame  without  delay  to  the 
legiflative  body,  and  (hall  declare  the  rea- 
fons  of  it. 

If  the  legiflative  body  be  not  fitting,  the 
king  (hall  afiemble  it  immediately. 

If  the  Jlegiflative  body  decide  that  war 
ought  not  to  be  made,  the  king  (hall  im* 
mediately  tabs  meafures  to  ftop  or  prevent 
all  hofliUties,  the  roinifters  being  refpon(i- 
ble  for  delays. 

If  the  legiflative  body  find  that  the  hoftili- 

ties 
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ties  commenced  are  a  palpable  aggreffion  on 
the  part  of  minifters,  or  any  other  agent  of 
the  executive  power,  the  author  of  the  ag- 
greffion fhall  be  profecuted  criminally. 

During  th^  whole  courfe  of  war,  the  legif- 
lative  body  may  require  the  king  to  nego- 
ciate  peace,  and  the  king  is  bound  to  yield 
to  this  requifition. 

On  the  immediate  conclufion  of  war,  the 
legiflative  body  fliall  fix  the  time  within 
which  the  troops  levied  above  the  peace 
eftabifhment,  fhall  be  difcharged,  and  the 
army  reduced  to  its  ordinary  ftate. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  body  to 
ratify  treaties  of  peace,  alliance  and  com- 
merce ;  and  no  treaty  fliall  have  efFedl  but 
1  by  this  ratification. 

i  IV.  The  legiflative  body  has  the  right  of 

determining  the  place  of  its  fittings,  of  con- 
tinuing them  as  long  as  it  fliall  think  ne- 
ceflary,  and  of  adjourning ;  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  reign,  if  it  be  not  fit- 
ting, it  fliall  be  bound  to  meet  without 
delay. 

It  has  the  right  of  police  in  the  place  of 
its  fitting,  and  to  fuch  extent  around  it  as 
fliall  be  determined. 

It  has  the  right  of  difcipline  over  its  mem- 
bers ; 
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bers ;  but  it  can  pronounce  no  heavier  pu- 
nifhment  than  cenfure,  arreft  for  eight  days, 
or  imprifonment  for  three. 

It  has  the  right  of  difpofing,  for  its  fafety, 
and  the  refpe6l  that  is  due  to  it,  of  the  forces 
which  IhaU  be  placed,  by  its  confent,  in  the 
city  where  it  (hall  hold  its  fittings. 

V.  The  executive  power  cannot  march, 
or  quarter  or  ftation  any  troops  of  the  line 
within  thirty  thoufand  toifes  of  the  legiflative 
body,  except  on  its  requifition,  or  by  its  au- 
thority. 


Section  II. 
Holding  of  the  Sittings,  and  Form  of  Deli^ 


I.  THE  deliberations  of  the  legiflative 
body  ftiall  be  public,  and  the  proceedings  of 
its  fittings  fliall  be  printed. 

II.  The  legiflative  body  may,  however* 
on  any  occafion,  form  itfelf  into  a  general 
committees 

Fifty  members  IhaU  have  a  right  to  der 
mand  this. 
JDuriiig  the  continuance  of  the  general 

committee. 
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txmmitte^  the  afliftants  (hall  retire^  the 
chair  of  the  prefident  (hall  be  vaoant»  and 
order  fliall  be  maintained  by  the  vice*pre- 
iident. 

IIL  No  legiflativeac):  can  be  debated  and 
decreed,  except  in  the  fcdlowing  form : 

IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  fhall  be  read 
thrice,  art  tliree  intervals,  the  fliorteft  of 
vrhich  cannot  be  lefs  than  e^ht  days. 

V.  The  difcuflion  Ihall  be  opai  after  every 
reading ;  neverthelefs  after  the  firft  or  fe- 
cond  reading,  the  legiflative  body  roay  de- 
clare that  there  is  reafon  for  adjournment, 
or  that  there  is  no  need  for  deliberation  ;  in 
this  laft  cafe,  the  plan  of  the  decree  may  be 
introduced  again  in  the  fame  feffion. 

Every  plan  of  a  decree  (hall  be  printed 
and  diftributed  before  the  fecond  reading  of 
it  can  be  commenced. 

VI.  After  the  third  reading,  the  prefident 
fhall  be  bound  to  propofe  it  to  deliberation ; 
and  the  legiflative  body  (hall  decide,  wheth» 
they  afe  qualified  to  pa(8  a  definitive  dearee, 
or  wouM  rath^  chocrffe  to  poftpone  their 
decifion,  in  order  to  gather  more^taiple  m^ 
formation  on  the  fulje^. 

VIL  The  legiflative  body  caraWtdelibe^ 
rate,  if  the  meeting  dt)  n^«>itfift.<rfdt  leaft 

two 


two  hundred  mmihers :  and  no  de^ee  (haH 
be  niade,  ex(»pt  by  the  abfolute  majority  of 
votes. 

VIII.  No  plan  of  a  law,  which,  after  hav- 
ing been  fubmitted  to  difcuffion,  fliall  have 
been  reje6led  after  the  third  reading,  can 
again  be  introduced  the  fame  feflion. 

IX.  The  preamble  of  every  definitive  de- 
cree fhall  announce,  firft,  the  dates  of  thofe 
fittings  at  wMch  the  three  readings  of  the 
plan  of  the  decree  were  made^  fecond,  the 
decree  by  which  it  (hall  have  been  appoint-^ 
ed  after  the  third  readings  to  decide  defini* 
tively. 

X.  The  king  fhall  refufe  his  faacSlion  to 
the  decrees  whofe  preamble  fhall  not  atteft 
the  obfervance  of  the  above  forms  ;  if  any 
of  thde  decrees  be  fandlioned,  the  minifters 
fhall  neither  put  to  it  the  feal,  nor  promul- 
gate it,  and  their  refponiibiUty  in  this  re* 
fpe6l  Ihall  continue  fix  years. 

XL  Excepting  from  thefe  regulations,  de- 
crees recognized,  and  declared  urgent  by  a 
previous  deliberation  of  the  legiflative  body ; 
but  they  may  be  modified,  or  revoked,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  feflioa. 

The  decree  by  which  a  matter  fhall  have 
been  declared  urgent,  fhall  announce  the 

reafons 


reafons  of  it,  and  there  fhall  be  mention 
made  of  this  previous  decree  in  the  pream* 
ble  of  the  definitive  decree. 


Section  III. 
Of  the  Royd  Sandtion. 

I.  THE  decrees  of  the  legiflative  body 
are  prefentec>to  the  king,  who  may  refufe 
his  affent  to  them. 

II.  In  the  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  the  royal  af- 
fent, that  refufal  is  oiULy  fufpenjive. 

When  the  two  following  legiflatm'es  which 
fhall  follow  that  in  which  the  decree  was 
prefented,  fhall  fucceffively  re-prefent  the 
fame  decree  in  the  fame  terms  in  which  it 
was  originally  conceived,  the  king  fhall  be 
deemed  to  have  given  his  fandlion. 

III.  The  affent  of  the  king  is  exprefled  to 
each  decree,  by  the  following/ormw/a,  fign- 
ed  by  the  king:  The  king  corfents,  and  will 
caufe  it  to  be  executed. 

The  fufpenfive  refufal  is  thus  exprefled  r 
The  king  will  examine. 

IV  •  The  king  is  bound  to  exprefs  his  af- 
fent. 
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fent,  or  refufal,  to  each  decree,  within  two 
months  after  it  ftiall  have  been  prefented. 

V.  No  decree  to  which '  the  king  has  re-^ 
fufed  his  affent,  can  be  prefented  to  him  by 
the  fame  legiflature. 

VI.  The  decrees  fandlioned  by  the  king, 
and  thofe  which  have  been  prefented  to  him 
by  three  fucceffive  legiflatures,  alone  have 
the  force  of  a  law,  and  bear  the  name  and 
title  of  laws. 

VII.  There  (hall  be,  however,  executed  as 
laws  without  being  fubje6led  to  fandtion, 

thofe  adls  of  the  legiflative  body  which  re- 
late to  its  conftitution  as  a  deliberating 
aflembly ; 

Its  interior  police,  and  that  which  it  may 
exercife  in  the  external  fpace,  which  it  fhall 
have  determined ; 

The  verification  of  the  powers  of  the 
members  prefent ; 

The  injun6lions  to  abfent  members ; 

The  convocation  of  the  primary  affemblies 
Jn  cafe  of  delay ; 

The  exercife  of  conftitutional  fuperin-* 
tendance  over  the  adminiftrators  and  mu- 
nicipal officers ; 

Queftions  of  eligibility,  or  the  validity  of 
eledlions. 

Exempting 
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Exempting  likewife  from  &n£Hoo,  a£bi 
relative  to  tbe  refponfibility  of  minifters, 
and  all  decrees  importii^  that  there  is 
ground  of  accuiktion. 

VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  kgiflative  body, 
concerning  the  efiaUiiliment,  prorogation, 
and  oolledlioQ  of  puUic  contributions^  (hall 
bear  the  name  and  tit]«  of  laws ;  they  ihall 
be  promulgated  and  executed  without  be- 
ing fubje6l  to  fan6lion,  except  with  refpe6t 
to  thofe  difpolitions,  which  fhould  eftablifli 
other  penalties  than  pecuniary  fines  and 
conftraints. 

Thefe  decrees  cannot  be  pafied  but  after 
the  obfervation  of  the  formalities  pr^fcribed 
by  the  articles  4,  5^  6, 7,  8,  and  9,  of  fedl.  II. 
of  the  prefent  chapter ;  and  the  kgiflative? 
body  (hall  not  infert  in  them  any  difpofitions 
foreign  to  their  object. 

Section  IV. 

CormeStim  of  the  Legijlative  Bo4y  with  tbe 
King. 

I.  WHEN  the  legiflative  body  is  defini- 
tively conftituted,  it  (hall  fend  a  deputation 

to 
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to  inform  the'  king*  The  king  may  every 
year. open  the  feflioii,  and  propofe  the  ob- 
jefts,  whichi  during  its  continuance,  he 
thinks  ought  to  be  taken  into  cdnfidera- 
tion  ;  this  form,  however,  is  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  necejfary  to  the  aftivity  of  the 
legiflative  body. 

II.  When  the  legiflative  body  wiflies  to 
adjourn  longer  than  fifteen  days,  it  is  bound 
to  inform  the  king,  by  a  deputation,  at  leaft 
eight  dayjs  previous. 

III.  A  week,  at  leaft,  before  the  end  of 
each  feffion,  the  legiflative  body  ftiall  fend  a 
deputation  to  the  kijig,  to  announce  to  him 
the  day  on  which  it  propofes  to  terminate  its 
fittings.  The  king  may  come,  in  order  to 
clofe  the  feflion. 

IV.  If  the  king  find  it  of  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  the  State,  that  the  feflion  be 
continued,  or  that  the  adjournment  be  put 
off,  or  take  placp  only  for  a  ftiorter  time,  he 
may  fend  a  meflage  to  this  efFe6l,  on  which 
the  legiflative  body  is  bound  to  deliberate. 

V.  The  king  ftiall  convoke  the  legiflative 
body,  during  the  interval  of  its  feffion,  at  all 
times  when  the  intereft  of  the  State  fliall 
appear  to  him  to  require  it,  as  well  as  in 
thofe  cafes  which  the  legiflative  body  ftiall 

F  have 
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have  fortffeen  and  determined^  previous  to 
their  adjournment. 

VI.  WhenevCT  the  king  fliall  vifit  the 
place  of  meeting  of  the  legiflative  body,  he 
ihall  be  received  and  condu6ked  back  by  a 
deputation  ;  he  cannot  be  accompanied  into 
the  inner  part  of  the  hall  by  any  except  the 
prince  royal  and  the  minifters. 

VII.  The  prefideht  can  in  no  cafe  form 
part  of  a  deputation. 

VIII.  The  legiflative  body  Ihall  ceafe  to 
be  a  deliberating  body  whilft  the  king  Ihall 
be  prefent. 

IX.  The  a6ls  of  cojrefpondence  of  the 
king  with  the  legiflative  body,  Ihall  be  al- 
ways counterfigned  by  a  minifter. 

X.  The  minifters  of  the  king  ftiall  have 
admiflion  into  the  national  legiflative  aflem- 
bly ;  they  Ihall  have  a  place  afiigned  them  ; 
they  Ihall  be  heard  always  when  they  de- 
mand it  on  ob]e61:s  relative  to  their  adminif- 
tration,  or  wlien  they  Ihall  be  required  to 
give  infonnation .  They  (hall  alfo  be  heard 
on  objefts  foreign  to  their  adminiftration> 
when  the  national  afiembly  ftiall  grant  them 
liberty  to  fpeak. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

OP  TH£  EXERCISE  OP  THE  EXECUTIVE  POWER. 

I.  ^nn¥LE  fupreme  executive  power  refides 
A    exclufively  in  the  hands  of  the  king. 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of  the  ge- 
neral adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  :  the 
^care  of  watching  over  the  maintenance  of 
public  order  and  tranquillity  is  entrufted  to 
him. 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of  the  land 
and  fea  forces. 

To  the  king  is  delegated  the  care  of 
watching  over  the  exterior  fecurity*  of  the 
kingdom,  and  of  maintaining  its  rights  and 
poffeffions. 

IL  The  king  names  ambafladors,  and  the 
other  agents  of  political  negotiations. 

He  beftows  the  command  of  armies  and 
fleets,  and  the  ranks  of  Marihal  of  France 
and  Admiral. 

He  names. two  thirds  of  therear.admiralst 
one  half  of  the  lieutenant-gener^s,  camp 
marfhals,  captains  of  {hips  and  colonels  of 
the  national  gendarmerie.         . 

Fa  He 
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He  names  a  third  of  the  colonels  and 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  a  fixth  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  Ihips — ^the  whole  in  conformity  to 
the  laws  with  refpe6l  to  promotion. 
.  He  appoints,  in  the  civil  adminiftratipn  of 
the  marine,  the  dire6lors,  the  comptrollers, 
the  treafurers  ,of  the  arfenals,  the  matters 
of  the  works,  the  under-mafters  of  civil 
buildings,  half  of  the  matters  of  adminittra- 
tion,  and  of  the  under-matters  of  conttruc- 
tion. 

He  appoints  the  commiflaries  of  the.  tri- 
bunals. 

He  appoints  the  chief  fuperintendants  of 
the  adminittration  of  indireil  contributions, 
and  the  adminittration  of  national  domains. 

He  fuperintends  the  coinage  of  money, 
and  appoints  the  officers  entrutted  with  this 
fuperintendance  in  the  general  commiffion 
and  the  mints. 

The  effigy  of  the  king  is  ttruck  on  all  the 
coinage  of  the  kingdom. 

III.  The  king  orders  letters  patent,  bre- 
vets, and  commiflions,  to  be  delivered  to 
all  the  public  offices  that  ought  to  receive 
them. 

IV.  The  king  orders  a  litt  of  penfions  and 

gratifications  to  be  made  out,  for  the  pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  of  being  prefented  to  the  legiflative 
body  each  feffion,  and  decreed,  if  there  is 
reafon  for  it. 


Section  I. 

Of  the  Promulgation  of  Laws. 

I.  THE  executive  power  is  charged  with 
ordering  the  feal  of  ftate  to  be  put  to  laws, 
and  cauling  them  to  be  promulgated. 

It  is  equally  charged  with  caufing  to  be 
promulgated  and  executed,  thofe  a6ls  of 
the  legiflative  body  which  have  no  need  of 
the  fandtion  ©f  the  king. 

II.  Two  copies  of  each  law  fliall  be  made, 
both  figned  by  the  king,  counterfigned  by 
the  niinifter  of  juftice,  and  fealed  with  the 
feal  of  State.  The  one  fliall  be  depofited  in 
the  archives  of  the  feal,  and  the  other  fliall , 
be  fent  to  the  archives  of  the  legiflative 
body. 

III.  The  promulgation  of  laws  fliall  be 
thus  exprefled : 

*^  N.  (the  king's  name)  by  the  grace  of 

*^  God,  and  the  confl:itutional  law  of  the 

'^  State,  King  of  the  French,  to  all  prefent 

F  3  ••and 
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*^and  to  come,  greeting.  The  National 
"  Affembly  has  decreed^  and  we  will  and 
**  ordain  as  follows : 

(Here  a  literal  copy  of  the  decree  fliall 
be  inferted,  without  any  variation.) 

^'  We  command  and  ordain  to  all  admini- 
**  ftrative  bodies  and  courts  of  juftice,  to 
*'  caufe  thefe  prefettts  to  be  tranfcribed  on 
"  their  regifters,  read  and  publifhed,  and 
"  polled  up  in  their  departments  and  re- 
*'  fpedlive  places  of  refort,  and  executed  as 
'*  a  law  of  the  realm ;  in  witnefs  of  which 
•*  we  have  figned  thefe  prdents^  to  which 
"  we  have  caufed  the  feal  of  the  State  to  be 
«  put/' 

IV.  If  the  king  be  a  minor,  laws,  pro- 
clamations, and  other  a<5ls  proceeding  from 
the  royal  authority  during  the  regency,  (hall 
be  conceived  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  N.  (the  name  of  the  regent)  regerlt  of 
"  the  kingdom,  in  the  name  of  N.  (the  king's 
**  name)  by  the  grace  of  God  andtheoonfti** 
«  tutional  law  of  the  State,  King  of  the 
*^  French,  &c. 

V.  The  executive  power  is  bound  to  fend 
the  laws  to  the  adminiftrative  bodies  and 
courts  of  juftice,  to  be  certified  that  they 
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are  fo  fent,  and  to  anfwer  for  it  to  the  ItgH^ 
lative  body. 

VI.  The  executive  power  cannot  make 
any  law,  not  eVen  provifional,  but  merely 
proclamations,  conformable  to  the  laws^  ta 
ordain  or  enforce  the  execution. 


Section  11. 

Of  the  Interior  AdminifiraUon. 

I.  THERE  is  in  each  department  a  fupe- 
rior  adminiftration,  and  in  each  diftri6l  a 
fubordinate  adminiftration. 

II.  The  adminiftrators  have  no  charadlet 
of  reprefentation. 

They  are  agents,  chofen  for  a  time  by  the 
people,  to  exercife,  under  the  fuperintend- 
ance  and  the  authority  of  the  king,  the  ad- 
miniftrative  fun6lions. 

III.  They  can  neither  intermeddle  in  the 
exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  fior  fufpend 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  nor  afliime  any 
authority  over  judicial  proceedings,  nor 
over  military  regulations  or  operations. 

IV.  the  adminiftrators   are  effentially 
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charged  with  the  repartition  of  the  direct 
taxes,  and  with  the  fuperint^idance  of  the 
funds  arifing  from  all  the  contributions  and 
public  revenues  in  their  territory. 

It  belongs  to  the  l^flative  power  to  de^ 
termine  the  rules  and  mode  of  their  func- 
tions, both  with  refpeft  to  the  olgedls 
above  m^itioned,  as  well  as  with  refpe6t 
to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  inteiior  ad- 
ininiftration. 

V-  The  king  has  the  right  of  annulling 
fuch  a6ts  of  the  adminidrators  of  depart-* 
ment,  as  are  contrary  to  the  law,  or  the  or-> 
ders  he  has  tranfmitted  to  thejn^ 

He  may,  in  cafe  of  obftinate  difobedience, 
QV  of  their  endangering,  by  their  a6ts,  the 
fafety  or  peace  of  the  public,  fufpend  thepi 
from  their  fuii^ions. 

VI.  The  adminiflrators  oF  department 
have  alfo  the  right  of  annulling  the  a6ls  of 
the  fub-admini(irators  of  diftri6t,  contrary 
to  the  laws  or  to  the  arrets  of  adminiffra- 
tors  of  department,  or  to  the  orders  which 
the  latter  fliall  have  given  or  tranfmitted. 

They  may  likewife,  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate 
difobedience  on  the  part  of  the  ful>admini- 
ilrators,  or  if  the  latter  endanger,  by  their 
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a6ls,  the  public  fafety  or  tranquillity,  fuf- 
pend  them  from  their  fun6lions,  with  the 
referve  of  informing  the  king,  who  may 
remove  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion. 

VIL  The  king,  if  the  adminiftrators  of 
department  Ihdll  not  ufe  the  power  which 
is  delegated  to  them  in  the  article  above, 
may  dire6lly  annul  the  afts  of  fub-admi- 
niftrators,  and  fufpend  them  in  the  fame 
cafes. 

Vlir.  Whenever  the  king  fhall  pronounce 
or  confirm  the  fufpenfion  of  adminiftrators, 
or  fub-adminiflrators,  he  ftiall  inform  the 
legiflative  body.  This  body  may  either 
remove  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion,  or  even 
diflblve  the  culpable  adminiftration  ;  and  if 
there  bie  ground,  remit  all  the  adminiftra- 
tors, or  fome  of  them,  to  the  criminal  tri- 
bunals, or  enforce  againft  them  the  decree 
pf  accufation. 
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Section.  III. 

Of  External  CormeStims. 

I.  THE  king  alone  can  keep  up  foreign 
political  conne6tions,  condu6l  negociations, 
make  preparations  of  war,  proportioned  to 
thofe  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  ;  diftribute 
the  land  and  fea  forces,  as  he  (hall  judge 
mod  fuitable,  and  regulate  their  direftion 
in  cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war  fhall  be  made 
in  thefe  terms :  By  the  King  of  the  Frencby  in 
the  name  of  the  Nation. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  refolve  and 
fign  with  all  foreign  powers,  all  treaties  of 
peace,  alliance  and  commerce,  and  other 
conventions,  which  he  fliall  judg^necef- 
fary  for  the  welfare  of  the  State,  with  a 
referve  for  the  ratification  of  the  leigfla- 
tive  body. 
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CHAP.    V. 

» 

OF  THE   JUDICIAL   POWER. 

L  npHE  judicial  power  can  in  no  cafe  be 
A    exercifed,  either  by  the  legiflative 
body,  or  the  king. 

II.  Juftice  ftiall  be  gratuitoufly  rendered, 
by  judges  chofen  for  a  time  by  the  people, 
ioftituted  by  letters  patent  of  the  king,  who 
ipannot  refufe  to  grant  them.  They  cannot 
be  depofed,  but  for  forfeiture  duly  judged ; 
nor  fufpended,  but  for  an  accufation  ad-» 
mitted. 

The  public  accufers  fliall  be  named  by 
the  people. 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  either  interfere 
in  the  exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  or 
fufpend  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  under- 
take the  adminiftrative  fun6tions,  or  cite  be* 
fore  them  the  adminiftrators,  on  account  of 
their  functions. 

IV.  The  citizens  cannot  be  withdrawn 
from  the  judges  whom  the  law  afligns  to 
them  by  any  oommilfion,  or  by  any  other 

attributions 


attributions  or  evocations  than  thofe  which 
are  determined  by  the  laws. 

V.  The  right  of  the  citizens  to  terminate 
definitively  their  difputes  by  the  way  of 
arbitration,  ftiall  receive  no  infringement 
from  the  adls  of  the  legiflative  power. 

VI.The  ordinary  courts  of  juftice  cannot 
receive  any  civil  a6lion,  until  it  be  certified  to 
them  that  the  parties  have  appeared,  or  that 
the  purluCT  has  cited  the  oppofite  party  to 
appear  before  mediators^  to  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation. 

VII.  There  fhall  be  one  or  more  judges  of 
peace  in  the  canton  and  in  the  towns.  The 
number  of  them  Ihall  be  determined  by  the 
legiflative  power. 

VIII.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  power 
to  regulate  the  number  and  extent  of  jurif- 
di6lion  of  the  tribunals,  and  the  number  of 
judges  of  which  each  tribunal  fliall  be  com- 
pofed. 

IX.  In  criminal  matters,  no  citizen  can  be 
tried  but  on  an  accufation  received  by  a  jury, 
or  decreed  by  the  legiflative  body,  in  the 
cafes  where  it  belongs  to  it  to  purfue  the 
accufation. 

After  the  admiflion  of  the  accufation,  the 
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fa6l  {hall  be  recognized  and  declared  by  a 

The  accufed  fhall  have  a  right  to  refufe, 
as  far  as  twenty  jurors,  without  affigning 
reafons. 

The  jury  which  declares  the  fact,  cannot 
be  of  fewer  than  twelve  members. 

Th€  application  of  the  law  ftiall  be  made 
by  judges. 

The  infl:ru6tion  of  the  procefs  fhall  be 
public,  and  the  afliftance  of  counfel  cannot 
be  refufed  to  the  accufed. 

No  man,  acquitted  by  a  lawful  jury,  cai\ 
be  retaken  or  accufed  on  account  of  the 
lame  fa6l. 

X.  No  man  can  be  feized  upon,  but  in  or- 
der to  be  condudted  before  an  officer  of  po- 
lice :  and  no  man  can  be  arrefted  or  detained, 
but  in  virtue  of  a  mandate  of  the  officers  of 
police  ;  of  an  order  for  perfonal  arreftation 
by  a  tribunal ;  of  a  decree '  of  accufation  of 
the  legiflative  body,  in  the  cafes  where  it 
belongs  to  it  to  pronounce ;  or  of  a  fentence 
of  iraprifonment  or  detention  for  the  fake 
of  corredlion. 

XI.  Every  man,  feized  upon  aod  condu6l- 
ed  before  an  officer  of  police,  fliall  be  ex- 
amined 
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atnihed  immediately^  or  at  lat^  in  twenty-* 
four  hours. 

*  If  it  refult  from  the  examination^  that 
there  be  no  groimd  for  blame  againft  him,  he 
fliall  be  dire6lly  fet  at  liberty ;  or  if  there  be 
ground  to  fend  him  to  a  houfe  of  arreft,  he 
ftiall  be  condu6led  therewith  the  leaft  delay 
poflible,  and  that  in  any  cafe  cannot  exceed 
three  days. 

XII.  No  man  arretted,  can  be  detained  if 
he  give  fufBcient  bail,  in  all  cafes  where  the 
law  permits  a  man  to  remain  free  under 
bail. 

XIII.  No  man,  in  the  cafes  when  deten- 
tion is  authorifed  by  the  law,  can  be  con- 
du6led  or  detained  any  where,  but  in  thofe 
places  legally,  and  publicly  marked  out  as 
houfes  of  arreft,  of  juftioe,  or  prifons. 

XIV.  No  guard  nor  jailor  can  receive  or 
detain  any  man,  but  in  virtue  of  a  mandate, 
order  of  arreft,  decree  of  accufation,  or  fen- 
tence  mentioned  in  the  tenth  article  above, 
nor  without  tranicribing  them  in  his  own 
regifter. 

XV.  Every  guard  or  jailor  is  bound,  and 
no  ordCT  can  releafe  him  from.the  obligation, 
to  produce  the  perfon  detained  to  the  civil 
officer  who  fuperintends  the  police  of  the 
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houfe  of  arreft^  as  often  as  it  (hall  be  requir« 
ed  of  him. 

The  produ6tion  of  the  perfon  detained, 
cannot  alfo  be  refufed  to  his  relations  and 
friends,  who  bring  an  order  from  the  civil 
officer,  who  Ihall  be  bound  always  to  grant 
it,  unlefs  the  guard  or  jailor  produce  an  or-* 
der  from  a  judge,  tranfcribed  in  his  regifter, 
to  keep  the  perfon  arretted  fecret. 

XVI.  Every  man,  whatever  be  his  place 
or  occupation,  except  thofe  to  whom  the  law 
confides  the  right  of  arreftation,  who  fhall 
give,  fign,  execute,  or  make  to  be  executed, 
an  order  to  arreft  a  citizen;  or  whoever, 
even  in  the  cafes  of  arreftation  authorifed  by 
the  law,  (hall  condu6l,  receive,  or  retain  9 
citizen,  in  a  place  of  detention  not  publicly 
and  legally  marked  out ;  and  every  guard 
or  jailor  who  fhall  a6l  in  oppofitioi^  to  the 
difpofition  of  the  above  XIV.  and  XV.  ar- 
ticles, fliall  be  culpaUe  of  the  crime  of 
arbitrary  detention. 

XV II.  No  man  can  be  taken  up,  or  pro- 
fecuted,  on  account  of  the  writings  which 
he  has  made  to  be  printed  or  publiftied, 
whatever  be  their  fubje6l,  if  he  has  not  de-^ 
fignedly  provoked  difobedience  to  the  law, 
outrage  to  the  eftablilhed  powers,  and  re- 
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iiftance  to  their  adls,  or  any  of  the  a6^ions 
declared  crimes  or  offences  by  the  law. 

The  cenfure  of  all  the  a6ls  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  powers  is  permitted ;  biit  voluntary 
calmnnies  againft  the  probity  of  public  of- 
ficers, and  againft  the  redlitude  of  their  in- 
tentions in  the  exercife  of  their  fundlions, 
may  be  profecuted  by  thofe  who  are  the 
fubjeft  of  them. 

Calumnies,  or  injurious  fayings  againft 
any  kind  of  perfons,  relative  to  the  adlions 
of  their  private  life,  ftiall  be  punilhed  by 
profecution. 

XVIII.  No  man  can  be  judged,  either  ci- 
villy or  criminally,  for  a6ls  of  writing,  print- 
ing or  publilhing,  except  it  has  been  re- 
cognifed  and  declared  by  a  jury,  ift,  that 
there  is  an  offence  in  the  writing  denounc-^ 
ed;  sd,  that  the  perfon  profecuted  is 
guilty  of  it. 

XIX.  There  Ihall  be,  for  the  whole  king- 
dom, one  only  tribunal  of  annulment,  efta- 
blilhed  near  the  legiflative  body.  Its  func- 
tions fliall  be,  to  pronounce 

On  demands  of  annulment  of  judgments 
given  in  the  laft  refort  by  the  tribunals  ; 
On  demands  of  being  remitted  from  one 
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ttitunsli  to  kiiother,  for. lawful  caufes  df 
fufpiciori; 

On  regulatiofis  refpefting  judges,  and 
fuits  againft  a  whole  tribunal. 

XX  i  In  queftjons  of  annulment,  the  tri-* 
bunal  of  annulment  iliall  never  take  cognizr 
ance  of  the  af&ir  itfelf ;  but  after  having 
annulled  the  fentence  which  (hall  have  been 
pronounced  in  a  procefs,  and  in  which  the 
forms  have  been  violated,  or  which  (hall 
contain  an  exprefs  contradi6lion  to  the  lawi 
it  (hall  remit  the  original  al&ir  to  the  tri^ 
bunal  which  ought  to  decide  on  it. 

!XXL  When,  after  being  twice  annulled 
a  fentence  pronounced  by  a  third  tribunai 
ihall  be  attaclied  on  the  fame  grounds  as  at 
firft,  the  queftion  ihall  no  inore  be  judged 
by  the  tribunal  of  annulflient,  without  havr 
ing  been  fubmitted  to  the  kgiflative  body^ 
who  (hall  pafs  a  decree  dedarative  of  the 
law,  t6  which  the  tribunal  of  annulment 
(hall  be  bound  to  donform. 

XXIL  Every  year,  the  tribunal  of  annul- 
ment (hall  be  bound  to  fend  to  the  bar  of 
the  legiflative  body,  a  deputation  of  dght 
of  its  members,  to  prefent  a  (late  of  the  de-^ 
ciiions  pa(red ;  on  the  margin  of  each  of 
which  (liall  be  placed  ^  Ihort  account  of 
G  th€i 
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tlie  afiair,  and  the  text  of  the  law  which 
{hall  hav«  determined  the  decifion. 

XXIII.  A  high  national  cx)urt,  formed  of 
the  members  of  the  tribunal  of  annulment, 
"and  of  high  jurors,  fhall  take  cognizance  of 
offences  committed  by  the  minders  and  prin- 
cipal agents  of  the  executive  power,  and  of 
thofe  crimes  which  attack  the  general  fafety 
of  the  State,  after  the  legiflative  body  fhall 
have  paffed  a  decree  for  accufation. 

It  fhall  not  be  aflembled  but  at  the  prccla- 
mation  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  thirty  thoufand  toifes  at  leaft 
from  the  place  where  the  legiflative  body 
holds  its  meetings. 

XXIV.  The  orders  ifliied  for  executing 
the  judgments  of  the  tribunals,  fliall  be  con- 
ceived in  thefe  terms : 

"  N.  {the  name  of  the  king)  by  the  grace 
"  of  God,  and  by  the  conftitutional  law  of 
"  the  State,  King  of  the  French,  to  all  pre- 
"  fent  and  to  come,  greeting.  The  tribunal 
**  of  — — —  has  pafled  the  following  judg- 
"  ment :"  [^Here  fliall  follow  a  copy  of  the 
judgment,*  in  which  fhall  be  mentioned  the 
names  of  the  judges.]] 

"  We  charge  and  enjoin  all  officers,  upon 
"  the  prefent  demand,  to  put  the  faid  judg- 
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^*  ment  into  execution,  our  conimiffaries  of 
"  the  tribunals  to  enforce  the  fame;  and  aBL 
"  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  public 
"  force  to  be  affifting  with  their  force,  when 
'^*  it  fliall  be  legally  required :  In  witnefs  of 
"  which,  the  prefent  judgment  has  been 
'^'  figned  by  the  prefident  of  the  tribunal, 
^*  and  by  the  regifter.** 

XXV.  The  fun6lions  of  the  king's  com- 
miflaries  in  the  tribunals,  fhall  be,  to  require 
the  obfervance  of  the  laws  in  the  judgments 
to  be  given,  arid  to  caufe  them  to  be  exe- 
cuted after  they  are  paffed. 

They  fliall  not  be  public  accufers ;  but 
they  fhall  be  heard  on  all  accufations,  arid 
fliall  reqiiire,  during  procefs,  regularity  of 
forms,  and,  before  judgment  application  of 
the  laW. 

XXVI.  The  king's  commifTaries  in  the 
tribunals  fliall  denounce  to  the  dire6lor  of 
the  jury,  either  offifcially,  or  according  to 
orders  given  them  by  the  king ; 

Offences  againfl:  the  individual  liberty  of 
citizens,  againft  the  free  circulation  of  pro- 
vifions  and  other  obje6ls  of  commerce,  land 
againfl:  the  colle6lion  of  contributions ; 

Offences  by  which  the  execution  of  orders 

given  by  the  king,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
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ivindianis  delegated  to  hiixH  (hall  be  dif^ 
turbed  or  impeded ; 

InBringements  on  the  laws  of  nations; 
cppofition  to  the  exeaition  of  judgments ; 
^and  to  sJl  executive  s^$  proceeding  from 
cfi^liihed  powers. 

XXVIL  The  rainifter  of  jufticc  fball  d^ 
nounce  to  the  tribunal  of  appeal,  by  means 
of  the  king's  commiflary,  and  without  pre- 
judice to  the  rights  of  the  parties  interefted, 
the  %6\b  m  which  the  judges  have  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  their  power. 

The  tribunal  (hall  annul  thefe  a6ls ;  and 
if  they  give  ground  for  forfeiture,  the  fa6t 
(hstU  be  reprefented  to  the  legiflative  body, 
which  (hall  pafs  the  decree  of  accufation  if 
there  be  ground,  and  refer  the  parties  in- 
formed againft  to  the  high  national  court. 
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TITLE    IV. 


OF   THE   PUBLIC   FORCE. 

I.  THE  public  forefe  is  inftkuted  to  defend 
the  State  againft  external  enemies,  and  to 
maintain  internal  order  and  the  executioa 
of  tlie  laws, 
.    |L  It  is  compofed, 

Of  the  land  and  fea  armies  ; 

Of  the  troops  fpecially  deftined  for  home 
ferviqe ; 

Andj  fubfidiarily,  of  the  active  citizens, 
and  their  children  of  age  to  bear  arms^  re-^ 
giftered  in  the  roll  of  national  guards. 

III.  The  national  guards  do  not  form  a 
military  body,  or  an  inftitution  in  the  State ; 
they  are  the  citizens  thenafelves,  called  to 
aflift  the  public  force. 
•  IV.  The  citizens  can  never  embody  them- 
ielves,  or  a^  as  national  guards,  but  by  vir- 
tue  of  a  legal  requifition  or  authority. 

V.  They  are  fubje6t  in  this  quality  to  aa 
orgawiwtionj  to  be  determined  by  the  law* 
Q  3  Thej 
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They  fliall  be  diftinguiflied  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  by  only  one  form  of  difcipline, 
and  one  uniform. 

Diftin6lions  of  rank  and  fubordination, 
fubfift  only  relatively  to  the  fervice,  and 
during  its  continuance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  for  a  time,  and 
cannot  again  be  chofen  till  after  a  certain 
interval  of  fervice  as  foldiers.   • 

None  fhall  command  the  national  guard 
of  more  than  one  diftri^l. 

VII.  All  the  parts  of  the  pubk  force  em- 
ployed for  thfe  fafety  of  the  ftate  from  fo- 
reign, enemies,  Ihall  a6l  under  the  command 
of  the  king. 

VIII.  No  body  or  detachment  of  troopsi 
6f  the  line  can  a6l  in  the  internal  part  of  the 
kiilgdom  without  a  legal  order:. 

IX.  No  agent  of  the  public  force  caa 
enter  the  houfe  of  a  citizen,  if  it  be  not  on 
purpofe  to  e?:ecute  the  orders  of  police  and 
of  juftice,  or  in  cafes  formally  provided  for 
by  the  law. 

X.  The  requifition  of  the  public  force,  in 
the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom,  belongs 
to  the  civil  officers,  according  to  the  regula^- 
tions  provided  by  the  legiflative  power. 

XL  When  any  department  is  throughout 

in 
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in  a  ftate  of  commotion,  the  king  (hall  iflue, 
under  the  refponfibility  of  minifters,  the 
neceflary  orders  for  the  execution  of  laws^ 
and  the  re-eftablilhment  of  order ;  but  with 
the  referve  of  informing  the  legiflative  body 
if  it  be  aflembled,  and  of  convoking  it  if  it 
be  not  fitting. 

XII.  The  public  force  is  ejfentiatty  obedient ; 
no  armed  body  can  deliberate. 

XIIL  The  land  and  fea  armies,  and  the 
troops  deftined  to  preferve  internal  fecurity, 
are  fubje6ted  to  particular  laws,  both  for 
the  maintenance  of  difciplihe,  and  for  the 
manner  of  judgments,  and  the  nature  of 
punifhments,  on  occafion  of  miUtary  offences^ 


G  ^  TITLE 
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TITLE     V, 

OF  PUBIilC  CONTRIBUTIONS^ 

I.  PUBLIC  contributions  fhall  be  debate4 
smd  fixed  every  year  by  the  kgiflativebody, 
and  cannot  continue  in  fi?rce  longer  than  the 
laft  day  of  the  following  fdUon,  if  they  are 
not  ei^pyefsly  renewed. 

n.  The  funds  neceflary  to  the  difclwrga 
of  the  national  debt,  and  the  paynient  of 
the  civil  lift,  can,  under  no  pretea^t^,  be  vers 
f ufed  or  fufpended. 

The  falaries  of  the  nunifters  of  the  qathom 
lie  religion,  who  are  paid,  preserved,  eledledj^ 
pr  named  in  virtue  of  the  decrees  of  the 
National  Cpnflituent  Affembly,  form  a  part 
the  national  debt. 

The  legiflative  body  cannot,  in  any  cafe^ 
charge  the  Nation  with  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  any  individual. 

in.  The  accounts  at  full  length  of  the  mi-r 
jiifterial  department,  figned  and  certified  by 
the  nunifters  or  commiflioners,  fhall  be  ren-- 
dered  public,  by  bsing  printed  at  the  com- 
piencement  of  the  feffioji  of  each  legiflature. 

Sq 


So  ftiall  alfo  the  ftate  of  receipts  of  the  dif- 
ferent taxes,  and  all  the  public  revenues. 

The  ftate  of  receipt  and  expenditure  fliall 
be  diftinguilhed  according  to  their  nature, 
and  (hall  expr^s  thd  fums  leceived  and  d^*-« 
burfed,  y«ar  by  yew,  in  each  diftriift. 

The  private  expences  of  each  department, 
and  thofe  relative  to  the  tribunals,  the  admi*- 
iiiftrative  bodies,  and>  other  eftablifliinents, 
fliall  alfo  be  rendered  puUic. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  of  department, 
and  fub^adminiftrators,  can  neither  eftaHifli 
any  public  contribution,  nor  make  any  dif-* 
tribution  beyond  the  time  and  the  fums  fix- 
?d  by  the  legiflative  body  ;  nor  deliberate, 
or  permit,  without  being  authorized  by  iu 
any  local  loan  to  bo  charged  to  the  citizens 
of  the  department. 

V.  The  executive  power  direfts  and  fu- 
perintends  the  collection  and  paying  in  o£ 
contributions,  and  gives  all  the  neceflary 
orders  to  this  effie6l. 


TITLE 
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TITLE    VL 

OF  THE  CONNECTION    OF   THE    FRENCH  NA- 
TION  WITH   OTHER  NATIONS. 

THE  Fr^ich  nation  renounces  the  under-* 
taking  of  any  war  with  a  view  to  make 
conquefts,  and  will  never  employ  its  forces 
againft  the  liberty  of  any  people. 
.  The  conftitution  no  longer  admits  the 
Droit  d'Aubaine. 

Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in  France  or 
not,  inherit  the  property  of  their  parents^ 
whether  Foreigners  or  Frenchmen.. 

They  can  contra6l,  acquire,  and  receive 
property  fituated  in  France,  and  dipofeof  it 
as  well  as  any  French  citizen,  in  every  mode 
authorized  by  the  laws. 

Foreigners  in  France  are  fubje6l  to  the 
fame  criminal  laws  and  regulations  of  police 
as  French  citizens,  with  a  referve  for  conven- 
tions agreed  on  with  foreign  powers.  Their 
perfons,  eflfe6ls,  induftry,  and  religion,  are 
equally  protected  by  the  law. 

TITLE 
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TITLE    yiL 

^F    THE    REVISION    OF    CONSTITUtlONAL 
DECREES. 

I.  THE  National  Conftituent  Affembly 
declares,  that  the  Nation  has  an  imprefcrip- 
tible  right  to  change  its  conftitution  ;  and 
neyerthelefs,  confidering  that  it  is  moft  fuit- 
able  to  the  national  intereft  to  make  ufe, 
only  by  means  appointed  by  the  conftitution 
itfelf,  of  the  right  of  reforming  4:hofe  articles 
which  experience  fhall  demonftrate  the  in- 
convenience of,  decrees,  that  the  affembly 
of  revifion  fhall  proceed  in  the  following 
manner : 

IL  When  three  following  legiflatures 
fhall  have  declared  an  uniform  wifh  for  the 
change  of  any  conftitutional  article,  the  re- 
vifion demanded  Ihall  take  place. 
.  IIL  The  enfuing  legiflature  (that  com- 
mencing in  1791)  cannot  propofe  the  reform 
of  any  conftitutional  article. 

IV.  Of  the  three  legiflatures  who  Ihall 
fucceffively  propofe  any  changes,  the  firft 

two 
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two  fiiall  not  occupy  themfelves  relative  to 
that  obje6l,  but  in  the  laft  two  months  oF 
their  laft  feffion,  and  the  third  at  the  end 
bf  its  firft  annual  feuion,  or  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fecond. 

Their  deliberations  on  that  matter  (hall 
be  fubjefted  to  the  fame  forms  as  the  legif- 
lative  afts  ;  but  the  decrees  by  which  they 
Ihall  have  exprefled  their  defires  fhall  not 
be  fubjedted  to  the  fan6lion  of  the  king. 

V.  The  fourth  legiflature,  augmented  by 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  members  cho- 
fen  in  each  department,  by  doubling  the  or-^ 
dinary  number  which  it  furnithes  for  its 
population^  ftiall  conftitute  the  aflembly  of 
revifion. 

.  Thefe  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  mem- 
bers Ihall  be  elected,  after  the  nomination  of 
reprefentatives  to  the  legillative  body  (hall 
have  been  terminated,  and  there  Ihall  be 
formed  a  feparate  proces-verbal  of  it. 

The  aflembly  of  revifion  fhall  not  becom-* 
pqfed  pf  more  than  one  chamber. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  third  legiflature, 
who  fliall  have  demanded  a  change,  cannot 
be  elected  in  the  afl*^nibly  of  revifion. 

VII.  The  members  of  the  aflembly  of  re^ 
vifion,  after  having  pronounced  all  at  once 

the 
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the  oath,  ^  to  live  free  or  dky'  fhaH  individu- 
ally fwear,  to  cortfitie  them/elves  to  decide  on  the 
dff'eBs  ivhicbjhall  have  heenfuhmifUd  to  them 
by  the  unanimous  wi/b  of  three  preceding  Jegif^ 
latures;  tmd  t9  maintain^  in  other  rej^>e€ts^  with 
4dl  their  ppmr^  the  corfiitutim  of  the  kingr 
^i&ffif  decreed  by  the  NcUional  Cor^ituent^  Ajjem-- 
bly  in  the  years  178^,  1790,  and  17^1 ;  and 
to  be  iJ^ J^  J^itbfid  to  the  Nation^  to  -^  Law^ 
afidif  the  King.  ,    ^ 

VIII.  The  affembly  of  revifion  fliall  be 
bound  to  occupy  itfelf  afterwards,  and  with- 
out delay,  in  the  objedls  which  (hall  have 
been  fubmhted  to  its  examinatkm ;  and  as 
fotm  » this  in&L  is  iinifhed,  the  two  bmidred 
»id  fdrty«-iikie  new  memb^s,  named,  over 
and  £^v«,  (hdl  retire,  without  tal^ig  a 
part  in  any  cafe  in  the  legijlative  a^. 


The  French  colonies  atld  polteffibrls  irl 
Afia,  Africa,-  and  America^  although  they 
make  a  part  of  the  French  epmire,  are  hot 
included  in  the  prefeiit  conftitution. 


.  ) 


14o«e  ^i  the  pcwwars  iidlituted  by  the  don* 
liitation  hm%  a  right  to  change  it  in  its 

whole^ 
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Vhole,  or  in  its  parts,  excepting  the  reiformi 
which  may  be  made  in  it  by  the  mode  of 
revifion,  conforhiably  to  the  regulations  of 
Title  VII.  above. 

The  National  Conftitnient  Aflembly  com- 
mits the  depofit  of  it  to  the  fidelity  of  the 
legiQative  body,  of  the  king  and  of  the 
fudges,  to  the  vigilance  of  fathers  of  families^ 
to  wives  and  to  mothers,  to  the  attachment 
of  young  citizens,  to  the  courage  of  aH 
^Frenchmen; 


The  decrees  pafTed  by  the  National  Af- 
fembly ,  which  are  not  included  in  the  a6l  of 
conftitution,  (hall  be  executed  as  laws  ;  and 
thofe  anterior  laws  which  it  has  not  altered, 
fliall  alfo  be  obferved  fo  long  as  they  fliall 
not  be  revoked  or  modified  by  the  legifla- 
tive  power. 

(Signed)  Vernier,  Prefident, 
pougeard^  couppe, 
Mailly,  Chateau- 

RENARD,  ChAILLON. 

AuBRY  (Bifhop  of  the 
Department  of  the  Meufe) 
Darche,  Secretaries. 

Sept. 
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Sept.  3, 1791. 

The  National  Aflembly  having  heard  the 
Con/iitutional  Adl  above  read,  after  approving 
of  it  declare,  that  the  Conftitution  is  finifhed, 
and  that  it  can  make  no  change  in  it.  There 
(hall  be  named  immediately,  a  deputation  of 
fixty  members,  to  offer,  the  fame  day,  the 
Conftitutional  A61  to  the  King. 

(Signed  as  before) 


THE  deputation  being  named,  prefented 
the  conftitution  to  the  king  ;  who  received 
it  very  gracioufly  ;  and  gave  for  anfwer, 
that  he  would  confider  it  with  that  care> 
which  its  importance  demanded.  On  the 
13th  his  Majefty  fent  a  letter  to  the  Na* 
tional  Aflembly,  declaring  his  acceptance, 
and  explaining  the  motives  of  his  conduct. 
The  next  day  his  Majefly  went  in  Hate  to 
the  aflembly,  figned  the  conftitution,  and 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity.  On  the  iSfh  the 
conftitution  was  proclaimed  at  Paris,  and 
ftiortly  after  throughout  the  kingdom,  ac- 
companied by  the  univerfal  ftiouts,  and  re- 
joicings, of  a  great  and  a  free  people. 


^ 
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REMARKS 

ON   SOME    OF   THE    PRINCIPAL    ARTICLES 
OF  TH£ 

FRENCH  CONSTITUTION. 
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CHAPTER  THE   FIRST. 

Wifdom  of  the  National  AJfembly  in  framing  a  neW 
Confiituti^n — Remarks  on  theDeclaration  of  Rights 
-—T'he  natural  Equality  of  Mankind-^End  official 
DiJlinFiions,  and  political  Affociations — Right  of 
Sovereignty  in  the  People — Different  Syflems  con-- 
jidered — ObjeSlions  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights 
anfwered — Importance  of  general  Principles^ 


THE  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
France,  formed  into  a  National  Af- 
fembly,  ^appear  at  the  commencement  of 
their  proceedings,  to  have  been  ftrongly 
impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  that  duty  they 
owed  to  their  conftituents  ;  the  moft  necef- 
fary  and  important  part  of  which  was,  the 
formation  of  a  conftitution ;  and  fuch  a. 
conftitution^  as  might  prevent  the  renewal 
of  thofe  accumulated  evils,  under  which  the 
people  had  for  ages  fuffered.  The  fituation 
of  the  French,  antecedent  to  the  revolution, 
was  almoft  hopelefs.  The  government  was 
defpotic.  The  whole  fyftem  was  moft 
wretchedly  jnifmanaged.  The  numerous 
H  »  tribe 


tribe  of  nobility  were  poffefled  of  extr^-? 
ordinary  privileges,  and  exempted  froii^ 
taxes ;  while  the  whole  of  the  lower  clafg 
of  people  were  groaning  under  pppref- 
fion  and  flavery  •  The  clergy  were  rioting 
on  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  fterling 
of  national  property,  while  infidelity  and 
vice  were  continually  on  the  increafe.  Such 
was  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  finances,  that 
it  was  almoft  univerfally  thought  a  national 
bankruptcy  muft  have  (hortly  followed ;  an 
event  which  muft  have  plunged  the  empire 
into  the  depth  of  mifery.  But  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  enlarge  on  the  complicated  mifchiefe 
refulting  from  a  defpotic  government,  where 
kings,  minifters  of  ftate,  and  the  miftrefles 
of  each,  had  oppreffed  and  pillaged  the 
people  without  controul  j  and  where,  even 
under  the  mildeft  adminiftration,  the  moft 
intolerable  abufes  were  unreftrained  ^.  The 

neceffity 

*  I  have  been  aflured,  fays  Judge  Blackftone,  on  good 
authority,  that  during  the  mild  adminiftration  of  Cardinal 
Fleury,  above  fifty-four  thousand  kttres  dt  cachft 
were  ilFued,  upon  the  fingle  ground  of  the  famous  bull  unl^ 
genitui,  (Commentaries,  vol.  I.  page  135)  The  liberty  of 
the  prefs  was  under  futh  reftridiqns,  that  all  the  journalifts 
were  prohibited  by  an  arret  of  council,  dated  March  22. 
J  785,  from  publifliing  any  letter  or  diflertation  in  regard 
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heCeflity  6f  a  tegenerated  gdveriitrtfent  ivas 
acknowledged  and  inculcated  by  all  ranks 
of  people;  The  king's  letter  fot  convoking 
the  ftatfes-general,  to  confidef  of  a  rfeform* 
was  conceived  in  thefe  remarkable'  tferms : 
^*  We  order,  and  exprefsly  enjoin  you^  foon 
"  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  to  convene 
"  and  affemble  in  our  town  of  — — ^  in  the 
"  fpeedieft  nianiier  you  cani  the  moft  pro-*- 
*'  per  of  the  three  claffes  of  the  bailiwick^ 
"  or  fenefchalfhip  of  ■  *  *i  that  they  may 
*'  confer  and  contmutiicate  together  on  fubjedls 
**  of  complaints,  grievances,  and  remon-*- 
*'  ftranees,  and  the  means  and  advice  they 
"  may  propofe  to  the  general  affeiiibly  of 
**  the  ftates ;  and  after  having  done  thus 
"  much,  they  are  to  choofe  and  name  fuch 
"  and  fuch  perfons^  and  fo  many  and  no 
*•  more  of  every  elafs^  all  of  them  worthy  of 

to  legiilatlon  or  jurifprudence,  or  ^ny  eflay  attempting  to 
interpret  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.  Thofe  who  wifli  to 
fee  the  abiiles  of  the  old  fyftem  laid  open,  h^ve  only  to  ccrn- 
fult  La  Police  de  Paris  devoill^e,  2  vol.  8vo.  printed  at 
Paris,  aiid  fold  by  de  Boffe  in  London.  Or  if  the  reader 
iias  any  inclination  to  fee  the  dreadful  eifeSs  of  defpotifm, 
and  of  ariftocratic  pride  and  cruelty  in  private  life,  he  has 
Only  to  periife  that  affedting,  but  true,  domeftic  hiftory  re- 
lated by  Mifs  Williams,  in  her  Letters  from  Paris,  lamo 
printed  for  CadelL  . 

H  3  "  this 


•^this  diftinguiftied  mark  of  truji,  on  ac- 
**  count  of  their  integrity  and  the  fuperior 
"  abilities  they  are  endowed  with.  They. 
^*  (hall  be  furniihed  with  proper  in/irudfions, 
"  and  fugicient  potver  to  propofe,  remon- 
^'  ftrate,  advife,  and  confent  to  every  thing 
•*  that  may  concern  the  prefent  or  future 
■'  wwUs  of  the  ftate,  the  reform  of  abufes, 
*^  the  eftablilhment  of  a  7?^a^  and  perma^ 
"  /2^;2/  or^^r  in  every  branch  of  the  admini- 
•*  ftration,  the  general  pro/perity  of  our  king* 
'^  donij  and  the  welfare  of  all  and  each  of  our 
^'fubje^s'^r 

The  national  affembly,  properly  iraprefled 
with  the  importance  of  the  fituation  in 
which  they  were  placed,  refolved  not  to 
trifle  with  their  conftituents,  by  fuggefting 
trifling  or  temporary  reforms^  but  to  frame 
a  new  conftitutiout  and  to  eftablifli  it  on 
fuch  a  folid  and  lading  foundation,  as  would 
enfure  the  welfare  of  the  people.  It  was 
only  by  this  method  they  could  fulfil  their 
inftru6lions.  **  They  were  inconteftably  fent 
*'  to  make  a  conftitution  ;  this  was  the  de- 
^  fire,  this  was  the  want  of  all  France -f." 

♦  King's  Letter,  dated  Jan.  24th  1789- 
t  Firft  Addrefs  of  die  Ailembly. 

This 
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This  has>  however,  been  difputed  by  Mr* 
Burke>  as  well  as  by  feveral  others,  "  They 
"  have  (fays  this  gentleman)  ''  departed 
**  from  the  inftru6lions  of  the  people,  by 
^'  whom  they  were  fent ;  which  inftrudlions^ 
"  as  the  aflenibly  did  not  a6l  in  virtue  of 
*^  any  ancient  ufage,  or  fettled  law,  were. 
**  the  fole  fource  of  their  authority*/'  Who 
are  to  be  judges  in  this  cafe,  Mr.  Burke  or 
the  French  people?  The  latter,  undoubt- 
edly ;  and  they  have  fo  determined  the 
matter,  as  muft  remove  all  doubt  from  every 
impartial  mind.  The  national  affembly, 
lately  elefted,  confifting  of  an  entire  new 
body  of  men,  freely  chofen  by  the  people, 
ihade  it  their  firft  bufinefs  to  pafs  a  vote  of 
thanks ;  which  vote  was  unanimous,  and 
expreffed  in  the  moft  gratefiil  terms  to  their 
predeceiTors,  for  the  excellent  conftitution 
they  had  framed  for  the  nation. 

The  national  affembly,  on  whom  the  im^ 
portant  work  of  forming  a  conftitution  de- 
volved, commenced  their  labours  in  a  man- 
ner highfy  becoming  men,  whofe  minds 
were  enlightened  by  reafon  and  philofophy, 
and  who  were  caHed  to  a6l  as  the  free  re- 

*  Burke's  Reflexions,  p.  244. 

•  P  4  prefentatives 


prefentatives  of  a  great  empire.     liiftead  of 
attending  to  old  forms  and  Ciiftoms,  or 
confulting  prejudices  which  had  fo  long 
blinded  the  World,  but  which  they  perceiv- 
ed the  great  body  of  the   French  people 
were  happily  getting  rid  of,  they  refolved 
at  once  to  proceed,  to  what  ought  to  be  the 
very  firft  confideration  in  the  formation  of 
a  conftitution,   but  which  the  world  has 
long  loft  fight  of ;  the  pure,  primary,  ge- 
nuine rights  of  man.    With  fuch  a  defign 
it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  have  attempt- 
ed to  fupport  the  old  form  of  government : 
indeed  there  was  no  one  who  could  fay, 
with  any  tolerable    precifion,    what   that 
form  was.    It  had  been  for  centuries  mife- 
rably  deranged,  and  any  endeavour  to  fup- 
port it  would  have  proved  a  feeble  endea- 
vour to  prop  up  an  old,  crazy,  ruinous  man- 
fion,  which  daily  threatened  deftru6lion  to 
its  inhabitants.    The  affembly  more  wifely 
refolved  to  form  the  whole  afrelh,  and  to 
make  ufe  of  the  old  materials,  only  fo  far  as 
they  might  be  found  fit  and  proper  in  rear- 
ing the  new  edifice.   Such  a  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, one  fhould  have  thought,  would 
have  enfured  the  approbation  of  all  wife 
and  good  men ;  and  that  even  thofe  who 

have 


have  little  pretenfions  to  either  wifdom  ot 
goodnefs,  would  have  waited  until  the 
building  had  been  completed,  and  not  have 
haftily  cenfured  what  they  were  by  no 
means  competent  judges  of,  while  it  re- 
mained in  an  unfinifhed  ftate.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  affembly  were,  however^ 
violently  attacked,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad,  foon  after  their  commencement,  and 
for  reafons  which  redound  to  the  honour 
of  that  affembly,  though  they  were  intend- 
ed as  a  reproach.  Mr.  Burke  (as  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe  with  men  of  narrow  minds) 
judging  of  the  fentiments  of  others  by  his 
own,  degrades  himfelf,  and  ^tempts  to 
degrade  his  countrymen,  by  uling  the  fol- 
lowing mean-fpirited,  unmanly  language: 
"  I  am  bold  enough  to  confefs,  that  inftead 
"  of  cafting  away  all  our  old  prejudices,  we 
'^  cherifli  them  to  a  very  cohfiderable  de- 
"  gree ;  and  to  take  more  fhame  to  ourfelves, 
^*  we  cherifli  them  hecaufe  they  are  preju- 
**  dices ;  and  the  longer  they  have  lafted, 
"  and  the  more  generally  they  have  pre- 
^*  vailed,  the  more  we  cherifli  them  */'  In 
perfedl  confiftence  with   thefe  fentiments, 

♦  Reflexions,  p.  129.  -^ 
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if  fuch  crude  ideas  deferve  the  name,  Mr. 
Burke  is  continually  reviling  the  national 
affembly,  for  not  cherilhing  prejudices,  and 
preferving  forms  and  cuftoms,  which  truly 
had  been  the  means  of  keeping  the  people^^ 
for  fo  many  ages,  in  ignorance,  fuperftition 
and  flavery. 

Our  immortal  Shakefpear,  although  he 
wrote  in  an  age  lefs  enlightened  than  the 
prefent,  taught  us  much  better ;  what  he 
fays  concerning  an  attention  to  cuftom,  is 
applicable  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

"  Should  we  do  what  cuftom  wills, 
•*  The  duft  on  antique  time  would  lie  unfwcpt, 
•*  And  mountainous  errour  be  too  highly  heap'd^ 
««  For  truth  to  o'erpeer  *.** 

^*  We  are  to  cheriih  prejudices  becaujk 
**  they  are  prejudices :''  It  is  difficult  to 
treat  fuch  a  ridiculous  idea  with  ferioufnefs. 
It  reminds  one  of  a  common  expreffion  in 
familiar  converfation,  when  an  aflertion  is 
fupported  by  a  reafon,  to  which  we  fimply 
reply — "  That's  a  woman's  reafon/'  Irl 
jullice  to  the  female  fex,  more  efpeciallyof 
the  prefent  day,  when  our  ladies  poffefs 

*  Shakefpear's  Coriolanus. 
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underftandings  cultivated  and  refined,  as 
their  manners  are  poliflied  and  engaging, 
the  above  proverbial  expreflion  ought  to 
be  transferred,  not  to  the  other  fex,  to  whom 
I  Ihould  be  forry  to  have  it  generally  ap- 
plied, but  to  one  of  them  in  particular,  who 
no  doubt  will  be  truly  fenfible  of  the  ho* 
nour  intended  him.  I  therefore  humbly 
propofe,  that  in  future,  when  we  find  in 
company  any  one  obftinate  in  maintaining 
an  opinion,  which  cannot  be  fupported  by 
a  reafon  meriting  ferious  notice,  we  may 
exclaim — "  That's  Mr.  Burke's  reafon." 
The  gentleman  deferves  to  have  his  name 
thus  honoured,  as  a  fuitable  reward  for  his 
glorying  in  prejudices,  hecauje  they  are  prer 
judices.  Surely  it  is  hardly  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  the  conqueft  of  prejudices, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  fair  exami- 
nation, either  in  politics,  morals,  or  religion, 
is  the  duty,  more  or  lefs,  of  every  man.  In 
proportion  as  we  become  wife  and  virtuous, 
we  throw  ofFthofe  prejudices  which  chain 
and  cripple  the  mind  fo  unhappy  as  to  be 
under  their  dominion.  The  fight  is  often 
arduous,  but  the  vidory  is  proportionably 
glorious.    This  is  a  truth  which  one  fhould 
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hav6  thought  no  perfoft  in  the  ptefent  day 
would  have  ventured  to  difpute. 

The  legiflators  of  France  appear  to  have 
had  minds  fuited  to  the  importance  of  that 
great  work  committed  to  their  charge.  Pof* 
feffed  of  enlightened  minds  and  enlarged 
underftandings,  their  firft  endeavours  were 
to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  nation.  Ttiey 
drew  up,  for  this  purpofe,  an  excellent 
theory :  if  in  reducing  it  to  praftiee  they 
have  in  any  inftance  yielded  to  what  they 
apprehended  were  the  yet  remaining  pre- 
judices of  the  majority,  it  was  with  the  de- 
lign  more  effedlually  to  fecure  the  maint 
object ;  and  which  they  have  happily  ac- 
compliflied.  They  have  formed  a  eonftiti;- 
tion  on  principles^  which  operating  in  theit^ 
natural  courfe,  muft  in  time  bring  it  as  near 
to  perfedlion  as  human  nature,  in  the  pre-* 
fent  ftate,  can  probably  admit*  Let  us  ex- 
amine its  foundation. 

"  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
*«  France,  formed  into  a  National  Affemblyi 
"  confidering  that  ignoraacei  fofgetfulnefs 
"  or  contempt  of  the  rights  of  men,  are 
"  the  fole  caufes.  of  public  grievinceSi  and 
^*  of  the  corruption  of  gOveriiment^  have 
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^*  refolved  to  exhibit  in  a  folemn  declara-' 
"  tion  the  natural,  unalienable,  and  impre'- 
<*  fcriptible  rights  of  man,  in  order  that 
«  this  deplaration,  ever  prefent  to  all  the 
^*  members  of  the  Social  Body,  may  incef- 
"  fantly  remind  them  of  their  rights  and  of 
^*  their  duties ;  to  the  end,   that  the  a6ls 
"  of  the  legiflative  power,  and  thofe  of  the 
^^  executive  power,    being  every  moment 
^*  compared  with  the  end  of  all  political 
"  inftitutions,  may   acquire  the  more  re- 
^'  fpedl ;   in  order  alfo,   that  the  remon- 
^*  ftrances  of  the  citizens,  founded  hencefor- 
f^  ward  on  firaple  and  inconteftable  princi- 
"  pies,  may  ever  tend  to  maintain  the  con- 
f'  ftitution,and  to  ipromote  the  general  good. 
f^  For  thefe  reafpns^  the  national  affembly 
f*  recognizes,  and  declares  in  the  prefence, 
^^  and  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Supreme 
.*'  Being,  Jhe  foUpwing  rights  of  men  and 
"  of  citizens*. 

Such  is  the  folemn  exordium,  which  pre- 
cedes the  declaration  of  rights.  We  have 
Jiere  the  novel,  the  grand,  the  majeftic  fpec- 
tacle  of  a  great  empire,  confiding  of  a  fifth 
part  of  Europe,  aflembled  in  the  perfon  of 

*  Conftltution^  p.  17.  18. 
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its  reprefentatives,  to  regenerate  itfelf,  and 
to  declare  the  fundamental  principles  of  a 
new  conftitution.  Here  is  nothing  of  fe- 
cret  cabal  and  intrigue,  nothing  that  legif- 
lators  are  afraid  to  own,  or  afhamed  to  ac- 
knowledge. Confcious  of  the  purity  of 
their  motives,  and  their  views,  they  call  the 
great  governour  of  empires,  the  Supreme 
Being,  to  witnefs  their  proceedings,  and  with 
confcious  re6litude  claim  his  favourable  re- 
gard. A  fpe61:acle  this  without  a  parallel, 
and  which  muft  enfure  admiration  to  the 
end  of  time. 

The  reader  being  already  apprized  of  my 
intention  in  the  introductory  obfervations 
preceding  the  conftitution,  I  Ihall  now  pVo- 
ceed  to  confider,  as  concifely  as  poflible, 
thofe  articles  in  the  declaration  of  rights 
which  relate  to — The  natural  equality  of  man- 
kind— the  end  offocial  diflinSlions^  and  political 
ajfociations — and  the  right  off(wereignty  in  the 
people.  Thefe  articles  may  be  confidered  as 
containing  the  foundation  principles,  on 
which  the  fuperftrudlure  of  the  conftitution 
is  ere6led. 

With  refpecl  to  the  natural  equality  of 
mankind,  the  affembly  have  declared  ; 

«  All  men  are  born,  and  remain,  free 
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^  and  equal  in  rights :  facial  diftinftions 
"  cannot  be  founded  but  in  common 
^'utility*/' 

"  All  men  are  born^  and  remain,  free  and 
^*  equal  in  rights."  Although  this  is  an 
important  truth,  yet  it  has  been  fo  hidden 
from  the  world,  and  when  attempted  to  ba 
brought  to  light,  fo  mifreprefented,  that 
we  need  not  be  furprifed  if  we  find,  that  it 
has  been  received  with  indifference  by  fome, 
and  fteadfaftly  oppofed  by  others,  efpecially 
by  thofe  who  have  judged  it  neceffary  for 
their  purpofes,  to  keep  mankind  in  igno- 
rance, and  in  its  ufual  concomitant,  flavery. 
The  truth  of  the  article  has  been  frequently 
denied  on  this  ground;  that  we  cannot 
point  out  the  country  where  equal  rights 
are  pofleffed  by  the  inhabitants.  This  me- 
lancholy fa6l  muft  be  admitted,  but  the  con- 
fequence  to  be  inferred  from  it  is,  not  that 
the  rights  of  men  are  imaginary,  but  that 
the  various  governments  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  are  not  propsrly  framed,  and  that 
they  are  more  or  lefs  oppreflive.  The  ar- 
ticle, however,  does  not  aflert  what  the 
rights  of  men  are,  under  a  government  of 

f  (Ponftitution,  p.  x8. 
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defpotifm,  or  under  a  government  that  is  a 
mixture  of  defpotifm  and  freedom  ;   but 
what  they  are,  not  only  in  a  (late  of  nature, 
but  in  a  government,  the  principles  of  which 
are  the  moft  pure,  and  the  beft  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  general  good.    What  men,  or 
what  fyftems  are,  in  themfelves,  or  in  their 
origin,  and  what  they  are,  according  to 
vulgar  appearance,  is  often  effentially  difFe- 
f  ent.    For  example  ;  If  I  affert  that  Chrif- 
tianity  is  the  pureft  fyftem    of  religion, 
known  to  mankind ;  I  confefs  I  Ihould  be 
fadly  perplexed  to  prove  the  truth  of  fuch 
an  affertion,  was  I  only  to  refer  to  the  fyf- 
tems, the  dodlrines,  or,  to  the  ceremonies,  of 
the  majority  of  the  eftablifhed   churches, 
called  Chriftian  ;  but  with  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  in  my  hand,  and  referring  to  Chrifti- 
anity,  as   jdifplayed  in  the  fentiments  and 
lives  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  I  fliould 
have  little  difficulty  on  the  fubje6l.     With 
refpe^Sl  to  men  in  fociety,  it  is  the  duty  of 
reafon  and  philofophy ,  to  dire6l  their  atten- 
tion towards  thofe  principles,  on  which  fo- 
ciety wjs  originally  founded.     When  I  de- 
clare "  All  men  are  born,  and  remain,  free 
and  equal  in  rights ;"  if  I  appeal  for  the 
truth  of  the  declaration,  to  morf  of  the  go- 
vernments 
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vernments  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  ex- 
amine the  a£tual  fituation  of  mankind,  the 
evidence  would  be  againft  me*  ;  but  when 
I  make  the  above  declaration,  my  meaning 
is,  that  this  equality  is  the  birth-right  of 
all  inert,  and  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  de- 
prive them  of  it.  If  defpots  rob  them^  or 
if  men,  like  profane  Efaus,  meanly  barter 
this  birth-right  for  a  miferable  mefs  of  pot-- 
tage,  fome  paltry  trifling  intereft,  if  they 
are  '*  ignorant  or  forgetful/'  or  if  they  de- 
fpife  fuch  a  right,  this  by  no  means  alters 
its  original  nature  or  importance.  That 
men  are  naturally  equal,  may  be  proved,  if 
We  confider  the  firft  principles  of  fociety^ 
or  refer  to  the  formation  of  focial  bodies  in 
their  fimple  and  primary  ftate.  Some  writers 
have  gone  farther,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
trace  man  back  to  a  liate  of  nature :  but 

*  Les  hoirlmcs  pewvent  fans  doute,  n'etres  ni  libres  ni 
€gaux  par  It  fait,  mais  its  fefont  ioujourspar  k  droit.  Et 
remarqueZy  qu'il  ne  s'agit  ici  que  de  la  liberte,  et  de  Tega- 
lite  natureltes  ct  politiqiies,  et  point  du  tout  de  Tegalit^ 
fociale^  laquelle  e({  fubotdonn^e  au  plus  grand,  bien  de  la 
fociet6  Gommunei  c'eft  a  direj  au  plus  grand  avantage  de 
chacuii^ 

Obfervations  fur  I'duvrage  de  Alonfieur  Calbnne,  par  M. 
Boifly,  d^Anglals  Depute  a  rAffcmblee  Nationale,  p.  27. 
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there  is  no  occafion  thus  to  argue  abftraft^ 
edly  on  the  fubjeft.  A  ftate  of  nature  \s% 
in  fa6l,  a  ftate  of  folitude,  of  which  we 
have  only  one  inftance,  and  that  but  fof  a 
very  fliort  duration.  Man,  when  he  came 
but  of  the  hands  of  his  Creator,  was  in  him-^ 
felf,  in  a  ftate  of  perfedlion,  and  furrounded 
with  all  the  delights  of  Paradife  ;  and  yet 
it  was  pronounced  by  that  God  who  had 
formed  him,  "  It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone"  Man  originally  was,  and  ftill  is, 
fonned  a  focial  creature ;  he  is  by  choice, 
as  well  as  neceflity,  compelled  to  feek  the 
help  of,  and  to  unite  in  fociety  with,  his 
fellow-creatures.  We  find  it  our  intereft, 
as'well  as  our  duty,  to  endeavour  to  en?- 
creafe  each  others  happinefs,  and  to  flrive 

**  In  offices  of  love,  how  we  may  lighten 
"  Each  others  burden,  in  our  fliare  of  woe  *. 

Thus,  confidering  man  as  formed  for 
fociety,  we  may  obferve,  that  in  every  fo- 
cial ftate,  or  when  any  fociety  is  formed, 
there  muft  be  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  well  being  or  government  of  that 
fociety ;   and  the  primary  quellions   arfe, 

*  Paradife  Loft,  Book  X. 
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who  have  the  right  to  determine  upon  ftich 
rules  or  regulations,  and  what  is  the  grand 
end  to  be  conftantly  kept  in  view  in  fram- 
ing them.  The  proper  anfwer  is.  All  men 
are  born,  and  remain,  free  and  equal  in  rights  j 
focial  difUnSlions  cannot  be  founded  but  in  com^ 
mm  utility:  confequently  no  one  has  a 
right  over  another  when  forming  a  fociety ; 
and  whatever  laws  are  made,  or  diftin6lions 
conferred,  all  mull  be  agreed  to  by  comman 
confent,  and  for  mutual  benefit.  No  in- 
dividual has  a  right  to  di6late  or  compel. 
The  decifion  of  the  majority  is  the  only  le- 
gitimate authority.  Thefe  obfervations  may, 
perhaps,  be  extended  to  property :  I  mean 
fuch  property  only,  as  no  individual  could 
make  out  a  previous  claim  to ;  the  property 
which  Qod  originally  gave  to  man  ;  the 
earth,  wherever  he  ohofe  to  inhabit  it. 
There  was  a  period  when  the  common  pro- 
perty of  lands,  hills,  forefts,  vallies,  waters, 
was  open  to  all ;  and  on  the  divifion  of  fa- 
milies, or  focieties,  this  common  property 
was  the  fubjedl  of  mutual  agreement.  I 
hope  the  reader  will  ejccufe  me  for  refering 
him,  in  the  illuftration  of  this  fubjp6t,  to  a 
jbook  venerable  for  its  antiquity,  but  th* 
I  3  ftudy 


ftiidy  of  which  has  not  bqen  very  faftiion- 
able  of  late,  either  in  this  country  or  in 
France.  It  will  at  once  be  recoUecled ; 
I  allude  to  the  Bible.  As  the  credit  of  the 
book,  in  confequence  of  the  revolution,  is 
reviving,  that  fhall  be  my  apology  for  quot- 
ing it.  In  the  days  of  patriarchal  fimpli- 
city,  before  tyranny  and  luxury  had  made 
their  ravages  in  what  is  called  polifhed  fo- 
ciety,  we  have  an  account  of  the  fettlement 
of  tw^o  focial  bodies,  between  which  there 
had  been  differences  that  were  terminated 
in  an  amicable  manner,  by  mutual  coniient. 
The  relation  is  delivered  in  that  ftyle  of 
beautiful  fimplicity  peculiar  to  the  facred 
writings.  "  And  there  was  a  ftrife  between 
"  the  herdmen  of  Abram's  cattle,  and  the 
"  herdmen  of  Lot's  cattle :  and  Abram  faid 
"  let  there  be  no  firife,  I  pray  thee,  be- 
"  tween  me  and  thee,  and  between  my 
**  herdmen  and  thy  herdmen  ;  for  we  ar« 
"  brethren.  Is  not  the  whole  land  be- 
"  FORE  THEE  ?  Separate  thyfelf,  I  pray  thee 
<*  from  me  :  if  thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand, 
^*  then  I  will  go  to  the  right ;  or  if  thou 
^^  depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go 
w  to  the  I^sft.     And  Lot  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
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**  and  beheld  all  the  plain  of  Jordan,  that 
•^  it  was  well  watered  every  where.  Then 
*'  Lotcholehim  all  the  plain  of  Jordan  ;  and 
•^  Lot  journeyed  eaft :  and  they  feparated 
"  themfelves,  the  one  from  tjie  other.  Ab- 
^*  ram  dwelled  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
**  Lot  dwelled  in  the  cities  of  the  plain  */' 

The  remarks  which  have  been  made  con- 
cerning fociety  in  its  moft  fimple  ftate,  may 
be  extended  to  political  fociety,  or  political 
afibciations.  And  if  we  enquire  why  men 
thus  aflbciate,  the  reply  is,  "The  end  of 
**  pohtical  alTodations  is  the  prefervation 
"  of  the  natural  and  im prefer iptible  rights 
•*  of  man  :  thefe  rights  are,  liberty,  pro- 
**  perty,  fecurity,  and  refiftance  againft  op- 
"  preflrion-f  .'*  Here  the  neceffity,  and  the 
ufefulnefs  of  government  are  clearly  point- 
ed out.  The  grand  end  is  to  fecure  thofe 
natural  rights,  which  are  the  birth  right  of 
every  man,  and  of  which  he  cannot  be 
juftly  deprived ;  for  this  purpofe  political 
afibciations  are  formed.  All  political  power 
confifts  of  an  aggregate  fum  of  the  natural 
rights   and  liberties  of  tlie  perfons  over 

*  Gcnefis,  chap.  xiii.  verfe  7.  13* 
t  Conftitution,  page  18, 
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whom  it  is  exercifed.  In  a  jiifi  and  equi- 
table government,  no  more  liberty  will  be 
taken  from  the  individual,  than  is  neceflary 
to  form  an  aggregate  of  power,  fufficient 
to  prote6l  the  whole  againft  each,  and  each 
againft  the  other  *.  Similar  remarks  may 
be  applied  to  property.  In  a  juft  and  equi- 
table government,  no  more  property  will 
be  taken  from  the  individual  than  is  necef- 
fary  to  fecure  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
reft,  and  to  prevent  any  inroads  which  may 
unjuftly  be  attempted  on  it.  The  beft  go- 
vernment, therefore,  is  that,  under  what 
denomination  foever,  where  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  liberty  and  property  are  ex- 
changed, for  the  greateft  quantity  of  pro- 
tection and  fecurity.  Under  a  govern- 
ment formed  upon  fuch  principles,  "  Li- 
*^  berty  confifts  in  the  powei?  of  doing  every 
"  thing,  except  that  which  is  hurtful  to 
"  another:  and  the  exercife  of  the  natural 
*^  rights  of  every  man  has  no  other  bounds, 
**  than  thofe  that  are  neceflary  to  enfure  to 
»*  the  other  members  of  fociety,  the  enjoy- 

*  See  Sir  Brooke  Bobthby**  Letter  to  Burke,  p.  38. 
Second  edition. 
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f*  ment  of  the  fame  rights  ;  thofe  bounds  to 
*«  be  determined  by  the  law  only*/' 

I  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that  the 
God  of  nature  has  placed  us  in  fuch  vari- 
ous fituations,  has  formed  us  with  fuch  a 
diverfity  of  capacities,  and  endowments, 
and  has  fo  amply  provided  for  our  differ 
reiit  neceflities^  that  in  a  fociety,  founded 
and  conducted  on  proper  principles,  the 
trouble  and  expence  in  fecuring  our  rights, 
would  occafion  fo  little  inconvenience,  as 
fcarcely  to  deferve  notice ;  or  rather,  the 
advantages  derived  from  our  being  mem- 
bers of  fuch  a  fociety,  fhould  call  forth  the 
exercife  of  continual  gratitude  and  thank- 
Julnefs.  That  mutual  help  which  we  owe 
to  each  otlier,  would  then  be  properly  ad- 
jufted,  and  the  {lability  and  happinefs  of 
fociety  be  effe\51:ually  fecured.  When  a 
political  aflbciation  is  thus  formed,  the 
members  of  it  cann9t,  with  any  propriety, 
be  faid  to  refign,  or  to  lofe  their  natural 
rights ;  the  proper  mode  of  exercifmg  and 
enjoying  them,  are  the  very  ends  of  their 
aflbciating.     If  a  man  yields  a  fmall  part 

+  Conftitution,  p.  i8, 
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of  his  property,  he  trades  with  it,  he  ex-* 
changes  it  for  a  valuable  confideration  witH 
thofe  perfons,  from  whom  he  may  receive  ^ 
juft  equivalent.  The  hulbandman,  who  has 
neither  leifure,  ability,  or  inclination  for 
jthe  habitual  ftudy  of  political  concerns,  and 
who  wiflies  to  purfue,  undifturbed,  his 
peaceful  rural  occupation,  agrees  to  pay  a 
trifling  portion  of  his  land,  to  the  ftatef- 
Dian  who  feeures  to  him  the  enjoyment  of 
the  reft,  The  fame  remark  ipay  be  exten- 
ded to  the  mechanic,  the  tra4efman,  the 
manufadlurer,  and  the  merchant.  On  the 
other  hand  the  ftatefman  or  ftatefmen,  the 
king,  or  minifter,  or  reprefentative ;  in  other 
words,  thofe  who  are  placed  in  fuperiour 
fituations,  and  poflefled  of  fuperiour  endow- 
ments, and  who  are  chpfen  by  fodety  as  its 
guardians  and  prote6i:ors ;  as  they  part  with 
their  time,  and*  devote  their  talents  to  the 
welfare  of  fociety,  they  may  be  juftly  faid 
to  contribute  their  fliare  to  the  general 
ftock  of  public  welfare,  to  exchange  fome  of 
their  natural  rights,  to  trade  with  the  mem- 
bers of  that  fociety  ;  and  in  proportion  as 
they  give  themfelves  up  to  thp  public  fer- 
yice,  they  ought  to  receive  a  proper  recom- 
penfe  for  their  labour.    Payment,  liberal 
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payment,  is  their  juft  due.  Political  fociety 
thus  founded  on  the  principles  of  juftice 
and  equity,  is  an'  aflbciation,  a  partnerihip 
carried  on  by  its  different  members  for  mu-^ 
tual  benefit.  **  If  fociety  be  made  for  the 
**  advantage  of  man,  all  the  advantages  for 
"  which  it  is  made,  become  his  right.  It 
*'  is  an  inftitution  of  beneficence  ;  and  law 
*'  itfeif  is  only  beneficence  acSting  by  a  rule» 
"  Men  have  a  right  to  live  by  that  rule ; 
**  they  have  a  right  to  juftice,  as  between 
^'  their  fellows,  whether  their  fellows  are  in 
"  politic  fun6tion,  or  in  ordinary  occupa-*' 
*'  tion.  Men  havie  a  right  to  the  fruits  of 
**  their  induftry  ;  and  to  the  means  of  mak*- 
^  ing  their  induftry  fruitful  •  Whatever 
*<  each  man  can  feparately  do,  without  tref- 
**  paffing  upon  others,  he  has  a  right. to  do 
**  for  himfelf ;  and  he  has  a  right  to  a  fair 
"  portion  of  all  which  fociety,  with  all  its 
"  combinations  of  (kill  and  force,  can  do 
«  in  his  favour.  In  this  partnerihip  all 
^*  men  have  equal  rights. 

If  the  reader  does  not  recoUedl  from 
whence  the  above  quotation  is  taken,  I  am 
afraid  he  will  hardly  believe  me  when  I  io- 
form  him,  that  it  is  copied  verbatim  et  literatim 
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Bpodi  Mr,  -Burke  *.  It  is  granting  alinofl: 
all  that  the  warmeft  friend  to  the  rights  of 
man  can  wifli. 

-  A  perufal  of  thefe  fentiments  confirmed 
me  in  the  propriety  of  an  obfervation  which 
I  have  occafionally  made;  namely,  that 
there'  is  fomething  fo  excellent,  and  fo  con- 
vincing in  plain,  unadorned  truth,  tfiat 
thofe  perfons  .who  are,  in  general  its  mod 
yiolent  enemies,  are  at  times  compelled  to 
give  it  a  reception.  There  are  few  men 
whofe  prejudices  and  paflions  have  fuch 
«  maftery  pver  them,  as  entirely  to  exclude 
the  heavenly  vifitant.  The  above  language 
in  Mr.  Burke's  wildernefs  of  political  rer- 
iie6lions,  is  like  a  light  fuddenly  rifmg  out 
•of  darknefs,  which  for  a  moment,  cheers 
the  benighted  traveller.  "  The  light  fhines 
^♦*  in  darknefs/'  but  alas !  "  the  darknefs 
"comprehends  it  not/'  Had  the  right  ho^- 
iiDurable  gentleman  followed  the  natural 
lAferences  from  his  own  fentiments^  he 
would  have  written  a  work,  oppofite  in  al- 
rmoft  every  rcfpe6l  to  that  which  he  bos 
rwritten  ;  a  work  that  would  Iiave  done  inv- 

Reflc£lions,  p.  87. 
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mortal  honoiir  to  himfelf/ and  have  rcn^ 
derdd  his  name  the  pride  o£>his  country. 

From  what  has  been  obfeYved 'conctern-t 
ing  the  rights  of  men  in^  fodetyj  there  m\\ 
be  the  lefs^  occalfon  to  enlarge,  on  T&f 
right  of  fifVereignty  in  the  mtign.  Should 
we,  however,  afk  who  have  the  right  poll-* 
tically  to  affociate,  or  to  form  a  govern-* 
ment?  The  anfwer  is,  **  The  principle  df 
<*  (overeignty  refdeis  eflentially  in  the*  na^ 
•*  tion.  No  body  df  men,  no  individuafi 
**  can  exerclfe  an  authority  that  does  not  ' 
^*  emanate  exprefsly  from  that  fource  *.^ 
The  origin  of  power  is  here  traced  to  itS 
|)rimary  fource.;  all  power  is  declared  to 
^  be  derived  from  the  people.  They  have 
the  only  legitimate  bright  to  determine  on 
the  nature  of  that  form  of  government,  or 
conftitution,  which*  they  themfelves  are  to 
live  under.  They  are  the  fole  judges  of 
what  may  be  for  thfe  general  good.  That 
conftitution  muft  be  the  beft  ^nd  moft 
perfedt,  in  which  the  f^timents  of  the 
general  body  are  moft  fairly '  and  fully 
coUedled.  Law  can  only  be  juftly  entitled 
to  the  name,  when  it  I5  thu&  framed  by 

*  Conftitution,  pt   18. 
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€(»iinon  confent.  This  is  further  elxplain- 
ed  in  tne  fixch  article  of  the  decia'-ation  of 
i^hts.  **  The  law  is  the  expreflion  of  the 
«•  general  will :  all  the  citizens  have  a  right 
«*  to  concur  perfonally,  or  by  their  repre- 
**  fentatives,  to  the  formation  of  the  law : 
**  it  ougln  to  be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it 
^  pix>te<ht,  or  whether  it  pimifh.  All  citi- 
**  rens  being  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law/ 
*<  are  equally  admiflible  to  public  honcJur, 
**  pkccsand  offices,  according  to  their  capa- 
**  dty,  and  without  any  other  diftin^tion, 
^  bin  tlut  of  their  virtue,  or  their  talents  */' 
Thl^  miicle  is  fo  explicit,  and  fo  fully  ex- 
I^Atm  idelV,  as  to  render  any  comment  un- 

Th<>  principles  1  lid  down  in  the  declara- 
tlwi  %^righis>  which  we  have  been  difcufilng, 
mt^  lib  plain,  fo  juft  and  excellent,  that  we 
m^  rluiUtMige  any  one  to  give  us  a  better 
iKfOmn  t>f  the  proper  origin,  true  nature, 
•*Wl  u!  end  of  government.     We  are 

on  a  folid  bafis,     ylll  authority 
-  Ibc  people — All  is  executed  by 
^^ie  appoint,  ami — All  is  dejiga-- 
pf  the  people.     Here  is  no 
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room  for  intrigue ;  here  are  no  feparate 
interefts:  common  good,  general  utility, 
mutual  happinefs,  are  the  only  ends  in 
wew. 

Thefe  are  the  firft  principles  of  the 
French  conftitution.  They  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  river,  deep,  broad  and  majeftic ; 
from  whence  flows  a  variety  of  ftreams^ 
to  refrefh  and  rejoice  the  hearts  of  the 
French  people,  and  whofe  falutary  ef- 
fe6ls  extend  to  the  moft  humble  indivi- 
dual. Such  principles,  properly  underfl:ood, 
and  univerfally  pra6lifed,  conftitute  the  £x- 
cellence,  or  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expref- 
fion,  the  DIVINITY  of  government  ;  and 
when  tjie  happy  time  (hall  arrive,  in  which 
the  rights  of  men  fhall  be  thus  underftood 
and  praftifed,  then  will  government  an- 
fwer  its  proper  end,  and  be  produ6live  of 
the  true  welfare  of  mankind.  The  felicity 
of  the  human  race,  the  golden  age  of  peace 
and  love,  will  not  be  confined  as  they  have 
hitherto  been,  to  ancient  prophecy,  philo- 
fophic  theory,  or  poetic  fong.  All  that 
has  been  predifted,  imagined,  or  hoped  for 
in  fociety,  by  the  wife  and  the  virtuous, 
in  different  ages  of  the  world,  will  be  ac- 
iiompliflied  and  realized. 

When 


When  we  are  iearching  after  truth,  the 
opinionif  evenof  jgreat  men  ought  to  be  re^ 
ceived  with  caiition ;  but  in  proportion  as  we 
are  convinced,  that  fuch  men, are  from  th^ir 
^biliti^es,  fidelity^.and  impartiality,  quahfied 
to  difcufs  the  fubjecl  under  our  confideration, 
we  are  difpofed  to  hear  them  with  attention, 
and  to  tr^at  their  decifions  with  rdpedl; 
It  would  be  eafy  to  prefent  a  variety  of  au- 
thorities, by  which  it  would  be  perceived 
.that  the  principles  recommended  in  the 
French  declaration  of  rights,  have  been 
adopted  by  our  greateft  and  bell  political 
writers.  I  ftiall,  .li^oWever,  content  myfelf 
with  a  reference  tp  one  of  them  ;  and  when 
I  have  mentioned  the  name  of  Blackstone, 
it  would  be  prefuraption  in  me  to  add  a 
fingle  word  to  engage  the  ferious  attention 

of  the  reader. 

« 

**  The  principal  aim  of  fociety  is  to  pro- 
"  te6l  individuals  in, the  enjoyment  of  thofe 
"  abfolute^  rights,  which  were  inverted  in 
"  them  by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature ; 
'*  but  which  could  not  be  preferved  in  peace, 
"  without  that  mutual  affiftance  and  inter- 
"  courfe,  which  is  gained  by  the  inftitu- 
«*  tion  of  friendly  and  focial  communities. 
"  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  firft  and  pri- 
£  *^  mary 


"  mary  end  of  human  laws  is  to  mamtiitt 
♦«  and  regulate  thefe  abfolute  rights  of  indi-^ 
^^  viduals.  Such  rights  as  are  fecial  and 
•*  relative,  refult  from,  and  are  pofteriot 
*«  to  the  formation  of  ftates  and  focieties-t 
^  fo  that  to  maintain  and  regulate  thefe  ift 
*/ clearly  a  fubfequent  confideration.  And 
«*  therefore  the  principal  view  of  human 
^*  laws  is,  or  ought  always  to  be,  to  explain', 
**  prote6l,  and  enforce  fuch  rights  as  ar* 
*^  abfolute.  ' 

**  The  abfolute  rights  of  man,  coniidered 
« as  a  free  agent,  endowed  with  difcern^ 
**  ment  to  know  good  from  evil,  and  with 
**  pow»  of  choofing  thofe  meafures  which 
^*  appear  to  him  to  be  moft  defirabie,  are 
ufually  fummed  up  in  one  general  ap- 
pellation, and  denominated  the  natural 
liberty  of  mankind*  This  natural  liberty 
**  confifts  properly  in  a  power  of  a6ting  as 
**  one  thinks  fit,  without  any  reftraint  dr 
^  contfoul,  unlefs  by  the  law  of  nature,  beS- 
**  ing  a  right  inherent  in  us  by  birth,  and 
**  one  of  the  gifts  of  God  to  man  at  his 
••  creation,  when  he  endued  him  with  the 
•*  faculty  of  free  will.  But  every  man,  wheh 
**  he  enters  into  fociety,  gives  up  a  part  of 
*^  his  natural  liberty,  as.  the  price  of  fo  va- 
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f*  luable  a  purchafe,  and  in  conjideratim  of 
**  receiving  the  advantages  of  mutual  commerce^ 
**  obliges  himfelf  to  ^conform  to  thofe  laws, 
"  which  the  community  has  thought  pro- 
««  per  to  eftablilh.  And  this  fpecies  of  le- 
•*  gal  obedience  and  conformity  is,  infinitely 
"  more  defirable,  than  that  wild  and  favage 
**  liberty  which  is  facrificed  to  obtain  it. 
"  For  no  man  that  confiders  a  moment, 
*'  would  wifti  to  retain  the  abfoliite  and 
**  uncontrouled  power  of  doing  whatever 
"he  pleafes:  the  confequence  of  which  is, 
<*  *hat  every  other  man  would  alfo  have  the 
•*  fame  power ;  and  then  there  would  be  no 
«^  fecurity  to  individuals  in  any  of  the  eqjoy- 
«•  ments  of  life.  Political,  therefore,  or  civil 
"  liberty,  which  is  that  of  a  member  of  fo- 
«  ciety,  is  no  other  than  natural  liberty,  fo 
"  far  reftrained  by  human  laws,  and  no  far-' 
"  iber,  as  is  neceffary  and  expedient  for  the 
«  genera.1  advantage  of  the  public.  Hence- 
«  we  may  colle6l  that  the  law,  which  rer 
«  ftrains  a  man  from  doing  mifchief  to  his 
**  fellow-citizens,  though  it  diminilhes  the 
*«  natural,  increafes  the  civil  liberty  of  man- 
"  kind  ;  but  every  wanton  and  caufelefs  re- 
«  ftraint  of  the  will  of  the  fubje6l,  whe- 
«^  ther  pra6tifed  by  a  iponarch,  a  nobility, 
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*^  or  a  popular  affembly^  is  a  degree  of  ty- 
<*  ranny.  Nay,  that  even  laws  themfelveSi 
^  whether  made  with  or  without  our  con- 
^«  fent,  if  they  regulate  and  reftrain  our 
«  condu6t  in  rtlatters  of  mere  indifference, 
^*  without  any  good  end  in  view,  are  laws 
*^  deftru6live  of  liberty :  whereas,  if  any 
^«  public  advantage  can  arife  from  obferv*^ 
»•  ing  fuch  precepts,  the  controul  of  out 
*'  private  inclinations  in  one  or  two  par- 
^*  ticular  points,  will  conduce  to  preferve 
*<  our  general  freedom  in  others  of  more 
«  importance,  by  fupporting  that  ftate  of 
-"^  fociety  which  alone  can  fecure  our  inde- 
*^  pendence.  So  that  laws,  when  prudently 
^  framed,  are  by  no  means  fubvef  five,  but 
^«  rather  Hitrodu<5live  of  liberty ;  for  (as  Mr. 
•*  Locke  has  well  oWerved)  where  there  is 
^*  no  law,  there  is  no  freedom.  But  then 
"  im  the  other  hand,  that  conftitution  or 
-•♦  friune  of  government,  that  fyftem  of  law0, 
♦^is  alone  calculated  to  maintain  civil  li- 
•^  berty,  which  leaves  the  fub}©6t  entire 
^«  mafter  of  his  own  condu^,  except  in 
thofe  points  wherein  the  public  good  re* 
»*  quire  fonie  direction  or  reftraint  */* 

•  Blackfl:onc'5  CpoHnentaries,  vol.  I.  p.  .1^4. — 126. 
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.  Such  are  the  rights  of  men,  and  fuch  is 
the  end  of  government:  thefe  are  the  fenti- 
menjts  which  the  enemies  of  the  French  re- 
volution have  ridiculed  and  reproached. 
^Ve  find  the  French  declaration  is  not  the 
only  "  paltry  blurred  fhred  of  paper  about 
*'  the  rights  of  man  *  "  When  Mr.  Burke 
publifhes  his  next  edition,  he  may,  and  if 
he  is  confiftent,  he  will,  treat  the  writings 
of  Judge  Blackftone,  not  to  mention  thofe 
of  other  men  equally  refpedlable,  in  the 
fame  contemptuous  and  abufive  manner,  as 
he  has  in  almoft  every  part  of  his  work  the 
famous  declaration  we  have  been  confider- 
ing. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  demand  with  confidence!, 
of  thofe  perfons  who  defpife  the  account 
which  has  been  given  of  the  origin,  natiu'e, 
and  end  of  government,  that  they  would  pre- 
Tent  us  with  a  better.  Let  them  talk  more 
rationally  on  the  fubjedl :  let  them  produce 
a  fyftem  more  calculated  to  promote,  the 
welfare  of  mankind,  and  the  admirers  of 
the  French  revolution  will  give  it  all  pof- 
fible  attention.  At  prefent  we  can  only  an*- 
fwer  obje6lions  which  feem   urged  more 

•  Bmrtc's  Reflcaions,  p.  1 28.  ^ 
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with  the  defign  to  perplex  than-  to  con- 
vince; and,  however  weak  they  may  be, 
they  ferve  to  keep  people  in  ignorance,  and 
to  prevent  them  from  thinking  for  them- 
feves,  on  a  fubjeft  of  confiderable  import- 
ance^ . 
.  We  have  in  former  times  heard  of  the 
RIGHT  OF  CONQUEST  ;  and  have  been  gravely 
told,  that  the  fword  gives  the  right  to  dif- 
jx)fe  of  the  liberties,  properties,  and  lives; 
of  mankind.  The  enemies  of  freedom  in 
the  prefent  day,  are  I  believe  not  fq  far 
degenerated,  as  to  infiilt  us  with  arguments 
formerly  ufed  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  right. 
Should  fimilar  arguments  ever  be  revived, 
it  will  only  be  neceflary  to  reply,  that  they 
equally  ferve  to  juftify  the  houfebreaker, 
4:he  highwayman,  the  murderer,  afid  the 
conqueror  of  nations.  The  pleas  of  each, 
if  they  dare  make  any,  are  alike  in  the 
fight  of  God,  and  ought  to  be  fo  in  the 
•fight  of  man*  That  emperor  or  king, 
whoever  he  may  be,  who»  invades  or  con- 
quers an  empire  or  kingdom,  who  efta- 
cblifhes  his  authority i  and  who  difpofps  of 
the  people  as  he  pleafes,  merely  by  the 
power  of  the  fword,  ought  at  leaft  to  be 
^ually  rewarded  with  the  man  who.plun- 
f                             K  2              ^             ders 
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ders  an  individual,  or  takes  away  his  life. 
Or  rather,  does  not  the  greater  tyrant  me- 
rit a  feverer  punilhment  than  the  leffer,  in 
proportion  as  his  guilt  is  more  enormous  ? 
Should  any  one  have  a  difficulty  in  anfwering 
the  queftion,  I  fhall  only  refer  him  to  a  paper 
in  Dr.  Hawkefworth's  Adventurer,  where 
he  will  find  a  juft  and  ftriking  comparifon, 
between  the  moft  famous  conqueror  we 
Vead  of  (Alexander  the  Great)  and  a  high- 
Way  robber  and  murderer  *.  Refleftion  for 
B,  few  minutes,  will  remove  all  doubt  on 
the  fubje6l,  from  every  honeft  mind. 

We  have  likewife  formerly  been  inftru6led 
in  the  bleffed  doftrine  of  Jure  Di  vino,  or 

•*  The  right  divine  of  kings,  to  govern  wrong  i" 

And  if  in  the  laft  century  in  Eng- 
land, or  within  thefe  four  or  five  years 
in  France,  any  fet  of  men  had  ventured  to 
afk  their  rulers,  ^^  By  what  authority  dofl: 
thou  thefe  things,  or  who  gave  thee  this  au- 
thority r  the  only  anfwer,  if  defpots  liad 
condefcended  to  anfwer,  would  have  been. 
Sic  vdo  f\c  jubeo,  or  Tel  ejl  tujtn  plaifir^; 

*  Adventurer,  Vol.  II.  No.  47. 

+  T^l  0  nQtrf  plaifir.9  y^i^  the  langwagc  always  ofed  m 

the  French  king's  ediits, 

and 
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mrid  they  would  have  had  plenty  of  agents, 

civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  to  have  inculcated  the 

confequent  duties  oipqfftve  obedience  and  non-^ 

refi/iance,  and  to  have  filenced,  in  the  rood 

effectual  manner,  all  obje<5lions.  This  fyllena 

has  been  pretty  much  exploded,  though  aa 

attempt  has  lately  been  made  by  Mr.  Burke 

to  revive  it,  or  fomething  very  much  like 

it,  under  the  name  of  Wbigifm.    We  are 

informed,  in  his  laft  publication,  that  the 

fentiments  of  a  genuine  Whig,  are  as  follow : 

**  The  general  do6lrine  of  non-reliftance  is 

**  imqueftionably  a  godly  and  wMefome  doc- 

*'  trine ;  it  is  the  do6trine  of  the  church 

"  of  England,  as  dated  in  her  homiliies,  and 

*'  has   been  conftantly  inculcated  by  the 

<^  reverend  fathers  of  the  church  */' 

Whether  what  is  here  called  Whigifnjf 
has  a  right  to  that  appellation,  I  do  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  examine.  If  it  has, 
it  only  confirms  a  fufpicion  which  has  croffed 
my  mind,  that  the  names  of  Whig  and 
Tory,  are  of  little  confequence,  and  although 
they  may  be  ftiU  kept  up  as  party  names, 
they  are  of  trifling  import  to  the  public. 
Though  we  acknowledge,  with  grateful  re- 

*  Appeal  from  the  new  to  the  old  Whigs,  p,  79. — 80. 
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rnembrance,  the  important  fervices  of  the 
devolution  Whigs,  yet  from  the  condu6l  of 
the  party  on  feveral  occafrons,  fince  that 
period,  many  perfcns  think  the  name  hardly 
worth  preferving.  It  was  the  Whigs  who 
formed  the  plan  of  funding  the  public  debt; 
to  which  plan  we  partly  owe  the  enormous 
mafs  we  now  labour  under.  It  was  the 
Whigs  who  eftabhflied  Handing  armies;  it 
was  a  Whig  parliament  which  paffed  the  fep- 
tennial  a6l,  and  rejedled  the  bill  for  limiting 
the  peerage.  The  moft  outrageous  writer 
'who  ever  took  up  a  pen  againft  the  exten- 
ded freedom  of  mankind,  calls  himfelf  A 
'Whig  ;  and  has  written  a  pamphlet  to  prove 
himfelf  one.  To  do  him  juftice,  he  appears  tto 
have  more  argument,  when  making  out  hrs 
title,  than  on  iany  other  occafion .  With  per- 
fe6l  confiftency,  one  of  the  fubjefts  of  his 

*  panegyric  is  that  famous  Whig  minifter,  Sir 
Robert  Walpole ;  the  author  of  that  re- 
nowned ftatefman-like  maxim,   (to  which 

"  Whigs  and  Tories  have,  ever  fince,  generally 

*  agreed,  however  they  may  have  differed  hi 
'  other  refpe€ts)  Every  man  has  bis  price ;  who, 
'  like  his  panegyrift,  was  a  conftant  oppofer 

of  all  reformation  in  parliament,  and  whofe 
intention  was  to  have  extended  the  excife 
laws,  although  the  people  had  then  fpirit 

enough 


«nongh  to  prevent  its  execution ;  they  be- 
ing fond  of  an  old  falhioned   expreflion, 
which  their  defcendants  have  ahuoft  for- 
gotten, **  Every  Englifhman's  houfe  is  his 
caftle/'     Striking  fadls  thefe,  concerning 
Whigs,  and  Whigifm,  which  Ihoidd  make  us 
careful  of  being  impofed  upon  by  the  names 
of  parties,  or  from  being  led  away  by  founds 
inftead  of  principles.      But  to  return  to 
paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftance.    I  con- 
fefs  thefe  do6lrines  are  taught  in  the  homi- 
lies of  the  church  of  England ;  and  that 
,  their  Reverences,  the  fathers  of  the  church, 
^her  bilhops,  and    her    dutiful    fons,   th^ 
r clergy,  have  at  times  been  very  fond  of  in^- 
.culcating  them.    Mr.  Locke's  apology  for 
•their  condu6l  being  the  belt  I  can  recolle6t, 
fit  is  my  duty  to  mention  it, — Toumu/l  know, 
.faid  he,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  that  fort  of  men 
,are  taught  rather  to  obey  than  understanp. 
•Many  of  the  clergy  of  the  prefent  day, 
;dignitaries,  as  well  as  others,  are  better 
.informed.     As  to  the  do6trines  alluded  to, 
^notwithftanding  Mr,  Burke's  attempt,   or 
that  of  any  other  perfon,  to  explain  or  re^ 
.  vive  them,  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  they  are  fo 
.  abfurd,  wicked,  and  blafphemous,  that  it  is 
,  9  melancholy  proof  of  the  depravity  of  hu- 

K  4  inan 
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Trights  to  **  compa6ls,  charters,  or  agree- 
ments/'    But  this  is  only  trifling  with  us: 
mankind  have  rights  independent  of  any 
^nipa6ls,  charters,  or  agreements  what- 
ever.   When  our  anceftors  obtained  Mpgna 
Cbartaj  or  framed  the  Petition  of  Right ;  or 
the  Bill  of  Rights ;  they  alked  no  favour  of 
their  governors  ;  their  language,  and  their 
anions  too,  were  firm  and  refolved.    The 
•great  charter,  to  ufe  the  language  of  Black- 
•ftone,  "  was  obtained    from   king   John, 
"  Szvord  in  ha^id**'    The  language  of  the 
parliamentary  declaration,  called  the  peti- 
tion of  right,  and  the  mariner  in  which  it 
was  followed  up  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
firft,  afford  a  ftriking  leflbn  to  kings  and 
people.    It  is    not   neceflary  to  mention 
particulars.      At    the    Revolution,  before 
William  and  Mary  were  fixed  on  the  throne, 
«the  bill  or  declaration  of  rights  was  pre- 
fented,  which  concludes  with  thefe  words  ; 
"  They   (tlie   people)  do  claim,  demand, 
**  and  infin:  upon,  all  and  fmgular  the  pre- 
"  iTilfes,  as  their  undoubtcJ  rights  and  li- 
ttles/'   Thefe  riglits  and  liberties  were 
wards  declared  by   act  of  parliament, 

^*  Commentaries^  voL  L  p,  127. 

to 


to  be  "  the  true  antient  and  indubitable 
^*  rights  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom/' 
In  the  a6l  of  fettlement,    by  which   the 
crown  was  limited  to  his  prefent  majefty's 
illuftrious  houfe,  and  iome  new  provifions 
were  added  for  better  fecuring  our  laws 
and  liberties,  the  ftatute  declares  them,  to 
be  "  the  birth-right  of  the  people  of  feng- 
"  land/*     Should  the  people  at  any  fur 
ture  period  judge  it  neceflary  to  demand 
the  reftoration   of  thofe  rights  they  once 
enjoyed,  fuch  as  tlriennial  parliaments,  and 
a  more  equal  reprefentation,  not  to  men- 
tion others;  fhould  they  demand  a  farther 
fecurity  for  thofe  rights  they  at  prefent  pof- 
*fefs ;  who  will  dare  to  prevent  them  from 
'  ufing  fimilar  language  to  that  of  their  fore- 
-  fathers  ?  If  corrupt  minifters,  or  what  is  in- 
•finitely  worfe,  a  corrupt  Houfe  of  Commons 
Ihould  ever  treat  the  peaceable  petitions, 
^addrefies,  or  remonftrances  of  the  people, 
for  the  reftoration  or  fecurity  of  their  rights,' 
with  contempt ;  who  will  be  fo  daftardly 
•as  to  fay,  they  ought    not   to    recoUedl 
;  that  they  are  Britons,  nor  to  a6l  as  the  de- 
ifcendauts  of  Britons?  Charters,  compacts, 
and  agreements,  let  it  ever  be  remember- 
ed, are  not  matters  of  favour ;  they  can  no 
' '  more 
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ihOTc  be  faid  to  create  rights,  than  to  create 
the  parchments  they  are  written  upon :  they 
Were  never  meant  to  limit  but  to  extend,  or 
more  properly  to  reftore,  the  rights  of  man* 
kind. 

Mr.  Burke  is  conftantly  accufing  the 
French  and  their  admirers,  with  "  confufed 
pririfeiples,  and  metaphyfical  fyftems,"  and 
yet  notwithftanding  all  he  has  written  con- 
cerning government,  he  has  not  given  us 
any  principle  or  fyftem,  which  any  one  can 
comprehend,  unlefs  he  has  an  underftanding 
ds  extraordinary  as  the  right  honourable 
writer :  he  is  always  **  about  it  and  about 
it/'  and  will  never  come  to  the  point.  What 
he  offers,  however,  muft  be  of  importance, 
and  it  ought  to  be  proportionably  clear, 
becaufe  all  thofe  who  diffent  from  it,  are 
^'  wild    and   wicked,   frantic  and  villain- 


«ous*; 


,     **  The  foundation  of  government  (lays 

/*  Mr.  B.)  is  laid  not  in  imaginary  rights 
*'  of  men  (which  at  beft  is  a  confufton  of 
"  judicial  with  civil  principles)  but  on  po- 

.  <*  litical  convenience,  and  in  human  nature ; 

, «'  either  as  that  nature  is  univerlal,  or  as  it 

*  Appeal,  p.  I IX. 
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"is  modified  by  local  habits,  and  Tociat 
f*^  aptitudes.  The  foundation  of  govern- 
*'  ment  is  laid  in  a  provifion  for  our  wants, 
*^  and  in  a  conformity  to  our  duties  ;  it  is 
"  to  purvey  for  the  one';  it  is  to  enforce 
**  the  other.  Thefe  do6lrines  do  of  them- 
^*  felves  gravitate  to  a  middle  point,  or  to 
**  fome  point  near  a  middle*/'  If  we,  on 
reading  this,  alk,  who  are  the  founders  of 
government  ?  Who  are  the  perfons  to  pro- 
vide for  our  wants  ?  How  are  we  to  con- 
form to  our  duties  ?  Wlio  is  to  purvey  for 
the  one,  or  to  enforce  the  other  ?  What  is 
this  middle  point,  or  point  near  a  middle  to 
which  thefe  dodlrines  gravitate  ?  We  may 
anfwer  thefe  queftions  for  ourfelves  as  well 
as  we  can,  for  Mr.  B.  has  not  condefcended 
to  anfwer  one  of  them.  >  All  he  tells  us  is, 
that  in  this  fyftem,  "  there  is  no  medium, 
*^  befides  the  medium,  itfelf ;  that  the  me- 
^*  dium  is  not  fuch,  becaufe  it  is  found 
^'  there  ;  but  it  is  found  there,  becaufe  it  is 
^*  conformable  to  truth  and  nature."  .  If 
the  reader  wifhes  to  have  this  fyftem  ex- 
j)lained,  he  muft  apply  to  fome  one  whqr 

*  Appeal,  p.  iia. 

binder  ftand^ 
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mvierCiands  rt:  it  is  too  fiibfime  for  nay 
poor  capaclty. 

Again  :  ^  Give  a  certain  conftitutioa  of 
^  things,  which  produces  a  variety  of  con- 
*•  ditions  and  circnmfrances  in  a  ftate,  and 
^  tho'e  is  in  nature  and  reafcn  a  principle 
^  which,  for  their  own  bei^t,  poftpones, 
*^  not  the  intereft,  but  the  judgment  of 
^  thofe  who  are  numero  pluresj  to  thofe  who 
**  are  virtute  et  bcnore  minores  ♦.  Bat  who 
are  to  give  this  confdtution,  or  to  judge 
of  its  nature  and  effedh  ?  How  are  we  to 
come  at  the  knowledge,  or  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  qualifications  of  the  virtuous,  and 
honourable  minority  in  fodety,  that  we 
may  prefer  them  to  the  numerous  majority  ? 
To  thefe,  and  various  other  queftions  which 
may  be  af^ed,  we  can  obtain  no  anfwer. 

Once  more :  "  The  pretended  rights  of 
'^  thefe  theorifts  are  all  extremes,  and  in 
«  proportion  as  they  are  metaphyiically 
**  true,  they  are  morally  and  politically  falfe. 
,"  The  rights  of  men  are  in  a  fort  of  middle^ 
"  incapable  of  definition,  but  not  impof- 
"  fible  to  be  difcerned.  The  rights  of 
'*  men  in  government  are  their  advantage^ 

♦  Appeal,  p.  129.  "         '*  * 

**  and 
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"and  thefe  are  often  in  balances  between, 
^  differences  of  good  ;  in  compromifes  be-. 
"  tween  good  and  evil,  and  fometimes  be-, 
"  tween  evil  and  evil.  Political  reafon  is  a 
f *  computing  principle ;  adding,  fubftra6l- 
"  ing,  niultiplying  and  dividing,  morally, 
5*  and  not  metaphyfically  or  mathematically 
"  true  moral  demonftrations*  /'  , 

This  is  Mr.  Burke's  accoimt  of  the  rights 
of  men,  and  of  the  foundation  of  govern-, 
ment.  Here  are  metaphyfics,  and  mathe- 
matics, morals,  and  politics,  jumbled. toge- 
ther, and  fighting  the  one  with  the  other. 
This  is  confufion  worfe  confounded,  and  wq 
may  exclaim.  Chaos  is  come  again!  We 
muft  not  call  fuch  a  definition  of  govern- 
;nent,  metaphyfical,  becaufe  I  believe  the 
words  metaphyfical,  and  nonfenfical,  are  not 
quite  fynonimous.  One  of  Mr.  Burke's  op- 
ponents has  given  us  a,  comment  on  the 
above  quotation,  and  as  it  is  the  very  beft 
I  can  find,  juftice  requires  me  to  prefent  it 
to  the  reader,  *'  The  meaning  of  all  this 
5*  learned  jargon  is,  that  government  is  go^ 

verned  by  no  principle  whatever;  that  it 

*  'Refleflion,  p.  9a.  ;, 

.  ^  ••  can 
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^  can  make  evil  good,  or  good  evil,  jiift  as 
"  it  pleafes ;  in  ftiort,  that  government  is 
*^  arbitrary  power  V 

But  it  feems  the  excellence  of  a  conftitu-^ 
tion  confifts  in  this,  that  the  majority  afman^ 
hind  do  not  underftand  its  excellence.  *'  The 
«<  Britifli  conftitution  may  have  its  advan* 
•*  tages  pointed  out  to  wife  and  reflecting 
•*  minds,  but  it  is  of  too  high  an  order  of 
^  excellence  to  be  adapted  to  thofe  which 
**  are  common ;  it  takes  in  too  many  views> 
<*  it  makes  too  many  combinations,  to  be 
•*  fo  much  as  comprehended  by  (hallow  and 
•*  fuperfidalunderftandings-f.^  Thisfeems 
an  attempt  to  revive  in  politics,  the  old 
jpopifli  maxim  in  religion ;  "  Ignorance  is 
•*  the  mother  of  devotion/'  Englilhmen, 
however  are  not  yet  prepared  to  receive  it. 
We  have  thought  that  we  underftood  the 
true  nature,  and  entered  into  the  higheft 
excellence  of  our  conftitution.  We  have 
felt  proud,  when  we  were  told  fome  years 
back,  not  only  by  great  men  in  our  own,  but 
in  other  countries,   "  The  Englilh  is  th(^ 

*  Paine's  Rights  of  Man,  p.  xjj. 
t  Burke's  Appeal,  p.  iij. 
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*«  only  nation  in  the  world,  where  political, 
•«  or  civil  liberty  is  the  dire6l  end  of  its  con- 
"  ftitution  */'  Knowledge,  not  ignorance, 
has  attached  us  to  it,  and  has  made  us 
truly  fenfible  of  its  peculiar  excellence ;  nor 
are  we  the  lefs,  but  rather  the  more  fenfi- 
ble of  that  excellence,  when  we  ftrive  to 
promote  the  grand  end  in  view,  to  pre- 
ferve  and  extend  our  liberties ;  and  above 
all,  to  guard  againft  thofe  inroads  that 
corrupt  influence  of  various  kinds  has  made 
upon  them,  and  which  threatens  their  de- 
ftrudlion.  What  Mr.  B.  means  by  that 
order  of  excellence,  which  is  too  high  for 
common  minds,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive, 
and  may  be  prefuraptuous  to  enquire ;  al- 
though the  times  are  inquifitive,  we  will 
not  at  prefent  attempt  to  pry  too  far 
into  the  ftatefman's  arcana.  In  return  for 
our  humility,  we  hope  we  fhall  be  in- 
ftrudled  by  degrees.  Mr.  B.  has  had  op- 
portunities of  ftudying  the  fubje6l  accu- 
rately, and  hb  judgment  and  experience 
enable  him  to  comprehend  it  better  than 
moft  men.     We  hope  he  will  not  deny 

♦  Montefquieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  XL — Black-* 
lionc,  vol.  L  p.  145. 
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us  the  favour  of  informing  us  in  his  next 
publication,  whether  this  may  not  be  an  ex- 
cellence of  too  high  an  order  to  be  adapted 
to  common  minds  ;  That  a  man  xvho  has  no 
claim  on  the  public j  may  receive  a  penfion  ojjif-* 
teen  hundred  pounds  a  year 9  and  that  under  a 
feigned  name  ;  becaufe  it  is  hoped  he  has  too 
much  modefty  to  receive  it  in  his  own** 
The  old  French  government  poffefled  much 
of  this  high  order  of  excellence^  which  the 
Vvre  rouge  has  lately  expofed  ;  but  fo  little 
lyas  this  ftate  excellence  adapted  to  the  com- 
mon views  of  the  French,  that  they  refolv- 
ed  not  to  have  a  fingle  particle  of  it  in  their 
new  conftitution.  It  is  not  to  be  wonder- 
ed, that  penfioners,  when  they  behold  the 
fun  arifmg  in  the  political  hemifphere,  and 
their  gourds  withering  *y  ftiould,  like  the 
peevilh  prophet,  fume,  and  fret,  and  cry  out^ 
"  We  do  weir  to  be  angry  !"• 

Mr.  Burke  is  conftantly  panegyrizing 
"  Ancient  inftitutions,  and   the  coUeded 

♦  That  Mr.  B.  receives  Aich  a  penfion,  has  been  aflerted 
by  feveral  of  his  opponents ;  and  till  it  is  contradi<acd, 
will  be  believed.  If  it  is  a  faft,  it  affords  fome  apology 
for  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  conftant  dread  of 
French  principles  being  introduced  in  this  country* 

^*  wifdoin 
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*^  wifdom  of  ages :''  Nothing  in  the  con^ 
du6t  of  the  French  appears  to  hurt  him 
more,  than  their  not  attending  to  old  forms, 
and  not  following  old  cuftoms.  To  what  I 
have  before  fuggefted,  on  this  part  of  the 
fubje6l,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  fo  far  as 
inftitutions,  or  forms,  or  cuftoms,  are  of 
fervice,  we  feldom  find  men  willing  to 
part  with  them :  we  have  all  of  us,  more 
Or  left,  various  prejudices  cleaving  to  us, 
which  "  grow  with  our  growth,  and 
ftrengthen  with  our  ftrength  ;"  and  fo  far 
as  they  happen  to  be  on  the  fide  of  what  is 
ufeful,  or  even  harmlefs,  let  them  remain ; 
but  no  farther  conceflidn  ought  ever  to  be 
inade.  Let  us  refpedl  ancient  inftitutions, 
and  adopt  them,  if  they  have  been  produc- 
tive of  human  happinefs^ ;  but  I  am  fear- 
ful, that  if  we  were  accurately  to  examine 
the  colle6live  wifdom  of  ages,  fo  far  as  it 
refpe^Sls  the  formation  of  political  focie- 
ties,  it  would  be  found  extremely  defec- 
tive, Hiftory  is  little  more  than  a  record 
of  the  follies  and  vices  of  mankind.  The 
bulk  of  the  human  race  has  hitherto  been, 
and  is  yet  in  a  ftate  of  deprefRon.  Ancient, 
governments  feldom  regarded  the  rights  of 
men :  and  for  this  amongft  other  reafons, 
L  s  they 
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they  all  ended  in  ruin.  "  Antiquity,  with 
'*  her  pretended  political  philofophy,  can- 
"  not  boaft  one  fbibfopber  who  queftioned 
"  the  juftice  of  fervitiide,  nor  with  all  her 
*^  pretended  public  virtue,  one  pbilantbropi/l, 
'*  who  deplored  the  mifery  of  flaves*/'  In- 
ilead  of  taking  a  view  of  different  em- 
pires, let  us  confine  ourfelves  to  our  own 
country.  From  the  invafion  of  Julius  Csefar 
to  the  Revolution,  during  feventeen  cen- 
turies, what  does  the  hiftory  of  Great  Bri- 
tain prefent  ?  The  greater  part  of  that  pe- 
riod our  anceftors  were  in  a  ftate  of  abje6i 
fervitude.  How  often  have  they  been  made 
the  prey  of  tyrants  ?  How  often  have  they 
been  led  into  the  field  to  flaughter,  yea,  to 
flaughter  each  other ;  to  gratify  the  am- 
bition of  defpots,  who  rewarded  the  fur- 
vivors  by  pillaging  them !  At  intervals  we 
have  fojpe  objedls  to  relieve  us.  We  be- 
hold an  Alfred  raifed  up  by  Providence,  to 
ihew  to  the  world  what  perfe6lion  human 
nature  is  capable  of ;  but  that  great  man 
feems  to  have  been  exalted  to  the  throne, 
as  a  contraft  to  the  generality  of  our  Eng- 
lilh  fovereigns.    The  liberties  of  the  people 

*  Mackintoih's  Anfwcr  to  Burke,  p.  369. 
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liave  been  dearly  purchafed,  by  flow  de- 
grees, undaunted  courage,  conftant  ftrug- 
gle,  and  much  blood.     Since  the  Revolu-^ 
tion,  and  under  the  mild  government  of  the 
houfeof  Hanover,  we  gratefully  acknowledge 
that  we  have  enjoyed  a  variety  of  privi- 
leges, and  a  degree  of  felicity,  unknown  to 
our  anceftors.    But  the  reafon  is,  and  let  us 
never  forget  it ;  we  have  been  diftinguilh-i* 
ed  by  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  from 
furrounding  nations.     But  fliould  thofe  na- 
tions imbibe  that  fpirit,  which  has  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed   our    forefathers;    Ihould    they 
adopt  a  conftitution  which  improves  upon 
the  excellencies,  and  avoids  the  defe6ls  of 
our  own  ;  they  will  arife,  and  eclipfe  us,  as 
we  have  formerly  arifen,  and  eclipfed  them. 
The  French  revolution  compels  us  to  con- 
fider  our  fituation,  and  forces  us  to  confefs^  ' 
that  notwithftanding  the  colle6led  wifdom 
of  ages,  which  is  fp  much  boafted,  there 
is  ftill  fomething  materially  wanting  for  our 
fecurity.     What  has  been  the  happieft  of 
our  fituation  ?  Have  we  not,  for  this  cen- 
tury paft,  been  almoft  contipually  engaged 
in  bloody  and  expenfive  wars  ?  Have  we 
not  an  enormous  national  debt,  and  a  load 
of  taxes,  which  prefs  heavy  upon  the  ma- 
L  3  jority 


jority  of  the  people  ?  Is  there  any  profpe6l 
of  either  being  leflened  ?  Have  we  not  loft 
light  of  the  beft  principles  of  government ; 
or  rather,  are  they  not  derided  and  deteft- 
ed  by  our  public  men,  whether  in  or  out 
of  power  ?  Have  not  the  corruptipns  of  go- 
vernment gradually  encreafed,  till  at  laft 
they  are  become  fo  flagrant,  that  the  moft 
fobar  and  ferious  part  of  the  nation  are 
firmly  of  opinion,  a  reformation,  or  a  re- 
volution muft  fhortly  take  place?  We 
want  fomething  more  than  the  colledled 
wifdom  of  paft  ages  to  relieve  us.  Let  us 
attend  to  thofe  firft  principles,  which  God 
has  implanted  within  us,  and  endeavour  to 
recover  thofe  rights  which  he  originally 
gave  us :  let  us  retiu-n  to  thofe  foundation 
truths  exprefled  in  the  French  declaration  ; 
and  recolledl,  "  That  the  end  of  alfgovern- 
**  ment  is  the  prefervation  of  the  natural 
*'  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man— That 
"  the  principle  of  fovereignty  refides  in  the 
*^  nation— That  the  law  ought  to  be  the 
**  expreflion  of  the  general  will,''  and  let 
us  not  be  afraid  to  add,  «  That  the  fociety 
^*  in  which  the  guarantee  of  rights  is  not 
•*  sflured,   nor  the  feparatian  of  powers 

«^  determtned. 


*^  determined,  has  no  CP^^P^^H  conftitu- 
«  tion*/' 

But  we  are  told,  that  the  rights  of  man, 
introduced  in  fociety,  tend  **  to  unfettle, 
^'  to  difturb,  to  overturn  government ;  that 
**  the  introdu6lion  is  imprafticable/'  On  the 
contrary,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  it  is 
owing  to  thofe  rights  not  having  been  un- 
derllood,  and  pra6lifed,  that  governments 
have  been  fir  ft  unfettled,  and  in  the  end 
overturned.  Mr.  Burke's  remarks,  "  That 
in  every  adlion  of  importance,  a  duty  is  in- 
cluded ;  that  our  rights  imply  our  duties," 
are  perfe6lly  juft,  and  ought  never  to  be 
forgotten.  The  defign  of  the  French  de- 
claration was,  and  is,  to  remind  "  All  the 
*'  members  of  the  focial  body  of  theirrights, 
"  and  of  their  duties -f/'  But  let  it  be  re- 
colle6led,  that  as  they  are  neceflarily  and 
infeparably  conne6led  ;  as  the  one  cannot 
be  underftood  or  pra6lifed  without  the 
other ;  the  moment  we  pay  a  blind  flavifli 
obedience  to  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  that 
moment  we  lofe  fight  both  of  our  right,  and 
of  our  duty.   When  government  is  founded 

*  Conftitution,  p.  i8 — 21. 
'+  Conftitution,  page  17. 

h  4  upon 


t  ^5*  3 
Upon  the  principles  of  juftice  and  of  equity; 
when  "  The  law  is  the  expreflion  of  the 
"  general  will ;''  obedience  to  that  law  is  the 
duty  of  every  one ;  and  the  perfon  who 
difobeys,  is  culpable  in  the  fight  both  of 
God  and  man*.  Obedience  will  be  the 
more  rationally,  cheerfully,  and  conftantly 
paid,  when  it  is  enforced  by  common  con- 
fent,  than  when  it  is  commanded  at  the 
will  and  pleafure  of  defpotifm.  As  to  the 
"  Impra6licability"  of  reforming  govern- 
ments on  the  principles  recommended ;  I 
beg  leave  ferioufly  to  afk,  why  is  it  imprac- 
ticable? If  the  theory  isjuft  and  right,  it 
ought  to  be  reduced  to  pra6lice;  and  jhofe 
who  oppofe  any  endeavours  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  ought  to  be  counted  the  enemies 
of  mankind.  The  mifchief  of  it  is,  moft  of 
the  governments  in  the  world  are  little 
better  than  fyftems  of  defpotifm,  fliocking 
ufurpations  on  every  thing  that  ought  to  be 
dear  to  men :  and  defpots  in  general  will 
not  give  up  any  part  of  their  power,  as  long 
as  they  can  poffibly  retain  it-f.  But  we  hope 

that 

*  Conflitution,  p,  19,  ao. 
,    t  "  If  you  fliould  fee  a  flock  of  pigeons  in  a  field  of 
«  com ;  and  if  (inftead  of  each  picking  where,  or  what  it 
''  liked,  taking  juft  as  much  as  it  wanted,  and  no  more) 
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that  the  example  of  England,  in  the  laft 
century,  and  of  France  in  the  prefent,  will 
fliew  them  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  pru- 
dently making  fuch  conceffions,  as  their 
fubje6ls  may  require.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
they  fhould  be  obftinate,  all  the  evil  con- 
fequences  will  lie  at  their  door.  All  the 
confufions,  all  the  diftreffes,  all  the  blood- 
flied  which  may  unhappily  attend  future 

**  you  (hould  fee  ninety  and  nine  of  them  gathering  all 
•*  they  got  into  a  heap  ;  referving  nothing  for  themfelves, 
**  but  the  chaflF  and  refufe ;  keeping  this  heap  for  one,  and 
**  that  the  weakelt  perhaps  and  worft  pigeon  of  the  flock  ; 
**  fitting  round  and  looking  on  all  the  winter,  whilft  thiS' 
**  one  was  devouring,  throwing  about,  and  wafting  it ;  and, 
**  if  a  pigeon  more  hardy  or  hungry  than  the  reft,  touched 
"  a  grain  of  the  hoard,  all  the  others  inftantly  flying  upon 
**  it,  and  tearing  it  to  pieces,  you  would  fee  nothing  more 
**  than  is  praflifed  every  day  among  men.  Among  men 
"  you  fee  the  ninety  and  nine  toiling  and  fcraping  togc- 
*«  ther  a  heap  of  fuperfluities  for  one ;  getting  nothing  for 
«<  themfelves  all  the  while,  but  a  little  of  the  coarfeft  of 
^  the  provifioi),  which  their  own  labour  produces ;  and 
"  this  one  too,  oftentimes  the  feebleft  and  worft  of  the 
**  whole  fet,  a  child,  a  woman,  a  madman,  or  a  fool; 
"  looking  quietly  on,  while  they  fee  the  fruits  of  all  their 
*«  labour  fpent  or  fpoiled  ;  and  if  one  of  them  take  or  touch 
*^  a  particle  of  it,  the  others  join  againft  him,  and  hang 
<<  him  for  the  theft." 

Paley's  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophj, 
vol.  I.  p.  105, 106. 
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revolutions  (if  they  are  condu6led  on  the 
fame  principles  as  thofe  of  England  and 
France)  defpots  will  have  to  anfwer  for, 
and  not  their  fubj  e6ls.  "  Be  wife  now, 
"  therefore,  O  ye  kings !"  Learn  from  hence 
to  refpe6l  your  fubje^ls;  be  admonifhed, 
that  the  ftrength  refides  in  the  governed ; 
that  this  ftrength  w^ants  only  to  be  felt  and 
Toufed,  to  lay  proftrate  the  moft  ancient  and 
confirmed  dominion ;  that  general  opinions 
ought  always  to  be  treated  with  deference, 
and  managed  with  delicacy  and  circum- 
fpedlion  *.  From  what  has  recently  been 
tranfa6ied  in  France,  you  may  learn  that 
your  welfare,  your  duty,  your  intereft,  are 
intimately  connected  with  thofe  of  your 
fubje6ls  ;  and  that  a  ready  compliance  with 
their  juft  requifitions,  is  your  only  way  to 
enfure  a  willing,  a  cheerful  obedience  from 
them,  and  a  legitimate,  a  durable  authority 
for  yourfelves. 

But  "  the  rights  of  men  are  ideal ;  the 
*'  theory  may  be  good,  but  it  is  too  refined, 
"  too  perfe6l  for  human  nature  */'    This  is 

the 

*  Palcy's  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy^ 
Yol.  II.  page  125. 

*  Men  in  all  ages  have  been  too  apt  to  treat  as  ideal  or 

viGonaiy, 


the  language  of  many  who  cannot  other- 
wife  obje6l  to  the  French  declaration.  If 
thefe  perfons  are  fincere,  and  if  they  really 
mean  what  they  fay,  I  am  fure  th^y  muft 
with  to  find  themfelves  miftaken  ;  furely 
they  will  be  happy,  if  at  laft,  the  corrup- 
tions of  mankind  yield  to  the  principles 
of  purity,  and  the  world  fhould  there- 
by be  renovated.  Let  us  not  defpair ;  a 
fifth  part  of  Europe  has  unexpeiSledly  made 
a  rapid  advance  towards  perfection.  The 
language  of  the  national  aiTembly  of  France 
on  this  fubjedl  is  like  their  proceedings, 
great  and  animating :  it  deferves  the  fixed 
attention  of  every  future  national  affembly, 
that  may  be  engaged  in  the  regeneration  of 
mankind,  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  "  We 
**  are  accufed  of  having  afpired  at  a  chi- 
"  merical  perfection  ;  ftrange  reproach  I 
"  which  ill  difguifes  the  fecret  wifli  for  the 

vidonary,  any  theory  fuperiour  to  what  they  have  been  ufed 
to.  The  Roman  hiftorian,  Tacitus,  treated  the  notion  of  a 
mixed  government,  formed  out  of  the  three  fpecies,  like  the 
Britifh,  as  a  vifionary  whim,  and  one,  that  if  effedled,  could 
never  be  lading,  or  fccure.  CunSfas  nationes  £*f  urbespopu- 
Jus  aut  primoreSf  aut  Jinguli  regunt:  dile6la  ex  his  W  con^ 
Jlitua  reipublica  forma  laudari  facilius  quam  evenire^  '^^hfi 
evenitf  baud  diuturna  ejfe  potejl^     Ann.  lib.  4. 

perpetuity 


•*  perpetuity  of  abufes.  The  national  af- 
**  fembly  has  not  fufFered  its  progrefs  to  be 
"  impeded  by  pufiUanimous  or  fervilely  in- 
^  terefted  motives :  it  has  had  the  courage, 
*«  or  rather  the  good  fenfe,  to  believe  that 
*«  ufeful  ideas,  and  truths  moft  neceflary  to 
<'  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  were  not  ex- 
*^  clufively  deftined  to  adorn  the  pages  of 
^*  books ;  and  that  the  Supreme  Being, 
"  when  he  gave  to  man  perfedtibility,  an  en- 
«  dowment  peculiar  to  his  nature,  did  not 
^  intend  to  bar  his  application  of  it  to  the 
^«  regulation  of  fociety,  in  which  his  firft 
«  wants,  his  moft  univerfal  interefts  are 
**  comprehended  */^ 

Knowledge  is  the  parent  of  virtue  ;  and 
the  beft  way  in  which  we  can  ever  hope  to 
be  of  fervice  in  the  reformation  of  man- 
kind, is  by  enlightening  them.  The  purer 
the  principles  we  inftil  into  their  minds, 
the  better.  The  perfe6lion  of  a  fyftem  is  its 
higheft  recommendation ;  and  if  we  take  care 
to  have  it  well  comprehended,  the  fooner  we 
reduce  it  to  pra6lice,  the  happier  will  it 
be  for  fociety.  No  one  wilhes  that  the 
rights  of  men  may  be  claimed,  without  be- 

*  Second  A Jdrcfs  of  the  AfTcmbly,  Feb.  xi,  1790. 
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ing  firft  imderftood,  and  it  will  probably 
be  a  confiderable  period  before  they  will 
be  univerfally  underftood  and  demanded. 
In  the  mean  time  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
true  friend  to  virtue,  to  his  country,  arid  to 
the  world  ;  to  endeavour  to  introduce  fimi- 
lar  maxims  in  politics,  to  thofe  he  would 
wifh  to  govern  himfelf  by,  in  morals,  and  in 
religion.  Let  us  follow  the  beft  guides. 
Our  fineft  moral  writers,  when  they  would 
teach  men  virtue,  inculcate  upon  them  the 
pureft  principles,  which  they  frequently  il- 
luftrate  by  well  drawn  examples.  This  was 
the  method,  by  which  perfe6l  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  united  in  the  perfon  of  our  Sa- 
viour, condefcended  to  reftore  a  loft  world; 
to  teach  us  our  duty,  and  to  condu6l  us 
in  the  w^ay  of  happinefs :  his  do6lrines 
and  his  precepts  were  perfe6l :  he  propofed 
our  heavenly  fathef  as  a  model  for  us  to 
copy  after.  "  Be  ye  perfedl,  even  as  your 
"  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfe6l." 
His  precepts  were  exemplified,  and  enforc- 
ed by  his  own  example,  **  He  left  us  an 
"  example,  that  we  might  follow  his  fteps." 
*'  Let  us  go  on  unto  perfe6lion,''  was  the 
language  of  his  followers ;  and  their  re- 
folution  Ihould  be  ours  in  every  fituation 

of 
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of  life,  whether   private  or  public ;  This 
WILL  WE  DO,  IF  God  permit. 

I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed  by  my  readers, 
the  younger  part  of  them  in  particular,  if 
in  concluding  this  chapter,  I  endeavour  to 
imprefs  upon  them,  the  neceflity  of  their 
having  fome  general  principles,  fixed  in  their 
minds,  which  may  ferve  as  atouch-ftone, 
to  try  their  fentiments  and  condu6l,  on 
every  important  occaficm.  The  admonition 
'  comes  from  one  who  has  feen  fomething  of 
life,  in  different  forms,  and  in  various  coun- 
tries ;  and  who  is,  from  his  own  experience, 
deeply  convinced  of  its  importance.  "  Ig^ 
"  norance,  forgetfulnefs,  or  contempt,**  of 
fuch  principles,  are  the  caufes  of  moft  of 
our  errours  and  miferies.  In  morals,  en- 
deavour to  form  and  preferve  in  your  minds, 
a  few  plain  maxims,  fuch  as  reafon  and  con- 
fcience,  in  the  calm  and  filent  hour  of  foli- 
tude,  mujl  approve.  You  will  thus  be  pre- 
ferved  from  many  of  the  follies  of  the  age. 
In  RELIGION,  ftrive  to  cultivate  principles 
of  purity.  Thefe  will  preferve  you,  on  the 
one  hand  from  being  infe6led  with  that 
intolerance,  bigotry,  and  fuperftition,  which 
have  hitherto  difgraced,  more  or  lefs,  every 
eftablifhed  church  in  Chriftendom ;  and  on 

the 


c:  ^59  n 

the  other,  from  being  toffed  about  with  thofe 
various  winds  of  do6lrine  (if  they  deferve 
even  fuch  a  name)  which  are  blowing  from 
various  quarters  offcepticifm  and  infideli- 
ty. Do  not  adopt  your  principles  merely 
from  the  prejudices,  or  as  they  might  fome- 
times  be  ftiled,  the  opinions  of  education  ♦. 
Do  not  fufFer  yourfelf  to  be  mifled,  by  long 
edablifhed  fyftems,  which,  men,  having  been 
paid,  in  many  inftances  extravagantly,  for 
maintaining,  have  often  fupported  witftiout 
examining  whether  they  are  true  or  falfe. 
If  you  look  only  at  fuch  fyftems,  you  will 
be  in  danger  of  getting  rid  of  all  religious 
fentiments  whatever,  and  like  the  gene- 
rality of  your  countrymen,  when  they  fet  their 
foot  on  a  foreign  fliore,  you  will  not  only  be 
inattentive  to  the  precepts,  but  to  the  forms 
of  religion,  if  you  do  not  foon  deride  the 
name.  Adopt  a  few  plain  principles  from 
that  depofit  of  truth,  the  Bible ;  fuch  as 
proclaim  the  divinity  of  the  book  which 
contains  them.    Try  your  lentiments  and 

*  By  education  we  are  oft  mifled. 

So  we  believe,  becaufe  we  fo  were  bred ; 
The  prieft  continues,  what  the  nurfe  began. 
And  thus  the  child^  impofes  on  the  man. 

Dryden. 
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conducl  continually  by  them,  and  you  can- 
not materially  err.  You  will  on  the  con- 
trary, affuredly  follow  the  path  of  duty,  and 
of  happinefs.  In  public  life,  conftantly 
endeavour  to  cultivate,  purity  of  princi- 
ple. Engrave  upon  your  hearts,  the  ad- 
mirable fentiments  of  an  elegant  and  excel- 
lent modern  writer  ;  and  never  forget,  that 
"  The  fame  neceflity  for  the  fubftitution  of 
"  general  maxims  exifts  in  politics,  as  in 
**  morals  :  thofe  precife  and  inflexible  prin- 
•*  ciples,  which  yield  neither  to  the  fedudlions 
«  of  paflion,  nor  the  fuggeftions  of  intereft, 
•*  ought  to  be  the  guide  of  public  as  well 
**  as  private  morals.  A6ling  according  to 
«*  the  n&tural  rights  of  men,  is  only  another 
«*  expreflion  for  adling  according  to  thofe 
•*  general  maxims  of  focial  morals,  which 
•*  prefcribe  what  is  right  and  fit  in  human 
«  intercourfe*/^  Such  fentiments  as  thefe, 
will  preferve  you  from  corruption  in  pub- 
lic life ;  and  while  they  are  impreffed  on 
your  mind,  you  will  never  dare  to  vindi- 
cate a6lions  in  a  minifter  of  ftate,  imlefs 
upon  the  fame  principles  as  you  may  vin- 
dicate a6tions  of  a  fimilar  call,  in  a  private 

*  Mackintofi],  p.  2x7. 
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individual.  As  men,  and  as  citizens,  ftudy 
your  own  rights,  and  the  rights  of  your 
fellow-men  and  fellow-citizens.  Let  the  good 
of  your  neighbour,  and  of  yoiir  country, 
be  conftantly  kept  in  view.  Should  any 
denomination  of  men  do  you  the  honour, 
to  claim  your  afliftance  for  the  fupport  of 
any  plans  for  the  reformation  of  fociety,  or 
for  the  recovery  of  the  loft  rights  of  man- 
kind ;  inftead  of  allowing  yourfelf  to  reft 
in  a  fupine,  which  in  fuch  a  cafe  is  a  crimi- 
nal, indifference,  endeavour  to  fupport  fuch 
plans  by  every  means  in  your  power.  Ail- 
ing from  the  principles  of  virtue,  religion 
and  patriotifm,  you  may  meet  with  oppo- 
fition ;  yoii  may  be  defpifed  and  reproached, 
by  the  vicious,  and  by  the  lukewarm  ;  you 
may  be  ftriving  againft  a  powerful  ftream 
of  corruption  ;  but  you  will  fecure  to  your- 
felf what  will  infinitely  overbalance  all  the 
difficulties  and  difcouragements  you  may 
meet  with.  You  will  infallibly  fecure,  the 
pleafures  of  a  good  confcience,  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  virtuous  men,  and  in  the  endj 
the  declared  approbation  and  the  eternal 
reward  of  the  Great  Governour  of  thb 
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CHAPTER  THE   SECOND. 

Account  of  the  reprefentative  Fart  of  the  French  Con-^ 
ftitution — Legtftative  Body — EkHoral  Affemblies 
-^JSlive  Citizens-^Excellencies  of  the  French  Plan 
of  Reprefentation  pointed  outy  and  contra/led  with 

•  the  DefeSs  of  the  Britijh — Ahfolute  necejfity  of  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  in  Great  Britain  urged  and 
enforced  from  various  Confiderations — Principles 
of  the  French  Monarchy  Jmilar  to  thofe  of  the 
Britijh. 


HAVING  confidered  the  origin,  nature, 
and  defign  of  government,  as  expref- 
fed  in  the  French  declaration  ;  having  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  that  the  end  of  all  po- 
litical alTociations  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man: 
I  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  confideration  of 
that  mode  which  the  National  Affembly  have 
adopted  as  the  moft  eligible,  by  which 
the  people  may  be  the  moft  eflfedlually  fe- 
cured^in  the  exercife,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  rights.  On  this  fubje6l  the  lan- 
guage of  the  conftitution  is  as  follows : 

"The 


**  The  nation,  from  which  aloite  flow  all 
^*  the  powers,  cannot  exercife  them,  but  by 
*'  delegation.  The  French  conftitution  is 
^'  reprefentative  ;  the  reprefentatives  are  the 
"  legiflative  body,  and  the  king.  The  le- 
"  giflative  power  is  delegated  to  a  national 
"  affembly>  compofed  of  temporary  repre- 
**  fentatives,  freely  chofen  by  the  people,  to 
"  be  exercifed  by  this  affembly,  with  the 
**  fan<5tion  of  the  king,  in  manner  after- 
*^  wards  deterniined.  The  government  is 
**  monarchical ;  the  executive  power  is  de- 
**  legated  to  the  king,  to  be  exercifed  un- 
**  der  his  authority,  by  minifters  and  other 
^^  refponfible  agents,  in  manner  afterwards 
"  determined  */' 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  detain  the  reader 
by  entering  into  any  difcuflion  of  the  quef- 
tion,  whether  the  French  legiflators  would 
have  formed  a  more  perfeft  conftitution, 
had  they  permitted  ariftocracy  to  have  com- 
pofed a  paf t  of  it.  Whatever  may  be  my 
fentiments  on  the  fubjetSl,  all  I  wilh  is,  to  im* 
prefs  upon  the  minds  of  my  countrymen 
fuch  principle!*.^  as  from  their  excellence 
and  importance,  deferve  the  moft  ferious 

*  Conftitution^  p.  29. — 30- 
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eonfideration ,  and  which  may  beeafily  adopt- 
ed in  the  Britifh  conftitution,  without  de- 
ftroying  any  of  its  component  parts  ;  fome 
of  which  principles  I  will  venture  to  aflert^ 
muft  fpeedily  be  adopted,  unlefs  we  mean 
to  reft  contented  with  the  form  of  a  free 
conftitution,  without  the  fubftance ;  with  the 
body  without  the  foul ;  or  in  other  words, 
with  the  femblance  of  political  liberty  with- 
out its  reality.  The  nature  of  the  French 
reprefentation,  as  it  refpedls  the  legiflative 
body — ^the  manner  in  which  thereprefenta- 
lives  are  chofen— the  term  for  which  they 
are  eledled,  and  the  means  made  ufe  of 
to  preferve  the  legiflature  pure  and  un- 
corrupt — ^the  peculiar  excellendes  of  the 
French  reprefentation,  contrafted  with  the 
peculiar  defedls  of  the  Britifti :— Thefe  are 
the  fubje6ls  I  ftiall  now  proceed  to  difcufs^ 
and  which  will,  I  truft,  lead  to  fome  very 
important  conclufions. 

The  kingdom  of  France,  by  the  new  di- 
vifion,  is  compofed  of  eighty  three  depart- 
ments ;  the  number  of  reprefentatives  is 
feven  hundred  and  forty-five^  who  are  cho- 
fen according  to  the  three  proportions  of 
territory,  of  population,  and  of  direct  con- 
tribution; of  the  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
five 
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five  reprefentatives,  two  hundred  andforty^ 
feven  are  chofen  for  the  territory,  or  thre« 
for  each  department,  except  that  of  Paris, 
which  nominates  but  one.  Two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  reprefentatives  are  chofen  for 
the  population :  the  mafs  of  the  people  is  di- 
vided into  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  parts, 
and  each  department  nominates  as  many  of 
the  deputies  as  it  contains  parts  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  remaining  number  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  reprefentatives,  are 
chofen  according  to  the  dire6t  contribution, 
or  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  the  nation. 
The  fum  total  of  this  contribution  is  like- 
wife  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty* 
nine  parts  ;  and  each  department  nominates 
as  many  of  the  deputies  as  it  pays  paVts 
of  the  contribution  *.  The  qualifications 
of  the  reprefentatives,  whether  relative  to 
property,  talents,  or  virtues,  are  left  folely 
to  be  determined  by  the  eleftors.  The 
national  affembly,  by  their  legiflative  de- 
crees, have  however  taken  care,  that  no 
reprefentative  ihall  be  in  a  ftate  of  indi- 
gence. They  have  adted  upon  that  juft 
principle  which  our  ancellors  a6led  upon» 

*  Conftitution,  p.  31.-^32. 
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of  paying  the  reprefentative  properly  for 
his  fervices* ;  and  have  not  left  him  to  pay 
himfelf,  by  felling  his  honour,  his  confci- 
ence,  and  his  conftituents  to  a  minifter,  or 
to  a  party.  Each  deputy  is  allowed  eighteen 
livr^s  or  fifteen  fhillings  a  day.  This  fum 
was  thought  fufficient  to  place  him  in  9 
ftate  of  refpeclability  ;  and  it  certainly  is  fo, 
efpecially  if  we  confider  that  the  neceflaries, 
conveniencies,  and  luxuries  of  life,  are 
cheaper  in  France  than  in  England ;  and 
that  it  is  improbable  any  perfon  (hould 
be  chofen  a  deputy  who  has  not  fonie  pro- 
perty of  his  own.  By  this  means,  the 
ele6lors  are  not  limited  in  their  choice  to 
thofe  perfons  who  have  a  large  pecuniary 
qualification  -f ,  or  debarred  from  ele6ling 

*  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  four  fhillings  4 
day  were  allowed  for  a  knight  of  the  {hire,  and  two  fhil- 
lings for  a  citizen  or  burgefs :  this  was  equivalent  to  a 
fum  of  ten  times  the  value  in  the  prefent  day. 

+  The  qualification  in  Great  Britain,  for  county  mem- 
bers is  fix  hundred,  and  for  others,  three  hundred  a  year- 
It  is  well  known  that  this  is  frequently  nominal ;  and  that 
many  perfons  fwear  to  their  qualifications,  who  in  reality, 
are  not  worth  a  fhilling.  An  attempt  was  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  a  few  years  fince,  to  regulate  this 
matter,  but  the  different  parties  thought  it  bed  to  let  it 
reft  as  it  does  at  prefent. 

thofe 
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tliofe  who  by  their  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances  in  life,  are  in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity, 
'but  whofe  talents  and  virtues  may  freqi^ent- 
iy  point  them  out  as  the  beft  qualified  to 
ferve  their  country. 

The  eleftors  (or  eledloral  affemblies)  who 
choofe  the  deputies  to  the  national  aflem- 
bly,  form  a  cqnfiderable  body  of  people 
in  each  department,  chofen  by  the  a6live 
citizens.  Their  office  is  of  great  confe- 
quence,  as  they  are  entrufted,  not  only  with 
the  choice  of  reprefentatives,  but  of  a  variety 
of  other  perfons  who  are  to  fill  fome  of  the 
moft  important  offices,  civil  and  ecclefiafti- 
cal.  As  no  falary  is  allowed  to  the  ele6lors, 
and  as  the  truft  repofed  in  them  is  of  fuch 
confiderable  magnitude,  it  was  judged  ne- 
ceflary  that  they  (hould  be  felefted  from 
that  clafs  of  citizens,  who  are  fo  qualified 
with  refpedl  to  property,  as  to  raife  them 
above  thofe  temptations  to,  which  the 
laborious  and  the  indigent  are  too  of- 
ten fubjedl*.    This  qualification,  from  its 

,  ♦  Mr.  Barnave,  when  the  qualifications  of  clefiors 
were  debated  in  the  national  afTembly,  obferved,  that  in 
England  the  eledors  were  purchafed  at  all  prices,  from  a 
place  or  a  penfion,  to  a  pot  of  beer. 

M  4  fmallnefs. 


t  i«8  3 
fmallnefsi  teems  intended  to  prevent  fudi 
perfons  only,  from  becoming  eledlors,  who 
may  not  poflefs  the  vifible  and  fettled  means 
of  procuring  a  decent  livelihood*.  The 
ele6lors,  or  eleftoral  affemblies,  are  cho-. 
fen  by  the  aftive  citizens.  The  right  of 
choice  extends  to  every  citizen  who  pays 
in  dire6l  taxes  to  government,  the  value 
of  three  days  labour,  or  two  fhillings  and 
fixpence  per  annum.  The  aftive  citizens 
ineet,  and  form  themfelves  into  primary 
affemblies,  in  the  towns,  or  cantons  wha^e 
they  refide,  and  name  the  eledlors,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  conftitu-^ 
tijon  f.  The  mode  of  ele6lion  in  the  pri- 
mary and  in  the  ele<5loral  affemblies  is  by 
ballot :  an  oath  in  the  moft  folemn  manner 
is  adrainiftered,  by  which  every  eledlor  and 
a6live  citizen,  fwears  that  he  has  received 
neither  gift,  reward,  or  promife  of  reward  > 
for  his  fuffrage,  and  that  he  will  vote  for 
the  perfon  who  in  his  judgment  and  con^ 
fcience,he  thinks  moft  worthy  of  his  choice. 
The  civic  oath,  by  which  every  citizen 
fwears  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law, 

*  Conftitution,  p.  34, 
t  Ibid.  p.  34. 
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find  the  king,  and  to  maintain  the  cbnfti*- 
tution  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  is  taken 
by  the  deputies,  the  ele6lors  and  the  adlive 
citizens  *. 

The  term  for  which  the  legiflative  body 
find  the  eledloral  affemblies  are  chofen  is 
two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the 
trufl:  of  each,  delegated  to  them  by  the 
citizens,  returns  to  them  again  ;  they  then 
form  themfelves  as  before,  into  primary  af* 
femblies,  and  proceed  to  a  new  ele6lion, 

A  (hort  account  of  the  manner  of  choof^ 
ing  deputies  for  the  city  of  Paris,  will  be 
fufficient  to  afford  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  na* 
ture  of  the  French  eledlions. 

The  number  of  a6live  citizens  is  upwards 
ef  feventy  thoufand.  Thefe  are  fummoned 
by  the  proper  officers,  and  by  public  ad- 
vertifements,  to  meet  in  fe6lions,  of  which 
there  are  forty-eight.  The  citizens,  when 
aflembled,  proceed  to  nominate  the  ele6lors, 
according  to  the  proportionate  number  to  be 
thofen  for  each  fe6lion.  When  the  eleftion 
is  finifhed,  the  proper  officers  fummon  the 
de6tors,  who  form  themfelves  into  one  body, 
and  proceed  to  nominate  the  deputies  to 

^  *  Conftitution,  p.  27, 
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the  legiflative  affembly.  The  number  of 
ele^ors  is  upwards  of  nine  hundred ;  and 
that  of  the  deputies  twenty-four. 

Such  are  the  out-lines  of  the  French  re- 
prefentatioiT;  it  is  needlefs  to  enter  into 
farther  particulars  * ;  thefe  being  fufficient 
for  our  purpofe,  of  comparing  the  repre- 
lentation  of  France  with  that  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  of  enabling  us  to  draw  the 
neceflary  conclulions. 

Previous,  however,  to  my  entering  on 
the  comparifon,  I  Ihall  take  the  liberty  of 
hazarding  a  few  general  obfervations,  the 
propriety  of  which,  I  Ihall  cheerfully  fub- 
mit  to  the  judgment,  and  candour,  of  the 
reader. 

With  refpeft  to  the  French  mode  of  re- 
prefentation,  the  national  affembly  appear 
to  me  to  have  kept  in  view  the  grand  prin-* 
ciples  they  had  laid  down  in  the  declara- 
tion of  rights,  and  to   have  a6ted   upon 

♦  The  reader  rftay  purfue  thte  fubjeS,  by  turning  to  the 
Conftitution,  p.  14 — 24,  and  by  referring  to  Mr.  Chriftic*s 
Letters,  vol.  L  Letter  4.  He  will  find  in  the  latter  work 
the  numerous  and  palpable  miftakes  of  Mr.  Burke  pointed 
out.  Whether  thefe  miftakes  proceeded  from  ignorance 
or  fomething  worfe,  the  public  can  be  at  no  lofs  to  dc* 
termine, 

them 


them  as  far,  for  the  prefect,  as  was  pof- 
fible.  Whether  the  plan  they  have  adopts 
ed  may  not  he  improved,  time  will  difcover. 
An  able  defender  of  their  general  proceed- 
ings, difapproves  ^*  Of  the  elements  of  ter*- 
**  ritory  and  contribution,  which  enter  into 
^'  the  proportion  of  reprefentatives,  deput- 
^'  ed  by  the  various  portions  of  the  king*- 
^*  dom/*  The  reafon  he  gives  for  his  dif- 
approbation,  is,  "  Land  or  money  cannot 
^'  be  reprefented ;  men  only  can  be  repre- 
^^fented;  and  population  alone  ought  to 
"  regulate  the  number  of  reprefentatives 
^'  which  any  diftri6l  delegates*/'  Should 
this  ingenious  writer  re-confider  the  fubje6^, 
he  may,  perhaps  find,  that  as  fociety  is  at 
prefent  conftituted,  territory  and  property, 
in  a  plan  for  equal  reprefentation  ought  to 
be  confidered.  Although  land  or  money 
pannot  be  reprefented,  yet  the  owners  of 
it  certainly  may.  Let  it  be  recolle6led, 
that  the  plan  of  the'  French  does  not  af- 
ford more  power  to  one  individual  than 
to  another,  the  rich,  like  the  poor  man, 
having  only  a  fingle  vote  ;  at  the  fame  time 
where  one  part  of  the  community  are  pof^ 

*  Mackintofh,  p.  228. 
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f efled  as  a  body  or  diftrift,  of  larger  pro- 
perty than  another,  that  part  has  a  larger 
ftiare  in  the  reprefentation.  That  thofe 
parts  of  the  community  which  have  the 
greater  fhare  of  property,  and  vrhich  pay 
the  greater  (hare  of  taxes  to  government, 
fliould  bear  a  proportionate  fhare  in  the 
reprefentation,  appears  to  be  founded  on 
the  pureft  principles  of  juftice  and  equity  ; 
**  The  national  affembly,  by  endeavouring 
«^  to  combine  together  the  three  bafesof  re- 
*'  prefentation,  extent  of  territory,  amount 
**  of  population,  and  fum  of  property,  have 
•*  given  a  proof  of  the  originality  and  cor- 
y  redlnefs  of.  their  ideas  of  political  oecono- 
*'  my  ;  and  if  their  plan  fucceed,  as  there 
^*  is  every  reafon  to  hope,  they  will  have 
^'  carried  reprefentation  farther  than  any 
"  people  have  done  before,  and  h^ve  ad- 
**  vanced  it  as  near  perfe6lion  (perhaps) 
^'  as  the  condition  of  man  will  permit  */' 

The  qualification  for  an  a6live  citizen 
has  been  mod  feverely  condemned,  not  only 
by  Mr.  Burke,  but  by  his  able  opponent, 
in  other  ref pedis,  Mr,  Mackintolh,  who  thus 
expreffes  himfelf:  '*  I  cordially  agree  with 

*  Chrlftie>  vol,  I,  p,  196, 
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"  Mr.  B.  in  reprobating  the  impot^t  and 
"  prepofterous  qualification,  by  which  the 
"  affembly  have  disfranchifed  evCTy  citizen, 
"  who  does  not  pay  a  dire6l  contribution, 
"  equivalent  to  the  price  of  three  days  la- 
*^  bour.  Nothing  can  be  more  evident 
'•  than  its  inefficacy  for  any  purpofe  but 
the  difplay  of  inconiiflency,  and  the  vio- 
lation of  jufticeV*  Thefe  cenfures  are 
followed  by  ibme  fo  fevere  on  the  national 
affembly,  that  I  cannot  but  hope  when  the 
authour  refle6ts  on  the  conduft  of  that 
illuftrious  body,  he  will  retra6t  them,  as 
too  harlh,  not  to  fay  as  abfolutely  unjuft. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  it 
is  very  uncandid  to  charge  the  national  af- 
fembly with  disfranchifing  the  citizens. 
They  have  not  disfiranchifed  a  fingle  one. 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  reftored  mil- 
lions to  the  exercife  of  thofe  franchifes  of 
which  the  people  had  been  deprived  for 
ages,  or  rather  which  there  is  no  inftance 
of  their  enjoying  in  fo  extenfive  a  manner. 
In  the  confideration  of  fo  important  a  fub- 
jedl,  it  is  a  queftion  which  it  is  not  eafy  to 
folve,  whether  it. was,  all  circumftances  con- 

•  Mackiatpfc,  p.  zzfu 
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fidered,  inoft  wife  or  juft  in  the  ilatioftal 
affembly  to  declare  the  right  of  voting  uni-» 
verfal,  to  every  citizen,  or  to  make  the  tri- 
fling contribution  which  they  have^  the  ne- 
ceflary  qualification.  I  confefs,  that  ren- 
dering any  pecuniary  qualification  abfolute- 
ly  necelfary,  is  feemingly  contfadiftory  to 
the  declaration  of  rights ;  but  the  warmelt 
friend  of  that  declaration  mUft  confefs,  that 
the  iitmoft  care  is  requifite^  in  reiloring  to 
mankinci  rights  which  for  a  confiderable 
length  of  time,  they  have  not  enjoyed,  and 
which  require  to  be  underftood  in  propor- 
tion as  they  are  brought  into  exercife.  All 
men  have  an  equal  right  to  the  light  of 
the  fun ;  but  what  fhould  we  fay  to  the 
oculifl,  who  would  expofe  the  eyes  of  a 
perfon  newly  reftored  ^to  fight,  to  the  me- 
ridian fpendour  of  that  luminary  ?  All  men 
are  born  and  remain  free  and  equal  in  rights ; 
and  every  good  roan  raufl:  ardently  pray  that 
the  ^bappy  time  may  fpeedily  arrive,  when 
flaveiry  fhall  be  completely  annihilated  ;  but 
the  attempt  to  efFe6l  this  at  once,  would  be 
the  mod  effedlual  way  of  defeating  the  no- 
ble and  benevolent  end  propofed.  Let  the 
legiflators  of  the  world  enlighten  mankind 
by  every  method  in  their  power  :  when  ig- 
norance 
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norance  is  removed,  flavery  cannot  long  re- 
main. In  proportion  as  men  under ftand, 
they  will  claim  their  rights.  Should  the 
paffive  citizens  of  France,  at  any  future  pe- 
riod, demand  the  exercife  of  thofe  rights 
poffeffed  by  their  fellow-citizens,  I  truft 
their  demand  will  not  long  be  refilled.  It 
is  not  improbable,  that  the  extenfion  of  the 
right  of  ele6lion  may,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  be  the  fubjeia  of  confideration  for 
a  conftituent  aflembly  :  As  the  people  how- 
ever, are  well  fatisfied  with  their  prefent 
inode  of  reprefentation,  as  it  promifes  to 
be  produ6live  of  almoft  the  greateft  good; 
BS  all  parties  agree  that  little  praStical  evil  can 
poffibly  refult  from  the  right  of  voting  not 
being  univerfally  extended  * ;  as  the  French 
reprefentation,  even  in  its  firft  formation,  is 
the  moft  perfeft  the  world  has  yet  feen  ;  and 
as  the  path  is  laid  down  by  which  it  may  be 
advanced  ftill  nearer  to  perfe6lion  ;  I  think 
whoever  properly  takes  all  thefe  circumftan- 
ces  into  confideration,  fo  far  from  lavifhing 
his  cenfures  on  the  national  aflembly  for  not 
going  far  enough,  will  acknowledge  (efpe- 
cially  in  the  prefent  day,  when  political  vir- 

*  Mackintolh,  p.  %iZ. 
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tue  is  fo  fcarce,  and  patriotifm  feems  but 
a  name  in  moft  countries)  he  can  ne^er 
fufficiently  applaud  that  affembly  for  going 
fo  far  as  they  have.  As  Britons,  reflec- 
ting on  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  own  re- 
prefentation,  we  fhould  be  very  cautious 
how  we  haftily  cenfure  that  of  our  Gallic 
friends ;  and  when  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Burke, 
who  feems  to  glory  in  his  oppofition  to 
parliamentary  reform  in  his  own  country^ 
prefumes  to  revile  the  French,  for  not  mak- 
ing a  perfe6l  plan  of  their  own,  it  is  only 
lieceflary  for  a  Frenchman  juft  by  way  of 
reply,  to  whifper  in  his  ear  ;  ^'  Thou  hypo- 
*«  crite ;  firfl:  caft  out  the  beam  out  of  thine 
"  own  eye,  and  then  thou  fhalt  fee  clearly 
«  to  caft  out  the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's 
«eye*/' 
With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  elec- 

.  *  I  beg  leave,  on  this  fubjeft,  to  refer  the  reader  to  Mr. 
Chriftie's  Remarks  in  his  Letters,  vol.  I,  p.  3.  They  artf 
the  nwre  deferving  attention^  as  few  perfons  who  have 
written  on  the  French  revolution,  have  had  fuch  oppor- 
tunities for  information  as  that  gentleman,  or  are  fo  well 
qualified  to  forma  judgment  in  a  matter  concerning  which 
there  has  be«i  much  faid,  with  great  plaufibility  on  both 
fides,  by  men  whofe  views  appear  to  be  equally  difmte- 
refted. 

toral 


toral  affemblieSi  or  intermediate  bodies,  be^ 
tween  the  a6live  citizens  and  the  deputies, 
it  feems  generally  allov^ed,  that  this  is  an 
excellent  method,  efpecially  on  the  firft  re^ 
ftoration  of  a  people  to  the  right  of  elec* 
tion>  for  Colledling  the  iwifdom  and  virtue 
of  a  nation.  Similar  plans  have  been  for*. 
merly  pointed  out  by  tireorifts  (Mi*.  Hume 
in  particular)  as  the  inoft  perfedl  they  could 
devife.  The  objedlions  which  have  been 
ftarted  by  fome  fiew  perfons^  vsrho  feem  to 
hate  pure  reprefentation  in  any  tnode  what- 
ever, I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  no- 
tice. I  have  other  points^  and  thofe  of 
greater  confequence^  to  which  I  now  fo^- 
licit  the  attention  of  my  pountrymen. 
« From  the  general  remarks  I  have  made 
on  the  French  reprefentation^  I  proceed  to 
point  out  fome  of  its  peculiar  excellencies, 
foch  as  i  hope  will  appear  m  the  lame  light 
lo  the  read^  as  to  the  writer. 

The  first  excellence  in  the  above  plan, 
is;  EQUALITY.  The  number  of  ele6lors  and 
of  deputies  to  the  legiflature,  are  diofian 
according  to  the  moft  exadl  ratio.  Every 
citizen  is  dire6lly  reprefented,  who  pays  in 
taxes  to  government  the  very  trifling  fum 
of  two  fliillings  and  fixpence per  annum.  In- 
N  equality 
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•quality  can  never,  in  fuch  a  plan,  have  foot- 
ing. Time  and  chance,  and  that  variety 
of  circumftances  wKich  have  made  fuch 
havock  in  other  plans,  cannot  affetSl  this. 
That  inequality^  and  thofe  irregularities  of 
which  furely  every  man  in  Great  Britain 
muft  be  more  or  lefe  fenfible,  are  completely 
guarded  againft.  To  make  us  feel  as  we 
ought  on  this  occafion»  let  us  a  little  re- 
fle6l  on  what  is  called,  Britilh  reprefenta- 
tion.  Our  Houfe  of  Commons  contains  five 
hundred  and  fifty*eight  members,  of  whom 
two  hundred  are  elekSled  by  feven  thoufand 
conflituents ;  fo  that  a  majority  of  thefe 
feven  thoufand  may,  under  certaiii  chrcum- 
(lances,  decide  a  queftion  againft  as  many 
millions  *  The  largeft  county  in  England, 
Yorkfhire,  which  contains  near  a  million  of 
fouls,  fendi  only  two  meinbers,  while  the 
fmalleft  county,  Rutland,  which  contains 
fcarcethe  hundredth  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Ydrklhire,  fends  the  fame  number. 
The  boroughs  of  Gatton,  and  Old  Sanim, 
Hot  to  mention  others,  which  have  only 

♦  The  above  ftatcment  is  wirtiin  compafs ;  fomc  writers 
have  afferted  that  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is 
dioftn  by  lefs  than  feven  thoufand  tledorsi 
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three  or  fpur  voters,  fend  tWo  iliembers 
each  {  while  the  city  of  Weflrninfter,  which 
contains  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoUfand  voters^ 
has  only  the  fame  numbef  of  members, 
two,  to  reprefent  it.  Manchefter,  one  of 
our  mofl:  flourilhing  townsj  containing  fixty 
thoufand  perfons,  is  not  allowed  the  choice 
of  a  fingle  member.  Numerous  inftances 
of  fimilar  inequality  might  be  mentioned  > 
but  thefe  are  fufficient.  The  fa6l  is,  that 
about  one  half  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
obtain  their  feats  by  popular  ele6lion  (in 
what  manner  we  (hall  prefently  confider) 
and  the  other  half  by  purchafe,  or  by  the 
nomination  of  fingle  proprietors  of  eftates> 
whD  purchafe  thofe  efbates,  for  the  fake  of  the 
feats  in  parliament  annexed  to  them.  The 
confequence  of  thefe  inequalities  is>  that 
while  a  few  interefted  perfons  fend  a  large 
number  of  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  a 
vafl  majority  of  the  people  have  "  No  re- 
**  prefentative  at  all,  nor  more  power  or 
^*  concern  in  the  ele6lion  of  thofe  who  are 
"  to  make  the  laws,  than  if  they  were  tbe/ifb- 
''jeSls  of  the  Grand  Signior^r  The  ii^e- 
N  a  quality 

*  The  above  is  the  language  of  a  dignitary  of  the  church 
•f  England,  to  whofe  account  of  our  reprefentation  I  have 

chiefly 


quality  in  the  numb^  of  our  reprefenta^ 
tiveSy  is  not  the  only  one  delerving  atten-» 
tion.  The  inequality  refpefting  the  pe* 
cuniary  qualification  of  our  voters,  is  no 
lefs  remarkable.  In  fome  places,  fcarce  any 
qualificaticm  is  requifite.  In  otha:^,  it  is 
fo  encHTHious,  as  to  confine  the  right  of 
eleflion  to  a  very  fmall  number.  In  fome 
to'vms,  every  pot  boiler,  is  admitted  to 
vote ;  in  others,  the  moft  w«ilthy  of  the 
inhabitants  are  exchided.  We  have  cities 
(fuch  as  Bath)  containing  twenty  or  thirty 
thoufand  inhabitants,  v^here  the  members 
are  ele6led  by  a  corporation  of  twenty  or 
thirty  perfons  ;  the  corp(M*ators  choofe  eadi 
oth^,  and  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  re- 
main idle  fpe6tators.  The  county  of  Corn* 
wall  is  full  of  corporate  towns,  in  which  a 
few  perfons  engrofs  to  themfelves  the  right 
of  eledtion.  A  freehold  eftate  of  forty  Ihil* 
lings  a  year,  is  the  qualification  neceflary 

chiefly  confined  myfelf.  I  have  preferred  fuch  evidencei 
21$  every  one  will  allow  mud  be  impartial,  coming  from 
an  tnemy  to  a  pariiamentary  reform.  See  Archdeacon 
Paley's  I1iilofoi^y»  vol*  II.  p.  ai?— 18. 

To  point  out  the  inequalities  of  the  Britifh  reprefenta^ 
tion,  and  to  oppofe  the  reformation  of  them»  is  curious. 
EcccDtricities  of  a  fimilar  nature  in  the  above  writer,  we 
fluQ  have  occaCon  to  notice  ia  a  iuluie  chapter^ 
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for  a  county  voter ;  Mid  whatever  property 
a  perfon  may  poflefs,  if  deftitnteof  this  par- 
ticular fpecies,  his  right  of  voting  is  with- 
held. In  the  city  of  London,  the  great 
body  of  the  freemen  are  entirely  cut  off, 
and  the  right  of  ele6lion  is  confined  to 
thofe  who  are  members  of  companies  or 
corporations ;  in  which  the  privilege  can 
not  be  purchafed  under  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds,  and  in  few  inftances  even  for  that 
fum. 

Such  is  our  reprefentation,  and  fuch  ar« 
its  inequalities.  Inequalities,  which  have 
fo  totally  altered  its  original  nature  and 
defign,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  as  at 
prefent  conftituted,  is  little  more  than  an 
engine  of  corruption  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  or  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  to  ac- 
complilh  meafures  which  are  often  dirc6lly 
oppofite  to  the  interefts  of  the  people,  and 
calculated  to  promote  the  purpofes  of 
ambition  or  defpotifm.  "  They  order  this 
*'  matter  better  in  France/'  The  Nation^ 
Affembly  have  fortified  the  conftitution 
againft  thofe  ravages,  which  have  been  made 
in  the  courfe  of  time,  in  the  reprefentation  of 
their  neighbours.  The  French  leprefenta^r 
N  3  tion 


n  i8t  -} 

tion  is  founded,  and  muft  remain  firm  on 
the  bafis  of  equality. 

Another  excellence  in  the  plan  we  are 
confidering  is ;  the  manner  in  which  the 
elections  are  conducted,  or  more  ftridlly 
fpeaking,  the  mode  in  which  the  active 

CITIZENS    AND    THE    ELECTORS    GIVE   THEIR 

SUFFRAGES.  The  whole  is  performed  by  baU 
lot.  By  this  mode  every  one  is  left  to  his  own 
choice ;  and  is  free  on  the  one  hand,  from 
that  fear  of  difobliging  which  proves  a  fnare, 
an^  on  the  other,  from  that  hope  of  reward 
which  tempts  from  duty.  Eleftion  by  bal* 
lot  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  corruption ;  bri- 
bery naturally  ceafes,  becaufe  the  means  will 
not  anfwer  the  end.  I  believe  no  candidate 
offers  a  bribe  to  a  voter,  without  previoufly 
having  fo  mean  an  opinion  of  him,  that 
he  would  not  even  offer  the  bribe,  unlefs 
he  could  watch  the  man,  and  fee  whether  he 
voted  as  dire6ted,  or  not.  But  when  there 
are  two  or  more  candidates,  and  the  fuffrages 
of  the  eledlors  are  given  by  ballot ;  (hould 
either,  or  all  the  candidates  befo  weak  as  to 
pay  a  voter,  he  may  take  his  reward,  and 
yet  give  his  vote  for  either  party,  juft  as  he 
•pleafes,  without  a  poflibility  of  detection. 
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If  the  fellow  fhould  be  fufpefted,  it  can  be 
of  no  ufe  to  queftion  him.  In  fuch  a  cafe^ 
whether  he  tells  truth,  or  lies,  can  only 
be  known  to  himfelf;  let  hira  but  keep 
his  own  counfel,  and  he  may  laugh  at  the 
folly  of  the  candidates  he  has  outwitted* 
Eledlion  by  ballot,  is  one  of  the  beft  me- 
tliods  the  National  Aflembly  could  have  de- 
vifed  to  preferve  the  purity  of  ele6lion  ;  it 
preferves  the  candidate  pure,  by  making  it 
his  intereft  to  be  fo,  and  by  that  means  pre- 
vents hira  from  purfuing  the  wretched  traf- 
fick  fo  common  at  our  ele6tions,  and  which 
ruins  the  purity  of  the  eleftors,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  ele6led, 

A  THIRD  EXCELLENCE  in  the  French  re- 
prefentation  is ;  the  term  for  which  the 

ELECTORAL  AND  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLIES ARE  CHOSEN.  Two  years,  and  two 
years  only:  At  the  conclufion  of  which 
period,  all  the  powers  delegated  to  thofe 
affemblies,  revert  to  the  citizens.  This 
is  a  moft  excellent  method  to  enfure 
good  behaviour  from  public  fervants. 
Every  reprefentative  muft  have  a  powerful 
motive  to  be  careful  of  the  intereft  of  the 
people,  when  he  knows,  for  certain,  that  he 
muft  (hortly  furrender  his  truft,  and  that 
N  4  his 


his  feat  in  any  future  l^iflature,  dep^^ 
upon  his  condu6t  in  the  paft.  Another 
Wow  is  here  ftruck  at  the  root  of  corrup- 
ticm.  Not  only  feptennial  bargains,  but  all 
bargains,  are  guarded  againft ;  for  it  can  v«ry 
feldom,  if  ever  happen,  that  it  (hould  be 
worth  while  for  any  man  to  purchafe  a  truft 
which  he  muft  fo  foon  rdfign.  It  was  that 
bare-faced  innovation  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury, the  septennial  ACT,  that  totally  altered 
the  nature  of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  open- 
ed wide  the  flood-gates  of  corruption ;  and 
which  has  proved  one  of  the  principal  caules 
of  that  twrent  of  profligacy,  which,  at  a  ge- 
neral eledlion,  fo  overwhelms  the  people^ 
•  The  term  being  abfolutely  fixed ;  and  it 
not  being  in  the  power  of  the  minifters  of 
the  crown  to  diifolve  the  legiflative  aflem-«* 
bly,  are  circumftanoes  well  defervmg  no- 
tice. Where  the  reprefentative  body  is 
6le6ted  for  feven  years,  I  confefs  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  have  the  power  of  appealing  to 
the  people,  delegated  to  the  crown;  but 
that  neceffity  ceafes,  where  the  term  of  du- 
ration is  only  for  two  years.  The  French 
can  never  be  taken  by  fiirprife,  or  hurried  on 
to  £ui  eledlioh,  without  having  proper  time 
Up  cbnfi4er  the  tharadters  and  qoal^caticms 
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of  thofe  perfons,  who  are  to  be  entruRed 
ivith  their  deareft  concerns.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  minifters  of  the  crown  have  found 
out  a  new  method  (there  not  being  fuffici- 
ent  methods  before)  to  dehide  tis.  It  was 
ufual  to  let  the  Houfe  of  Commons  die, 
what  is  called,  a  natural  death ;  but  this 
has  been  found  to  be  attended  with  fome 
Inconveniences  to  modern  ftatefmen.  The 
people,  or  rather  that  fmall  part  of  the  peo* 
pie,  who  exercife  the  right  of  ele6lion^ 
l^nowing  the  common  period  when  their  re- 
prefentatives  muft  refign  their  truft,  might 
in  fome  inftances,  be  induced  to  enquire, 
how  they  had  been  ferved  for  the  paft,  and 
who  were  the  proper  perfons  to  ele6t  for 
the  future.  By  thefe  means,  they  might 
be  led  to  think,  examine,  and  judge,  with 
fome  degree  of  ferioufnefs.  I  firmly  be-^ 
lieve  that  there  is  nothing  more  dreaded 
by  a  corrupt  politician,  than  that  the  peo-» 
pie  fhould  ever  think  for  themfelves.  All 
the  prudent  ftatefmen  of  the  popifti  hier- 
archy, have  been  peculiarly  careful  to  pre^ 
vent  it.  Mr.  Burke,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  thinks  it  the  higheft  excellence  of  a 
conftitution,  that  it  cannpt  be  comprehended 
by  common  people. 

That 
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That  the  people  therefore,  may  not  re- 
fle6l,  at  a  time  .when  reflections  may  lead 
to  confequences  not  the  mod  agreeable  to 
(latefmen,  the  method  now  is,  fuddenly  to 
diflblve  the  parlianient,  and  to  hurry  as 
faft  as  poffible,  the  new  eledtions.  The 
minifter  may  previoufly,  and  at  his  leifure, 
unknown  to  any  but  his  right  irufty  and  weU 
helmed  coufins  and  frie fids ^  watch  circum- 
i\ances,  balance  advantages  or  difadvan* 
tages,  form  his  plan,  fix  on  the  proper  fea- 
fon  for  a  diflblution,  and  a6t  accordingly. 
We  had  a  ftriking  example  of  this  wifdom 
in  the  conduct  of  our  minifter,  previous  to 
the  laft  general  ele6tion,  when  he  diffolved 
the  parliament  fix  months  before  its  natu- 
ral time*  That  parliament  had  indeed 
proved  fo  very  obedient  and  obfequious, 
that  it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted,  but  Mr. 
Pitt  would  have  (hewn  his  regard  and  af-^ 

•  I  know  not  whether  the  miniftcr*s  conduft  refpe£ting 
the  diflblution  of  parliament,  does  not  afford  a  key  to  one 
of  the  myflerious  locks  of  Mr.  Burke's  government.  "  Po- 
«•  litical  reafon  is  a  computing  principle,  adding,  fubftrafl- 
"  ing,  multiplying,  dividing,  balancing  between  differences 
•*  of  good,  in  compromifes  between  good  and  evil,  and 
«  fomctimes  between  evil  aqd  eviU" 

feftion 
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fedlion  for  it  to  the  lalt  moment,  had  it 
been  prudent.  But  the  times  were  critical. 
The  Spanifli  quarrel  had  broke  out;  the 
vote  of  credit  had  paffed;  warlike  prepara- 
tions were  going  forward ;  foine  of  our  mer- 
chants and  traders  were  already  in  poffeffion 
of  profitable  contrails,  and  many  more 
were  y/aiting  on  tiptoe  expe6lation,  for  thofe 
good  things  J  which  wars  and  rumours  of  wars, 
often  produce.  AH  was  life  and  ^6livity  in 
the  dock-yards,  and  in  the  towns  and  coun- 
ties on  the  fea  coaft.  Multitudes  of  officers 
in  the  army  and  in  the  navy,  were  looking 
up  for  preferment,  and  employment  *•  It 
was  doubtlefs  recolle6led,  that  negociations 
are  very  uncertain  in  their  progrefs,  and  in 
their  conclufion:  That  minifters  are  fome- 
times  as  weak  and  irrefolute,  as  they  are  at 
other  times  bold  and  determined :  That 
there  have  been  inftances  of  negociations 
begun  by  blufter  and  menace,  and  conclud- 
ed by  flattery  and  crouching.  At  the  mo- 
ment therefore  when  minifterial  influence, 
in  the  popular  hemifphere,  was  at  its  zenith, 
that  was  the  fuitable  time  for  diflblving^ 

*  All  thefe  advantages  were  not  thought  quite  fuffici- 
ent.  Six  new  peers  were  created  imnjediately  preceding 
the  dilTolution. 

the 
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the  parliament ;  and  the  minifier  of  the 
erown  was  too  great  a  man,  and  too  good  a 
{latefman,  to  16t  it  flip.  Parliament  was 
diffolved.  The  event  has  juftified  the  ex- 
periment. The  difpoiition  of  the  new  Houfe 
of  Commons,  from  the  fpecimen  afforded  in 
Its  firft  feflion,  is  exactly  fuch  as  the  mini- 
fler  could  wifh.  It  repded  in  him  confi- 
dence, that  implidt  confidence,  to  which 
his  agents  declared  he  was  entitled.  When 
fome  information  was  requefted  concerning 
the  Spanifh  negodation  ;  when  previous  to 
voting  four  millions  of  money  to  defray 
the  expence  of  the  armament,  it  was  alked, 
whether  there  had  been  a  neceffity  for  foch 
an  expence,  or  whether  the  negociation 
might  not  have  been  carried  on  in  a  kfs 
expenfive  manner,  "  His  majefty's  minif- 
•^  ters  had  no  information  to  give  the  houfe.** 
The  only  reply  we  could  get  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  fome- 
thing  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Gay's  "  Ant  in 
^'  office,'* 

•*  Upon  my  honour  all  the  expence, 

**  Though  vafl,  was  for  the  fwann's  defence !" 

The  Houfe  was  fo  well  fatisfied  as  to 

wave 


wave  all  further  enquiry,  and  teftified,  by 
a  large  majority,  their  approbation  of  mi^ 
nift^rial  condu<5l*.  Whether  the  nego- 
ciation  with  Ruflia  will  be  applauded  ui 
the  fame  manner,  remains  to  be  decided  in 
the  enfuing  lelfions  -f .    Such  were  the  ad«- 

*  It  may  appear  (xngulart  but  it  is  a  fad;  diat  defjpotic 
governments,  fometimes  afford  that  information,  which  i$ 
denied  under  what  are  called  free  governments*  In  one 
of  the  memorials  publifted  by  the  court  of  Spain,  it  is  at 
ferted  that  the  Spanlfli  minifter.  Count  Florida  Blanca. 
made  a  propofal  to  n^ociate  with  the  Britifli  minifler 
without  m^ing  warlike  preparations  en  either  lide^  bat 
dat  it  was  rejeded.  Whether  this  is  a  fair  ftate  |of  the 
cafe  Mr.  Pitt  would  not  .condeicend  to  inform  aij.  One 
thing  is  very  plain ;  that  the  objed  which  vfras  the  c^v^^ 
die  quarrel  is  now  fettling,  as  fome  people  think  it  might 
have  been  originally  fettled,  by  c<mimiflioners  in  a  coimtixig 
houfe.  As  the  Sritiih  minifier  refufed  all  kind  of  in&u> 
ination,  he  mutt  not  be  furprifed  if  fufpicion  continues  to 
a(k,  might  not,  at  lead,  a  part  of  the  four  millions  have 
been  faved,  or  was  it  not  wanted  for  the  purpofes  of  dec* 
tioneo-ing? 

f  Whco  I  was  at  Paris,  the  Ruflian  and  die  Britifh  me- 
moriak  were  publifhed  in  the  French  gazettes. .  All  that 
could  be  concluded  from  them  was,  that  the  Eroprefs  had 
macte.  peace,  on  the  fame  terms  which  fhe  had  offered  a 
twelvemonth  back.  A  considerable  fum  of  money,  has 
been  expended  on  our  part,  and  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  meii 
have  been  flaughtered  on  the  parts  of  Ruflia  and  Turkey, 
tp  obtain  what  ?— Nothing.     Such  are  Mr.  Pitt's  politicks ! 
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vantages  of  a  fudden  diflblution  of  parlia^ 
ment  to  miniflers ;  but  the  difadvantages 
to  the  people  at  large  were  propdrtionable. 
The  friends  of  freedom,  and  of  reformation, 
could  not  be  heard  amidft  the  clamour  of 
parties.  They  had  not  time  to  coUedi,  or 
to  rally  their  thin  and  fcattered  forces. 
There  were  plans  circulated  through  a  part 
of  the  country,  in  which  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  the  ele6lors,  to  fix  their  choice  upon 
fuch  men  only,  as  were  friends  to  a  parlia- 
mentary reform,  and  who  would  engage 
to  promote  that  meafure ;  but  the  eledlions 
were  nearly  over,  before  the  plans  could  be 
well  circulated,  or  jwoperly  confidered. 
The  immediate  buftle  of  a  general  elec- 
tion, allowed  no  time  to  think  of  the  beft 
means  of  promoting  the  public  welfare. 

In  France,  all  thefe  inconveniences  are 
avoided:  neither  feptennial  traffick,  or 
fudden  diflblution,  c^n  ever  be  pradlifed. 
The  deputies  know  the  precife  time  for 
which  they  are  fent.  The  citizens  know 
when  that  time  expires^  and  may  prepare 
for  a  new  choice  with  the  care  that  is  re*- 
quifite  for  fuch  an  important  occafion. 

The  last  excellence  which  I  fhall  no- 
tice in  the  French  reprefentation  is,  the 
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MEANS  MADE  USE  OF  TO  PRESERVE  THE  LE- 
43ISLATIVE  BODY  PURE,  AND  FREE  FROM  COR-  * 

RUPTioN.  I  (hall  only  mention  the  principaU 
which  is,  the  exclufidn  of  thofe  perfons  whp 
are  in  poffeflion  of  places  and  employments 
imder  the  crown ;  who  receive  penfions,  and 
Svho  are  fuppofed  to  poflefs  fuch  influence, 
or  to  be  under  the  power  of  influence,  fo 
that  the  virtue  of  the  legiflature  may  be 
endangered.  *'  Minifters,  and  other  agents 
"  of  the  executive  power,  removable  at 
"  pleafure;  commiffioners  of  the  national 
"  treafury  ;  colledlors  and  receivers  of  di- 
<«  re6l  contributions  ;  iiiperintendants  of 
"  the  colle6tion,  or  management  of  indi- 
^^  re6l  contributions  and  national  domains^ 
"  and  thofe  who  under  any  denomination! 
"  whatever,  are  attached  to  the  employs 
•*  of  the  military  or  civil  h'oufehold  of  the 
*'  king"— are  not  fuflfered,  while  holding 
fuch  employments^  to  be  members  of  the 
legiflature  *  "  The  members  of  the  pre- 
**  fent  national  aflembly,  and  fucceeding  le- 
•'  giflatures, — cannot  be  advanced  to  the 
"  miniftry,  nor  receive  any  offices,  gifts, 
^'^  penfions,  falaries,  or  commiflions  from  th« 

♦  Conftitutioo^  p.  36.  , 
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^  executive  power,  or  its  agents,  durinj^ 
<'  the  continuance  of  their  fun6tions,  nof 
**  during  two  years  after  having  finifhed  the 
"exerdfe  of  them*/'  Concerning  thefe' 
artideS;  I  think  it  rauft  ftrike  every  one^ 
that  they  are  moft  admirably  calculated 
to  prevent  undue  influence,  and  to  pre^ 
ferve  the  kgiflature  pure  and  uncomipt* 
The  king's  minifters,  although  they  hava 
admiffion  into  the  national  aflembly,  hav^ 
places  affigned  them,  and  are  always  to 
be  heard  when  they  demand  it  on  objedls 
relative  to  their  adminiftration,  or  v/hen 
they  Ihall  be  required  to  give  information^ 
or  even  on  objaSls  foreign  to  their  admini-' 
ftration,  if  the  affemUy  thinks  fit  »f,  have  no^ 
farther  bufinefs  with  that  body.  The  mem-* 
bers  are  left  to  their  own  free  chbice,  to 
determine  on  all  matters  as  their  confci- 
ences  may  dire6t.  National  affairs  are  nei- 
ther forwarded,  fufpended,  or  n^atived  in 
the  legiflatiye  body,  by  the  minifies  of 
the  crown,  who  have  the.  bufinefs  of  their 
own  proper  departments  to  attend  to,  and 
to  whi«h,  ly  the  conftitution,  they  are  td 

♦  Conftitution,  p^  ^^ 
+  Ibid.  p.  66^ 
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tbnfitte  tiiemrelve*.  Theif  tiine  is  em-- 
ployed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  fulfil- 
ling the  duties  of  their  office,  and  their 
labilities  are  without  interruption  devoted  . 
to  the  moft  honourable  fervicfe,  thofe  of 
ininifters  can  poffibly  be,  the  fervice  of 
tlteir  country. 

If  firotn  the  French,  we  now  turn  our  at- 
tention to  the  Britilh  legiflature,  what  do 
\ve  there  behold?  The  fir  ft  obje6l  which 
ftrikes  a  fpe6lator  is^  that  famous  place  in 
theHoufe  of  Commons,  called  the  Treasury 
fiENcri.  Here  we  find  feated,  the  firft  lortl 
bf  the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  hb  ma- 
Jefty's  exchequer^  with  a  band  of  placemen, 
his  chief  fupporters,  on  each  fide.  All  pub- 
lic bufinefs  of  importance  is  fufpended,  until 
this  GREAT  MAN  makes  his  entrance.  He  is 
the  grand  filperintendant  and  director  of 
the  boufe,  and  the  bufinefs  of  his  chief 
treafury  feciretary  (amongft  other  important 
objedls)  is  to  watch,  and  to  take  caffe 
that  his  jnafter  has  a  proper  majority 
to  fupport  his  meafures.  That  minifter  is 
r€ickofied  the  cotoi^leateft  ftatefman,  who 
by  any  rrttanS  wMever  can  beft  ntenage 
the  houfe,  and  have  the  largeft  iw^ity  6i 
O  it» 


its  members  at  his  difpofal  *.    If  we  look 
a  little  farther  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

we 


*  Sir  Robert  Walpole  wasexceOent  in  this  way.  As 
he  is  the  favourite  minifter  of  Mr.  Burke,  it  may  iK)t  be 
amifs  to  gi\'e  his  charader,  as  drawn  by  the  late  Lord 
Chefterfield ;  who  prefaces  it,  by  informing  us,  he  was 
much  acquainted  with  him,  both  in  his  public  and  bis  pri* 
vate  life,  and  that  he  meant  to  do  impartial  juftice  to  his 
charader.  After  an  indifferent  account  of  his  private  life^ 
bis  Loidfliip  proceeds :  **  He  was  very  able  as  a  minifter, 
^  but  without  a  certain  elevation  of  mind,  necel&ny  for 
great  good,  or  great  mifchief.  He  W3s  both  the  heft 
parliament  man,  and  die  ableft  manager  of  parliament 
that  I  believe  ever  lived.  An  artful  rather  than  an  elo- 
quent fpeaker ;  he  law,  as  by  intuition,  the  difpodtion 
of  the  houfe,  and  preffed,  or  receded  accordingly.  So 
clear  in  ftating  the  moft  intricate  matters,  efpedally  in 
the  finances,  that  whilft  he  was  fpeaking,  the  moft  igno- 
rant thought  that  they  underftood  what  they  really  did 
not.  Money,  not  prerogative,  was  the  chief  en^e  of 
his  adminiftration ;  and  he  employed  it  with  a  fuccefs 
which  in  a  manner  difgraced  humanity.  He  was  not, 
it  is  true,  the  inventor  of  that  ihamefiil  method  of  go- 
verning, which  had  been  gaining  ground  infenfiblyever 
fmce  Charles  H.  but  with  uncommon  (kill  and  un- 
bounded profufion  he  brought  it  to  that  perfedion,  which 
at  this  time  difhonours  and  diftrefles  this  country,  and 
which,  if  not  checked  fand  God  knows  how  it  can  now 
be  checked)  muft  ruin  it.  Befides  this  powerful  engine 
of  government,  he  had  a  moft  extraordinary  talent  of 
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SVe  Ihall  fee  an  hoft  of  placemen  and  pen- 
fioners ;  of  dependants  on  the  crown,  and 
on  the  minifters.  All  thefe  men,  from  the 
higheft  to  the  loweft,  are  allowed  not  only 
feats,  but  votes  on  every  occafion  ;  they  are 
fo  numerous,  fo  connedled,  and  fo  united, 
that  any  attempt  to  enforce  meafures  which 
do  not  meet  with  their  approbation,  is  al- 
moft  always  fruftrated.  A  fecret  hiftory  of 
the  adminiftrations  of  this  country,  for  a 

**  perfuading  and  Working  men  tip  to  his  purpofe.  A  hearty 
**  kind  of  franknefsi  which  fometimes  feemed  impfudenccj 
**  made  people  think  that  he  let  them  into  his  fecrets^  while 
**  the  impolitenefs  of  his  manners  feemed  to  atteft  his  fin- 
*«  cerity.  When  he  found  any  body  proof  againft  pecuni- 
**  ary  temptations,  which  alas !  was  but  feldom;  he  had 
**  recourfe  to  a  ftill  worfe  art ;  for  he  laughed  at,  and  ridi- 
*»  culed  all  notions  of  public  virtue,  and  the  love  of  one'« 
**  country,  calling  them  "  The  chimerical .  fchool-boy 
**  flights  of  claflical  learning ;"  declaring  himfelf  at  the 
**  fame  time,  "  No  faint,  no  Spartan,  no  reformer  J'  He 
**  would  frequently  aflc  young  fellows,  at  their  firft  appear- 
»*  ance  in  the  wdrld,  while  their  honeft  hearts  were  yet 
«'  untainted;  **  Well,  are  you  to  be  an  old  Roman?  9 
**  patriot  ?  You  will  foon  come  off  that,  and  grow  wifer.*' 
**  And  thus  he  was  more  dangerous  to  the  morals  than  to 
**  the  liberties  of  his  country,  to  which  I  am  perfuaded 
*•  he  meant  no  ill  in  his  heart."  This  is  the  minifter 
whom  Mr.  Burke  calls  an  honourable  man,  and 
A  SOUND  Whig.  (Appeal,  p.  64)  From  all  fuch  ho- 
nourable men,  and  fuch  Whigs,  Good  Lord  deliver  us! 
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century  pafl,  and  of  the  means  the  major 
part  of  them  have  ufedto  preferve  thelioufe 
of  Commons  in  due  order,  would  be  a  great 
curiofity,  and  might  tend  to  open  the  eyes 
of  the  pubKc,  more  than  a  thoufand  argu- 
ments. It  is  a  pity  we  have  not  a  few  more 
fuch  inftru(5live  publications,  as  the  Diary  of 
the  late  Lord  Melcombe,  In  this  celebrated 
performance,  we  have  courtiers  and  mdni- 
fters,  and  their  various  fchemes  fahrly  and 
impartially  expofed  to  view*  We  there 
find  what  conftitutes  merit  with  a  minifter ; 
and  are  Ihewn  the  methods  by  which  men 
niay  reach  the  pinnacle  of  minifterial  am* 
bition.  His  Lordfhip  was  himCelf  a  cour- 
tier and  a  ftj^tefman,  and  he  let?  us  occa^ 
fionally  into  the  receffes  of  his  own  heart 
He  informs  us  of  the  terms  he  made  with 
the  minifter  of  that  day.  When  foliciting 
a  place,  he  took  care  to  remind  him  rcr 
peatedly,  that  ^^  He  could  give  lus  m^eflj 
•*  fix  members  for  nothing,"  trufting  that 
the  minifter  would  not  forget  his  gene- 
rofity  iu  ^S  offering  boroughs  /or  nothings 
^^  when  they  were  a  commodity  fo  particu* 
«  larly  marketable :"  at  the  feme  time,  he 
gives  us  in  part  to  underftand  the  meanii^ 
of  fuch  an  expr€ffii)n.    ^^'I  faw  (fays  his 

Lordfhip 


€i 


44 


Z    197   3 

Lordlhip)  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  told 
**  him  that  in  thefe  matters  [[eleiliohs]]  thofe 
who  would  take  money  I  would  pay,  and 
not  bring  him  a  bill ;  tbofe  that  would  not 
take  money y  be  mufipayy  and  I  recommend- 
ed my  two  parfons  of  Bridgewater  and 
"  Weymouth,  Burroughs  and  FrmWn.  He 
*^  enterfed  into  my  views  very  cordially,  and 
**  aflhred  me  that  they  (hould  have  the  firft 
^*  crown  livings  that  (hould  be  vacant  in 
^  their  parts,  if  we  would  look  out  anA 
"fend  him  the  firft  intelligence*/'  But 
we  muftleave  paft  adminiftrations,  and  con* 
fine  oiirfelves  to  the  prefent.  Whether  we 
fliall  ever  have  the  Diary  publiflied  of  the 
Heaven  born  mini/ier,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
treafury,  is  uncertain.  From  his  publick 
meafures  we  may  do  him  the  juftice  to  af- 

♦  Lord  Melcombe's  Diary,  p.  256.  I  juft  remark  bjr 
the  way,  that  if  my  readers  (hould  have  any  doubt  as  to 
the  meaning  of  a  phrafe  which  has  been;  of  late  very  fa- 
fliionable.  Alliance  between  church  andjlate^  the  above  quota- 
tion may  explain  it  to  them,  and  let  them  a  little  into  the 
nature  and  ufefulnefs  of  that  alliance.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  fuch  ftatefmen  as  Meflrs.  Pitt  and  Burke  (hould  be  high 
church-men ;  or  that  they  (hould  confiderour  prefent  church 
eftablifhment,  not  only  as  "  convenient,  but  a$  elTential  to 
the  fiate,"  and  (liould  pafs  fuch  extravagant  encomiuma 
upon  it,  as  the  one  has  in  his  fpeeches,  and  the  other  m 
hifi  writings. 
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fert  that  no  minifter  has  ever  taken  better 
care  of  himfelf^  and  his  friends,  or  had  the 
members  of  the  Houfe  more  at  command, 
or  more  extended  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
It  is  only  neceflary  to  mention  the  enor- 
mous encreafe  of  the  peerage  * ;  the  con- 
tinual encroachments  of  the  excife  lawsf  j 

the 

*  Fifty  peers  have  Been  created  during  the  prefent  ad- 
miniftration,  a  greater  number  in  eight  years,  than  were 
created  the  twenty<-three  preceding  years  of  the  prefent 
reign.  .  Blackftone  remarks,  as  an  extraordinary  occur- 
rence, that  "  That  once  in^the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  there 
**  was  an  inftance  of  creating  no  lefs  than  twelve  peers  to- 
^*  gcther;  in  contemplation  of  which,  in  the  reign  of  king 
"  George  I.  a  bill  pafled  the  Houfe  of  Lords>  for  limit- 
*'  ing  the  number  of  the  peerage.  This  was  thought  by 
**  fome  to  promife  a  great  acquifition  to  the  conftitution, 
"  by  reftraining  the  prerogative  from  gaining  the  afcen- 
^*  dant  in  that  auguft  aflembly,  by  pouring  in  at  pleafure 
*'  an  unlimited  number  of  new-created  lords.  But  the  bill 
•<  mifcarried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  leading 
*^  members  were  defirous  to  keep  the  avenues  to  the  other 
"  houfe  as  open  and  eafy  as  poflible."  Coram,  vol.  I. 
■  P*  ^57*  |f  ^he  creation  of  twelve  peers  created  fo  much 
uneafinefs  in  the  nation,  as  in  the  opinion  of  many  to 
render  a  bill  neceflary,  to  limit  the  peerage ;  what  ought 
the  creation  of  fifty  to  do  ?  I  fhall  fay  nothing  concerning 
the  fifteen  baronets,  which  have  lately  been  made  at  a  batch; 
but  let  their  patents  lie  (as  the  Lprd  Chancellor  feenas  dif^ 
pofedj  (juietiy  on  the  flielf. 

t  **  The  rigour  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  excife  laws 
"  fcem  hardly  compatible  with  the  temper  of  a  free  nation. 
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the  large  additions  made  to  our  peace  eftab- 
lifliment  "f :  thefe,  not  to  mention  other  in- 
ftances,  afford  fufficient  proofs  of  the  (kill 
of  the  minifter,  in  encreafing  his  power  and 
influence,  efpecially  in  the  legiflative  body. 
His  abihties  likewife,  with  thofe  of  his  trea- 
fury  fecretary,  in  electioneering,  ought  not 

**  The  officers  liave  a  power  of  entering  and  fearching  the 
**  houfes  of  fuch  as  deal  in  excifeable  commodities,  at  any 
•**  hour  of  the  day,  and  in  many  cafes,  of  the  night  like- 
**  wife :  and  the  proceedings  in  ^afe  of  tranfgreffions  are 
**  fo  fummary  and  fudden,  that  a  man  may  be  convi£led  in 
"  two  days  ^ime  In  the  penalty  of  many  thoufand  pounds, 
••  by  two  commiflioners  or  juftices  of  the  peace ;  to  the 
**  total  exclufion  of  trial  by  jury,  and  difregard  of  the  com- 
*•  mon  law.  From  its  firft  original,  to  the  prefent  time, 
**  its  yery  name,  excise,  has  been  odious  to  the  people  of 
'*  England ;  and  no  friend  to  his  country  would  wifli  the 
"  lift  of  excifaible  articles  encreafed."  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage of  Judge  Blackftone,  twenty  years  fince.  (Comm. 
vol.  I.  p.  319,  320.)  What  would  this  diftinguifhed 
lawyer  have  faid,  had  he  lived  to  witnefs  the  paflive  tame-  , 

nefs  of  his  countrymen,  under  the  prefent  adminiftration  ; 
when  not  only  the  excife  laws  have  been  confiderably  ex- 
tended, but  when  a  hint  has  been  given  by  one  of  the 
minifters  (Mr.  D.)  of  the  propriety  of  a  general  excife^  as 
the  bcft  means  of  improving  the  revenues  of  the  country  ? 

+  I  (hall  fay  nothing  refpefting  the  increafe  of  expence  i 

attending  our  peace  eftablifliment.     It  is  a  common  ob-  j 

(ervation,  that  fuch  has  been  the  promotion  of  admirals  of 
late,  that  we  may,  in  any  future  war,  have  an  admiral  to 
every  (hip  of  the  line. 
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to  p4fs  unnoticed.  Other  mihift»s  may 
have  been  fufpeSted  of  funilar  doings,  biit  the 
prefent  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  and  his 
fecretary^  have  tbeir  eledlioneerihg  hmiours 
blazonai  in  a  court  of  juftice.  By  a  late 
trial,  not  only  the  prefent,  but  future  ages 
may  learn,  that  the  fecretary  of  the  trea^ 
fury  did,  in  the  prefence  of  the  minifter, 
hire  the  owner  of  a  public  houfe,  tp  ear 
gage  in  a  Weftminfter  ele6lipn,  on  the  fide 
of  the  court  candidate  ;  that  an  exchequer 
line,  levied  for  a  breach  of  the  laws,  was 
remitted  as  a  recom  pence  to  the  publi- 
pan,  for  engaging  heartily  in  the  cauje  ;  with 
other  fa6ls  equally  honourable*,  ^uch 
tricks  asthefe,thus  publicly  expofed,  would 
at  fofne  former  periods,  have  made  a  mini- 
{ler  almoft  alhamed  to  look  the  reprefeur 
tatives  of  the  nation  in  the  face  ;  but  ou|^ 
prefent  members  will,  it  is  prefumed,  be  too 
polite  to  make  even  the  leaft  enquiry  into 

*  Trial  of  George  Rofe,  Efq.  It  has  been  a  matter  of 
furprife,  how  Mr.  Pitt,  to  whom  all  parties  will  allow  the 
praife  of  being  (in  his  way)  a  confummate  politician*  coHitd 
fuffer  an  eleftionecring  difpute  widi  a  publican,  to  be  brought 
into  Weflminfter-hall-  Report  fays^  it  was  done  to  deter* 
mine  a  varicfly  of  fimilar  difputes.  If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  it 
ihews  that  the  minider  has  that  opinion  of  the  people^  as  to 
imagine  they  can  be^r  any  contcmptuqustecatmcQt  whatever. 

the* 


the  condu6t  of  a  man,  to  whom  they  appean^ 
|o  have  refigned  their  imderftandings,  and 
in  whom  they  have  placed  im^it  confidence^ 
In  France  the  whole  fyftem  is  different, 
Miniders,  and  their  agents  are  not  fuffered 
to  interfere  in  the  eledlion  of  the  deputies: 
they  are  not  fuflfered  to  vote  in  the  affem* 
bly ;  and  (hould  they  dare  to  aiTume  fuch 
fiirs,  cr  perform  fuch  feats  as  the  mini* 
fters  of  this  coimtry,  they  would  lofe,  in  all 
probability,  not  only  their  places,  but  their 
heads  in  the  bargain. 

As  the  National  Aflembly  have  endeavouri» 
©d  to  prefer ve  the  reprefentatives  of  the  na** 
tion  free  from  the  influence  of  the  crown;  or 
the  minifters  of  the  crown  on  the  one  hand; 
they  have  taken  equal  care  to  prefiarve  them 
from  popular  influenceon.  the  other.  They 
have  exprefsly  guarded  againft  that  republi-» 
pan  fentiment  which  has  been  too  ha(\ily 
adopted  by  fome  worthy  people  in  this  coun- 
try;  namely,  that  a  member  is  bound  on  all 
pccafions,  to  obey  the  inftru6lioijs  of  his  con* 
ftituents ;  a  fentiment  which  tends  to  de^ 
ftroy  the  noble  freedom  that  fliould  reign 
in  the  breaft  of  a  legillator ;  deftitute  of 
which,  he  may,  in  certain  cafes,  be  left 
without  honoiu:  pr  ^onfciencei  and  com- 
pelled 


t      202      3 

pelled  to  do  what  he  may  judge  tends 
materially  to  injure  his  country.  The 
Prench  conftitution  declares,  "  the  reprefen- 
.«*  tatives  named  in  the  departments,  fliall 
"  not  be  reprefentatives  of  a  particular 
f*  department,  but  of  the  whole  nation  ; 
*^  and  no  mandate  can  be  given  them*/' 
Had  this  fentiment  properly  prevailed  in 
this  country,  1  fhould  not  have  Iwd  the 
mortification  of  feeing  the  ridiculous  fitua- 
tion,  in  which  fome  worthy  members  were 
placed  laft  year,  on  the  famous  debate  con- 
cerning the  Teft  A6t.  They  arofe  and 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  repeal,  but  clofed 
thdr  fpeeches  with  declaring,  that  they 
Ihould  vote  againft  it,  becaufe  their  confti* 
tuents  had  ordered  them*  What  coriftitu- 
ents,  we  may  alk,  rauft  thofe  be,  who  com- 
pel their  members  to  vote  againft  their  con-^ 
fciences?  Let  the  enemies,  of  the  repeal, 
who  not  only  in  this,  but  in  other  inftances, 
a6led  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitu-!- 
tion  ;  let  them,  if  they  can,  produce  adtions 
of  a  fimilar  nature,  on  the  fide  of  their  op- 
ponents. 

From  the  comparifon  which  I  have  drawn 
between  the  French  and  the  Englifli  repre- 

*  Conftitution,  p.  34, 

fentation. 
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fentation,  I  have  little  doubt  but  every 
impartial  reader  will  fee  the  neceflity  of 
adopting,  at  leaft,  fome  of  the  principles  of 
the  former,  in  the  latter.  Should  any  one 
hefitate  on  the  fubjedl,  I  muft  requeft  his 
attention,  while  I  confider  the  nature  of  a 
general  ele6lion  in  one  country,  and  in  the 
other.  Some  of  the  enemies  of  a  parlia- 
mentary reform,  have  objected  to  the  ex*- 
tending  the  right  of  voting,  becaufe  of  the 
riot  and  confufion  which  may  attend  po-- 
pular  elections .  The  fame  obje6lion  might 
with  the  fame  propriety  be  urged  againft 
every  popular  eledlion.  But  we  may  bo 
affured,  that  where  any  riot  or  confufion 
takes  place,  it  is  owing  to  the  \<'ant  of  a 
proper  mode,  by  which  eledtors,  however 
numerous,  might  freely >  and  yet  peaceably 
give  their  fuffrages.  I  was  lately  at  a  ge- 
neral ele6lion  at  Paris,  at  a  time  when  con- 
fufion of  fome  fort  might  have  been  .ex- 
pe6ted,  government  being  in  a  ftate  of  de- 
rangement, and  the  conftitution  not  being 
finilhed.  Upwards  of  feventy  thoufand 
citizens  pxercifed  the  right  of  voting.  By 
dividing  the  city  into  fe6lions,  and  by  va- 
rious excellent  regulations,  notwithftand-^ 
jng  the  election  lafted  upvyards  of  a  month, 

all 
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all  was  peace;  and  order  reigned  univer- 
fally .  So  far  from  rioting  and  drimkennefe, 
there  was  not  even  that  convivkUty,  withv 
out  which  we  know  not  how  ta  conduct  an 
ele6lion  in  England.  My  good  focial 
friends,  with  whom  I  have  canvafled  in  this 
country,  will  pity  me  when  I  inform  them, 
that  although  I  was  a  little  adlive  in  my 
enquiries  with  the  citizens  and  ele6tors  of 
.  Paris;  although  there  were,  twenty-four 
deputies  elected,  I  conld  not  find  one  who 
gave  an  ele6lion  dinner ;  nor  was  I  able  to 
difcover  one  open  houfe,  wh^re  1  could 
mingle  with  the  citi^jens,  and  fit  down  to 
a  bottle  of  wine,  to  drink  fuccefe  to  a  fa^ 
vour ite  cand  idate.  The  truth  is,  the  f'rench 
are  not  fond  of  their  reprefentgtivest  pur^ 
chafing  their  feats,  for  fear  they  fhouW  af- 
terwards reimburfe  themfelves,  by  felling 
their  conftituents.  A  general  ele6lion  isi. 
therefore  begun,  carried  on  and  completed, 
without  expence,  throughout  the  kingdom, 
It  is  with  relu6tance  that  I  now  turn  to 
a  general  eledlion  in  England  ;  where,  all 
circumfl:ances  confidered,  it  is  a  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  the  feptennial  exercife  of 
pur  rights,  is  a  qurfe,  or  a  bleffing.  Every 
one  muft  agree,  that  in  a  moral  point  of 

view. 
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view,  nothing  can  be  more  alarming,  or 
more  difgraceful,  than  the  condu6l  of  can- 
didates and  electors,  at  fiich  a  period.  That 
corruption,  which  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Houle  of  Commons  is  a  Handing 
pool,  now  iwdils,  and  ruihes  forth,  in  a 
mighty,  refiftkfs,  overflowing  torrent.  Mi- 
nifters,  and  candidates,  and  voters,  are 
bought  and  fold,  as  truly,  and  as  literally, 
as  horfes,  oxen,  and  fwine,  in  Smrthfield 
mSrliet*  ThoTe  perfons  who  have  pur- 
chafed  eftates  (fold  fometimes  by  public 
au^ion)  with  valuable  contingencies,  alias 
boroughs,  annexed  to  them,  now  rife  intd 
importance.  The  grand  bilfinefs  of  the 
minifter  of  the  crown,  and  his  agents,  b  to 
fecure  as  many  boroughs  as  poffible ;  and 
if  a  borough-holder  will  fell  himfelf  to  ad- 
vantage, now  is  the  time.  There  are  cer- 
tain perfons,  called  jobbers,  whofe  bufinefs 

*  When  our  natefkien  confider  the  above  faft,  it  is 
hoped  that  tfiey  will  not  ufe  fuch  infolcnt  language,  as  they 
romethncs  do,  when  fpeaking  of  the  people  ;  calling  them, 
Sctwt  ofthi  earth,  fwintjh  multitude,  ^c.  For  although  it 
muft  be  confeffed  the  middling  and  the  lo(wer  clafles  c4 
people  are  too  apt  to  imitate  their  fuperiours,.  yet  it  is  gPr 
nerally  in  coniequence  of  (Irong  temptation,  and  a  bad  ex^ 
ample.  It  is  the  praAIce  of  Satan  to  entice  men  to  fm,  X9 
rerider  them  like  himfelfi  and  afterwards  to  reproach  them. 

it 
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it  is  to  watch  the  market,  and  to  give  iil^ 
formation  accordingly.  The  prices  are 
various,  according  to  the  parties,  or  fitua-* 
tions  of  the  different  traders.  The  late  Lord 
Chefterfield  having  met  with  a  difappoint-* 
mentfrom  fome  Great  mm^  who  had  pro-* 
mifed  him  a  feat  for  his  fon  Mr.  Stanhope^; 
writes  to,  the  latter  as  follows;  **  Since 
"  that  (difappointment)  I  have  heard  no 
*'  more  of  it ;  which  made  me  look  out  for 
**  fome  venal  borough :  and  I  fpoke  to  a 
•'  borough-jobber,  and  offered  five  and 
"  twenty  hundred  pounds  for  a  fecure  feat 
^*  in  parliament ;  but  he  laughed  at  my 
'*  offer ;  and  faid,  that  there  vs^as  no  fuch 
"  thing  as  a  borough  to  be  had  now ;  for 
•*  that  the  rich  Eaft  and  Weft  Indians  had 
'•  fecured  them  all,  at  the  rate  of  three  thou- 
*^  fahd  pounds  at  leaft ;  but  many  at  four 
"  thoufand  ;  and  two  pr  three  that  he  knevv 
*'  at  fiv^  thoufand/'— 

In  ariother  letter  his  Lordfhip  writes^ 
"  Elections  here  have  been  carried  to  a  de- 
^*  gree  of  frenzy  hitherto  unheard  of ;  that 
**  for  the  town  of  Northampton  has  coft  the 
"  contending  parties,  at  leaft  thirty  thoufand 
"  pounds  a  fide,  and  —     '■         has  fold  his 

*^  borough 
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*^  borough  of *--*  to  two  members  for 

*'  nine  thoufand  pounds  *.  As  to  our  cor- 
porations, where  the  choice  is  made  by 
twenty  or  thirty  perfons,  the  bufmefs  is 
generally  fettled  in  a  pretty,  fnug,  quiet 
manner.  There  are  generally  two  or  three 
a6live  perfons  (the  clergy  are  clever  men 
at  ele6lioneering  of  all  kinds — church  and 
STATE  !)  who  fettle  the  bufinefs  for  the  reft. 
The  majority  of  the  members  of  thefe  cor- 
porations, are  commonly  purchafed  before 
hand.  Thofe  gentlemen,  who  by  perfonal  fa- 
vours, or  by  favours  to  fome  brother,  or  cou- 
fin,  or  relationof  the  ele6tors,  can  oblige  the 
mod  extenfively,  are  fure  of  their  feats  with- 
out farther  trouble.  Some  of  thefe  corpo- 
rations barter  their  independence,  as  much 
as  they  poffibly  can,  by  choofmg  their 
reprefentatives  for  corporators ;  although 
there  are  refpeftable  inhabitants  much  bet- 
ter qualified  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
to^n,  than  men  who  have  no  conne6lion 

*  Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters,  vol.  IV.  p.  269.  274. 
It  is  the  praftice  of  gentlemen,  under  certain  circumftances 
to  refign  their  feats.  In  fuch  cafe  the  miniftcr  is  ready  to 
purchafe,  or  to  give  an  equivalent  for  fuch  reilgnation. 
See  a  tranfadion  oi  this  kind,  in  the  work  jufl  referred  to, 
Tol.IV.  p.  2x8. 
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\vit1i  It,  but  what  is  difgraceful ;  arid  Avfic^ 
Only  vifit  it  twice  or  thrice  in  feven  years^ 
juft  to  keep  up  a  propfer  acquaintance  with 
their  worthy  and  independent  conftituents* 
As  to  our  popular  eledlions  for  towns^  ci^ 
ties,  and  counties,  when  a  coftteft  takes 
place,  what  feenes  do  they  generally  pre- 
fent  ?  Candidates  degrading  themfelves  by 
pra6lifing  all  forts  of  meannefs,  and  elec- 
tors equally  degrading  themfelves  by  prac-* 
tifing  all  forts  of  vice ;  the  former  often 
tuin  their  fortunes,  the  latter  their  virtue^ 
and  both  their  charaifters.  Canvaffing^  ca-* 
roufing,  intoxication,  rioting,  bribery, lyings 
and  perjury,  deprave  and  debauch  the  mo- 
rals of  the  community.  Here  we  behold 
Britons  transformed  into  brutes^  or  rather 
into  fomethirig  worfc  than  brutes:  meff 
endowed  with  realbn,  underftandfUg^  and 
confcience,  and  profefling  Chriftianky^  fink- 
ing below  the  beafts  that  pmfh  *.    Thcf 

worthieft 

•  "  The  luxury,  riot,  debaiiciierjr,  luft,  ancf  nsadttefs  of 
•♦  the  prcfent  age,  can  never  be  painted  in  eoloi^irft  equal  ta 
•♦  the  life:  our  language  hath  no  words,  nor  pk>wers  equal 
««  to  the  fiibjeft,  nor  is  there  a  language  in  the  worb( 
**  ftrong  and  copious  enough  for  it :  a  nevr  one  cwight  to  fe 
"  made  on  purpofe  that  has  phrafes^  images>  atid  energi* 
*«  thgt  were   never   known  before  j  and  even  then,  the 

«  keennefs 


Vrorlhieft  part  of  the  couimunity  are  bften 
contaminated.  Inflamed  by  party  heat } 
family  feuds,  and  almoft  irreconcilable  dif- 
ferences are  engendered  between  thofe  who 
once  lived  in  harmony,  friendftiip  and  af-* . 
fedlion,  the  one  with  the  other*  Thefecir- 
cumftances  confidered^  it  is  not  furprifing* 
that  the  inhabitants  of  fome  of  our  largeft 
towns,  fliould  quietly  acquiefce  in  the  de- 
privation of  their  right  of  choofmg  repre- 
fentatives,  or,  that  in  other  towns  where  a 
contefted  ele6lion,  on  account  of  its  compli- 
cated evils,  is  deprecated  as  much  almoft  as 
the  peftilence :  the  people  fhould  leave  their 
reprefeiitatives  to  be  chofen  by  the  leaders 
of  parties  only,  noblemen  who  have  moft  in- 
tereft,  and  who  fettle  the  bufinefs  between 
themfelves ;  by  which  means  the  people  re- 
main, in  fa6t,  without  any  choice  at  all.  The 
city  of  Weftminfter,  at  the  laft  eledtion,  af- 
fords a  ftriking  illuftration  of  this  fubje6l. 

"  keennefs  of  a  Juvenal,  the  imaginative  powers  of  a  Mil- 
^*  ton,  and  the  force  and  grandeur  of  a  Young  united, 
<<  would  be  all  tdo  weak  to  form  an  eloquence  and  lan- 
"  guage  equal  to  otir  crimes."  If  any  one  fliould  think 
this  portrait  too  highly  coloured,  he  has  only  to  look  at  x 
general  ele&ion, 

P  In 


In  order  to  avoid  a  fimilar  conteft  to  that 
of  the  preceding  year,  in  which  the  differ- 
ent candidates  and  their  friends,  had  fpent 
upwards  of  eighty  thoufand  pounds ;  and 
riot  had  ended  in  murder ;  a  compromife 
was  agreed  to  by  the  heads  of  the  parties, 
which  might  be  termed  difgracefid,  had 
it  not  prevented  a  difgraceful  eledlion*- 
Compromifes  of  a  fimilar  kind,  are  fre- 
quently fettled  by  the  ariflocratick  leaders 
in  different  counties  ;  and  whether  the  peo- 
ple are  right  or  wrong  in  fubmitting  to  fuch 
compromifes,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  determine. 

Having  thus  given  a  &ir  and  impartial, 
though  imperfe6l  fketch,  of  the  French  and 
the  Englifh  rejMrefentation  ;  I  hope  my 
readers  are  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  our 
fo  fer  following  the  example  of  our  neigh* 
boiu*s,  as  to  endeavoiur  to  procure  an  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people ;  a  Houfe  of 

♦  See  Mr.  Fox's  Speech  to  the  eleSors  of  Weftminfter 
on  the  above  occaiion.  He  ftates  the  expcnce  of  the 
dedion,  on  the  part  of  Lord  John  Townfcnd,  in  the 

year  1789,  at  forty  ihoufaiid  pounds.     It  may  be  very  - 
tcaronably  fuppoftd,  that  the  expcnce  was  not  lefs  on  the 
Gdc  of  the  court  candidate  Lord  Hood  ;  cfpeinally  as  it  is 
DOW  known  he  was  fupported  by  the  Secretary  of  the  T/ea- 
fu^,     S^  the  trial  before  referred  to* 

Commons 


Commons  which  may  be  fomething  more 
than  an  inftrument  of  corruption,  holding 
out  to  the  people  the  name  of  liberty,  and 
leaving  them  almoft  deftitute  of  the  reality. 
If  what  I  have  related  is  true,  and  let  any 
one  deny  it  if  he  can,  our  reprefentation,  as 
it  is  called,  is  little  elfe  than  a  femblance, 
a  form,  a  theory,  a  mockery,  a  fliadow,  if 
hot  a  nuifance.  Statefmen,  however  are  of 
a  different  opinion.  Mr.  Burke  has  the  ef- 
frontery to  declare,  "  That  our  reprefenta- 
"  tion  has  been  found  perfeftly  adequate 
"  to  all  the  purpofes  for  which  a  repre- 
"  fentation  of  the  pebple  can  be  devifed  or 
•*  defired.  I  defy,*'  adds  he,  **  the  enemies 
•*  of  our  conftitution  to  fliew  the  con- 
•*  trary  */'  Without  allowing  myfelf  to  be 
what  Mr.  Burke  is  pleafed  to  call  an  enemy 
to  the  conftitution,  although  I  am  an  enemy 
to  the  abominations  which  have  almoft  fub- 
verted  it  from  its  original  nature,  I  be^ 
leave  to  repeat  what  I  afferted  concerning 
a  general  election ;  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  all 
circumftances  confidered,  is  a  bleffing  of  a 
curfe  to  the  nation.     It  may  have  been 

♦  Reflcaiohs,  p.  83. 
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"  found  perfedlly  adequate  to  all  the  pur- 
"  pofes  for  which  a  reprefentation  can  be 
"  devifed  or  defired''  by  ftatefmen  like  Mr» 
B.  It  may,  in  other  words,  have  been  the 
grand  theatre  of  corruption,  where  the 
principal  a6lors  were  devoted  to  the  will 
of  the  minifter,  and  ready  as  occalion  might 
offer,  to  facrifice  the  deareft  interefts  of  the 
people;  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  the  court, 
or  the  ambition  of  a  fa6lion.  What  a  pa- 
triot of  the  laft*  reign.  Sir  John  St.  Aubin^ 
aflerted  refpe6ling  our  reprefentation,  is  fo 
juft,  that  I  cannot  but  wifh  the  fame  lan- 
guage was  repeated  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  out  of  it,  till  it  had  its  proper 
effe6l.  Speaking  of  Charles  the  Second, 
he  obferved  ;  **  This  king  naturally  took 
"  a  furfeit  of  parliaments  in  his  fathef^s 
*' time,  and  was  therefore  extremely  de- 
"  firotts  to  lay  them  afide :  but  this  was 
"  a  fcheme  impra6licable.  However  in  ef- 
«'  feft  he  did  fo,  for  he  obtained  a  parlia- 
ment, which  by  its  long  duration,  like  an 
army  of  veterans,  became  fo  exa6lly  dif- 
ciplined  to  his  own  meafures,  that  they 
"  Icnew  no  other  command,  but  from  that 
"  perfon  who  gave  them  pay.  This  was  a 
"  moft  Me,  and  moft  ingenious  way  of  en^ 
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**  flaving  a  nation.    It  was  very  well  known 
**  that  arbitrary  power,  if  it  was  open  and 
"  avowed,  would  never  prevail  here ;  the 
"  people  were  amufed  with  the  fpecious 
"form  of   their   ancient  conftitution  ;   it 
"  exifted  indeed  in  their  fancy ;  but  like  a 
"  mere   phantom,   had  no   fubftance  nor 
"  reality  in  it ;  for  the  authority,  the  dig- 
"  nity  of   parliaments    were  wholly  loft. 
*•  This  was   that   remarkable  parliament, 
"  which  fo  juftly  obtained  the  name  of  the 
"  penfion  parliament ;  and  was  the  model 
**  from  which  I  believe,  fome  later  parlia- 
^  ments  have  been  exadlly  copied/'    Whe- 
ther the  orator,  from  one  of  whofe  fpeeches, 
the  above  extract  is  taken,  was  endued  with 
a  fpirit  of  prophecy  or  not,  I  (hall  by  no 
means  pretend  to  determine ;  but  certainly 
what   he    conjeftured   concerning    future 
times,  was  not  very  far  from  the  truth. 
"  If  a  minifter  (hould  ever  gain  a  cornipt 
"  familiarity  with  our  boroughs;  if  he  fhould 
"  keep  aregifter  of  them  in  his  clofet,  and 
"  by  fending  down  his  treafury  mandates, 
'*  fliould  procure  a  fpurious  reprefentation 
"  of  the  people,  the  offspring  of  his  cor- 
•*  ruption,  who  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to 
**  reconcile  and  juftify  the  moft  oontradic- 
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*'  toxy  meafures  of  his  adminiftration,  and 
*^  even  to  vote  every  crude  indigefted  dream 
"  of  their  patron  into  a  law  ;  if  the  main- 
tenance of  his  power  ftiould  become  the 
*'  fole  obje6l  of  their  attention,  and  they 
"  fhould  be  guilty  oi  the  mofl:  violent 
breach  of  parliamentary  truft,  by  giving 
the  king  a  difcretionary  liberty,  of  taxing 
the  people,  the  laft  fatal  compliment 
**  they  can  pay  to  the  crown ; —  If  this 
"  fhould  ever  be  the  unhappy  condition  of 
•^  this  nation ;  the  people  indeed  may  com- 
"  plain  ;  but  the  doors  of  that  place  where 
**  their  complaints  fhould  be  heard,  will 
**  for  ever  be  fhut  againfl  them/*  It  is  true 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  has  not  yet  given 
the  King  the  difcretionary  liberty  of  taxing 
the  people,  nor  are  the  doors  of  the  houfe 
yet  ordered  to  be  fhut  againfl  their  com- 
plaints :  but  thefe  lafl  flages  of  corruption 
excepted,  nothing  was  imagined  by  this 
celebrated  fpeaker,  but  what  has  been  fmco 
realized. 

It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  fhew^ 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  fo  far  from  being  <*  Perfedtly  adequate 
"  to  all  the  purpofes  for  which  a  reprefen** 
**  tation  of  the  people  can  be  devifed  or  de« 
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"  fired/'  is  fcarcely  adequate  to  any  one  of 
thofe  purpofes.  If  a  reprefentation  has  any 
proper  end  in  view,  it  muft  be  this,  that 
the  voice  of  the  people  fliould  be  fairly 
exprefled,  or  in  other  words,  that  «*  The 
^  law  (hould  be  the  expreffion  of  the  ge- 
«  neral  will/'  Proofs  might  be  given  to 
fhew  that  a  modern  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo 
far  from  attending  to  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, often  a6ls  diametrically  oppofite  to  it* 
I  (hall  mention  a  recent  inftance  to  (hew 
with  what  contempt  that  houfe  has  treated 
publick  opinion,  on  a  queftion  in  which 
the  honour,  the  juftice,  and  the  huma-» 
nity  of  the  Britilh  empire,  was  moft  ma- 
terially involved  ;  I  mean  the  queftion  re- 
lative to  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade.  It 
is  fcarce  neceffary  to  mention  the  warmth 
with  which,  to  the  honour  of  the  people, 
this  bufinefs  was  taken  up,  as  foon  as  the 
proper  evidence  was  laid  before  them.  The 
table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  cover- 
ed with  petitions  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  praying  for  a  total  abolition  of  a 
trade,  which  had  long  difgraced  us  as  a  na- 
tion, but  the  enormity  of  which  we  had 
not  before  confidered. '  The  privy  council 
examined  into  the  fubje6t,  and  the  evidence 
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was  ftrong  in  favour  of  the  abolition.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  appointed  a  committee, 
which  ftill  more  throughly  inveftigated  the 
bufineCs :  the  evidence  of  the  committee  ferv-^ 
ed  to  firengthen  that  of  the  privy  council, 
and  the  fiends  to  the  abolition  hoped  the 
happy  period  was  aiiproaching,  when  juf- 
tice  would  be  done,  in  fome  meafure^  Ip 
our  unhappy  Jellow-creatures  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Afiica;  and 
that  the  trade  of  enflaving  and  murdering 
our  brethren  of  mankind,  which  we  had 
carried  on  for  centuries,  would  at  laft  be 
completely  annihilated.  After  the  fiiUeft 
inveftigation,  the  queftion  was  brought  for-?- 
ward  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament.  Every 
honeft  man  who  read  the  debates  on  that 
occafion,  rauft  confefs,  that  all  the  argu-? 
ments,  all  the  eloquence,  all  the  juftice,  all 
the  humanity,  were  entirely  for  the  abcdition. 
The  minifter  of  the  crown  made  a  tolerable 
fpeech,  to  fhew  the  policy  of  the  meafure ; 
but  as  it  did  not  promife  him  any  acqui- 
fition  of  power,  he  a6l^  juft  as  he  had  done 
a  few  years  before;,  refpedling  a  parliamen- 
tary reform ;  he  merely  fpake,  without  ufing 
any  of  his  common  influence  on  the  occafion. 
And  what  was  the  refult  of  the  debate  ?-t^ 


To  the  eternal  infamy  of  that  houfe,  the 
intereft  of  a  few  individuals  prevailed  over 
every  other  confideration.  Only  eighty- 
eight  perfons  were  found,  who  defervM  to 
be  called  men;  and  the  queftion  for  the 
abolition  was  loft,  by  nearly  a  majority  of 
two  to  one.  So  fteeled  were  the  hearts  of 
fome  of  the  members,  that  they  abfolutely 
laughed  at  the  relation  of  cruelties,  which 
ought  to  have  drawn  from  them^  tears  of 
blood.  No  wonder  that  a  fpeaker  on  that 
occafion,  one  of  the  few  found  "  faithful 
^*  among  the  faithlefs/'  declared  that  he  was 
aftiamed  of  being  a  member  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  fenate  *.  I  will-  add,  that  as  the  en- 
ormities of  the  trade  are  fairly  expofed  to 
publick  view  ;  as  no  arguments  •  can  be 
brought  to  juftify  it,  but  will  equally  juftify 
the  plunderer,  the  highwayman,  and  the 
murderer  ;  we  ought  to  be  afliamed  of  the 
nanie  of  Britons,  as  long  as  we  continue  a 
traffick  the  moft  wicked  and  infernal  that 
ever  difgraced  the  human  race.  But  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppol'ed  the  people  will  quietly 
fuffer  it  to  continue.  They  niay  reft  for  tho 
prefent,  in  the  affurances  which  have  been 
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given  th^,  that  the  queftion  fhall  be  re- 
newed in  the  enfuing  feflions.  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  and  Mr.  Fox,  not  to  mentbn  others, 
whofe  zeal  for  the  opprefled  will  ever  ten- 
der their  names  dear  to  the  friends  of  hu- 
manity, {land  pledged,  never  to  forfake  the 
glorious  caufe  in  which  they  have  fo  nobly 
engaged.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  individual  to  (hew  his  abhorrence 
of  the  trade  by  all  the  means  in  his  power. 
As  the  Weft  India  planters  me  refolved  to 
continue  their  old  fyftem  of  cruelty,  which 
can  alone  rendei'  the  frefh  importation  of 
Hayes  neceffary)  I  finoerely  rejoice  that  af- 
fociations  are  forming  for  the  purpofe  Of 
diminilhing  the  confumption  of  Weft  India 
produce ;  and  that  many  have  refolved  no 
longer  to  purchafe  an  article,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  which  is  the  caufe  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  cruelties  infli6led  on  the  fuflferr 
ing  negroes,  I  mean  the  article  of  fugar. 
When  we  confider  that  every  ounce  of  it  is,  to 
ufe  an  expreflion  of  Dr.  Franklin's,  steeped 
IN  BLOOD,  it  is  time  we  ftiould  relinquifli  the 
guilty  luxury.  I  cannot  forbear  adding 
on  this  fubje6t,  that  as  long  as  the  trade 
is  continued,  we  have  reafon  to  fear  that 
heaven  has   fome  dreadful  judgments  in 
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ftore  to  punifti  us  for  our  wickednefs.  We 
cannot  any  longer  plead  ignorance*  Should 
therefore,  the  thunderbolts  oi  divine 
WRATH,  be  hurled  upon  our  iflands :  fliould 
the  Almighty  AveSger  of  the  oppreffed 
Waft  our  Weft  India  poffefllons  in  one 
everlafting  deftru6lion  ;  Ihould  the  ruin  of 
the  Britifh  empire  be  thus  accelerated ;  it 
is  nothing  more  than  our  crimes  give  us 
reafon  to  expeft.  We  already  find  the 
guilty  frightened.  A  fpirit  of  refiftance 
having  fhewn  itfelf  amongft  the  negroetf 
in  the  French  iflands,  the  Britifli  mer- 
chants and  planters  are  alarmed,  left  a 
fimilar  fpirit  of  refiftance  fliould  arife  ia 
oiir  own.  Nothing  but  the  fear  that  the 
wretched  negroes,  from  that  habitual  igno- 
rance and  flavery  in  which  they  have  pafled 
their  lives,  may  not  know  how  to  make  the 
proper  ufe  of  their  liberty;  nothing  but 
this  confideration,  prevents  every  good  man 
from  wifliing  fuccefs  to  all  infurreftions  he 
may  hear  of  in  the  Weft  Indies,  French  or 
Englifli. 

I  fliall  make  no  apology  for  the  warmth. 
I  have  difcovered  on  this  fubje6l ; 

**  In  fuch  a  caufe  'tis  impious  to  be  calm*  !" 

**  If  any  pcrfon  ihould  think  I  havfe  ufed  a  fingle  ex* 
preflion  on  this  fubjeft  which  borders  on  undue  warmth,  I 

have 


I  have  fele6ted  one  proof  only  amongft 
numbers ;  but  which  evidently  fhews,  that 

our 

kive  only  to  requeft  him  to  perufe  the  Abftrad:  of  tht 
Evidence  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
(a  thin  oftavo,  printed  for  Phillips,  George-yard)  recolleft- 
ing  after  he  has  perufed  it,  that  the  committee  fupprefled 
part  of  the  evidence,  becaufe  it  was  too  horrible  to  lay  be<- 
fore  the  public.  Well  might  Mr.  Fox  (whofe  fterling 
goodnefs  and  integrity  on  the  occafion  are  more  to  be  ad- 
mired than  even  his  matchlefs  elcquencej  plainly  tell 
fbme  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  own  party^  as  well  as  others, . 
that  the  man  who  could,  after  reading  fuch  evidence,  vote 
for  a  continuance  of  the  trade,  muft  have  either  a  weak 
head,  or  a  depraved  heart,  and  poflefs  nerves  of  which  he 
could  have  no  conception.  Mr.  Paley  juftly  intimates, 
tfiat  a  l^iflature  which  had  fupportcd  the  flave-trade,  was 
not  fit  to  be  entrufted  with  the  nunagement  of  the  Britifh 
empire.  If  his  intimation  was  applicable  before  the  late 
evidence  was  produced,  with  how  much  greater  force  muft 
it  apply  at  prefent.  The  publick  are  under  unfpeakable 
obligations  to  the  focietv  for  abolifhing  the  trade,  for  the 
sceal  and  induftry  with  which  they  have  hitherto  proceeded. 
Tbcre  is  however  one  thing  they  have  omitted  ;  that  iSf 
the  procuring  and  publifliing  a  lift  of  thofe— *I  know  not 
what  to  call  them,  who  voted  againft  the  abolition.  I 
Jiope  no  party  attachments  will  prevent  fuch  a  lift  from  - 
being  produced,  as  the  publick  ought  to  fet  a  black  mark 
on  every  name  contained  in  it.  Among  the  fpeakers  on 
that  fide,  the  livery  of  London  will  recollect,  with  become 
ing  indignation,  Mr.  Brooke  Watson,  who  gave  this 
as  a  reafon  why  he  could  not  confent  to  abolifh  the  trade ; 
■*  Becaufe  the  negroes  confumed  the  refufe  of  our  fiih* 

**  arics> 


our  reprefentativeshaveno  regard  whatever 
to  the  opinion  of  the  people. 

I  now,  therefore,  moft  earneftly  hope, 
that  my  countrymen  will  confider  the  im- 
portance, and  the  neceflity  of  that  great 
national  meafure,  which  is  the  only  one  to 
prevent  our  ruin ;  a  parliamentary  re- 
form. In  urging  this  meafure,  I  only  a6l 
in  chara6ler  as  a  Briton,  and  as  a  friend  to 
the  Britifli  conftitution.  It  was  the  defign 
of  our  anceftors  to  hand  down  to  pofterity, 
a  reprefentation  which  fhoidd  fairly  convey 
the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  that  the  choice 
of  reprelentatives  (hould  be  frequently  ex- 
ercifed.  I  might  eafily  prove  this  aflertion 
by  a  reference  to  our  beft  political  writers, 
and  hiftorians.  I  fliall,  however,  confine 
myfelf  tothe  fame  refpedlable  and  impar- 
tial authority,  I  appealed  to  in   the  lafl: 

'*  cries."  Was  this  man  refcued,  in  his  youth,  almoft 
miraculoufly,  from  the  jaws  of  a  fliark,  in  order  that  he 
might  fupport  a  trade  which  makes  men  worfe  than  Iharks 
to  thoufands  of  their  fellow-creatures ! 

Some  of  the  members  who  difgraced  themfelvcs^  on  the 
above  occafion,.  promifed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
trade.  They  have  not  yet  done  it.  When  they  do,  I 
hope  the  title  will  be.  An  act  to  regulate  robbery, 

PLUNDER,  HOUSEBREAKING,  KIDNAPPING^  AND  MtlR-^ 
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chapter,  wliofe  evidence  will  fully  juftify 
me  in  what  I  have  advanced.  In  his  ac- 
count of  the  Britifh  reprefentation,  he  thus 
expreffes  himfelf:  "The  commons  confift 
•«  of  all  fuch  men  of  any  property  in  the 
•«  kingdom,  as  have  not  feats  in  the  Houfe 
«  of  Lords  ;  every  one  of  which  has  a  voice 
•^  in  parliament,  either  perfonally,  of  1^ 
«*  his  reprefentative.  In  a  free  ftate,  every 
*'  man  who  is  fuppofed  a  free  agent,  ought 
^*  to  be,  in  fome  meafure,  his  own  governor, 
•*  and  therefore  a  branch  at  leaft  of  the  le- 
«*  giflative  power  fhould  refide  in  the  wHOLfi 
••  BODY  of  the  people:  and  this  power,  when 
**  the  territories  of  the  ftates  are  fmall,  and 
•'  its  citizens  eafily  known,  (hould  be  exeir- 
•*  cifed  by  the  people  in  their  aggregate  of 
•*  colledlive  capacity,  as  was  wifely  ordained 
^  in  the  petty  republics  of  Greece,  and  the 
"  firft  rudiments  of  the  Roman  ftate.  But 
**  this  will  be  highly  inconvenient  when 
^  the  publie  territcwry  is  extended  to  any 
*•  conliderable  degree,  and  the  number,  of 
•*  citizens  encreafed.— -In  fo  large  a  ftate  as 
•*  ours  it  is  therefore  very  wifely  contrived, 
«  that  the  people  ftiould  do  tliat  by  their 
*<  reprefentatives,  which  it  is  imprafticable 
"  to   perform  in   perfon ;  reprefentatives, 
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^*  chofen  by  a  number  of  minute  and  fepa-* 
"  rate  diftri^s,  wherein  all  the  voters  are, 
**  or  eaffly  may  be  diftinguiltled. — In  our 
"  conftitution,  only  fuch  voters  are  entirely 
**  excluded,  as  can  have  no  will  of  their 
**  own :  there  is  hardly  a  free  agent  to  be 
"  found,  but  what  is  entitled  to  a  vote  in 
**  fome  place  or  other  in  the  kingdom. 
"  This  is  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution :  not 
"  that  I  afiert  it  is  in  fa^  fo  perfe6l  as  I 
**  have  endeavoured  to  defcribe  it ;  for  if 
•*  any  alteration  might  be  wifhed  or  fuggeft^ 
**  ed  in  the  prefent  frame  of  parliaments,  it 
**  Ihould  be  in  favour  of  a  more  complete 
"  reprefentation  of  the  people*/' 

This  was  the  language  of  a  law  profeflbr, 
delivering  his  fentiments  before  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford.  Although  he  was  confcious 
of  the  defefts  in  our  reprefentation,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered,  confidering  his  iitua- 
tion,  that-lie  did  not  ufe  ftronger  language. 
Comparing  what  he  fays,  concerning  the 
nature  and  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  with- 
its  prefent  ftate;  we  furely  muft  be  con- 

♦  Blackftone*s  Commentaries,  book  I.  chap.  a.  Mon- 
teijquieu  has  a  variety  of  obfervations  fioukr  to  the  above 
i&  hk  Spir^  of  Laws,  book  XI. 
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Vincedi  that  its  nature  is  grofsly  degenerat-* 
€d,  and  its  fpirit  almoft  entirely  loft. 
.  We  have  hftard  much  "  of  the  great  dan-* 
*'  ger  of  innovations/'  It  irf  to  be  lamented 
that  ftatefmen  had  not  always  the  fame 
dread  of  innovations,  which  they  now  ap- 
pear to  have ;  or  rather,  that  our  modern 
ftatefmen  were  fincere  in  the  ufe  of  the 
word,  and  that  they  would  not  tofs  it  to 
^nd  fro,  as  the  mere  cant  of  a  party,  to 
frighten  mankind  from  purfuing  what  is 
right.  The  truth  is,  the  friends  to  a  par- 
liamentary reform  have  the  greateft  reafon 
to  exclaim  againft  innovations:  all  they 
want  is  the  removal  of  them.  By  the  com- 
mon law,  all  freemen  of  England  had  a 
voice  in  the  eledlion  of  reprefentatives,  in 
the  counties  where  they  dwelt ;  what  then . 
may  we  alk,  have  been  thofe  ftatutes,  which, 
have  excluded  fo  many  millions  of  freemen 
in  fucceffiye  ages,  from  the  exercife  of  their 
undoubted  rights?  Infamous  innovations. 
Parliaments,  for  many  centuries,  were  an- 
nual, but  their  duration  not  being  fixed  by 
law,  it  was  ena6led  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  that  they  fliould  be  triennial.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  the  late  Sir  Jobn  St.  Au-* 
bin,  that  the  a6t  declaring  the  right  of  the 

people 
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people  to  triennial  parliaments,  {lands  a 
part  of  that  original  contradl  under  which 
the  conftitution  was  fettled  at  the  Revolu- 
tion :  that  his  majefty's  title  to  the  crown 
is  primarily  derived  from  that  contraft, 
and  that  any  deviations  from  it  ought  to 
be  treated  as  fo  many  injuries  done  to  that 
title.  What  then  is  the  feptennial  a6l  ?  A 
moft  fcandalous  innovation  on  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  which  robs 
the  people  of  their  rights,  and  injures  his 
majefty's  title  to  the  crown  ;  of  confequence 
all  thofe  perfons  who  oppofe  the  repeal  of 
the  feptennial  a6l,  notwithftanding  their 
prietended  affeiSlion  to  the  king  and  confti- 
tution, are,  in  fa6l,  the  enemies  of  both. 

There  are  many  perfons,  wjio  cannot  but 
acknowledge  the  jiiftice  of  what  I  have  ad- 
vanced, but  are  fo  imprefled  with  the  dif- 
ficulties which  may  obftru6l  the  accomplifti- 
ment  of  the  wifhed  for  plan,  that  they  are 
willing  matters  ihould  go  on  as  they  do  at 
prefent,  rather  than  join  in  an  endeavour 
for  an  alteration.  They  are  afraid  of  con- 
fufions  and  riots,  and  their  heads  are  filled 
wih  alarms,  which  I  will  venture  to  fay 
are  grpundlefs.  I  frankly  confefs,  that  an 
equal  and  a  frequent  reprefentation  is  an 
SI  object 


obje6l  worth  contending  for,  and  that  the 
people  will  be  juftified  in  any  conftitutional 
means  they  may  ufe  for  the  attainment  of  fo 
defirable  an  obje6l ;  yet  it  is  their  duty  to 
make  ufe  of  the  moft  peaceable  in  their 
power.  There  is  no  occafion  to  a6l  ille- 
gally, or  unconftitutionally ;  every  •thing 
tending  to  excite  commotions  in  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  ought  to  be  avoided.  A  bad 
example  may  be  fet  (as  at  Birmingham)  by 
the  enemies  of  reform  ;  but  let  us  be  care- 
ful to  prevent  its  being  followed.  There 
is  a  path  that  is  eafy  to  be  purfued,  but 
which  requires  honefty,  prudence,  a6livity, 
and  zeal  to  proceed  in  it  properly.  The 
firft  thing  which  ought  to  be  done  is,  to 
enlighten  the  people,  and  to  awaken  them 
to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  prefent  fituation. 
There  were  aflbciations  formed  during  the 
American  war  for  this  purpofe,  but  fince 
the  return  of  peace,  and  while  God  in  his 
mercy  has  exempted  us  from  thofe  dread- 
ful calamities  which  lately  fo  heavily  prefled 
upon  us,  thofe  aflbciations  have  dropped  ; 
whereas  they  ought  to  have  been  more  ex- 
tended, and  more  a6tive.  The  fociety  for 
conftitutional  information  in  London,  is  an 
honourable  exception,  and  I  am  happy  to 
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hear  that  there  are  focieties  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  now  forming  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  If  thefe  focieties  were  to  cbr- 
refpond,  the  one  with  the  other  ;  were  they 
to  print  and  circulate  fmalltra6ls,  containing 
the  firft  principles  of  our  conftitution ;  its 
excellencies,  and  its  abufes — ^fhewing  at  the 
fame  time  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  pa- 
triotick  zeal  of  our  anceftors  for  the  former, 
and  to  the  degeneracy  of  their  defcendants 
for  the  latter :  endeavouring,  above  all,  to 
enforce  this  important  truth,  that  a  confider- 
able  part  of  that  load  of  taxes  we  labour 
under,  a  load  which  is  annually  increaling, 
is  owing  to  the  extravagance,  and  the  pro- 
fligacy of  government ;  arid  that  the  grand 
fource  and  fupport  of  this  extravagance  and 
profligacy,  is  an  unequal,  feptennial,  repre- 
fentation  :-^uch  fa6ls  as  thefe  would  make 
the  people,  if  they  are  not  unworthy  the 
n^me  of  Britons,  and  if  they  d6  not  deferve 
to  be  flaves,  think  for  themfelves,  and  a6l 
with  that  fpirit  becoming  their  fituation  and 
charadler.  Preparation  thus  being  made, 
the  next  ftep  would  be  to  addrefs  parlia- 
ment on  the  fubjedl.  I  know  what  has 
been  urged  againft  fuch  a  meafure :  it  has 
been  faid,  that  we  cannot  expert  a  corrupt 
Q  s  body 


body  to  purify  itfelf.  But  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  fear  of  provoking  a  great 
people,  feeling  their  wrongs,  and  refolv- 
ing  to  have  them  remedied,  would  operate 
as  a  very  powerful  motive,  even  on  the  pre- 
fent  Houfe  of  Commons.  And  were  the 
people  cordially  to  unite  in  an  affair  of  fo 
much  importance,  would  that  houfe  dare 
to  refufe  an  attention  to  their  voice?  If 
after  repeated  trials,  this  (hould  be  the 
cafe,  the  fituation  of  this  kingdom  will 
be  truly  dreadhil,  and  fomething  ought 
then  to  be  done  by  the  people  them- 
felves. 

But  the  difficulty  of  offering  a  fpecific 
plan,  has  been  often  flated,  and  I  acknow- 
ledge with  great  juftice ;  I  hope  no  fuch 
plan  will  be  agitated,  at  leaft  till  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  refufe  to  take  the 
bufinefs  at  large,  into  their  ferious  con- 
fideration.  Although  I  have  ftated  what 
I  think  would  be  great  improvements  in 
our  reprefentation,  yet  it  is  not  for  me  to 
fay,  that  they  ought  all  to  be  infilled  upon. 
There  are  two  points  which  we  fhould 
never  lore  fight  of ;  thofe  are.  Equality, 
and  Duration.  While  the  right  of  elec- 
tion is    engrofled    by   a    few,    interefted 
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perfons,  and  the  ele6led  are  chofen  for 
feven  years,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  any 
improvements  whatever.    We  have  already 
excellent  laws  againft  bribery,  but  every 
one  knows  how  eafily,  and   how  openly 
they  are  evaded.    The  fault  is  in  the  ge- 
neral fyftem,.  and  that    mufi  be   altered. 
Whenever  any  attempt  Ihall  be  made  to 
introduce    this    national   concern    in    the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  I  fmcerely  hope  it  will 
be  by  moving,  **  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
•*  pointed  to  enquire  into  the  prefent  ftate 
**  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Commons  of 
"  Great  Britain  in  parliament/'  Such  a  mo- 
tion was  made  (in  1784)  by  that  tried  and 
perfevering  friend. of  the  people.  Alderman 
Sawbridge.   Would  the  Houfe  thus  take  up 
the  bufinefs,  the  moft  defirable  cdnfequences 
might  be  hoped  for.     It  is  not  in  large,  but 
in  fmall  bodies,  the  moft  important  plans 
are  fo'rmed.     The  plan  of  the  prefent  re- 
prefentation of  France,  was  formed,  in  its 
grand  outlines,  in  a  committee  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly.      If  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  fhould  reject   ^^he  motion,  it  will  be  ' 
an  acknowledgp'tnt,  that  our  reprefenta- 
tipn  is  too  bad  to  be  looked  into ;  it  will 
be  a  proof  that  our  conftitution  is  faft  ap- 
Q  3         '  proaching 
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To  prwent,  therefore,  the  deftru6lion  of 
the  conftitution  by  a  corrupt  legiflature,  is 
furely  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Britifh 
nation. 

With  refpe6lto  our  ftatefmen,  the  leaders 
of  different  parties  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped,  we 
Ihall  not  place  any  great  dependence,  on 
their  mere  profeflions.  No  man  ever  ap- 
peared to  be  a  more  hearty  friend  to  the 
people,  than  Mr.  Pitt.  The  utmoft  powers 
of  his  eloquence  were  once  exerted  againft 
the  encreafing  influence  of  the  crown,  and 
in  favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform.  But 
what  does  the  hiftory  of  his  adminiftration 
afford  ?  A  melancholy  leflbn  of  caution  to 
the  people,  not  to  attach  themfelves  to  men, 
but  in  proportion  as  they  give  proof  of  the 
fincerity  of  their  profeflions.  No  man  ever 
acted  more  diametrically  oppofite  to  his 
own  profefled  fentiments,  than  the  prefent 
minifter.  He  has  increafed  the  influence  of 
the  crown  in  fo  many  ways,  and  in  fuch  a 
rapid  manner,  that  it  is  in  vain  we  look  for 
a  minifter,  in  thefe  refpe6ls,  his  equal.  As 
to  his  once  favourite  meafure,  a  reform  of 
parliament,  he  has  lately  informed  us,  that 
fuch  a  meafure  may  be  neceflary  in  future, 
but  that  it  is  not  fo  at  prefent ;  and  he  would 
'  Q  ^  -tain 


fain  perfuade  us,  this  is  not  the  time  for 
innovation  *.  Surely  there  is  hardly  a  man 
in  the  kingdom  fo  weak,  as  not  to  under- 
fland  the  meaning  of  this  minifterial  lan- 
guage. Mr.  P.  is  very  weU  contented,  that 
while  parliament  continues  obedient,  and 
he  can  maintain  his  fituation,  corrup- 
tion fliould  not  be  difturbed.  But  we  may 
be  fure  of  a  return  of  his  patriotifm,  as 
foon  as  he  has  loft  his  majority,  and  his 
place.  But  if,  after  his  paft  conduft,  there 
are  any  who  confider  him  as  the  friend  of 
the  nation,  all  that  we  can  reply  is,  iSi  vidt 
populus  decipi,  decipiatur! 

With  refpe6t  to  the  leaders  in  oppofition, 
I  own  I  have,  from  their  prefent  condu6l, 
but  little  hope.  There  are  two  or  three 
individuals  who  appear  to  be  real  friends 
to  the  people.  The  Marquis  of  Landf- 
downe  will  ever  deferve  the  thanks  of  the 
public,  for  his  invariable  language  refpedling 
the  great  obje6t  we  have  been  confidering, 
and  for  propofing,  when  in  adminiftration» 
a  variety  of  plans,  for  reducing  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  ;  which  plans  had  the 
approbation  of  the  prefent  minifter,  who 

♦  Sec  Mr,  Pitt's  Speech  on  Mr.  Flood's  motion,  April 
1790. 
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was  then  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  but 
fince  the  advancement  of  the  latter  to 
the  firft  place  in  adminiftration  they  have 
never  been  heard  of*  The  whole  nation 
is  likewife  under  peculiar  obligations  to 
Mr.  Fox,  When  we  confider  the  zeal  with 
which  he  has  ftood  forth,  on  all  occafions, 
the  champion  of  religious  liberty ;  when 
we  attend  to  his  heart-affe6ling  eloquence 
on  the  fubjedl  of  the  flave-trade ;  when  we 
hear  him  with  patriotick  ardour,  declaring 

♦  The  Marquis  of  Landfdowne,  during  the  laft  feflion 
of  parliament,  promifed  to  bring  forward,  in  the  enfuing 
feffion,  fome  of  the  plans  referred  to.  It  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  remind  his  Lordfliip,  of  that  fupport  which  he 
may  juftly  expedl  to  receive  from  the  public,  in  every  ex- 
ertion for  their  welfare.  The  city  of  London  in  parti- 
cular, as  appears  by  the  following  extradt,  (lands  pledged 
to  fupport  him  in  all  his  eiForts  for  a  parliamentary 
reform. 

"  The  noble  and  manly  proof  which  your  Lordfhip 
**  has  given  of  your  decided  concurrence  in  the  undoubted 
^*  right  of  the  people  to  (hort  parliaments,  and  the  necef- 
•*  fity  of  a  more  equal  reprefentation,  cannot  but  increafe 
*•  our  regard,  efteem,  and  confidence ;  and  your  Lord{hip» 
"  in  your  farther  profecution  of  thofe  great  conftitutional 
"  objefts,  may  depend  on  the  moft  firm  and  determined 
•«  fupport  from  the  city  of  London."  Extraft  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  London^  to  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  dated  April  7,  1780. 
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the  French  revolution  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
glorious  events  which  has  ever  taken  place 
in  the  hiftory  qf  mankind ;  when  we  re- 
fle6l  on  that  open,  and  unequivocal  lan- 
guage, which  he  has  always  ufed  on  the  fub- 
je6l  of  a  parliamentary  reform : — ^Every 
friend  to  his  country,  and  to  mankind,  is 
juftified,  in  moft  ardently  wiftiing  that  a 
ftatefman  poffeffing  fuch  fentiments,  might 
be  placed,  not  only  at  the  head  of  the  admi- 
niftration  of  Great  Britain,  but  if  it  were 
poflible,  at  the  head  of  every  adminiftration 
in  the  univerfe.  But  was  Mr.  Fox  im- 
mediately called  to  a  feat  in  the  cabinet, 
it  would  be  of  ferious  moment,  how  is  he  to 
be  fupported  there  ;  who  are  his  friends  ? 
What  is  that  party,  called  the  Whig  Club, 
compofed  of  ?  Do  its  members  poITefs  the 
fame  fentiments  as  Mr.  Fox?  If  they  do, 
why  have  they  not  fupported  him,  by 
openly  profefling  their  fentiments  in  the 
fame  courageous  manner  r  Why  have  they 
ftood  aloof  from  the  friends  to  the  French 
revolution,  on  almoft  every  occafion  ?  Why 
do  they  not  come  forward  as  a  body,  and  de- 
clare their  principles  by  fome  publick  refo- 
lutions  ?  It  is  not  their  dining  together,  and 
calling  themfelves  Whigs,  that  will  intereft, 

in 
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in  the  leaft  the  publick  in  their  favour.  If 
they  wifli  to  be  diftinguifhed  as  true  patri- 
ots, let  them  declare  their  principles,  and 
atSl  iigi  unifon  with  thofe  who  are  not  mere 
party  men,  and  who  have  no  interefted  views 
to  gratify.  If  all  their  aim  is  to  get  into 
place,  and  to  continue  the  old  fyftem,  the 
prefent  rainifters  Inay  as  well  remain  where 
they  are.  Whenever  Mr.  Fox  may  be  in 
office,  I  fmcerely  hope  he  will  be  cordially 
fupported  by  the  people  ;  it  is  to  them  he 
muft  look  ;  it  is  their  welfare  he  muft  enr 
deavour  to  promote.  It  will,  however,  be 
ufing  him  very  ungratefully,  if  he  fliould 
not  meet  with  the  moft  powerful  popular 
affiftance.  Were  he  to  be  in  office  with* 
out  that  affiftance,  his  political  virtue  would 
be  put  to  a  teft,  which  we  have  hardly  a 
right  to  expe6l  it  (hould  bear.  He  muft 
either  relinquilh  his  place,  or  his  princi- 
ples. 

The  prefent  minifter  came  into  office 
on  popular  ground:  The  crown  and  the 
people  united  in  fupporting  him.  But 
he  had  too  low  an  opinion  of  the  latter 
to  depend  upon  them.  He  has,  there- 
fore forfaken  the  beft  part  of  the  ground 
he  originally  ftood  upon,  and  has  preferred 

what 
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what  he  apprehends  is  more  folid.  Let  us 
apologize  for  human  nature,  degraded  as 
it  is,  in  the  perfon  of  this  apoftate  patriot. 
He  perhaps  faw  he  could  not  preferve  his 
place,  without  deferting  the  principles  he 
had  profeffed ;  the  latter  therefore  yielded; 
the  old  fyftem  was  continued,  and  has  been 
moft  unceafingly  perfevered  in  :  how  long 
the  people  will  bear  to  be  infulted  by  cor- 
ruption and  hypocrify  united,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  determine;  but  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  if  they  do  not  declare,  in  fome 
extraordinary  manner,  their  dif^pprobation 
of  the  general  fyftem,  it  will  fignify  very 
little  who  is  in  adminiftration,  or  who  is 
in  oppofition  ;  for  virtuous  individuals  will 
not  be  able  to  remain  in  the  former,  and 
virtuous  efforts  will  be  of  little,  avail  in  the 
latter.  Let  us  then,  my  dear  countrymen, 
take  example  from  France ;  let  all  party- 
interefts  be  buried ;  let  us  look  to  princi- 
ples, more  than  to  men;  let  us  a6l  with 
union,  prudence,  fpirit,  and  fortitude,  and 
we  need  not  defpair.  An  equal,  and  a 
frequent  reprefentation,  appeared  a  much 
more  difficult  work  in  France,  previous 
to  the  revolution,  than  it  now  appears 
in  Britain.    If  we  are  not  wanting  to  our- 
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felves,  it  may  fliortly  be  accompliftied ; 
and  whether  we  ought  not  individually, 
and  colle6lively,  to  forward  it  to  the  utmoft 
of  oiur  power,  I  chearfuUy  leave  to  the 
determination  of  every  true  Briton,  and 
real  patriot ;  to  the  determination  of  every 
man  who  has  a  regard  for  the  political, 

THE  MORAL,  OR  THE  RELIGIOUS  INTERESTS 
OF  HIS  COUNTRY. 

The  Second  Branch  of  the  French  Con- 
ftitution  is  THE  King,  "  The  executive 
^*  power  is  delegated  to  the  king,  to  be  ex- 
"  ercifed  under  his  authority,  by  minifters 
"and  other  refponfible  agents*/'  The 
king  is  declared  the  reprefentative  of  the 
people,  entrufted  with  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive power,  for  their  benefit.  The  royalty 
is  delegated,  hereditarily,  to  the  race  on  the 
throne.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is  facred 
and  inviolable.  He  reigns  by  the  law,  and 
it  is  in  the  name  of  the  law  he  requires 
obedience  + .  The  principles  on  which  mo- 
narchy is  fettled  in  France^  are  fimilar  to 
thofe  on  which  it  is  fettled  in  Great  Bri- 

*  Conftitution,  p.  29. 
f  Ibid.  p.  42. 
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tain.  Our  king  is  the  hereditary  reprefen- 
tative  of  his  people ;  he  reigns  in  virtue  of 
the  law  ;^th8  fupreme  power  is  dd^ated 
to  him,  as  the  guardian^  and  as  the  execu- 
tor of  the  law.  As  there  is  no  firiend  to 
the  Britifli '  conffitution,  but  what  is  a 
friend  to  thefe  principles,  it  is  unneceflary 
to  enlarge  upon  them.  All  I  fhall  requeft 
of  the  reader,  on  this  part  of  the  fubjedl, 
is,  that  he  would  refer  to  thofe  chapters 
in  the  French  conftitution,  which  treat  of 
the  king,  and  of  his  prerogatives :  they  afiR>rd 
a  full  and  complete  refutation  of  the  flander 
that  has  been  caft  by  the  enemies  of  the 
revolution  in  general,  and  by  Mr.  Burke 
in  particular,  upon  the  National  Affembly  ; 
and  which  has  accufed  that  body  of  hav- 
ing deftroyed  the  monarchy.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  cafe,  they  have  fixed  it  on 
the  only  legitimate  and  folid  foundation, 
on  which  it  ever  can  be  fixed  ;  the  declar- 
ed choice  of  the  people. 

When  it  is  further  confidered,  that  the 
King  of  the  French  has  an  income, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  a  fum  mentioned 
by  his  majefty  as  fully  fufficient,  and  which 
was  luianimoufly  granted ;  that  eight  palaces 
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are  allotted/for  the  royal  refidence,  moft  of 
which  are  fuperiour  to  any  a  Britiih  mo- 
narch can  boaft ;  it  is  hoped  we  fliall  no 
more  hear    thofe    lamentable   howls,    on 
account  of  the  king's  degraded  fituation, 
which  are  more  calculated  to  produce  fmiles, 
tHan  fighs.  For  my felf,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
the  French  monarch  will  enjoy,  in  the  legal 
exefcife  of  his  authority,  and  in  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  the  duties   of  his  office, 
more  folid   glory,  and  fubftantial  happi- 
nefs,  than  his  predeceflbrs,  or  than  mod, 
if  not  all  the  fovereigns  of  Europe,     He  is 
no  longer  furrounded  by  a  nation  of  flaves^ 
but  a  nation  of  friends.     He  is  no  longer 
tormented  by  an  infolent  ariftocracy,  or  a 
domineering  clergy.    He  is  united  to  his 
people  by  the  clofeft  ties,  and  his  felicity  is 
infeparably  conne6led  with  theirs.    Would 
the  tyrants   of  the  ^orld,  who  are  now 
trembling  on  their  thrones,  enjoy  fimilar 
fecurity  and  felicity,  let  them,  before  they 
are  compelled,  reftore  to  their  fubje6ts  thofe 
rights,  of  .which  they  have  fo  long  deprived 
them.    Let  them  imitate  the  God-like  ex- 
ample of  the  King  of  Poland,  who  has  been 
the  principal  agent  in   bringing  about  a 
peaceable,  and  a  happy  revolution,  in  his 

own 


own  kingdom.  To  his  majefty's  immortal 
honour,  let  it  be  univerfally  puUilhed,  that 
he  enlightened  his  people  by  tranflating 
and  diffeminating  amongft  them  the  French 
declaration  of  rights  ;  that  he  expreffed  his 
cordial  approbation  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, and  returned  his  thanks  to  the  prin- 
cipal a6lors  in  it ;  that  he  followed  their 
example  as  far  as  was  poflible,  in  his  own 
dominions,  at  the  fame  time  lamenting  his 
not  being  able  to  follow  it  more  perfe6lly. 
Here  is  a  model  for  the  fovereigns  of  the 
univerfe  ;  have  they  a  defire  to  enjoy  fimilar 
glory  with  that  of  the  Polifli  monarch  ;  to 
reign  in  the  hearts  of  their  fubje6ls,  and  to 
be  immortalized  in  hiftory  as  the  friends 
of  mankind ;  let  them  Go  and  do  like- 
wise ! 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRD. 

Remarks  on  the  Nature  and  Befign  of  Chrifiianity-^ 
On  Civil  EJlabliJhments  of  Religion— "The  Right 
of  the  National  AJfembly  to  reform  the  Church  of 
France  conjidered — The  Refumption  of  the  Eccle^ 
Jiajircal  Pojfejfions  vindicated  on  the  Principles  of 
Political  and  Religious  Jujlice — General  Reforms 
in  the  French  Church — Monajic  Orders  fupprejfed 
— Authority  of  the  Pope  annihilated — Religious 
Vows  abfolwd — Particular  Reforms  in  the  French 
Church  conjidered^  and  urged  as  necejfaty  in  the 
Church  of  England — Choice  of  minifters  rejlored  to 
the  People^^Mode  by  which  the  Clergy  are  provid- 
ed for — Tithes  abolijhed — Jujl  Dijlribution  of  the 
Property  appropriated  for  the  Support  of  the  Church 
— Laws  to  enforce  the  Rejidence  of  the  Clergy — 
Terms  of  Admiffion  into  the  Church — Fatal  EffeBs 
of  Ecclejiajlical  Subfcription  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land enlarged  upon—General  Prenmrication  of  the 
Clergy  y-Injujiice  and  Folly  of  the  AB  of  Uniformity 
'^'Abfolute  NeceJjUty  of  a  Reformation  enforced 
from  the  melancholy  State  of  our  Religion  and 
Morals  as  reprefented  by  the  Clergy* 


T  yf  T'HEN  we  take  a  view  of  the  vari- 
▼  ^     ous  governments  which  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  world,  we  fliall  find,  however 
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th^  may  have  differed  in  their  nature^  or 
profefled  defign,  they  have  all  united  in 
the  fappoFt  of  fome  religion,  or  fyfiem  of 
faith  and  mode  of  wwihip ;  and  that  it 
has  been  the  univerial  pra6lice  of  the  rul- 
ing powers,  to  take  upcm  thonfelves  the 
r^ulation  not  only  of  the  dvil^  but  the 
religious  interefts  of  mankind.  And  it 
mud  be  acknowledged  that  fuch  have 
been  the  fyftems  and  modes,  profefifed 
and  followed  by  mankind  in  general,  in 
all  ages  of  the  world,  that  the  fupp«t 
of  the  civil  magiftrate  has  been  abfolutdy 
neceflary ;  as  otherwife  they  would  fpeedily 
have  loft  all  their  credit,  and  have  ended 
in  ruin.  Paganifin  would  not  have  fo  long 
deluded  the  world,  had  it  not  been  power- 
fully fupported  by  the  arm  of  fecular  au-  , 
thority .  Mahometanilin  was  propagated  by 
the  fword,  and  its  progrefe  was  marked  witli 
blood.  Its  grand  fupport  ever  has  been, 
and  ftill  is,  worldly  authority ;  and  wlien 
that  fupport  (hall  be  withdrawn,  it  will 
fpeedily  be  involved  in  the  fame  ruin, 
which  overtakes,  fooner  or  later,  every 
falfe  religion.  It  is  unneceflary  to  ex- 
tend our  obfervations  on  this  part  of  the 
fubje<a: :  what  has  been  advanced  may  be 

confidered 


coniidered  as  an  apology  for  mankind. 
They  have  been  confcious  that  what  they 
called  religion,  could  never  ftand  on  its  own 
foundation,  and  therefore  that  it  muft  have 
an  additional  one  to  preferve  it  from  fall- 
ing, and  to  make  it  anfwer  the  end  pro- 
pofed. 

As  I  am  writing  in  a  country  which 
has  long  diftinguHhed  itfelf  by  the  name 
of  Chriflian  ;  as  Chriftianity  is  the  profeffed 
religion  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe  ;  as 
the  fyftem  is  acknowledged  to  be  of  the  laft 
importance ;  and  as  its  interefts  are  materi- 
ally aflfedled  by  the  recent  revolution  in 
France ;  I  hope  I  Ihall  be  excufed  if  I  briefly 
confider  its  original  nature  iand  defign,  and 
the  means  which  its  profeflbrs  are  authorif- 
ed  to  ufe,  for  its  fupport  and  propagation 
amongft  mankind.  In  doing  this,  I  think  it 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  purine  a  fimilar  me- 
thod to  that  I  adopted  in  the  firft  chapter 
of  this  work.  As  when  enquiring  concern- 
ing the  rights  of  men  in  fociety,  inftead 
of  referring  to  modern  fyftems  of  govern- 
ment, in  which  thofe  rights  are  generally 
lofl:  or  obfcured^  we  endeavoured  to  trace 
them  to  their  primary  fource ;  fo  in  our 
enquiries  concerning  Chriftianity  we  fhall 
R    2     '  not 
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not  refer  to  the  various  religious  eftablifli- 
ments  whiph  have  long  prevailed.  One 
principal  reafon  why  infidelity  maintains  its 
ground  is,  becaufe  men  content  themfelves 
with  a  fuperficial  obfervation  of  Chrifti- 
anity  as  it  commonly  appears  in  the  world. 
But  if  we  are  honeft  and  impartial  in  our 
enquiries,  we  muft  draw  our  evidence  from 
that  book,  from  which  all  Chriftians,  how- 
ever divided  in  other  refpefts,  profefs  to 
derive  their  information,  and  muft  regard 
the  authority  of  him,  whom  all  confiftent 
Chriftians  agree  is  the  only  infallible  judge  ; 
the  great  founder  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
Jesus  Christ. 

With  refpecl  to  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  as 
taught  by  our  Saviour,  and  as  handed  dow^n 
to  us  in  the  New  Teftament,  we  may  re- 
mark, that  it  is  purely  fpiritual.  Who- 
ever impartially,  and  without  prejudice,  ex- 
amines its  origin,  its  defign,  its  maxims,  its 
arms,  and  its  rewards,  will  foon  be  con- 
vinced that  from  firft  to  laft,  it  is  not  of  a 
worldly  nature,  and  that  it  was  never  de- 
figned  to  affift  mankind  in  the  attainment 
of  thofe  obje6ls,  which  the  majority,  in  all 
agfes  of  the  world,  have  been  in  the  purfuit 
of ;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  its  grand  de- 
fign 
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fign  is  to  enlighten  the  underftandings, 
and  purify  the  paflions  of  men  ;  and  turn 
their  attention  to  thofe  obje6ls  which  are 
not  of  a  temporary,  but  of  an  eternal  du- 
ration. 

Our  Saviour,  when  he  was  fufpe6ted  of 
entertaining  the  fame  defigns,  which  have 
been  entertained  by  interefted  fanatics  in 
all  ages,  of  fetting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
party  to  promote  his  temporal  intereft: 
when  he  was  charged  with  claiming  the  title 
of  king  of  the  Jews,  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  and  of 
the  defign  of  his  miffion.  "  My  kingdom 
"  is  not  of  this  world  :  if  my  kingdom  was 
*^  of  this  world,  then  would  my  fervants 
*'  fight,  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from 
^*  hence.  For  this  caufe  came  I  into  the 
**  world,  that  I  (hould  bear  witnefs  to  the 
« truth.  Every  one  that  is  of  the  truth, 
"  heareth  my  voice  *.'*  This  declaration 
was  made  by  our  Lord  towards  the  clofe 
of  his  life  ;  when  he  was  on  trial,  juft  pre- 
vious to  his  crucifixion.  It  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  folemn  confirmation  of  the  fen- 

*  John,  chapter  XIX.  verfe  36,  37. 
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timents  in  which  he  had  fo  often  mfh-ufted 
his  difciples.  An  attention  to  a  few  of  thofe 
fentiments  will  be  fufficient  for  our  prefent 
purpofe. 

Some  of  the  difciples^  as  it  appears,  fondly 
imagined  that  a  profeflion  of  Chriftianity 
would  prove  advantageous  to  their  tempo- 
ral concerns,  and  they  difcovered  at  times, 
fome  anxiety  to  fecure  for  th^ifelves  thofe 
diftinguifhed  pofts  of  honour,  to  which  their 
profeflion  might  entitle  them.    Our  Savi- 
our, however,  totally  difappointed  thefe  ex- 
peiSlations.    He  told  them,  \&ry  plainly, 
that    they  had  nothing   to  expe6l  of  a 
worldly  nature,  from  a  profeflion  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  abfolutely  forbad  than  to  ex- 
ercife,  as  Chriftians,  aRy  fecular  authority 
whatever.    **  Ye  know  that  the  princes  of 
"  this  world  exercife  dominion,  and  they  that 
"  are  great  exercife  authority.    But  it  (hall 
"  not  be  fo  among  you ;  but  whofoever  will 
**  be  great  among  you,  let  him  be  your  mi- 
"  nifter:  and  whofoever  will  be  chief  amcmg 
"you,  let  him  be  your  fervant*/'    Al- 
though he  encouraged  them  to  proceed  with 
the  mofl:  undaunted  fortitude  in  the  propa- 
gation of  the  truth,  and  promifed  them  his 

♦  Matthew,  chapter  XX.  verfcs  25—27. 
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gracious  prefence  «nd  affiftance,  he  not  only 
prohibited  them  frpm  ufing  the  fword,  but 
even  from  affuming  any  of  thofe  titles  by 
which  the  heads  of  fe<5ls  have  diftinguifhed 
themfelves.  "  The  Scribes  and  the  Pha- 
*'  rifees — Love  to  be  called  of  men  Rabbi  j 
*'  but  be  not  ye  called  Rabbi,  for  one  is 
^'  your  matter,  eyen  Chrift,  and  all  ye  are 
**  brethren.  And  call  no  man  your  fa- 
"  ther  upon  the  earth,  for  one  is  your  Fa- 
"  ther  which  is  in  heaven :  Neither  be  ye 
^*  called  matters,  for  one  is  your  matter, 
*'  eyen  Chrift,  But  he  that  is  greateft  among 
**  you  ftiall  be  your  fervant.  And  whofp- 
'^  ever  (hall  exalt  himfelf  ttiall  be  ab^fed, 
«  and  he  that  ftiall  huinble  himfelf  ftiall  be 
''exalted*" 

*  Matthewf,  chapter  xxiii.  vcrfes  7 — 12.  Call  not  any 
$ne  your  father.  The  Pharifees,  no  doubt,  had  this  title 
given  them ;  and  Bifhop  Wilkins  obferves,  "  That  it  is  » 

«<  titic,  WHICH  ASSUMmO  PRIESTS  OF  ALL  RELIGIQNft 
"  HAVE  GREATLT  AFFECTED." 

Oni  is  your  maftery  even  Chrift.  "  It  is  remarkable  that 
**  this  occurs  twice  in  the  very  fame  words  (ver.  8  and  10  j 
*«  Our  Lord  knew  how  requifite  it  would  be  for  vs  to 
<<  attend  to  it,  and  how  ready  even  his  ministers 
«*  would  be  to  forget  it." 
Doddridge's  Family  Expofitor,  vol.  II.  p.  369. 410.  edit. 
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It  is  much  to  be  wiflied,  that  whenever 
we  read  this  account  of  Chriftianity^  we 
would  endeavour  to  diveft  ourfelves,  as 
much  as  pofiible,  of  thofe  various  prejudices 
to  which  we  are  all,  more  or  lefs,  fubje6l,  and 
alk  ourfelves  a  few  plain  queftions.  If  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift  is  not  of  this  world ;  if 
his  fervants  are  forbidden  the  ufe  of  the 
fword  in  the  propagation  of  Chriftianity ; 
if  they  are  charged  not  to  exerdfe  any  tem- 
poral dominion  over  each  other  ;  if  they  are 
prohibited  from  being  called  mailers,  or' 
fathers  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe ;  or  from  giving 
thefe  titles  to  their  fellow  Chriftians  ;  if  the 
only  honour  in  the  Chriftian  church  is  to 
be  derived  from  humility  ;  what  ought  we 
to  think  of  all  thofe  church  eftablifhments 
which  have  been  fupported  by  human  au- 
thority, guarded  by  penal  fan6lions,  the 
members  of  which  have  claimed  the  hiffheft 
offices  and  titles,  have  forcibly  deprived 
mankind  of  their  liberties  and  properties, 
and  have  held  the  fword  in  their  hand,  as 
the  principal  means  of  preferving  their 
wealth,  their  pomp,  their  titles,  their  au- 
thority, theu:  Christianity?  The  plain 
and  explicit  language  of  facred  writ  au- 
thorifes  us  to  affert,  that  all  thofe  eftablifli- 

ments 


n  249  :j 

ments  are  abfolutely  contrary  to  the  nature 
and  defign  of  Chriftianity,  and  that  of  con- 
fequence  it  is  the  duty  of  all  true  Chrif- 
tians  to  bear  their  proteft  againft  them.  It 
SHALL  NOT  BE  SO  AMONO  YOU,  fays  our  Sa- 
viour.  Every  church  eftablifhraent  founded 
on  human  authority,  gives  our  Lord  the  lie 
DIRECT,  and  infolently  returns  for  anfwer. 
It  shall  be  so  among  us!  To  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  Chriftian  world,  all  fe6ts  and 
parties  of  Chriftians,  as  they  have  been  in 
poffeflion  of  civil  power,  have  ufed  it  to  ad- 
vance their  fpiritual  power ;  and  have  in  a 
greater  or  lefe  degree,  caft  off  the  authority 
of  their  common  Lord  and  Matter,  whom 
they  profeffed  to  ferve.  The  Catholick 
church  of  Rome— The  Epifcopal  churches 
of  England  and  Ireland — ^The  Preft)yterian 
churches  of  Scotland,  Holland,  Switzerland, 
or  elfewhere,  mutt  all  plead  guilty.  Their 
fupporters,  whether  Popes,  or  Cardinals,  or 
Emperors,  or  Kings,  or  Bilhops,  or  Parlia- 
ments, or  Councils,  or  Convocations,  or 
General  Affemblies,  are  all  of  a  greater  or 
lefs  magnitude,  pillars  of  Antichrift  ;  and 
mutt  all  one  day  be  thrown  down  and 
levelled  in  the  duft,  never  to  rife  any  more. 

As 


As  Chriftianity  encreafes,   they  muftne- 
€effarily  decreafe*. 

If  any  thing  is  wanting  to  ftrike  cxinvic- 
tion  in  our  minds,  let  us  go  from  Scripture 
to  hiftory,  and  there  we  Ihall  lee  difplayed 
in  the  moft  glaring  and  horrid  colours,  the 
folly,  and  the  wickednefs  of  civil  religious 
cftablifhm^nits.  Previous  to  their  forma- 
tion, during  the  three  firft  centuries  of  the 
Chriftian  a^a,  Chriftianity  flouriftjed,  glo- 

*  As  this  is  a  fubje^l  which  few  perfons  have  examined, 
although  it  is  of  confiderable  importanee,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  thofe,  who,  like  myfelf,  read  but  little,  to  one  or  two 
performances,  which  I  think  fufliciently  deftroy  the  argu- 
ments brought  by  the  advocates  for  civil  religious  €(tabli(b- 
snents.  I  might  here  mention  ][)r.  Prieftley's  mafterly 
Letters  to  Mr,  Buite  (3d  edition)  which  are  the  more  to 
be  admired,  as  the  authour  has  not  followed  his  too  com- 
tnon  practice  of  foifting  in  his  own  peculiar  religious  tenets, 
on  fubjeSs  of  umverfal  concern.  But  as  I  mean  to  avoid 
aTmoft  entirely,  throughout  this  chapter,  the  u&  of  diflent- 
ing  evidence,  I  wifli  more  particularly  to  recooqimend,  bi- 
Ibop  Hoadly's  famous  Sermon  on  **  The  Nature  of  Chrift's 
Kingdom,'*  and*  Mr.  Locke's  **  Letters  on  Toleration.'* 
The  former,  which  was  preached  at  court,  had  the  marked 
'  approbation  of  that  wife  aad  excellent  monarch  Georgb 
TH?  FIRST.  In  Mr.  Lpdi^ie's  Letters  thp  reader  will 
find  it  demondrated  (if  tber^  is  fuch  a  thing  as  demonftra* 
tion  on  this  fubjeSj  that  all  civil  religious  eftablijhments  are 
ahfoluteJy  mlawfuh 
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rioufly  floiiriftied,  not  only  without  the 
fupport  of  the  civil  power,  but  abfolutely 
in  /pight  of  all  the  methods  that  power 
made  ufe  of  to  prevent  it.  Ever  fmce 
Chriftianity  was  eftabliflied,  it  has  declined. 
The  plant  is  of  heavenly  origin,  and  any  at- 
tempt to  force  it,  will  only  hinder  its  growth. 
It  is  entirely  owing  to  fuch  unhallowed  at-^ 
tempts,  that  it  now  appears  in  a  fickly,  de- 
clining, drooping  ftate.  What  is  the  hif- 
tory  of  religious  eflablilhments?  It  is  for 
the  raoft  part  a  record  of  the  ambition,  the 
cruelty,  the  folly,  the  villainy  of  men  af-^ 
fuming  the  charafter  of  Chriftian  minifters, 
ftiling  themfelves  fervants  of  the  church*^ 
Thefe  fervants  of  the  church  have  robbed 
fovereigns  of  their  crowns  and  fcepters, 
kingdoms  of  their  properties  and  liberties, 
and  devaftation  and  blood  have  marked 
their  footfteps.  Let  us  draw  a  veil  over 
the  whole  ;  and  be  thankful  to  Providence 
for  the  reformation  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury in  Britain,  and  for  the  more  complete 
reformation  of  the  dghteenth  century  in 
France.    Let  us  ardently  pray,  that  the  pe- 

«  Qui  I^t  hiftoriam  ecclefiafticam,  quid  legit  nt(i  vitia 
tpifcoporum  ?    Grotius. 
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fiod  may  fpeedily  arrive,  when  Antichrift 
fliall  be  totally  deftroyed,  and  "  all  the 
"  kingdoms  of  this  world/'  fhall  by  the 
fpiritual,  and  victorious  power  of  the  gof- 
pel  alone,  "  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
^'Lord,andofhisChrift/' 

With  refpedl  to  the  reformation  of  the 
church,  which  has  recently  taken  place  in 
France,  although  no  one  can  be  a  greater  ad- 
mirer of  it  than  rayfelf,  I  confefe  it  falls  ihort 
of  that  perfe6lion  which  may  one  day  be  hop- 
ed for.  The  refdrmation  of  the  church  will 
only  be  complete,  when  Chriftianity  is  left 
exaftly  on  that  footing,  on  which  it  flood 
in  the  primitive  ages.  When  its  profef- 
fors  ceafe  to  fupport  it  from  motives  of 
worldly  intereft,  many  will  be  induced  to 
examine,  who  now  confider.  it  as  a  mere 
fyftem  of  prieftcraft.  Fair  inquiry,  and 
impartial  examination,  are  all  that  true  re- 
ligion pleads  for.  The  various  bands  of 
mercenary  forces  which  furround  her,  only 
ferve  to  hinder  her  progrefs.  When  they 
are  difcharged,  ftie  will  advance  by  virtue 
of  h^r  own  divine  energy ;  her  conqueft 
will  be  uninterrupted,  her  vi6lory  will  be 
complete,  and  her  triumph  will  be  glori- 
ous! 
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Whilft  I  thus  freely  exprefs  my  fenti- 
'ments  concerning  civil  eftablifhments  of  re- 
ligion, and  unrefervecjly  declare  my  enmity 
to  them  in  toto ;  yet  in  order  to  prevent  any 
improper  inferences  being  drawn  from  what 
I  have  advanced,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  add, 
that  as  men  are  at  prefent  fituated,  it  would  ^ 
be  improper  to  attempt  by  force,  to  over- 
throw any  of  thofe  eftablifhments.    The 
major  part  of  mankind  are  yet  in  ignor- 
ance ;  and  if  that  ignorance  is  more  to  be 
lamented  in  one  refpedl  than  another,  it  is 
in  that  which  relates  to  the  nature  and  de- 
fign  of  true  religion.     Men  have  every, 
where  been  taught  by  priefts,  that  fome 
NATIONAL  religion  is  eflential ;  it  is  to  the 
religion  already  eftabliihed,   that  the  ma- 
jority in  every  country  are  attached.     The 
principal  duty  of  the  friends  to  truth  is, 
to  open  the  eyes    of  the   people,   and  to 
perfuade    them,   if    poflTible,.  to   examine, 
and  judge   for  themfelves  :  to  lay  before 
them  fuch  evidence,  fuch  indifputable  fa6ls, 
as  may  convince  them  how  miferably  they 
have  been  deluded.     In  proportion  as  they 
become  enlightened,  they  will  become  re- 
formed. Under  a  free  government,  where  the 
legiflative  body  is  fairly  eleiiled  by  the  peo- 
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pie,  the  latter  will  naturally  fix  their  choice 
on  perfons  to  reprefent  them,  whofe  gene- 
ral fentiments  on  religion,  as  well  as  on 
other  fubje6ts,  are  fimilar  to  their  own. 
Reformation  will  thus  advance  of  courfe, 
and  all  violent  meafures  will  be  avoided. 
JMen  who  underftand  the  principles  of 
Chriftianity,  will  ever  remember,  that  the 
*^  weapons  of  their  warfare  are  not  carnal ;' 
that  they  have  no  occafion  for  fuch  inftru- 
meats  as  perfecuting,  or  penal  laws,  or  ig- 
norant and  riotous  mobs.  Should  meafures 
be  adopted  that  may  tend  to  remove  any 
of  thofe  innovations  which  infeft  the  church, 
and  Ihould  they  be  openly  oppofed,  all  the 
confufions  which  may  enfue,  will  be  charge- 
able on' the  fupporters  of  fuch  innovations  ; 
and  (hould  they  ever  dare  to  make  ufe  of 
violence,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrateto  interfere,  and  to  enforce  the  fandlion 
of  the  legillature.  But  as  long  as  people 
think  religious  eftablifliments  neceflary,  and 
will  remain  content  to  pay  for  them,  let 
them  enjoy  fuch  precious  inftitutions.  Re- 
formation fhould  only  be  carried  on,  as  the 
majority  of  the  people  will  bear  it. 

On  thefe  general  principles  the  reformers 
of  Great  Britain,  two  centuries  fince,  and 
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the  prefent  reformers  in  France  appear  to 
have  proceeded.  The  firft  went  as  far  as 
they  Gould  in  their  day  ;  they  died  in  the 
hope  that  their  fucceflbrs  would  hava^  com- 
pleted the  unfinilhed  work.  Far  from  enter- 
ing into  their  great  and  noble  views,  we  have 
long  loft  fight  of  their  very  firft  principles. 
The  church  of  England  is,  at  the  prefent 
period  lefs  reformed,  in  fome  refpe6ls,  than 
>^?hen  it  firft  emerged  from  the  thick  darknefs 
of  popery*.  We  bdaft  of  the  enlightened  age 
in  which  we  live,  biithave  not  recent  events 
fully  proved,  that  our  eyes  are  too  weak  to 
bear  any  thing  but  twilight  ?  The  ftronger 
rays  which  have  been  let  into  the  eyes  erf  a 
neighbouring  nation,  have  dreadfully  akrmed 
many  among  us.  Fearful  of  the  light,  and 
feeling  pain  on  its  approach,  they  have,  like 
owls  when  the  fun  rifes,  fet  up  a  horrible 
fcreeching. 

Happily  for  the  general  caufe  of  truth, 
the  minds  of  th€f  majority  of  the  French 
were  prepared  for  that  great  event,  which 
has  recently  taken  place.  The  National 
Affembly  embraced  and  improved  the  happy 

*  If  the  reader  fhould  doubt  this  aflertion,  I  mud  reqiieft 
him  to  fufpend  his  judgment,  till  he  has  finiftied  this 
chapter.   , 
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moment  The  church  of  France  is  now  fo 
far  reformed,  that  it  rivals  all  the  other 
chm'ches  of  Europe :  not  in  fjdendour  and 
riches,  but  what  is  infinitely  better,  in  its 
conformity  to  the  church  in  the  earliec  ages 
of  Chriftianity. 

As  the  fundamental  principles  on  which 
the  Aflembly  have  proceeded  to  reform  the 
church  have  been  mod  feverely  reprobated  ; 
I  (ball,  before  I  ent^  into  the  particulars 
of  that  reform,  attempt  a  general  vindica- 
tion of  their  condu6i.  It  is  a  matter  of  gf  eat 
importance,  the  very  right  of  the  Aflem- 
bly having  been  difputed.  If,  however, 
the  legiflative  power,  has  not  an  abfo- 
lute  authority  over  the  eftabliftied  churchy 
we  may,  in  every  country,  bid  fisure- 
wel  to  all  hopes  of  reformation  for  the 
future. 

With  refpe6l  to  church  efiablifhments  in 
general,  I  b^  leave  to  lay  it  down  as  a 
fundamental  axiom — ^That  the  legiflative 
body  ordyt  in  all  coimtries  have  the  right  to 
form,  model,  or  new  model  the  National 
church.  The  law  in  this  refpe6l,  as  well  as 
every  other,  ought  to  be  "  The  expreflion 
**  of  the  general  will/'  If  the  people  choofe 
to  have  an  eftabliftied  chiurch,  nobody  can 
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difpute  their  right  to  one.  Their  fenti- 
ments  may  be  wrong,  and  we  ought  to  en- 
deavour to  re6lify  them.  If  the  body  of 
the  people  are  refolved  to  commit  their 
fpiritual  concerns  to  the  management  of 
their  lawgivers,  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of 
the  latter  to  provide  for  their  wants,  agreev 
able  to  their  wilhes  *. 

The  inftru6lion  and  improvement  of  the 
people  in  religious  knowledge  and  virtue, 
are  the  ends  which  ought  conftantly  to  be 
held  in  view.  As  the  defign  of  religion, 
more  efpecially  oi  chriftianity,  is  to  prevent 
the  fpread  of  corruption,  and  to  renovate 
mankind,  whenever  men  are  entrufted 
with  the  formation  or  the  prefervation  of  a 
religious  eftablilhment,  the  fame  grand  de. 

*  In  thus  allowing  the  expediency  of  civil  eftablifliments 
of  religion,  I  wifli  not  to  be  mifunderftood.  There  are  I 
conceive,  only  two  cafes,  in  which  legiflative  authority 
ought,  to  be  admitted.  The  one  is  in  the  reformation  of 
eftablifliments  already,  exifting  \  and  the  other  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  eftablifhment,  v*fhcn  a  community  ex- 
prefsly  defires  it.  In  the  latter  cafe,  this  eftablifliment 
ought  not  to  be  fupported  in  any  degree  whatever,  by  thofe 
who  diffent  from  it.  Its  minifters  ought  not  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  common  national  (lock,  but  folely  by  thofe  who  are 
its  profefled  members.  If  any  one  ftibuld  afk.  How  long 
could  fuch  an  eftablifliment  exift  ?  I  arifwer,  Juft  as  long 
as  that,  or  ^ny  other  ought  to  exift. 
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%h  ought  to  be  porfued.  Religion  (hould 
never  be  turned  into  an  ^gine  of  ftate,  cnr 
perverted  into  a  fyftera  of  coiruptian* 
What  may  beft  tend  to  promote  in(hru6lbn 
and  improvement^  \vithout  any  regard  to 
the  fecukr  intereft  of  any  individuals^  is  all 
that  an  upright  legiflatare  wiU  attend  to« 
This  obfervation  will  hold  good  in  every 
oountry  under  heaven ;  and  it  is  upon  this 
ground  only^  that  any  religious  eftabliHi* 
ment  can  be  vindicated*  It  is  this  plain  ^nd 
fimple  idea  which  we  (hould  take  care  air- 
ways to  preferve  in  our  minds,  as  it  may 
prieferve  us  from  fome  very  dangerous  fen-* 
timents  which  »e  now  inculcated,  with 
great  iiiduftry,  in  this  country.  I  ant 
haj^y  however  to  remark,  that  fome  of  our 
moft  moderate  churchmen,  have  confidered 
this  matter  in  the  fame  light  as  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  place  it.  The  fentiroents  of 
Archdeacon  Paley  on  this  fubjedl,  fo  well 
illuftrate  what  I  have  advanced,  that  I  can- 
not but  prefent  them  to  ray  readers,  "  A 
*'  religious  eftablifhment  (fays  this  writer) 
^*  is  m  part  of  chri/iiamtyy  it  is  only  the  meam 
<^  ofimulcatingit.  The  authority  tlierefore  of 
'*  a  church  eftablifhment,  is  founded  in  its 
"  utility :  and  whenever  upon  this  principle 
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W6  deliberate  concerning  the  form^  pro 
priety,  or  comparative  excellency  of  dif- 
*^  ferent  cflabliftimtots,  the  fingle  view  un- 
«*  der  which  we  otight  to  confider  any  of 
'*  them,  is  that  of  a  fcheme  of  inftru<5lion  ; 
**  the  fingle  end  we  ought  to  propofe  by 
**  them  is,  the  prefervation  and  communi- 
**  cation  of  religious  knowledge.  Every 
*'  other  idea,  and  every  other  end  that  have 
been  mixed  with  this,  as  the  making  of 
the  church  an  engine  or  even  an  ally  of  the 
ftate;  converting  it  into  the  means  of 
^  ftrengthening  or  difFufing  influence,  or 
*^  regarding  it  as  a  fupport  of  regal  in  op- 
**  poiition  to  popular  forms  of  government, 
^.*  have  ferved  only  to  debafe  the  inftitution, 
♦*  and  to  introSucc  into  it  numerous  cor- 
"  ruptions  and  abufes  */' 

Agreeable  to  thefe  fentiments,  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  when  they  were  forming 
a  civil  conllitution  fior  the  people,  very  na- 
turally turned  their  attention  towards  an 
ecclefiaftical  conftitution  ;  or  in  other  words 
a  conftitution  "  for  the  prefervation  ^nd 
**  communiqation  of  religious  knowledge/' 
They  very  wifely  and  truly  judged,  that  the 
old  eftablilhment  was  fo  far  from  anfwering 

*  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy.    Vol.  II.  p.  304.  306. 
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thefe  important  ends,  that  it  produced  the! 
dire6l  contrary :  that  it  had  been  the  prin- 
cipal means  of  preventing  the  fpread  of 
knowledge,  and  of  keeping  the  people  in 
ignorance  and  vice. 

But  our  high  churchmen  in  England  are 
alarmed  at  the  very  idea  of  reformation ; 
they  therefore  join  with  the  ariftocratics  of 
France,  in  attacking  the  right  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  even  to  touch  the  church  ; 
and  left  the  good  people  of  this  country 
fhould  begin  to  think  a  reformation  of  their 
own  church  neceflary,  they  aflert,  that  the 
church,  as  by  law  eftablilhed,  is  an  independ-^ 
ent  community ;  that  this  independent  com- 
munity has  formed  an  alliance  with  the  ftate, 
or  with  the  civil  magiftrate ;  that  they  are 
infeparably  united,  and  are  under  mutual 
engagements  to  affift  each  other ;  that  any 
attack  on  the  one,  is  to  be  confidered  as  an 
attack  on  the  other :  and  to  fo  high  a  pitch 
has  this  doftrine  been  fcrewed  up,  that  a 
modern  prelate  has  had  the  affurance  to  af- 
fert,  that  any  attempt  to  procure  even  the 
repeal  of  penal  laws.,  which  he  apprehends 
are  neceflary  to  the  fecurity  of  the  church, 
is  an  attempt  to  overturn  the  conftitution, 
civil  and  pccleliaftical,  and  plainly  hints  to 
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his  Sovereign,  that  he  has  no  right  to  af- 
fent  to  fuch  a  repeal,  as  in  fuch  cafe  he 
would  break  his  coronation  oath*.  From 
fuch  language,  the  people  of  this  country 
may  learn  what  they  have  to  expe6l:,  ftiould 
they  ever  think  it  neceflary  to  demand  a  re- 
formation of  the  church :  according  to  this 
do6lrine,  neither  King  Lords  and  Commons 
united,  have  the  right  to  meddle  with  it. 
The  church  claims  a  fovereign  independent 
authority,  and  all  the  legiflative  power  in 
the  kingdom  has  no  right  to  di6late,  or  to 
make  laws  for  its  better  regulation..  It  is 
however  to  be  hoped,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  are  not  fo  deplorably  prieft-ridden, 
as  to  give  credit,  or  pay  any  attention  to 
fuch  fentiments— fentiments  which  I  will  be 
bold  to  fay,  are  as  falfe  as  they  are  uncon- 
ftitutional. 

I  beg  leave  to  aik  our  high  church  fana- 
tics, what  church  is  it,  that  is  infeparably 
connedled' with  the  ftate  ?  If  I  afk  this  quef- 
tion  in  England,  I  Ihall  undoubtedly  be 
told,  the  Epifcopal  Church ;  if  I  crofs  the 
Tweed,  I  fliall  then  be  anfwered  the  Pref- 
byterian  Church ;  if  I  fail  over  the  Atlantic 

*  See  Bifliop  Horiley's  Review  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Pfo- 
teftant  Diffenters.    p.  56. 
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and  put  the  queftion  to  the  Canadians^  I 
ftiall  be  told  the  Catholic  Church*  The 
l^iflature  has  thought  proper  at  different 
periods  to  form  thefe  refpe6live  eftablifli- 
ments^  and  the  fame  legiflature  may  alter 
ai^d  reform  them>  as  it  may  judge  moft  fuit- 
able  to  the  wants  mid  wifhes  of  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  the  diflbrent  countries.  The  Bri- 
tifli  confVitution,  and  the  conflant  pra6tice 
of  our  anceftors  proclaim  aloud,  that  the 
church  fo  far  from  being  the  ally^  is  nothing 
more  than  the  mere  creature  of  the  ftate,  to 
be  difpofed  of  at  pleafure ;  and  that  the  bi- 
(hops  and  clergy  are  like  other  fervants  <rf 
the  date,  employed  and  paid  as  it  may  di- 
re6l,  and  are  equally  refponfible  for  their 
cionduft^      The  late  Lord  Chefterfield  very 

*  Is  the  church  of  Ireland,  as  at  prefent  eftablifhed,  ne- 
CefTarily  connefted  with  the  ftate  ?— I  hope  not.  Nothing 
can  be  more  unjuft,  than  that  a  church  Ihould  be  eftabliflied, 
and  endowed  with  rich  bifhoprics  (in  general  richer  than 
thofe  in  England)  and  yet  the  members  of  that  church  not 
compofe  a  fifth  part  of  the  nation. — As  this  perhaps  is  the 
only  place  in  which  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  allude  to  our 
lifter  kingdom,  I  will  exprefs  my  hopes,  that  as  the  Irifli 
are  as  much  concerned  in  the  great  objeAs  of  a  parlia- 
mentary, and  a  church  reform  as  we  are>  they  will  exert 
themfelves  with  their  ufual  prudence  and  fortitude.  They 
have  only  to  z8i  as  they  did  a  few  years  back^  and  their 
grievances  will  foon  be  redrefled. 
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juftly  obferyes,  "  That  the  clergy  in  every 
'^  cwntry  are  like  all  fOberfubjeSs,  dependaat 
**  upon  the  fupreine  l^iflative  power  ;  and 
"  ^e  appointed  by  that  pawer,  under  what«- 
«  ever  reftri6lions  and  limitations  it  pleafes.^ 
'<  to  keep  up  decency  and  decorum  in  the 
"  chOTch,  ju/l  as  confiabUs  are  to  keep  peace  m 
'Ubepari/b*r 

The  independency  of  the  church,  and  its 
being  an  ally  to  the  date,  is  not  I  confefs,  a 
novel  do6lrine.  It  has  been  the  favourite 
dodlrine  of  high  churchmen  in  all  ages. 
But  the  ftate  has  often  taken  the  liberty  of 
contradi6ting  it,  and  thankful  ought  we  to 
be  that  it  has  done  fo.  If  it  had  not,  we 
fliould  in  all  probability,  have  been  immer* 
fed  in  popilh  darknefe  and  fuperftition  ;  for 
it  is  a  well  known  faS,  that  the  moft  im- 
portant reforms  in  Great  Britain  have  been 
effedled  by  the  ftate,  in  oppofition  to  the 
church.  In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the 
Sixth,  the  majority  of  the  bifhops  and  in- 
feriour  clergy  were  on  the  fide  of  popery, 
and  it  was  the  pariiament  alone,  without  the 
clergy,  which  eftabliftied  what  is  called  the 
reformed  liturgy.  At  the  acceffion  of  queen 

♦  Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters.     Vol.  IV.  p.  75. 
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Elizabeth,  when  the  reformation  was  refa* 
raed,  the  univerfities  were  fo  entirely  attach* 
ed  to  the  old  fyftem,  that  there  were  fcarce 
two  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  reformers. 
As  to  the  biftiops  and  clergy  (fays  bilhop 
Cox)  they  were  unanimous  for  popery y  firm  as 
a  rock.  Thefe  examples  are  only  a  few  fe- 
le6led  from  a  great  variety :  they  are  fufR- 
cient  for  the  purpofe,  to  (hew  that  the 
church  has  no  claim  to  the  proud  title  of  an 
ally  to  the  ftate,  but  is  entirely  fubje6l  to  it. 
High  churchmen  themfelves  are  fometimes 
forced  to  confefs  the  mortifying  truth.  Dr. 
Warburton,  after  all  he  has  written  on 
**  The  alliance  between  church  and  ftate/' 
frankly  owns,  "  That  the  church  hath  re- 
**  figned  her  independency,  and  made  the 
^*  magiftrate  her  fupreme  head ;  without 
*'  whofe  approbation  and  allowance  Ihe  can 
"  direct,  order,  and  decree  nothing,  and  that 
,"  the  clergy  are  now  under  the  magiflrate's 
"  dire6lion*."  In  (hort,  our  legiflature  can 
do  any  thing  with  the  church,  in  whatever 
part  of  the  Britifti  dominions  it  may  be  fitu- 
ated.  Prudence  may  di6late  meafures  ac-* 
cording  to  circumftances,  but  the  right  to 

*' Warburton *s  Alliance,     p.  74.  87, 
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purfue  whatever  meafures  may  be  thought 
eligible,  is  firm  and  unalterable.  Judge 
Blackftone,  notwithftanding  his  well  known 
attachment  to  the  eftablifhment,  aflerts, 
"  That  an  a6l  of  .parliament  to  repeal  or  to 
^*  alter  the  a6l  of  uniformity  in  England,  or 
*'  to  eftablifh  epifcopacy  in  Scotland,  would 
«  doubtlefs,  in  point  of  authority,  be  fuffi- 
^*  ciently  valid,  and  notwithftanding  fuch  an 
**  a6l,  the  union  would  continue  unbro-^ 
«  ken*/'  When  the  bilhop  of  St.  Davids 
reminds  us  "  That  to  maintain  and  preferve 
"  inviolably  the  fettlement  of  the  church  of 
*^  England,  is  a  part  of  the  coronation 
"  oath ;"  it  is  proper  to  remind  him  in  re- 
turn, that  this  engagement  of  the  fovereign 
is  nothing  more,  than  to  maintain  and  pre- 
ferve the  laws  which  relate  to  the  church,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  laws  of  any  other 
community  :  and  this  oath  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceiHary.  Arbitrary  princes  have  generally 
found  bifhops  and  clergymen  to  flatter  and 
to  perfuade  them  that  they  were  above  the 
law;  and  it  would  be  eafy  to  refer  to  certain 
periods  in  our  hiftory,  when  the  conftitu- 
tion,  by  the  machinations  of  the  court  and 
the  church,  was  in  danger  of  being  over- 

t  Commentgirles.    Vol.  !•  p,  98.  note. 
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turtmi ;  and  the  Protefiaot  €ftabli(hment 
altered  to  a  popifti.one,  merely  by  a  ftretch 
of  royal  prerogative.  It  was  therefore  per- 
fe6lly  right  in  our  anceftors  to  declare  that 
the  church  fliould  be  governed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  any  othar  corporate  body,  by 
law;  The  laws  therefore  relative  to  the 
energy  are  like  our  other  laws ;  they  may 
be  continued  or  repeakd,  as  the  I^iflature 
may  fee  fit, 

Epifcopacy  was  in  the  laft  century  abo- 
lifhed  by  s£t  of  parlianient  in  Scotland^ 
agreeable  to  the  wilhes  of  the  North  Bri- 
tons; and  fhould  the  South  Britons  ever 
requeft  a  fimilar  favour,  the  legiflature  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  grant  it ;  and  were 
our  gracious  fovereign  to  affent  to  fuch  :a 
meafure,  he  would  have  an  equal  right  £o 
to  do,  as  to  affent  to  the  repeal  of  any  of 
our  civH  laws.  Let  not  churchmen  be 
alarmed  at  fuch  a  fuppofitioh.  State  epif- 
copacy will  probably  laft  their  time^  tliough 
I  am  inclined  to  think  it  will  not  laft  much 
beyond  it. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  fub- 
je6l,  as  it  is  of  peculiar  importance  to  us 
Britons.  The  doftrine  of  the  independency 
of  the  national  church  would  tend  to  efta- 
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blifh  an  imperiimi  in  imperioy  to  overturn  th^ 
fupreiiSiftCy  of  the  Britifli  legiilature^  and 
would  prove  a  moft  effectual  bar  to  any  re- 
form in  the  church,  or  to  any  extenfion  of 
religious  liberty  out  of  it.  Happy  for  us, 
that  it  is  both  falfe  and  unconHitutionaL 

The  clei^y  of  the  church  of  France  ap- 
pear till  the  late  revolution,  to  have  had 
high  ideas  of  their  fuperiority  to  the  reft  of 
their  fefUow  fubje6ls,  and  of  their  independ- 
ence of  the  civil  magiftrate.  In  the  laft 
reign,  there  were  fome  whifpers  abroad  of 
an  enquiry  into  the  value  of  the  church  pof- 
feffions,  and  the  clergy  had  a  hint  from  the 
king  on  the  fubjedl.  In  their  anfwer,  they 
aflferted  their  independence,  and  trufted 
that  his  majefly  "  would  not  infift  on  their 
^  rendering  any  account  of  their  pofleffions 
"  becaufe  that  would  be  to  level  them  to 
**  the  condition  of  his  other  fubje6ls*/' 
They  have  been  fmce  taught  to  think  of 
themfelves  more  foberly.  The  National 
Affembly  have  pretty  well  brought  down 
their  proud  ftomachs,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 

*  The  reverend  body  on  this  occafion,  like  their  brethren 
in  all  ages,  while  afferting  their  own  independence,  were 
preaching  up  the  moft  fubmiffiye  and  abjeS  dependence  of 
the  Iaity» 

they 


they  have  now  juft  fentiments  of  their  fitu- 
ation  and  of  their  duty.  This  is  their  only 
Way  to  be  really  refpefted.  Ecclefiaftics, 
when  they  move  in  their  proper  fphere, 
and  are  attentive  to  their  proper  callings 
may  be  ufeful  to  fociety ,  and  in  thus 
humbling  themfelves,  they  will  certainly 
be  exalted.  The  French  church  will  in 
future  anfwer  its  end  of  being  ferviceable 
in  communicating  religious  knowledge  and 
inftru6lion  to  the  people,  and  by  this  means 
will  be  juftly  efteemed  and  honoured. 

With  refpe6l  to  the  new  eftablilhment  ; 
the  conftitutipn  fays  but  little  on  the  fub- 
je6l,  and  for  this  obvious  reafon  ;  The  Na- 
tional AfTembly  confider  the  church  in  a 
iimilar  point  of  view  with  that  of  any  other 
public  body,  which  may  be  regulated  at 
all  times  by  the  legiflative  aflemblies.  The 
conftitutional  articles  declare  the  abfolute 
dependence  of  the  church  on  the  ftate,  and 
are  defigned  to  prevent  its  again  ufurping 
the  power  it  was  lately  in  poffeffion  of. 
Thofe  articles  I  Ihall  now  difcufs  ;  I  (hall 
then  point  out  the  legiflative  decrees,  by 
which  the  church  is  at  prefent  regulat- 
ed. I  Ihall  compare  the  fituation  of  the 
church  of  England,  with  that  of  the  church 

of 
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of  France,  and  from  the  comparifonj  ifly 
readers  wilt  be  able  to  detesrmine,  whether 
in  ecclefiaftical,  as  well  as  in  political  con- 
cerns, the  French  have  not  fet  us  an  exam- 
ple which  w^  ihould  do  well  to  follow.    . 

The  principal  articles  which  we  find  in 
the  confl^tution,  refpedling  the  church,  are 
thofe  which  relate  to  the  property^  by 
.which  it  has  been  hitherto  fupported,  and 
to  that  property  by  which  it  is  to  be  fup-^ 
ported  in  future, 

"  Property,  deftined  to  the  e^pence  of 
**  worfhip,  and .  to  all  fervices  of  public 
"  utility,  belongs  to  the  nation,  and  (hall 
"  at  air  times  be  at  its  difpofal.  The  Sa- 
'^  laries  of  the  minifies  of  the  Catholic  re- 
"  ligion,  who  are  paid,  prefer ved^  ele6led, 
^  or  named  in  virtue  of  the  decrees  of  the 
"  National  Conftituent  Affembly,  form  a 
"  part  of  the  national  debt  */' 

To  thofe  whofe  minds  are  not  tainted  vvitl\ 
prejudice,  little  need  be  faid  to  prove  the 

*  Conftitution,  p.  24,  88.  The  legiflative  decrees  have 
exprefsly  guarded  againft  the  invafion  of  the  property  be- 
longing to  the  Protedant,  or  any  other  religious  comnmini- 
ries,  which  diflent  from  the  eftabliflied  church.  As  they 
have  nothing  tp  do  with  the  religious  eftablifhment,  that 
cflablifhment  has  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

juftice 


joiKce  of  the  Natx>iial  A£^bly  on  this  ooca« 
&>n.  If  the  legiflative  power  of  any  country 
fynns  a  church  eflablifhment;  if  the  mini- 
fters  of  that  eftablifliment  are  paid  like 
other  ferv^its  of  the  public ;  it  foUcMvs  of 
courfe,  that  the  fame  I^iflative  power  has 
the  abfolute  right  to  all  the  puUicprc^^erQr 
by  which  the  church  is  at  any  time  main- 
tained. As  this  has  been  difputed,  and  as 
the  aflembly  have  been  much  reviled  for 
thus  declaring  all  church  property  the  pro- 
perty of  the  nation,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
if  we  enquire  a  little  into  the  nature  of  oc- 
clefiaftical  poiTeflions ;  which  enquiry  may> 
perhaps,  enable  us  properly  to  undarftand 
the  ful:ge6l. 

With  r^ard  to  the  property  of  the 
church  of  France,  or  any  other  efta-* 
blifhed  church,  it  may  be  divided  into  two 
clafles ;  The  firft  comprizes  that  part  which 
is  immediately  paid  by  the  public;  fuch 
as  tithes,  lands,  or  eftates  of  any  kind,  ap- 
propriated by  the  fupreme  power  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  faid  eftablifhment.  As 
to  all  this  fpecies  of  property,  furely  no 
one  can  difpute  that  the  lame  power  which 
gave,  has  a  right  to  refume  it.  The  clergy 
in  all  countries,  have  done,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
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with  the  nonfenfer  of  JusDiwmm^  and  that 
they  are  too  wife  to  talk  of  inher^it  right, 
or  to  claim  arty  public  property,  without . 
the  exprefs  arid  declared  permiffion  of  th« 
government  they  are  under;  All  property 
granted  by  the  fupreme  power,  for  the  fup** 
port  of  any  public  body  of  men>  may  be 
regulated,  or  refumed,  juft  as  circumdancea 
render  eligible,  and  no  one  can  with  jufticc 
complain.  All  religious  eftablilhments  arc 
fuppofed  to  be  formed  and  continued  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people ;  and  that  power 
which  has  a  right  to  form  them,  has  the 
right  in  all  refpefts  to  regulate  them,  fo 
that  they  may  beft  anfwer  the  grand  end 
propofed. 

The  other  fpfecies  of  property  by  which 
the  church  has  beenr  Supported  is ;  gifts  or 
grants  from  individuals,  either  in  their  life- 
time, or  by  bequeft  after  their  death.  I 
fhall  not  here  enquire  (although  it  may  be 
worth  the  ^iquiry)  how  this  property  has 
been  in  different  ages,  and  countries,  ac- 
quired. Every  body  knows  what 'an  ad-' 
mrable  contrivance  .the  religion  of  Rome 
has  been  for  picking  of  pockets,  and  for 
gulling  people  out  of  their  eftates,  to  the 
great  lofs  of  their  &milies  and  relative$. 

Had 


Had  it  not  been  for  our  ftatute  of  mortmaki 
it  was  thought  the  clergy  would  have 
fhortly  been  in  poffeffion,  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  landed  property  in  the  king- 
dom. Whatever  methods  were  made  irfe 
of  to  compel  men  to  part  with  their  fub- 
ftance,  I  will  venture  to  maintain  that  this 
fpecies  of  property  from  the  moment  it 
was  acquired  by  the  chiurch,  was  public 
property  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  and 
that  it  mingled  with  the  general  mafs  ap- 
propriated to  one  and  the  fame  end.  It 
muft  therefore  be  conlidered  in  the  fame 
light  as  any  other  kind  of  public  property. 
We  had  lately  a  worthy,  public-fpirited 
man,  who  left  five  hundred  pounds  to  the 
finking  fund,  to  be  confolidated  with  it,  and 
applied  to  the  fame  purpofes.  This  fum 
muft  now  take  its  fate  with  that  fund  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  applied.  Every 
man  who  leaves  his  money  to  the  public,  to 
the  church  or  ftate,  leaves  it  to  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  fupreme  power  ;  who,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  will  make  the  beft  ufe  of  it,  for  the 
good  of  the  community.  An  appeal  to  the 
hiftory  of  our  own  church,  will  afford  us 
ample  evidence  of  the  juftice  of  the  late 
ecclefiaUical  proceedings  in  France;  and  the 
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£ondu£l  of  out  clergy,  from  the  reformfl- 
ti6n  down  to  the  prefent  day,  however  it 
may  contradi6t  then*  language,  proves  that 
they  habitually  confent  to  the  ffcrttimenta* 
Vre  have  advanced. 

It  is  unheceflary  to  revert  to  the  diftino** 
tiCMis  I  have  pointed  out  in  ecdefiaftical 
property ;  let  riie  alk  a  few  quefiions  re- 
lpe6ling  the  whole*  Has  pot  the  Protdl- 
ant  church  of  Eflglandj  for  upwards  of  twa 
iJenturies  paft,  hdd  in  poffeffidn  propeftyj, 
the  greater  part  .^f  which  was  exprefely 
defigned  for  the  mftintertance  of  a  popilh 
church  ?  This  is  fu<:h  a  ferious  matter,  that 
k  furely  inuft  ftrike  home*  to  the  bofonw/ 
tinore  particularly  of  our  dignified  clergy* 
How  is  it  poffible  that  the  imtre?  joi  owr 
prelates  {hould  fit  eafy  on  their  mcrft  rever 
rendy  sind  right*  reverend  heads,  or.the  d[ifn 
ferent  orders  of  the  dkrgy  (hould,  with  iw^ 
fi^ilpulbus  confoiences  as  they  .^ore  w^ 
ktt6Wh  to  poflefs,  enjoy  their  variotti 
preferments;  unlefs  it  is  upon  thejk  gene-^ 
tal  principles,  that  the  flate  has  the  im-> 
djoubted  right  to  regulate,  change,  alterj 
6t  model  the  church ;  dnd  to  apply  its  pro- 
-perty  as  in  its  wifdOTti  it  may  fee ,  fit  ?  Jf 
this  }s  not  sidinhted,  m  mSorenee^  which 
T  forae 
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fome  men  would  do  well  to  confider,  is 
unavoidable:  Our  clergy,  one  and  all,  from 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  through  the 
difier^it  ranks,  are  fpiritual  ufurpers,  ia 
pofleffion  of  proper^  originally  defigned  for 
other  perfons,  and  for  difi^ent  purpofes. 

The  arg^m^its  of  the  enemies  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  are  as  partial  and  in- 
oonfiftent,  as  they  are  errpneous.  Mr.Burke, 
I  believe  goes  farther  than  any  Protedant 
(if  he  is  one)  in  vindicating  the  old  Popifb 
e(labliihment>  and  in  reprobating  the  re- 
fumption  of  its  property.  But  after  all 
he  has  faid,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  he  has  not 
perfedUy  learnt  his  leflbn.  Why  has  he 
not  faid  a  word  againft  the  feizure  of  the 
property,  the  fuppr^on  of  the  order,  and 
like  expulfion  of  the  perfons  of  his  old  friends 
the  Jesuits  ;  a  meafure  promoted  by  the 
church  of  France,  as  well  as  other  Catholic 
churches  ?  What  has  the  bifhop  of  Rome, 
(poor  man)  done  to  of&nd  Mr.  B.  ?  On  the 
contrary,  has  not  his  holinefs  (hewn  "the 
fame  malic^^  though  he  has  not  ufed  the 
fame^abufnre  language,  againft  the  aflembly 
jis  that  gendeman?  Do  not  their  hearts 
beat  in  perfe6t  unifon  ?  Have  not  the  Frendi 
legiflgtors  5^  iacjrilegioufly  robbed  and  plun- 
dered" 


dered''  the  head  of  the  church  of  upwards 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling; 
which  he  annually  received  from  the  peo- 
ple ?  Have  they  not  ftripped  him  of  all  his 
authority  ?  If  Mr.  B.  is  confillent,  he  will 
fupply  former  omiffions,  and  fliortly  appear 
as  the  champion  of  the  Pope,  and  the'Je^ 
fuits,  as  well  as  of  the  old  Popilh  clergy,  ' 
Truth  is  valuable  from  whatev^er  quar- 
ter it  may  come  ;  and  juftice  ought  to*  be^ 
done  even  to  thofe  who  have  no  fcruple  in 
a6ling  unjuftly  towards  their  felloW-crea- 
tures.  We  hope  the  clergy  in  all  countries,: 
are  getting  rid  of  thofe  unjuft  fentiments 
by  which  they  have  ufually  been  a6luated. 
But  may  it  not  be  alked ;  has  there  ever, 
fince  the  creation,  been  a  body  of  men  who 
have  loft  all  diftin6lions  of  right  and  wrong, 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  property,  biit 
to  the. liberties  and  the  lives  of  men,  like- 
the  clergy  in  almoft  every  age  ?  The  maf- 
facre  of  Paris  ;  the  revocation  of  the  edi6l 
of  Nantz ;  the  perpetual  perfecution  of  the 
Proteftants  in  France — the  fufferings  of  the 
Puritans  in  England,  in  the  reigns  of  Eli- 
zabeth, James,  and  [Charles  the  firft,  and  of 
the  Non-confonnifts  under  Charles  tj^e 
Second;  the  uhceafmg  oppofition  which 
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lias  ever  fince  been  difcovered  to  tlieir 
complete  toleration  *—Thefe  few,  feleft- 
ed  from  numberleis  inftances,  are  fiiffi- 
cient  to  (hew  the  very  tender  regard  that 
churchmen  have  had,  not  only  to  the  pro- 
jperty,  but  to  the  liberties  and  lives  of 
others.  Let  the  laity,  therefore,  be  careful 
not  to  learn  injuftice  from  their  oppreflbrs. 
On  the  contrary,  let  us  pray  that  the  rifings 
of  revenge  may  be  fubdued ;  that  a  large 
portion  of  that  fpirit  peculiar  to  true  ChriiU- 
anity,  and  which  teaches  tis  to  love  oiur 
enemies,  may  ever  prevent  our  being  cbni- 

*  Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that  the  difierent  le£Uries» 
ivhen  they  were  in  potteilion  of  power,  at  the  condiiiion  of 
•  Chiles  the  firft's  reign,  and  during  the  interregnum,  fliew* 
'cd  die  fame  perfecuting  principles  as  their  predeceflbrs* 
.  The  tru^h  of  this  muft,  in  part,  be  acknowledged :  for  al-i 
.though  the  <*  Loins"  of  the  Prefbyterian  and  Independent 
^furpers,  were  not  fo  thick  as  the  <*  Little  fingers*'  of  eit&er 
their  predeceflbrs  or  fucceflbrs ;  yet  they  diipbyed  endogb 
of  tyranny,  to  make  us  very  cautious  of  tnifting  any  deno- 
:.  mination  of  men  with  ecdefiaftical  power,  and  penal.laws. 
jV\it  great  MiU6n,  in  ibme  parts  of  his  writings,  expofes 
.  very  juftly,  the  ptokrant  principles  of  men  whofe  g^ 
tieral  caufe  he  was  a  friend  to.    The  hiftory-  of  thole  uii* 
happy  times,  f^rves  to  confirm  the  fentimoits  I  have  ad- 
vanced la  the  beginning  of  this  chapter.      ' 


^v^ln9XJed  by  the  bad  examples  they  hav« 
(btus. 

If  the  National  Affembly  wianted  an  ex- 
traordinary plea 'for  their  cpnduft  in  re- 
fuming  the  churph  poffeffions,  that  of  ne- 
cessity might  be  ufed  witji  a  much  better 
grace  th^  we  find  it  in  general  has  been. 
Put  I  never  was  fond  of  fuch  an  argumenj; 
evei^mcp  \  read  the  cpnje6hire  of  Milton, 
that  it  was  firft  invented  by  the  grand 
ENiBMY  of  mankind,  as  an  apology  for  the 
roifchief  he  was  about  to  introduce  in  the 
world,  by  tempting  our  firft  parents. 

«  He  with  neceflity, 
**  The  tyrant's  plea,  cxcus'd  his  devilifli  deeds.** 

Juftice  fliould  ever  preeede  neceflity,  in 
anions  of  a  public,  as  well  as  of  a  private  na- 
ture. If  we  once  lofe  a  fenfe  of  the  former, 
we  know  not  to  what  lengths  we  may  be 
hurried  by  the  latter;  The  proceedings  pf 
the.  National  Aflembjy  were  founded  not 
only  on  poliUcd  r^bt,  but  on  poUticalJu/iice  ♦. 
T  3  Juftice 

P  I  will  not  pretend  to  dy  what  was  the  motive  of  die 
Duke  of  Richmond,  for  informing  the  biihops  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  vrii,  **  That  if  the  people 
*^  wanted  money,  they  knew  where  Xo  Ipok  for  it."    fiutas 
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Juftice  required  that  the  prefling  wants  of 
the  ftate  fliould  be  fupplied ;  and  how  this 
was  to  be  done  without  bringing  the  church 
property  to  market,  the  wit  of  man  could 
not  devife.  Bankruptcy  ftared  the  nation 
in  the  face ;  and  fo  hopelefs  was  the  fitua* 
tion  of  the  finances,  that  fome  of  the  arifto- 
cratic  party,  advifed  the  National  Affembly 
not  to  think  of  retrieving  them,  but  abfo- 
lutely  to  declare  the  nation  bankrupt ;  and 
to  addrefs  his  majefty,  inforniing  him  that 
he  had  called  them  together  too  late ;  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  difcharge  debts  for- 
merly contra6ted,  and  that  all  they  could 
do  was  to  provide  for  the  future.  The  af- 
fembly, to  their  honour,  declared  that  the 
debts  having  been  contra6led  by  the  king 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  they  were  bound 
to  confider  them  as  public,  and  that  the  man 
who  fliould  dare  to  pronounce  the  word 
bankruptcy,  fliould  be  counted  infamous. 
A  ftriking  proof  of  the  fuperiour  regard  to 
jufl:ice  in  the  new  government,  th?in  in  the 

his  Grace  is  now  high  in  office,  perhaps  it  may  be  juft 
xieceiTary  to  remind  him,  that  fince  the  above  perioc)^  the 
people  are  eighty  millions  deeper  in  debt,  ^nd  are  loaded 
annually  with  additional  taxes  to  the  amount  of  five  a\il- 
lions, 

old. 


old.  The  one  had  frequently  broken  their 
engagements  with  the  public,  the  other  re- 
folved  to  preferve  national  faith  inviolable. 
But  how  was  this  to  be  done  ?  Nei- 
ther defpotic  or  popular  authority,  could 
compel  a  nation^^  ground  down  by  oppref- 
fion,  to  pay  even  the  exifting  taxes:  the 
very  attempt  to  have  levied  new  impofi- 
tibns  would  only  have  been  the  proje6l  of 
wickednefs  and  madnefs  united  ;  and  when 
Mr.  Burke  ihtimates  that  **  New  impofi- 
*^  tions  might  eafily  have  been  made/'  he 
difcovers  his  total  ignorance  of  the  (itua- 
tbn,  and  of  the  difpofitionr  of  the  French 
people. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,  politicaLjuftice  deman- 
ded, that  the  property  of  the  public  fhould 
be  applied  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
difgrace  and  ruin.  The  church  poffeflions 
(les  biens  nationaux)  were  therefore  brought 
forward,  the  fale  of  them  was  decreed,  and 
ASSIGN  ATS  upon  their  credit  were  iffued.  Mr. 
Burke,  with  his  ufual  penetration,  difco* 
vered  that  the  propofed  fale  of  the  church 
lands  was  only  a  bubble.  His  language  is ; 
In  reality,  and  in  a  fair  fenfe,  the  lands 
of  the  church  (fo  far  as  any  thing  certain 
can  be  gathered  from  their  proceedings,) 
T  4  ^^* 
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^  ahemt  t^he/oU atdl.  By  the  late  rrfo-f 
*f  lutions  of  the  National  Aflfembly,  they  ar« 
5^  indeed  to  ])b  delivered  to  the  higheft  hid-> 
f*  dor.  .  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a  eerr 
**  tain  portion  only  of  the  purchafe  ]|ioney 
!^  is  to  be  laid  down.  A  period  of  twelve 
f  *  years  is  to  be  given  for  the  payflfjent  of 
ff  the  reft.  The  philofophic  purphaf§rs  ar^ 
*^  therefore,  on  payment  of  a  fprt  of  fine, 
<*  to  be  put  inftantjy  into  poflbflion  of  th^ 
^^eftatd.  It  becomes  in  fonee  refpejfts  a 
^  fort  of  gift,  to  be  held  on  thie  feujial 
**  tenure  of  zeal  to  the  new  eftablifhjniBnt . 
^  TWs  pr0]e6l  is  evidently  to  let  in  a  body 
"  of  purchafers  without  money  */'  Mr.Bp 
hasomitted^  whether  deOgn^dly  or  r^ot  I 
leave  others  to  detern^ine,  one  tri^^  ^\r^ 
f:umftafice,  whiph  is,  t^^t  the  purcha^rs, 
after  their  firft  djeppfit  of  twplv^  per  cent, 
are  to  pay  the  refflain^^  by  in||^eii|:s 
every  year,  and  after  the  firft  year,  five  ppr 
(5ent  kiterpft,  tjll  the  whole  of  the  of\g\x^ 
price  is  difcharged.  It  will  furply  be  ac- 
}fnpw}e(^d  by  lev^y  unprejudiosd  perfon« 
♦hat  this  was  a  priident,. ps  well  as  g  l^en©T 

£oiai 


t  «8i  :j 

ii<:ial  mode,  of  difpofing  of  fo  large  a  mafs 
of  property  *. 

Were  we  to  form  oiir  judgn^ents  from 
what  Mr.  Burke  has  been  pleafed  to  reveal 
to  us  cpncerning  the  fale  of  the  church  pof- 
feffions,  we  fhould  fuppofe  the  whole  to  be 
nothing  but  a  fcheme  of  intrigue,  and  jug- 
gling, concerted  between  the  moft  confum- 
mate  villains,  who  had  feized  the  public 
property  to  anfwer  their  own  private  pur- 
pbfes.  I  will  not  infult  the  reader  by  quot- 
ing language,  as  falfe  as  it  is  injurious.  No- 
thing can  be  more-  jufl  than  the  manner  in 
which  this  great  national  project  is  exe- 
cuted. Evwy  circumftance  relative  to  the 
mode  of  difpofal  and  application,  is  open, 
fair,  and  honourable.  The  moft  public 
notice  is  given:  by  advertifements  in  the 
papers,  and  by  polling  bills  in  the  moft 
frequented  places,  of  the  intended  fales, 
with  particidars  of  the  eftates  and  effects : 
jthe  fales  are  by  public  audlion.    Having 

*  The  inferiour  prq>erty9  fuchas  rents,  obligations,  &c. 
is  paid  for  by  different  inftalments,  the  laft  of  which  muft 
be  made  within  two  years  and,  ten  months  from  the  time 
ofpurchafe.  « 

Dccitts  de  rAflemblee  Nationale  des  X4  Mai»  & 
17  Nor.  1790, 
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attended  fome  of  them,  I  wfll  venture  to 
affure  Mr.  Burke^  that  ihould  be  ever  be 
inclined  to  become  one  of  the  **  philofophic 
purchafers/'  he  will  be  treated  as  fairly^ 
and  as  politely,  as  any  of  the  reft.    The 
aflignats,  paid  in  as  depofits,  are  cancelled ; 
and  lifts,  containing  the  number  and  def- 
fcription  of  each,  are  hung  up  in  a  public 
hall,  and  may  be  examined  by  any  one. . 
Even  this  is  not  thought  fufficient.    The 
cancelled  aflignats  are  afterwards  burnt  in 
the  moft  public  manner  poflible.      This 
ceremony  is  performed  in  the  court  of  the 
CaiJJe  d'extraordinaire,  at  noon  day.    The 
populace  who  attend,  form  themfelves  in  a 
circle,  and  a  grate  pierced  on  all  fides  is 
placed  in  the  midft.    Two  of  the  conmaif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury,  and  two  of  the  de-^ 
puties  of  the  National  Affembly,  attend  on 
the  occafion.    The  door  of  the  grate  is  un- 
locked by  one  of  them,  the  aflignats,  brought 
in  fmall  packets,  are  untied,  and  thrown 
in,  and  the  door  is  again  locked.    Procla* 
jnation  is  then  made  of  the  amount ;  the 
iire  is  kindled,  and  the  aflignats  are  con-i> 
fumed ;  the  grat^  is  turned  on  all  (ides, 
and  the  aflies  diftributed  to   the  winds. 
When  warming  myfelf  by  fome  of  thefe  ec* 

clefiaftical 


C  «83  3 
clefiaftical  bonfires,  I  have  felt  happy  in  re- 
flefting,  that  inftead  of  living  in  thofe 
dreadful  times,  when  fires  were  lighted 
by  the  clergy,  and  huhian  vi6lims  were 
confumed,  I  was  refervecj  for  the  prefent 
period,  when  the  vaft,  accumulated,  ill  ac-' 
quired  property  of  that  body,  is  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  the  people. 

Upwards  of  fifty  millions  fterling  of  this 
property  have  been  fold  at  two  thirds,  on 
an  average,,  higher  than  its  original  valua-* 
tion.  Sixteen  millions  fterling  of  aflignats 
haVe  been  paid  in  for  depofits,  and  for  the 
full  amount  of  fome  of  the  eftates  ;  the  pur- 
chafers  frequently  prefer  making  the  whole 
of  the  payment  at  once,  as  by  this  means 
they  fave  the  intereft. 

We  fee  what  refpe6l  is  due  to  Mr,  Burke's 
prediaions:  "  The  lands  of  the  church  are 
''  not  to  be  fold  at  all:  they  are  a  fort  of 
^'  gift  to  be  held  on  the  feudal  tenure  of 
«*  zeal  to  the  new  eftablilhment.  This  pro- 
"  je6l  is  evidently  to  let  in  a  body  of  pur- 
^«  chafers  without  money/'  As  ftaunch  a 
friend  as  Mr.  Burke  may  be  to  the  old 
popifh  eftabliftiment,  I  hope  he  does  not 
pretend  to  a  grain  of  its  infallibility. 

How  this  great  operation  in  finance,  may 
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tenninate»  it  is  iinpoflible  yet  to  ^j ;  it  is  fuf»- 
ficient  for  me  to  obferve,  that  it  has  hitherto 
anfwered  the  gr^nd  ^nds  proppfed.  The 
defidepcies  of  the  taxes  have  been  fupplied, 
the  payments  of  the  dividends  on  the  pub-, 
lie  debts,  which  previous  to  the  revolution 
were  fufpended,  are  now  as  regularly  made 
as  the  dividends  at  the  bank  of  England. 
The  funds  have  arifen  from  twenty  to  thirty 
per  cent,  and  a  national  bankruptcy,  with 
all  its  horrors,  has  been  avoided  *. 
,  It  was  not  qnly  the  foliticaly  but  the  «- 
Ugious  interefts  of  the  people,  which  re- 
quired the  refuQiptipu  of  the  church  pof- 
feffions.  Mr.  BurHe  has  given  us  a  melanr 
eholy  account  of  the  ^religious  ftate  pf  the 
French  nation,  and  if  we  may  credit  him, 
the  people  are,  with  few  exceptions,  atjieifts, 
infidels,  and  proiiigates.  It  is  to  b^  wi(hed 
he  had  traced,  with  fome  degree  of  accu- 
racy, the  caufes  of  this  degeneracy  of  faith 
and  manners.  This  is  a  matter  wbic^  de- 
ferves  a  very  ferious  (enquiry,  and  I  wifti 
feme   perfon  of   ability  and  impartiality 

^  The  public  will  fliortly  be  favoured  with  aft  accurate 
account  of  the  French  finances,  by  Mr,  Chrillie,  in  his 
fecond  volume  of  Letters  oh  the  Revolution. 

would 


£    285    1 

would  give  it  thdt  attention  it  deferves. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  found  that  the  vices  of 
the  French,  proceed  rather  from  thought- 
leflhefs  than  from  depravity  ;  from  want  of 
fettled  principles,  than  from  the  adoption 
of  bad  principles.'  But  whatever  may  be 
the  caufe,  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  if  I  have 
any  doubts  with  refpedl  to  the  ftability  of 
the  revolution,  they  proceed  not  from  the 
enemies  of  the  people,  but  folely  from  thfe 
people  themfelves ;  left  they  (hould  not  be 
regenerated  in  their  fentiments  and  man- 
ners, as  well  as  in  their  government;  left 
'they  ftiould  not  poffefe  that  elevation, 
that  patriotifm  ;  thofe  virtues  which  have^ 
in  fo  remarkable  a  manner,  animated  the 
minds  of  their  legiflators*.  But  what  has 
been  the  caufe  of  the  degeneracy  com- 
plained of?  Is  it  the  decrees  of  tlie  National 

»  Mr.  Burke  quotes  a  fpecch  of  M.  Rabaud  de  St. 
Etienne,  for  the  purpofe  of  ridicule.  It  howeter  contains 
truths  of  the  greateft  importance;  fpeaking  of  the  old 
government,  he  fays  "  Tous  ks  etabliffimms  en  France  cwir^ 
'**  ronnent  k  malheur  du  peuple:  pour  le  rendre  heureux  II 
^^faut  le  renouveller:  changes  fes  idees :  change  fes  hix: 
f  <  changer  fes  moeurs ;  changer  les  hommes ;  changer  le$  mots. 
"  tout  detruire^  wi  tout  detruire^  t^^lv^  ^«^  ^^^  ^  recreerj' 
Refledliom.  p.  248. 
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Aflembly?  No;  I  defy  any  man  to  mention 
a  fingle  decree  which  attacks  any  religious 
principle,  loofens  any  moral  tie,  or  counte- 
nances any  profligate  k6lion.  Or  if  there 
had  been  any  decrees  of  fuch  tendency,  i^ 
is  impoffible  they  could,  in  the  fhort  com* 
.  pafs  of  a  year  or  two,  have  anfwered  the. 
end  of  degenerating  the  people  .at  large. 

Theologians  have  difputed  much  con- 
cerning the  nature  and  efFe<5ls  of  divine 
grace ;  whether  its  operations  in  the  conver- 
lion  of  a  finner  from  vice  to  virtue,  are  in- 
ftantaneous  and  irrdiftible :  but  furely  no 
one  ever  maintained,  that  it  is  poflible  for 
any,  human,  or  even,  infernal  agency,  to  ^r 
vert  many  millions  of  men,  almoft  irrefifti- 
bly  and  inftantaneoufly,  from  virtue  to  vice.. 
The  queftions  then  are,  how  came  atheifm^ 
infidelity  and  profligacy,  to  be  thus  preva- . 
lent  ?  What  has  been  the  fituation  of  the 
French  as  to  the  means  of  inftru6lion? 
Have  they  had  no  churches,  no  paftors,  no 
teachers ;  has  the  fl:ate  made  no  provifion 
for  their  religious  wants  ?  The  plain  anfwer 
to  thefe  queftions  rauft  be :  AU  the  atheifm, 
all  the  infidelity,  and  all  the  profligacy  com- 
plained of,  has  flouriftied  in  a  country  over- 
run with  ecclejjaftica  in  pofleflion  of  a  pleni- 
tude 


tode  of  power  and  fpjendour,  and  wholfe  re- 
venues amounted  to  twelve  millions 
STERLING  per  annum!  Hear  this,  all  ye 
friends  to  civil  eftablifhments  of  religion, 
and  be  convinced  of  a  truth  which  hiftory 
and  obfervation  compel  us  to  proclaim— • 
That  in  proportion  as  thofe  eftabliftiraents 
are  cloathed  with  authority,  and  endowed 
with  riches ;  atheifm,  infidelity  and  profli- 
gacy, moft  furely  gain  th^  advantage  I  It 
was  therefore  not  only  political,  hntrrdigious 
juftice,  which  obliged  the  National  Affembly 
to  take  the  ecclefiaftical  pofleffions  into 
their  hands,  that  they  might  be  applied 
to  better  purpofes  than  they  uniformly  ha4 
been,  previous  to  the  revolution. 

But  "  the  church  is  ruined,  and  religion  i§ 
^^deftroyed!"  Such  is  the  direful  exclamation 
of  Meflrs.Calonne  and  Biu^ke.  I  give  thefe 
ilatefmen  credit  for  fpeaking  as  they  think ; 
they  fpeak  feelingly  ;  I  believe  ti)eir  church 
and  their  religion  are  ruined  and  deftroyed  for 
ever.  As  to  the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen,  hi? 
countrymen  had  a  ^fine  fpecimen  of  his  pious 
zeal,  during  his  late  adminiftration,  when  in 
the  cburfe  of  five  or  fix  years,  in  the  time  of 
profound  peace,  he  added  twenty  millions 
fterKng  to  the  national  debt.    His  religion 

was 


was  corruption,  his  church  the  treafury, 
his  bible  le  livre  tougi;  and  his  worship 
was  conftantly  performed  at  the  (hrine  of 
minifterial  extravagance.  Was  it  poffible 
for  him  ever  to  refume  the  reins  of  admi- 
niftration,  the  alliance  between  church  and 
date  being  broken,  he  could  no  Icrnga 
oblige  his  friends,  or  the  friends  of  Ids  mif^ 
trejfesy  by  appointing  them  to  biflioprics,  or 
to  other  valuable  ecclefiaftical  preferments : 
HSnc  like  lachrymal  This  fallen  ftatdman's 
fyftem  of  national  religion,  is  indeed  irre-* 
coverably  loft !  With  refpe6l  to  M rw  Burke, 
his  character  in  private  is  faid  to  be  refpeft- 
aWe,  and  even'in  public,  it  is  not  fo  com- 
pletely blafted  as  Mofifieur  de  Calonne's; 
but  what  opinion  can  we  form  of  the 
religion  of  a  man,  whofe  mind  is  full 
of  prejudices,  and  whofe  chriftianity,  jiid* 
jging  irom  his.  writings,  feems  little  dfc 
than  aft  attachment  to  its  corruptions. 
When  he  talks  of  a  church  eflablifhment 
Wirig  the  firft  of  his  prejudices — of  the  ne- 
t^ffity  of  the  confecration  of  the  ftate,  by  a 
ftate  religious  eftablifhtnent-*-of  church  and 
ila:te  being  ideas  infeparaMe  in  his  mind^— 
'When  he  confiders  it  abfcJutely  neceffary, 
that  religion  (hould  exalt  ber  xnitf  ed  finont 
'^    '  in 


lA  courts  and  parliaments;  that  an  archbi- 
fliop  (hould  precede  a  duke;  and  that  a 
bifhop  of  Durham  and  a  bilhop  of  Winchef- 
ter  fliould  be  paid  by  the  nation  ten  thou- 
fand  a  year ;  (what  a  pity  it  is  he  did  not 
inform  us,  what  were  the  fervices  that  de- 
ferved  fuch  wages)  When  we  read  fuch 
language  with  much  more  of  a  limilar  na- 
ture, we  are  ready  to  alk,  has  the  man  who 
thus  *•  prates*'  about  religion,  ever  read  a 
fingle  page,  or  ever  heard  of  fuch  a  book  as 
the  new  teftament?  Has  he  no  faithful 
chriftian  friend  to  inform  him,  that  he  has 
yet  to  learn  the  firft  rudiments  of  religion  ; 
that  his  prefent  Sentiments  tend  to  incapaci- 
tate him  from  underftanding  the  A,  B,  C, 
of  Chriftianity ;  and  that  while  his  mind 
is  manacled  under  the  tyrannic  domini- 
on of  prejudice,  he  "  cannot  enter  into  the 
**  kingdom  of  God  ?*'  As  he  profeffes  himfelf  • 
fuch  a  warm  friend  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  fome  of  its 
minifters  do  not  converfe  a  little  freely  with 
him,  on  thefe  important  fubjefts. 
.  This  is  indeed  the  more  necefiary,  if  we 
confider  that  this  gentleman's  moral  fenti- 
tnents  are,  in  fome  refpefls,  as  perverted  as 
his  political  and  religious.  What  can  wa 
U  think 


tkink  of  that  morality^  whick  Ivhile  it  lA 
outrageous  agajii£b  vice  ia  a.  low  fiation^^caa 
yarnii  ov^r,  or  rather  can  hardly  cJifcoviCB 
vice  in  a  highftation?  Muft  not  every  friend 
tomorality  deteft  the  fyftem  which  inculcates 
that  "  vice  by  lofing  all  its,  groflhefe,  lofea 
«'  half  its  evil.r  Ro^d  this,  ye  profligates  o£ 
€very.  lund ;.  you  haye  only  "to  colour  ovec 
your  crimes,  and  they  are  half  atoned  for* 
The  zeal  foi^  religion  difcovered.  by  fuck 
men  as  Me^flrs.  Cabnne  and  Burke,  reminds 
me  of  a  zeal  Ibinething  funilar  in  thofe  pious 
worthies,  the  Liverpool  African,  traders^ 
whoTe  refolutions.  publiflied,  in  the  papers^ 
held  forth  as  reafpns  fqr  continuing  their. 
traffick  in  bipod  and  flavery — ^^  That  (hould 
"  the  tradq  be  abolilhed,  the  negroes  would 
*•  be  deprived,  of  the  privileges  qf  a  Britilh 
'^  conftitution,  and  the  bleffings  of  the  chrif- 
"  tian  religion/'  Britifh  liberty  will  doubts 
lef? fpreadfar and  wide,  and  chriftianity  will 
flourifh  gloripufly,  in  the  hands  of  modern 
flatefmen,  African  traders,  Guinea  captainsf, 
and  Wefl  India  Planters.*! 

*  Thii:  is  not  th&firit.time  that  ilars  traders  have  dif- 
cover  their  hfy  zsal..  In  the  laft  century^  the  aflemt)ly«of 
Jamaica  propofcd  to  hanifh  all  the  Jews  from  the  ifland. 
Because  they  were  th^  descendants,  of  the 

CRUCIPIERS  OF  OUR  LoRD! 
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But  let  us  attend  to  the  church  of  France, 
and  enquire  whether  the  regulations  adopt- 
ed by  the  National  Affembly,  have  the  ten- 
dency to'  ruin,  or  to  reftore  it  to  primitive 
purity.  I  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate 
the  refumptiori  of  the  ecclefiafticai  poffef- 
fidns  oh  the  principle  oi  Juflke;  to  which 
I  fhail  add,  that  in  the  whole  proceed- 
ings fiiiercy  has  "  feafoned  juftice/'  The 
winifters  of  the  6ld  church,  who  will  not 
take  the  oath  of  fifdelity  to  the  new  efta- 
blifhnient,  are  not'  turned  out  to  ftarve. 
The  French  refotihers  have  riot  followed 
the  ^HBYAple  6?  tbdir  dei^gy,  who  had  h 
often  ruined  the'  Prdteftants;  or  of  ouf 
clergy  in  the  laft  century,  who  when  they> 
ejeft^d  their  bredirfen,  fo  fiir  from  leaving 
theni  a  fhilling,- prevented  thenl^  by  their, 
criier  perfecutions,  from  procuring  a  fub*' 
iiftence.. 

The  French  legidators  on  the  contrary,. 
have  not  only  charged  the  nation  with 
the  debts  of  the  clergy,  amounting  to  four 
millions  lierling,  but  have  appropriated  the 
furn  of  three  millions  fterling  for  their  pert- 
fions,  although  many  of  them  are  known  to 
be  enemies  to  the  new  conftitution,  both 
U  2  civil 


civil  and  ecclefiaftical*  There  is  on6  tiring 
which  one  could  wifli  national  juftice  might 
have  permitted,  namely,  that  thofe  few  in* 
dividuals  whofe  lives  adorned  their  profef- 
fion,  who  were  in  poffeffion  of  valuable  pre- 
ferments, had  been  permitted  to  enjoy  them 
during  their  lives :  but  it  was  impoifible  to 
make  this  diftinclion.  To  the  honour  of 
thole  men  let  it  be  known,  that  they  have 
been  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  thofe  re- 
forms^ by  which  they  themfelves  have  per- 
fonally  fuflfered.  If  we  admire  patriotifm 
when  we  difcover  it  in  the  laity,  we  ought 
almoft  to  adore  it,  when  we  find  it  burning 
with  fo  pure  a  flame  in  the  breafts  of  the 
clergyf. 

The  National  Aflembly  hviy efupprejjed  the 
monq/iic  orders ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  indi- 
viduals who  compofed  them  are  comfortably 

*  Theecclefiafticd  penfions  amount  to  72,621,000,  and 
the  debts  to  95,000,000  of  livres. 

Memoires  fur  les  Finances  du  Royaume,  prefentes  a 
rAflembl^  Nationale,  Sep»  lygi^  au  nom  du  Comite  des 
Finances,  par  M.  Montefquiou,  depute  de  Paris. 

+  The  Abbe  Sieyes  was  the  author  of  the  famous  De- 
claration of  Rights.  The  bifhop  of  Autun  and  the  abbe 
Gregoire,  not  to  mention  others,  have  taken  the  lead  ia 
motl  of  the  public  meafiiies. 

provided 


provided  for,  and  placed  in  proper  fituati-. 
ens.  Thofe  perfons  who  have  vifited  the 
catholic  coiiritries,  and  have  attended  to  the 
lower  orders  of  ecclefiaftics,  muft  foon  be 
convinced,  that  in  proportion  as  they  abound 
in  any  country,  ignorance,  indolence,  and 
vice  will  prevail.  Monies  and  friars  are  in 
genefal  worfe  than  leeches,  they,  fuck  the 
blood  of  their  country,  and  at  the  fame  time 
are  produ6live  of  little  but  mifchief. 

The  National  Afferably  have  amtihilatedthe 
power  oj  life  pope.  His  holinefs  can  no  longer 
drain  the  country  of  money,  nor  exercife 
his  ^bitrary  dominion  over  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Gallican  church ;  his  bulls 
are  laughed  at,  and  he  is  as  much  defpifed 
in  France,  as  in  England:  whilft  I  was  at 
Paris,  the  fovereign  pontiff,  for  having  pub- 
liftied  an  angry  brief-  againft  the  Aflembly, 
underwentour  fifth  of  November  ceremony, 
and  was  burnt  in  effigy  at  the  Palais  Roy  ale  ^ 
one  of  the  moft  public  places  in  the  city.  If 
his  holinefs  repents,  and  choofes  to  continue 
in  communion  with  the  French  church,  he 
may ;  andif  not,  he  may  let  it  alone.  This  and 
the  laft  mentioned  article  of  church  reform 
jnuft  furely  be  matter  of  joy  to  every  true 
U  3  Proteftant* 


I^oteA^at.    We  now  b^ld  monks  ^d 
friars/ 

^l  White,  bhcky  and  grey,  with  all  Acir  trumpay : 
'-*?  Cowls,  hoods,  and  habits  toft 
**  And  flutter'd  into  rags.     Reliques,  and  beads» 
'*  Indulgences,  difpenfes,  pardons,  bulls, 
«  The  fport  of  winds*!" 

As  Mr.  Burke  is»  I  hdleve,  the  onl j  man 
of  common  fenfe,  who  laments  the  gene* 
ral  wrecks  let  him  lament  it  as  long  as  he 
pleaies. 

The  National  AflemUy  have  a^obidAe 
religious  of  both  fexesjr  oat  ibeir  vows  ofceibacy. 
The  oonftitution  declares^ — ^^  The  law  rer 
^^  oognifes  no  longer  any  religious  vows, 
«  nor  any  other  engagement,  which  would 
^^  be  contrary  to  natural  rights^  or  to 
^'  the  conftitution  -j-*^'  This  I  cannot  but 
think  a  mod  important  luticle  of  na- 
tional reform.  It  will  be  acknowledged, 
by  thofe  who  are  impartial,  that  religious 
vows,  as  they  are  called,  were  the  nouriOiers 
of  vice,  not  only  in  the  charch,  but  through- 
out the  French  empire.  Mr.  Burke,  fpeaki- 
ing  of  the  clergy,  fays,  "  With  fome  of  the 

higher  clergy  I  had  a  perfonal  acquaint- 

*  Paradifc  Loft,  book  III. 
t  Conftitution,  p.  22. 

^^  ance ; 
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**  anee' ;  and  of  the  ireft  in  that  (Ms,  very 
"  good  means  of  information :  they  feem(d 
*^  to  me  beyond  the  clerical  chari6ler,liberal 
"  and  open,  with  the  hea:ts  of  gentlertiei^, 
"  and  men  of  honour."    l^rom  What  I  have 
obferved,  ind  heafrd  of  the  French  clergy,  i 
believe  this  is  only  doing  them  comttion  juf- 
tice.    i  have  been  agreeably  fwrprized  at 
their    liberality  and   openneife,    efpecially 
when  converfing   on  religious   topics,     t 
have  feen  with  pleAfure,  Catholic  Abb6s, 
in  a  Proteftant  church,  and  have  wilhed 
their  example,  of  occafionally   attending 
places   of  worlhip,    and   aflbciating  With 
different  communities,  out  of  their  owrt 
ftablifliment,  was  followed  by  the  clergy, 
as    well  as  the   laity,   in  our    reformed 
churches*. 

If  Mr.  Burke  had  contented  himfelf  with 
defcribing  the  French  clergy  as  polite,  Well 
behaved  gentlemen,  or  as  men  of  honour, 
nobody  would  have  differed  from  him :  But 
when  he  tells  us  ;  "  He  is  certain  that  the 

♦  The  late  Dr.  John  Ton,  when  he  vifited  Edinburgh, 
although  he  was  perfonally  skrqnainted  with  the  celd)rated 
Dr.  Robertfon,  decline  J  going  to  hear  him,  becauje  he 
IVQkld  not  lie  fan  in  m  Pr^ftfiiriM  meeting-hwjt ! 

U  4  •'  number 


• «'  number  of  vicious  prelates  was  not  great/* 
and  that  **  the  morals  of  the  clergy  in  ge^ 
^  neral  were  perfe6lly  good/'  he  only  fhews 
us  that  he  is  as  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
Chriftian  morals,  as  of  Chriftian  principles. 
This  is  confirmed  by  his  adding,  "  Certain 
•'  individuals,  not  diftinguilhable  for  the 
♦^  regularity  of  their  lives,  made  fome 
**  amends  for  their  want  of  the  fevere  vir- 
*'  tues,  in  their  poffeffion  of  the  liberal,  and 
«'  were  endowed  with  qualities  which  made 
"  them  ufeful  in  the  church  andjtate'^y  I 
make  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Burke's  fincerity  on 
this  occafion.  Churchmen  in  all  ages,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  who  have  been  wanting  in  the 
"  fevere  virtues,"  have  been  very  fervice* 
able  "in  the  ftate,"  particularly  in  for- 
warding the  purpofes  of  defpots,  to  enflave 
their  fubje6te.  But  I  beg  leave  to  affert, 
that  any  man  who  is  deftitute  of  the  "  fe- 
vere virtues,''  is  (in  whatever  degree  he 
may  poflefs  what  are  called  the  liberal)  by 
no  means  fuitable  for  the  office  of  paftor 
in  a  Chriftian  church  -f  •    I  do  not  wi(h  to 

be 

*  Refledlons,  p.  225 — 228. 

+  The  Bifhop  of  London^  in  a  late  charge  gives  a  difp 
ferent  account  from  Mr.  Burke  of  the  French  cleigy*  His 
Lrordfhip  juftly  intimates,  that  their  vices  were  one  caufe  of 

the 


be  thought  uncandid  to  the  French  clergy* 
I  believe  they  were  juft  as  other  men  would 
have  been  in  the  fame  fituation  :  but  I  muft 
affirm,  that  fo  far  from  "  there  having  been 
^*  few  vicious  prelates/'  or  from  "  the  mo- 
*'  rals  of  the  clergy  being  in  general  perr 
♦*  fe6tly  good,"  it  was  diredlly  the  reverie*. 
Unlefs  by  their  fan6lity,  they  were  fome- 
thing  more  than  men,  or  by  their  confti- 

the  lofs  of  their  pofleflions,  and  gives  his  brethren  a  proper 
hint/  to  take  care  left  they  (hould  be  ferved  in  a  fimilar 
manner, 

*  I  fuppofe  we  (hall  next  hear  of  the  morals,  and  of  this 
piety  of  the  French  court.  One  quotation  from  a  modem 
writer  (hall  fuflice  to  (hew  how  rationally  and  religioujly^ 
Louis  the  XV.  fpent  his  fabbaths.  *•  Returning  one  Sun- 
**  day  to  Verfailles,  I  perceived  at  a  diftance  a  number  of 
**  people  aflembled  upon  the  terrace  of  the  caftle,  and  on 
«*  a  nearer  approach,  I  beheld  Louis  XV.  furrounded  by  his 
•*  court,  at  the  windows  of  the  palace.  A  man  very 
"  richly  drefled,  with  a  large  pair  of  branching  antlers 
*♦  faftened  on  his  head,  whom  they  called  the  stag,  wcs 
"  purfued  by  about  a  dozen  others,  who  compofed  the 
<•  PACK.  Thepurfued  and  the  pnrfuers  leaped  into  the  grand 
*^  canal,  fcrambled  out  again,  and  ran  about  to  all  parts  ; 
**  while  the  air  refounded  with  acclamations  of  clapping  of 
**  hands,  to  encourage  the  continuance  of  the  fport.  What 
**  can  all  this  mean  ?  faid  I  to  a  Frenchman,  who  flood 
**  near  me.  Sir,  he  replied,  with  a  very  grave  countc- 
^  nance,  it  is  for  the  entertainment  of  the  court." 

Zimmerman  on  Solitude,  p.  14. 
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tation  fometiiing  ids  (they  nevo*  pretended 
to  be  the  former,  and  will  thank  no  one 
for  fuppofing  them  the  latter)  they  mnft 
have  been  habkually  vicious,  living  in  the 
pra6lice  of  what  the  Gofpel  exprdTsly  oon- 
d^nns.  A  commcm  acquaintsmce  with  hu- 
man nature  is  fuffident  to  inform  us,  that 
any  body  of  men  living  in  celibacy,  muft 
(with  a  few  exceptions)  live  in  vice :  and  it 
is  not  furprifing,  when  this  was  known  to 
be  the  ftate  of  fixty  or  feventy  thouland 
ecclefiaftics,  that  the  virtues  of  chaftity,  and 
conjugal  fidelity,  (hould  not  often  have  been 
remarked,  as  the  charafteriftic  virtues  o€ 
the  French  nation,  more  efpecially  as  the 
holy  gentlemen  had,  on  all  occafions,  and 
for  every  faux  pas,  the  power  of  aUblu*^ 
tion. 

The  National  Aflembly,  by  declaring 
that  the  law  will  no  longer  recognife  any 
religious  vows,  have  4one  much  towards 
reforming  the  clergy,  and  making  them 
refpedlable,  and  happy  in  fociety.  Before 
they  were  forbidden  to  marry :  now  they 
may  enter  into  that  union,  which  if  properly 
formed,  conditutes  the  chief  happinds  of 
life  ;  and  enjoy  all  the  «*  dear  relations,  and 
tender  charities'*  refultingirom  the  conjugal 

relation. 
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relation.  When  they  feel  the  warm  blood  of 
a  parent  flowing  round  their,  hearts,  inftead 
of  being  alhamed  to  acknowledge,  they 
pjay  glory  in  their  feelings.  As  the  la- 
dies in  the  convents  are  likewife  abfolved 
from  their  vows  of  celibacy  (although  the 
National  Aflembly  have,  in  thdr  politenefis, 
exeiBpted  the  female  religious  from  the  re^ 
gulaticMis  of  the  other  fex)  they,  without 
doubt,  will  take  the  advantage:  "  The 
"  foft  heart  of  •  fenfibility  will  no  lor^er 
<«  beat  behind  the  grate  of  a  convent.** 
Many  lovely  girls,  inftead  of  being  buried 
alive,  will  be  transformed  into  affe6iionate, 
and  without  doubt,  dutiful  wives,  and  tender 
mothers.  As  the  ladies  in  other  countries, 
are  often  remarked  for  their  attachment  to 
ParfonSf  the  French  ladies,  will  doubtlefs 
Ihew  a  fimilar  difpofition.  Several  of  the 
Reverends  have  already  offered  their  ha.ndi?, 
and  have  been  accepted ;  and  there  h 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  their  example  will 
be,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  almoft 
wniverfally  followed .  Reformation  amongft 
the  clergy  muft,  therefore,  follow  of  courfe. 
I  wifh  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  reformers  of  France  that  juftice 
they  deferve;  by  entering   at  large  into 

to 
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thofe  various  regulations  which  thiey  have 
adopted  in  their  new  eftablilhment.  The 
whole  code  is  replete  with  information,  and 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  any  legiflators 
who  may  be  called  to  the  important  work 
of  reformation  in  other  countries  :  but  as  I 
perceive  this  chapter  will  be  longer  than  I 
intended,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  thofe 
articles  which  more  immediately  intereft 
the  members  of  the  religious  eftablifhment 
in  this  country,  whcfe  attention  I  now  wifK 
ferioufly  to  engage. 

The  first  excellence  which  I  fhall  no- 
tice in  the  new  qhurch  of  France,  is.  The 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION  OF  THE  MINISTERS  BE-* 
ING  RESTORED  TO  THE   PEOPLE.      The  COn- 

ftitution  declares ;  "  The  citizens  havq  a 
"  right  to  ele6t,  or  choofe,  the  miniflers  of 
"their  religions*"  The  word  is  in  the 
plural  number,  to  denote  that  this  right 
extends  equally  to  thofe  who  diflent,  as 
to  thofe  who  conform  to  the  edablifhed 
church.  The  right  of  choice  is  not  ex- 
tended to  the  citizens  univerfally,  but  to 
the  eledloral  affemblies.     This  is,  however, 

♦  Conftitution,  p.  25. 

a  noble 


r  301.  2 

d  noble  amendment, '  and   will    probably 
pave  the  way  for  a  more  perfe6l  (late,  when 
every  man  will  think  it  is  his  duty  to  inte- 
reft  himfelf  in  the  choice  of  his  pallors* 
Mr.  Burke  is  perfe6Hy  confiftent   in  his 
reprobation  of  this  important  article,  and  as 
this  is  a  very  fore  place,  we  will  touch  it 
gently.    It  muft  ^xafperate  a  Ilatefman,  to 
fee  the  church  entirely  loft,  as  an  engine 
of  ftate  ;  and  to  find  that  kings,  minifters, 
favourites,  and  patrons,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  nomination  of  ecclefiaftics.    But 
when  he  fays,  "  That  the  introduction  of 
^'  a  principle  of  popular  election  to  our 
**  biftioprics,   and   parochial  cures,    would 
**  be  the  laft  corruption  of  the  church; 
"  the  utter  ruin  of  the  clerical  chara6ler  ; 
*'  that  the  whole  dire6lion   of  the  public 
"  mind  \vill  be  throwp  into  the  hands  of  a 
«*  fet  of  licentious,  bold,  crafty,  fa6lious, 
"  flattering,  wretches," — he  is,  I  apprehend, 
totally  miftaken.     He  has  defcribed  the 
clergy  as  they  have  too  generally  been,  in 
paft  times,  not  as  they  will  be  in  future. 
Heaven  forbid,  that  I  (hould  "  fet  down 
^  aught  in  malice,"  or  fay  any  thing  il!ibc-» 
ral ;  but  hiftory  bears  me  out  in  declaring, 

that 
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that  i  more  <^  licentious,  bold,  casafty,  &c^ 
•^tious,  flattering  fet  of  wretches,''  wctc 
fekknn  to  be  found,  than  amongft  ecddi- 
afiics  in  moft  s^es  ^.  As  to  the  church  of 
France,  it  has  in  thefe  refpedts,  till  veiy 
lately »  been  the  very  curie  of  the  country. 
The  vices  of  licratioufhels,  boldne&,  crafti- 
nefs,  ia6tion,  and  fl&ttery,  have  almoft  un-' 
verfally  contaminated  it.     Even  the  beft 

♦  If  any  of  my  language  refpeflmg^  ecclefu^ics  IhoukI 
be  thought  too  free.  I  can  only  fay»  for  myfelf,  that  I 
bave  not,  and  that  I  never  Intend  to  take  fuch  a  latitude 
as  the  bell  informed  of  the  clergy  have,  when  fpeaking  of 
their  brethren.  The  fevereft  reflc6Hon  on  churchmen  I 
ever  read»  is  one  of  6i(hop  Burnet's.  He  informs  us, 
•*  That  he  always  believes  well  of  laymen,  till  he  fees* 
««  caufe  to  change  his  mind  ;  though  as  to  churchmen,  it. 
*•  is  otherwife  with  him  :  for  he  has  feen  fo  much  amifs 
**  in  that  profeffion,  that  he  is  inclined  always  to  think 
•*  ill  of  them,  till  he  kes  caufe  ta  think  otherwife."  l' 
beg  leave  herp  to  remark,  that  I  have  made  no  affextions,' 
but  what  I  have  the  beft  evidence  to  juftify.  I  have  almoft 
entirely  rejeSed  diffenting  witncfles.  I  had  indeed  fo  nwny 
of  the  church  of  England  a[  the  moft  refjpeftable  fort  be- 
fore  me,  that  I  found  it  a  greater  difficulty  which  to  refufi^ 
tiian  which  to  choofe.  Thofe  I  have  cited,  I  thought  ne- 
ceflary  in  my  own  defence.  This  I  hope  will  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  apology  for  that  variety  of  quotations  which  fwelU 
this  chapter. 

men 
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mea  m  the  cbiirch  have  not  been  free  frc»a 
fome  of  them.  Who  that  has  felt  the 
for€0  of  that  infinuatkig  and  perfuafive 
eloquence^  in  the  fermons  of  MqffUlon ;  or^ 
has  been  overpowered  by  thofe  pathetic  and 
irrefiftible  appeals  to  the  heart,  in  the  f«- 
ipons  of  Bourdabuep/hat  mnil  lament  that 
thofe  incomparable  preachers  offered  up 
the  mofl:  fulfome  flatteries,  to  one  of  the 
Dioft  execrable  tyrants  that  God  ever  per-' 
mitted  to  fcourge  the  earth,  Louis  the 
Fourteenth*- 

Howf  mull  we  blulh  when  we  behdd 
even  the  angelic  Fenelon^  at  times  profti- 
tuting  his  talents,  and  accommodating  him- 
felf  to  the  vices:  of  tibe  fame  degenerate 
wretch  ? 

When,  the  beft  of  men  have  been  thuS' 
iafe6led,  it  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe 
how  the  common  herd  muft  have  been  cot- 
rupted.  The  truth  is,  whatever  may  be 
the  future  fituation  of  the  French  church, 

♦  If  the  reader  wiflies  to  fee  perfe£l  fpccimens  of  crafty, 
aduhtoTTi  and  I  flattering  language,  he  has  only  to  periife 
the  QonfUnienis  an-  Rai,  which  cotnmonly  conclude  the 
Erench' court 'fermons.  Some  of  tjicfc  fermons  are,  in- 
Unany  refpeias>,the  beft  in  the  world,  till  tlie  conclufion, 
and  then  thev  arc  the  very  worft. 

•  it 
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It  is  hardly  poffible  it  (hould  be  worfe  tfaan 
for  centuries  paft. 

If  from  the  church  of  France  we  turn  to 
the  diurch  of  England,  I  have  no  fcruple 
in  faying,  that  one  principal  reafon  why 
religion  is  in  fo  fad  a  ftate  amongft  us,  is: 
Our  bifhops  and  paftors  are  not  chofen 
by  the  people.  We  are  carelefs  about 
religion,  and  truft  our  fpiritual  concerns 
to  ftatefmen ;  and  fo  long  as  that  is  the 
Cafe,  it  is  impoffible  true  Chriftianity 
Ihould  flburilh^  Our  bifhops  are  chofen  by 
the  king,  at  the  recommendation  of  his  mi- 
millers.  The  wretched  farce  of  Epifcopal 
election,  is  called  a  Co/zg-/  d'elircj  that  is  a 
have  (to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  a  dio- 
cefe)  to  cboofe^  without  leave  to  refufe,  or 
without  having  any  choice  at  all.  Our 
deans,  canons,  cum  multis  aliis,  are  chofen  by 
the  crown.  Thofe  perfons  who  have  moft 
iiiterell  with  admioiftration,  are  (lire  to  ar- 
rive at  the  higheft  preferments. 

As  to  our  clergy  they  are  in  general 
chofen  by  private  patrons,  though  they  are 
fometimes  obliged  to  purchafe  their  prefer- 
ments. Advowfons  are  fold  by  ptiblic  auc- 
tion, and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  read  ad- 

vertifements 


vertifements  in  our  newfpapers  of :  *«  Tke 
"  next  prefentation  to  a  valuable  living  of 
"  five  hundred  per  arniufrty  in  a  fine  fport- 
"  ing  country ;  a  pack  of  hounds  kept  in  the 
"  neighbourhood;  and  little  duty  required/' 
Our  laws  againft  fimony,  prevent  clergy- 
men from  diredlly  purchafing  livings  for 
themfelves,  but  every  one  knows  hoW  they 
are  evaded :  "  Some  fell  the  next  advowfon, 
^'  which  is  faid  to  be  legal,  though  the  in- 
"  cumbent  lies  at  the  point  oF  death  ;  others 
"  do  not  flick  to  buy  and  fell  benefices, 
"  when  open  and  vacant,  though  this  is 
"  declared  to  be  fimony  in  law.  Parents 
"  often  buy  them  for  their  children,  and 
"  reckon  that  it  is  their  portion :  often  ec- 
"  clefiaftics  buy  the  next  advowfon,  and 
**  lodge  it  with  truftees  for  their  own  ad- 
"  vantage.  Where  nothing  of  all  this  traf- 
"  fie  intervenes,  parents  bellow  benefices 
**  on  their  children  or  friends,  without  con- 
"  fidering  either  their  abilities  or  merit ; 
"  favour  or  kindred  being  the  only  thing 
"  that  weighs  with  them.  When  all  this  is 
"  laid  together,  how  great  a  part  of  the  be- 
"  nefices  are  difpofed  of,  if  not  fimoniacally, 
"  yet  at  lead  unworthily,  without  regard  to 
fo  facred  a  trufl  as  the  care  of  fouls  ♦  I" 

*  Burnet's  Own  Time,  vcL  VI.  p*  193* 
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It  is  impoflible  for  laws  to  fugged  anj 
ronedy  whatever  for  thefe  diforders,  while 
private  patronage  and  traffic  are  fuflered  to 
cadft :  and  fince  the  choice  of  the  clergy  is  in 
fuch  improper  hands,  and  conduced  in  fo 
wretched  a  manner,  we  need  not  wonder 
at  their  degenerate  ftate. 

This  is  not  the  complaint  of  diffenters ; 
they  might  be  thought  partial  and  impro- 
per judges :  the  beft  churchmen  are  con- 
tinually urging  their  complmnts  in  the  moft 
forcible  language.  I  will  only  refer  the 
reader  to  that  incomparable  addrefs  which 
concludes  Bifliop  Burnetts  Hiftory  of  his 
Own  Times.  His  Lordfliip  was,  perhaps^ 
as  intelligent,  and  as  honeft  a  man  as  ever 
adorned  the  church :  what  does  he  fay  of  his 
brethren  ?  "  It  is  with  regret,  I  have  ob- 
•^  ferved  the  clergy,  in  all  the  places  through 
'^  which  I  have  travelled,  Papifts,  Luthe- 
**  rans,  Calvinifts  and  Diffenters:  but  of 
"  them  all,  our  clergy  are  much  the  moft 
"  remifs  in  their  labours  in  private,  and  the 
**  leaft  fevere  in  their  lives.  I  have  la- 
**  mented  during  my  whole  life,  that  I  faw 
**  fo  little  true  zeal  among  our  clergy.  I 
"few  much  zeal  throughout  the  foreign 
« churches:  the  Diffenters  have  a  great 
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^  deal  amongft  them  :  but  I  miift  oWn,  tliat 
«  the  main  body  of  our  clergy  has  always 
•*  appeared  dead  and  lifelefs  to  me,  and 
"  inftead  of  animating '  one  Another ,  they 
^'  feem  rather  to  ky  one  another  afleep  */' 
What  would  this  good  Bilhop  have  faid, 
had  he  lived  tp  fee  the  time,  when  many  of 
our  clergy  are  incapable,  or  are  too  lazy  even 
to  compofe  their  own  fermons ;  or  had  he 
read  advertifements  of  copperplate  fermons, 
to  imitate  manufcript,  and  had  been  in- 
formed that  thoufands,  and  ten  thoufands 
were  fold,  as  helps  to  clerical  incompetence. 
We  cannot  expe6l  that  the  clergy  fliould 

*  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  Own  Time,  vol.  VI.  p.  183. 
-—186.  Edinburgh  edition. 

As  I  have  already  quoted,  and  (hall  often  have  occafioti 
to  quote  the  above  hiftory,  1  juft  obferve,  that  the  authour, 
although  he  is  very  faithful  in  his  reprefen^ation  of  the 
deplorable  ftate  of  the  church  in  which  he  held  fo  high  a 
ftation,  appears  to  have  been  afluated  by  the  beft  of  mo- 
tives. <<  Do  not  think  (fays  his  Lordihip)  that  I  fay  any 
"  thing  to  expofe  you  [the  clergy]  or  to  defame  the 
**  church :  thofe  cenfures  have  pafled  on  mc  for  my  free* 
*'  dom  during  life,  God  knows  how  unjuftly ;  my  defigos 
"  being  all  to  awake  the  clergy,  and  by  that  means  to  pre^ 
"  ferve  the  church,  for  which,  he  who  knows  all  tjiings, 
<'  knows  how  much  and  how  long  I  have  been  mourning 
«*  in  fecrct,  and  fafting  and  praying  before  him* 
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be  better  qualified  for  their  ftations,  until 
the  people  begin  to  leok  after  them.  They 
have  trufted  the  choice  of  their  pallors,  to 
politicians  long  enough:  it  is  high  time 
they  fliould  refume  it  *.  It  is  in  vain  that 
fome  men  obje6l  to  the  people  having  this 
right  reftored  to  them,  on  account  of  fome 
inconveniences  that  might  arife  from  popu- 
lar eledlions.  The  chief  of  thofe  appre- 
hended inconveniences  might  be  eafily 
avoided  by  proper  regulations.  In  many 
of  our  pariflies  in  London,  the  people  choofe 
their  Sunday  and  weekly  le6lurers;  the 
diffenters  frequently  join  their  brethren  in 
thefe  ele6lions :  they  are  conduced  with 
the  greateft  order  and  regularity ;  and  pa- 
rifliioners  are,  at  leaft,  as  well  ferved  by 
their  minifters,  voluntarily  chofen,  as  by 
the    prieft   who  is  impofed  upon   them. 

*  The  following  paragraph  appeared  lately  in  ftveral  of 
the  minifterial  prints.  "  The  Chancellor  has  no  lefs  than 
**  EIGHTY  THREE  livings  in  his  gift  now  vacant!  To  in- 
"  creafe  the  furprife,  fome  of  them  have  been  vacant  two 
**  or  three  years  or  more!  They  may,  with  no  over-ftretch 
*«  of  popular  politics,  be  confidere^  in  their  origination  and 
«*  abftraft  as  the  property  of  the  people.  The  people 
<«  then  alk,  why  hayc  they  not  been  given  away  ?  When 
<<  will  they  be  given  ?  To  whom  ?  And  on  what  preten- 
•«  fions  ?" — ^Thus  docs  truth  fometimcs  break  forth  from 
quarters  very  little  expeSed. 


We  might  appeal  to  different  denomina- 
tions of  Chriftians,  to  prove  how  peaceably 
popular  ele6lions  are  condutSled,  And  if  any 
perfon  enquires,  whether  the  diffenters  are 
lb  well  inftru6led  as  the  members  of  the 
eftablilhment,  let   the  prelate   I  have  juft 
quoted  anfwer  ;    "  The  Diffenters,  have  a 
*f  much  larger  fhare  of  knowledge  among 
"  them,  than  is  among  thofe  who  come  to 
"  our  churches  */'     But  whatever   incon- 
venience  may  be  apprehended  from  po- 
pular ele6lions,  I  will  venture  to  fay  they 
ought  not.  even  to  be  mentioned  as  argu- 
ments on  the  fubje6l.    The  people  have  a 
right  to  choofe  .their  own  minifters,  from 
the  higheft  to  the  lowed.    Thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  need 
not  be  informed,  that  for  feveral  centuries 
after  the  introdu6lion  of  Chriftianity,  the 
people  exercifed  this  right  in  the  fuUeft 
extent.     *'  That  the  people  had  votes  in  the 
"  choice  of  bifhops  all  muft  grant  ;*  and  it 
*^  can  be  only   Ignorance    and    Folly  that 
"  pleads  the  contrary  ^f.     It  is  a  piece  of 
^*  hiftory  which  cannot   fairly   be  denied, 
*'  that  amongft  the  primitive  Chriftians,  the 

*  Burnet's  Own  Time,  vol.  VI.  p,  195* 
t  Dr.  Lowth  on  Church  Power. 
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people  ufed  to  have  their  fi^rage  in  the  cbtda 
of  church  officers ;  that  this  is  the  mqfl  regu-- 
lor  way  ;  that  it  continued  marty  years  ;  and 
'^  ibofe  CbriJUans  who  have  gone  about  to  mend 
**  ibis  wayj  have  only  made  it  worfe*."  So 
jealous  were  the  primitive  Chriftians  of  this 
right,  that  they  refolved  if  any  prdbyter 
was  crated  a  bilhop  by  imperial  mandates^ 
they  would  renounce  him.  ^*  In  the  primi^ 
*^  tiye  times  every  Chriftian  church  confift- 
'*  ed  of  the  people,  their  leaders,  and  mi- 
"  nifters  or  deacons,  and  thefe  belonged  ef-^ 
'^  fentially  to  every  religious  fociety.  The 
^^  people  were  undoubtedly  ihefirjl  in  authority  ; 
^^Jor  the  Apcfilesjbewed  by  their  awn  example^ 
^^  (A6ts  i.  15.  vi.  3.  XV  4.  xxi.  22.)  that  no-- 
**  Unng  of  moment  was  to  he  carried  on  or  de^ 
^^  termined^  without  the  confent  of  the  affembly'* 
**  The  ancient  method  of  ecclefiaftigal  go- 
**  vemment  varied  by  imperceptible  de- 
"  grees  from  the  primitive  rule,  and  de- 
♦^  generated  towards  the  form  of  a  religi- 
^^  ous  monarchy  ;  for  the  hi/hops  a/pired  to 
*^  higher  degrees  of  power  and  authority  than 
**  they  bad  formerly  pojfejfed,  and  not  only  vio^ 
"  lated  the  rights  of  the  people  ^  hut  made  gra^ 
*^  duujtl  encroachments  on  the  privileges  of  the 

•  Dr.  Wall's  Hiftory  of  Infant  B^ptifa,  P*  334- 
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^^  prejbyters.  This  change  was  foon  followed 
^^  by  a  train  of  vices  (luxury ^  voluptuoufnefs, 
"  vanity,  arrogance  and  ambition,  contention  atid 
"  difcord)  which  di/honoured  the  charadter  and 
*^  authority  of  thofe  to  whom  the  adminiflratiqn 
"  of  the  church  was  committed'' — In  the  fourth 
century,  the  bifhops,  whofe  opulence  and 
power  were  confiderably  encreafed  fince 
the  reign  of  Conftantine,  began  to  intro- 
"  duce  INNOVATIONS,  and  to  change  the 
^*  government  of  the  church .  Their frjljlep 
*'  was  an  entire  exchfion  of  the  people  from 
"  all  part  in  the  admimftration  qf  ecclejiq/fical 
cffairs.  Their  aim  was,  principally,  that 
they  might  either  engrofs  to  themf elves,  qr 
"  diftribute  as  they  thought  proper,  the  pojffejftons 
•  '*  and  revenues  of  the  church  */'  From  this 
plain  and  indifputable  evidence,  we  m^y 
obferve,  that  the  ppople  have  an  undoubted 
right^o  choofe  their  own  pallors  ;  that  the 
depriving  them  of  it  was  an  Innovation,  at- 
tended with  the  word  of  confequences,  and 
that  Chriftianity  will  never  be  reftored  to 
its  prinjitive  purity,  till  that  Innovation  is 
abolilhed.  All  thofe  perfons,  whoever  they 
are,  or  by  whateyer  name  they  may  be  cal- 

♦  Moflieim's  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol.  I.  p.  99.  265. 
348.     Edition  1782. 
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led,  who  keep  the  people  from  exercifing 
this  original  right,  and  aflume  it  them- 
felves  ;  we  muft  take  the  liberty  of  calling 
in  this  refpedt,  religious  robbers.  When 
will  the  time  come,  that  we  fliall  be  favoured 
with  a  fet  of  patriots  who  will  reftore  to  the 
people,  not  only  their  political,  but  their  re- 
ligious privileges ;  or  when  will  the  people 
have  wifdom  and  fpirit  fufficient  to  claim 
them  for  themfelves  ? 

A  Second  Excellence  in  the  reformed 
church  of  France,  is,  the  mode  by  which 

THE    CLERGY    ARE    PROVIDED   FOR.      Under 

the  old  eftabliftiment  provifion  was  made 
for  them  by  a  large  portion  of  public  pro- 
perty, and  by  tithes.  How  the  former  has 
been  difpofed  of  w^e  have  already  feen;  As 
to  the  latter  they  are  impofed  no  longer : 
tithes  of  every  kind  are  entirely  abolifhed ; 
at  the  fame  time  laymen,  who  by  purchafe 
were  in  poffeflion  of  any  part  of  them,  are 
indemnified.  The  clergy  are  now  paid  in 
the  fame  manner  as  other  fervants  of  the 
public,  and  as  the  clergy  of  Holland,  and 
feveral  other  reformed  churches;  out  of  the 
common  national  property.  Their  falaries, 
which  the  French  clergy  receive  one  quarter 
in  advance^  are  reckoned  in  the  annual  ex- 
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pences.  This  is  certainly  as  jufl,  fair,  equi- 
table, and  fatisfaftory  a  mode  as  could  well 
be  devifed,  and  was  it  adopted  in  this  coun- 
try, it  would  certainly  be  a  much  prefer- 
able mode  to  that  by  which  our  cletgy  are 
now'  maintained.  I  (hall  fay  nothing  re- 
fpe6ling  thofe  pofleflions,  fuch  as  lands,  and 
eftates,  which  we  have  devoted  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  church  ;  but  with  regard  to 
tithes,  furely  every  true  friend  to  our  civil, 
as  well  as  religious  interefts,  mull  ear- 
neftly  wifli,  that  our  clergy  were  provided 
for  in  a  manner  lefs  hurtful  to  both.  The 
fentiments  of  a  dignitary  of  the  eftablifti- 
ed  church  on  this  fubje6t,  are  fo  juft, 
as  to  demand  the  ferious  attention  both 
of  clergy  and  laity.  Speaking*  of  the 
agriculture  of  this  country,  he  obferves : 
"  Agriculture  is  difcouraged  by  every  con- 
*'  ftitution  of  landed  property,  whicK  lets 
**  in  thofe  which  have  no  concern  in'  the 
*'  improvement,  to  a  participation  of  the 
"  profit.  Of  all  inftitutions  which  are,  in 
•*  this  way  adverfe  to  cultivation  and  im- 
**'provement,  none  is  fo  noxious  as  that  of 
"  tithes.  A  claimant  here  enters  into  the 
"  produce,  who  contributed  no  afliftance 
**  whatever  to  the  produftion.  When  years, 
^         .  ^  "  perhaps. 


^  perhaps,  of  care  and  toil  have  matured 
^  an  improvement ;  wh^i  the  hufbandman 
<^  fees  new  crops  ripening  to  his  fkill,  and 
<^  induftry,  the  momoit  he  is  ready  to  put 
<^  his  fickle  to  the  grain,  he  finds  himfelf 
^^  compelled  to  divide  his  harveft  with  a 
^*  ftranger.  Tithes  are  a  tax  not  only  up- 
*^  on  induftry,  but  upon  that  induftry 
^'  which  feeds  mankind ;  upcm .  that  fpecies 
<^  of  ex^ion,  which  it  is  the  aim  of  all 
^  wife  laws  to  cherifli  and  promote ;  and 
^^  to  uphold  and  excite  which,  compofes  the 
**  main  benefit  that  the  community  re- 
«  oeives  from  the  whole  fyftem  of  trade, 
*'  and  the  fuccefs  of  commerce*/* 

I  cannot  but  exprefs  my  regret,  that  the 
authour  of  thefe  obfervations  did  not  add 
fomething  to  prove,  that  tithes  are  equally 
adverfe  and  noxious  to  our  religious,  as  to 
our  agricultural  improvement.  An  atten- 
tion to  the  former,  as  well  as  to  the  latter, 
would  not  have  derogated  from  his  charac- 
ter, as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel.  A  more 
imhappy  method  of  providing  for  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  Chriftian  church  could  fcarc6ly 
have  been  contrived.   In  mod  parts  of  the 

*  Pjiley's  Philosophy,  vol.  II.  p,  405— 6. 

kingdom. 


c  3^5  n 

kingdom,  the  impofition  of  tithes  is  a  heavy 
burthen ;  in  fome  parts  it  is  become  by 
the  ftridlnefs  of  the  clergy,  intolerable. 
Our  brethren  the  quakers,  feem  to  ,con- 
fider  the  clerical  body  as  compofed  of  ftate 
pirates;  they  refift  their  claims^  on  re- 
ligious ground  ;  but  when  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate  interferes,  that  refiftance  cedes,  and 
they  fubmit  to  be,  as  they  confider  it, 
plundered  by  law.  But  the  difcontent  is 
not  confined  to  quakers,  or  any  other  body 
of  diflenters,  many  of  the  members  of  the 
.eftablifhed  church  fliew  equal  difcontent, 
^nd  at  times  more  vigorous  oppofition. 

The  public  papers  are  continually  in- 
forming us  of  the  tedious,  vexatious,  and 
expenfive  law  fuits,  carried  on  in  various 
parifhes,  on  account  of  both  great  and  fmall 
tithes.  There  are  not  wanting  inftanceis 
pi  individuals,  who  becaufe  they  have  bedn 
unable,  or  unwilling  to  fatisfy  the  claims  of 
the  parifli  prieft  to  the  uttermoft  farthing, 
have  been  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  horrors  of 
3  jail,  where  they  have  languifhed  and  pe- 
jifhed.  The  keennels  of  the  clerical  fcent 
jin  5iany  parilhes  is  truly  furprifmg;  nothing 
can  efcape  it ;  not  only  the  produce  of  ara- 
We  and  pafture  land,  but  of  the  garden  and 

the 


the  orchard  is  ravaged  ;  pigeon-houfes  and 
hen-coops  are  fearched  ;  pig-fties  are  gro- 
ped into ;  and  as  if  the  fquabbles  often  oc- 
cafioned  by  fuch  intrufions  were  not  warm 
enough,  thefe  chriftian  paftors  force  them- 
felves  into  hot  houfes,  and  feize  upon  all 
plants  and  fruits,  Britifh  and  Exotic*  Scarce 
a  fpecies  of  property  animate,  or  inanimate, 
does  the  hufbandman  or  the  country  gentle- 
man poffefs,  but  he  muft  contribute  a  tithe  of 
it  to  the  parfon.  It  is  true  many  of  the  clergy 
are  fo  prudent,  as  to  fettle  this  difgraceful  bufi- 
nefs  by  commutation  ;  and  it  is  this  method 
which  makes  the  laity  fubmit  to  an  impoft- 
tion,  which  one  day  or  other  they  will  have* 
fenfe  and  refolution  enough  to  get  rid  of. 
If  the  clergy  are  wife,  they  will  fubmit  to 
almoft  any  commutation  rather  than  *  open 
the  eyes  of  their  parifhioners  by  quarrelling 
with  them  ;  fome  of  our  dignitaries  are  of  a 
different  opinion.     The  bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
(Dr.  P.  fo   famous    for   his  Jlate  ferviceSy 
when    fecretary    to    Mr.   Pitt    who    has 
fince    elevated    him)    lately  delivering    a 
charge,  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocefs,  wa* 
kindled  with  fuch  pious  zeal  for  the  tem-» 
poral  interefts  of  his  brethren,  that  he  ur- 
ged it  upon  them^  to  be  cautious  of  accept- 
ing 
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ing  commutations  for  their  tithes;  that  it  was 
the  beft  way  to  receive  them  in  kind,  for  aa^ 
property  in  general  was  rifmg,  it  was  natural 
to  fuppofe  tithes  would  increafe  in  value. 

I  know  not  whether  to  wifh  his  Lordlhip's 
advice  may  be  echoed  by  every  one  of  the 
epifcopal  bench,  and  followed  by  every  one 
of  the  clergy;  or  that  it  may  be  treated 
with  that  contempt  and  deteftation  it  de- 
ferves.  In  the  latter  cafe,  tithes  may  be 
levied  forae  years  longer,  but  in  the  former, 
the  whole  bufinefs  will  foon  be  over.  I 
think  our  bilhops  and  clergy  call  t^hemfelves 
the  fucceflburs  of  the  apoftles ;  of  thofe  la- 
bourers who  although  they  were  well  wor- 
thy of  their  hire,  were  fo  far  from  coveting 
any  man's  filver  or  gold,  or  apparel,  that 
they  abfolutely  laboured  with  their  own 
hands,  rather  than  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
gofpel  ftiould  be  hindered .  Whether  thofe 
pallors  who  are  fo  eager  for  their  great  and 
fmall  tithes  as  to  fight  for  them  in  law,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  confequence  to  the  religious 
concerns  of  their  parifhioners,  are  as  they 
pretend,  the  fucceflburs  of  the  apoftles*; 

or 

•  BKhop  Horfley  takes  care  in  his  writings^  more  than 
once,  to  remind  us,  that  the  clergy  (he  and  his  brethren) 
arc  the  fucceflburs  of  the  apoftles,  and  that  thofe  pcrfons 
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©r  whether  they  are  a  fpecies  of  thofe 
**  grievous  wolves/'  which  one  of  thofe  apof- 

who  leave  thefe  their  lawful  paftors  to  wander  after  others^ 
mre  guilty  of  a  fm  which  nothing  lut  ignorance  can  txcufe* 
I  wi(h  to  be  iDftruded  in  this  bufinefs.  If  die  miniflcfs 
of  the  church  of  England  are  the  de(cendants  of  the  apoC> 
tlcs»  they  derive  their  fpiritual  defcent  from  the  church  iA 
Home,  which  muft  then  be  a  true  church.  Archbifliop 
Laudy  the  famous  high  church  tyrant  of  the  laft  century, 
whole  fentiments  were  fimilar  to  bilhop  Horiley's«  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  church  of  Rome  is  a  true 
4hurch.  "  I  do  dill  believe/'  he  adds,  "  that  fhe  never 
**  erred  in  fundamentals,  and  it  would  be  fad  if  flie  fliould, 
••  for  *tis  through  her  that  the  bijhops  of  the  church  of  Eng» 
**  hmd^  who  have  the  honour  to  be  capable  of  deriving  theit 
««  iaUingfrom  St.  Peter,  muji  deduce  their fuccefjion,**  The 
I  ra&ice  of  the  church  of  England  feems  to  confirm  this  opi« 
jdcm,  for  while  fhe  denies  the  miniflers  of  all  the  Proteft-^ 
ant  reformed  chiirches  entrance  into  her  pulpits,  fhe  readily 
•limits  the  priefts  of  the  church  of  Rome.  Thus  it  feems 
fettled,  that  thefe  are  fifter  churches,  and  that  both  fhnd 
upon  the  fame  foundation  ;  but  what  fay  our  reformers  I 
In  the  homilies  they  tell  us,  *<  That  the  church  of  Rome 
**  is  idolatrous  ;  and  antichriflian,  not  only  an  harlot,  as  the 
*«  fcripture  calleth  her,  but  alfo  a  foul,  filthy,  old,  withered 
^  liarlot  \  the  foulefl  and  filthieft  that  ever  was  feen ;  And 
**  as  it  at  prefent  is,  and  hath  been  for  900  years,  it  is  fo 
*^  far  from  the  true  church,  that  nothing  can  be  more." 
Who  are  plain  men,  like  myfelf,,  to  believe  ia  diis  cafe? 
'  The  reformers,  or  archbifhops  and  bifhops  ?  Pray  my 
good  lord  of  St.  Davids,  condefcend  to  eafe  our  troubled 
confciences,  and  preferve  us  from  being  any  longqr  guilty 
of  the  horrible  crime  of  schism. 

ties 
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ties  predi6led,  fliould  in  after  times  ravage 
the  church,  "  not  fparing  the  flock;'*  I 
leave  to  be  determined  by  every  man  who 
reads  the  new  teftament  with  impartiality. 

•  In  the  mean  while,  I  beg  leave  ferioufly 
to  alk  refpefting  thofe  parifhes  in  which 
minifter  and  people  are  engaged  in  a  perpe- 
tual quarrel,  where  the  one  is  confidered  as 
an  avaricious  harpy,  and  the  other  as  a  parcel 
of  cheats — ^Where  is  religion  during  the 
horrid  conteft  ?  Bleeding  under  the  wounds 
received  in  the  houfe  of  her  friends !  Are  the 
hearts  of  our  ecclefiaftical  governors  callous 
to  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  the  heavenly 
vifitant,  that  they  will  not  endeavour  to  bind 
up  her  bleeding  wounds,  and  prevent 
her  from  receiving  in  future  fuch  fliocking 
ufage?  * 

I  cannot  help  adding  on  this  l\ibje6l,  that 
the  impofition  of  tithes  is  a  moft  abominable 
INNOVATION,  introduced  into  the  church  for 
interefted  purpofes.  They  were  originally 
given  voluntarily,  fometimes  to  the  poor,  and 
fometimes  to  the  church.  By  degrees,  as 
the  power  of  the  clergy  encreafed,  their  ava- 
rice likewife  encreafed :  they  excluded  the 
poor,  and  kept  all  the  tithes  to  themfelves. 
It  was  not  however  till  the  reign  of  king 

John, 
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John,  twelve  hundred  years  after  the  birth  of 
Christ,  that  the  pope  made  a  law  that 
all  tithes  (hould  be  paid  to  the  parifii  prieft ; 
nor  was  it  till  fome  time  after,  that  they 
were  levied  by  law,  throughout  the  king- 
dom. As  I  am  an  enemy  to  all  innova- 
tions, more  efpecially  to  clerical,  I  think  it 
neceflary  to  warn  my  countrymen,  left  part 
of  that  propeVty  which  is,  as  the  tithes  once 
were,  devoted  to  the  poor,  fhould  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  clergy.  If  newfpaper  in- 
formation can  be  depended  upon,  archdea- 
con Paley  recommended,  in  a  late  difcourfe 
to  the  church  wardens  of  different  parifhes, 
to  make  up  the  falaries  of  thofe  clergymen 
who  were  not  fufficiently  provided  for,  out 
ojthe  poor  rates y  as  the  law  authorifed  them 
fo  to  do.  Whether  the  law  authorifes  this 
mnovation,  I  know  not ;  but  if  the  people 
fuffer  it  without  powerfully  complaining, 
they  will  be  more  completely  prieft-ridden 
than  I  could  have  imagined. 

In  France,  the  impofition  of  tithes  is  for 
ever  abolilhed ;  the  people  have  already  ex- 
perienced the  happy  effe6ls  of  being  reliev- 
ed from  the  oppreffion.  During  the  lafl: 
autumn,  the  hulbandmen  in  feveral  parifhes 
began  their  harveft  in  9  manner  expreflive 

of 


bf  their  gr&titude,  both  to  God  and  to  the 
National  Affembly.  Their  paftors  accom* 
jpanied  them  to  the  fields  Te  Deum  and 
other  anthems  were  perfOTraed,  and  the 
grateful  effUfions  of  the  heart  afcended  to 
heaven  in  praifes  and  thankfgivings.  The 
mod  thankful  acknowledgments  were  made 
to  their  legiflators,  by  whofe  wife  and  mer- 
ciful decrees,  every  one  was  about  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  his  labour,  happy  that  he 
could  now  call  the  whole  produce  of  his 
fields  Hi«  owN»  Mufic,  and  dancing,  and 
innocent  feftivity,  difplayed  through  the 
parifh,  the  felicity  of  the  inhabitants*.  Is 
there  an  Englifhman  who  reads  this  account 
but  muft  earneftly  hope  that  the  period  is 
not  far  diftant,  when  bis  countrymen  fliall 
«njoy  fimilar  felicity,  and  exprefs  their  feel- 

•  It  ought  to  be  mentioned  to  the  honour  oF  the  lower 
fclafs  of  the  French  people,  that  their  public  rejoicings  are 
iiot  difgraced  with  that  diforder  and  dnmkennefs  which  ap- 
pear in  other  countries  that  pretend  to  be  m'ore  virtuous. 
When  the  conftitution  was  proclaimed  at  Paris,  and  every 
houfe,  and  place  of  entertainment  was  illuminated,  when 
the  Theatres  were  opened  and  the  populace  admitted  ^r^x//V, 
there  was  not  the  lead  riot,  or  confufion  whatever.  This 
is  the  country  which  our  minifterial  writers  continually  in- 
form us,  is  without  law  or  government,  and  where  nothing 
but  anarchy  prevails ! 

Y  ings 
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ings  in  the  lame  grateM  and  devotional 
manner! 

A  THIRD  EXCELXENCE  in  the  reformed 
church  of  France  is,  the  just  distribution 
OF  that  part  of  the  public  property 
WHICH  IS  appropriated  for  the  support 
OF  THE  church.  In  the  old  church  injuf- 
tice  reigned  through  the  whole  fyftem; 
fome  of  the  bifhops  were  in  pofleflion  of  re- 
venues to  the  amount  of  twenty  to  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum  i  and 
fome  of  the  cur^s  to  the  amount  of  two 
thoufand,  whilft  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
dergy  were  ftarving.  By  the  decrees  of  the 
National  Affembly ,  the  bifliop  of  Paris  (the 
tmfcriptural  title  of  archbifhop  is  abolifhed) 
is  allowed  an  income  of  two  thoufand 
guineas ;  and  the  other  bilhops  from  five 
hundred  to  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds,  according  to  the  extent  of  their 
diocefles.  The  cur^  have  incomes  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  down  to  fifty  pounds, 
according  to  the  number  of  fouls  in  their 
dijBferent  parifhes.  Every  bifliop  and  cur6 
is  allowed  a  houfe,  (to  which  a  garden 
and  a  piece  of  ground  is  ufually  ad- 
joined) fuitable  to  his  fituation,  which  is  to 
be  kept  in  repair  at  the  public  expence. 

When 


When  a  cur6  is  difabled  by  age  or  infirmi- 
ties from  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice, he  is  eitlier  to  have  an  additional  vicar 
allowed  him,  or  permitted  to  retire  on 
a  fuitable  penfion,  as  he  may  judge  moft 
eligible  *.  If  the  falaries  above  ftated  ftiould 
appear  too  fmall,  let  it  not  be  forgot,  that 
the  neceflaries  and  conveniences  of  life  are 
confiderably  cheaper  in  France  than  in  Eng- 
land. When  this  is  confidered,  it  may  be 
truly  faid,  that  the  French  clergy  are  pro- 
vided for  comfortably,  though  not  luxuri- 
oully;  and  notwithftanding  the  hideous 
outcry  which  has  been  raifed,  it  is  a  fa6l, 
that  a  very  confiderable,  if  not  the  majot 
part  of  the  clergy,  are  better  provided  for 
in  the  new  than  in  the  old  eftablilhment. 

If  we  now  turn  our  attention  to  the 
church  of  England,  we  fhall  find  fiihilar 
injuftice  in  the  application  of  the  church 
property,  as  in  the  church  of  France  before 
the  revolution  ;  and  confequently  the  fame 

*  The  reader  will  fecolkft  that  the  word  cure  nearly  an- 
fwers  to  that  of  reOor  ;  the  vicars  are  affiftants  fomething 
like  our  curates ;  their  falaries  are  in  general  about  two 
thirds  of  the  amount  of  the  cure's,  Thefe  three  arc  the 
principal  orders  of  ecclcfiaftics  in  the  French  church. 

Y  a  neceffity 


lieceffity  for  a  reformation.  There  are  few 
perfons  but  what  are  acquainted  with  the 
flagrant  irregularities  of  this  part  of  our  ec- 
clefiaftical  fyftem ;  we  fhall  therefore  men- 
tion only  a  few  of  them.  We  have  our 
Archbifliop  of  York,  and  of  Canterbury, 
with  falaries  of  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  a 
year.  Our  bifhop  of  Durham  we  pay,  it  is 
generally  fuppofed,  upwards  of  twelve  thou- 
fand ;  the  reft  of  our  bilhops  we  hire  at 
different  falaries,  from  two  to  eight  or 
ten  thoufand.  The  annual  wages  of  our 
deans  are  different,  from  four  or  five  hun- 
dred pounds  to  two  thoufand.  Some  of  our 
prelates  not  content  with  their  ufual  reve- 
nues, muft  likewife  have  a  deanery,  or  fome 
other  preferment*.  I  fhall  entirely  pafe 
over  our  archdeacons,  prebendaries,  canons, 
with  many  others.  If  a  foreigner  fhould  afk 
me  what  is  their  ufe,  or  for  what  reafon  we 
retain  fuch  a  number  of  officers  in  the  church, 
dt  whether  the  people  might  not  look  after 
their  ftated  minifters  as  well  as  a  bifhop  or 
a  dean,  and  confequently  fave  themfelves  an 

*  Dr.  Prettyman,  foon  after  his  elevation  to  the  fee  of 
Lincoln,  prevailed  with  his  patron  Mr.  Pitt,  additionally 
to  reward  his  ^ate  fervices,  by  bellowing  on  him  the  var 
iuablc  deanery  of  St.  Paul's. 

enormous 
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enormous  expence :  I  ihould,  I  believe,  be  as 
much  puzzled  to  anfwer  thefe  queftions  tohis 
fatisfa(Slion,  as  the  generality  of  my  country- 
men .  Mr .  Burke,  as  we  have  already  feen,  in- 
forms us,  that  it  is  neceflary  that  the  "  mitred 
"  front  fhould  be  exalted  in  courts  and  par- 
"  liaments  ;"  and  that  dignified  ecclefiaftics, 
"  though  deficient  in  fevere  virtue,  may  be 
"  very  ufeful  men  in  the  ftate :"  if  fo,  let  us 
pay  them  as  ftatefmen ;  let  us  fairly  ac- 
knowledge our  church  polity  to  be  a  mixed 
fy ftem  of  prieft-craft  and  ftate-craft,  but  let 
not  the  facred  name  of  religion  be  any  lon- 
ger profaned,  nor  fuch  a  heterogeneous  com- 
pofition  as  our  church  eftablifhment,  be  cal- 
led the  church  of  Chrift. 

Withrefpe6l  to  the  inferiour  clergy*  that 
part  of  the  national  property  by  which  they 
are  fupported,is  moft  irregularly  andunjuftly 
applied .  Some  of  the  li vinga  are  worth  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  a  year,  others  only 
fifty  or  fixty  pounds,  and  even  this  property 
is  grafped  at  by  thofe  in  higher  ftations  ;  our 
bifliops  and  deans  often  hold  livings  with 
thejr  other  preferments*,  Thofe  of  the  clergy 

*  Dr.  Horfley,  not  to  mqntion  others,  holds  a  prebend  of 
Gloucefter ;.  and  the  reSoxies  of  South  Wield,  Eflex,  and 
St.  Mary,  Newington,  together  with  the  bifliopric  of  St, 
Davids* 
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who  have  intereft  fufficient  to  procure  two 
livings,  hold  them  both  together;  the  con- 
fequence  of  this  injuftice  is,  that  the  clerical 
duty  is  performed  in  various  parilhes,  by 
curates,  who  with  their  wives  and  families 
are  exifting,or  rather  perilhing,  while  many 
of  the  higher  orders  of  eccleliaflics  are  li- 
ving in  indolence  and  luxury*     All  thefe 

*  <'  In  the  place  where  I  live  (fays  Sir  Brooke  Boothby) 
**  the  lefpedable  ciergymaiiy  with  a  numerous  family,  does 
*^  the  duty  of  a  moft  extenfive  pariih  for  fixty  pounds  a  year, 
*'  while  from  the  fame  parifh,  the  dean  of  Lincoln  receives 
*^  a  thoufand  per  annum  for  doing  nothing  at  all/'  Letter 
to  Burke,  p.  51  • — Many  of  our  clergy  it  is  well  known  have 
only  forty,  thirty,  twenty  pounds  a  year, 

Juft  as  I  had  written  the  above,  the  following  advertife- 
mcnt  appeared  in  the  papers :  it  affords  a  melancholy  illuflra- 
tion  of  the  fubjed. 

••  Corporation  Office  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ciergy,  No,  5,  Grays  Inn  Square^ 

*'  At  a  court  of  affiftants  of  this  corporation,  held  on 
**  Thurfday  laft,  for  the  ele3ion  of  ten  poor  curates  to  re- 
**  ceive  the  donation  of  ten  pounds  each^  given  by  the  will  of 
•*  John  Stock  Efq.  deceafed,  the  petitions  oi fifty-five  poor 
**  clergymen  were  read  and  confidered,  and  the  ten  follow- 
<<  ing  were  admitted  to  partake  of  the  faid  charity  for  the 
«  prefent  year,  &c.  &c." 

Do  our  dignitaries^  pluralifls,  and  non-refidents^  never 
refleA  that  there  is  a  day  coming  when  the  poor  curates 
whofe  bread  they  arc  eating,  will  be  on  a  level  with  them- 

felves,  and  when  a  ftrid *  muft  be  given  of  every 

aS  of  clerical  rapaci*  e  too  late  to  appeal  to 

Ae  civil  magiftratc  protection. 

abomi- 


I  s^7  :\ 

c^bominations  are  anilihilated  in  Frantce,  and 
may  they  Ihortly  be  fo  in  England  ! 

Mr.  Burke  informs  us,  that  as  the  clergy 
are  provided  for,  "  nothing  in  future  of  fci- 
"  ence  or  erudition  can  exift  in  the  gallican 
"  church/'  Men,  when  under  the  power  of 
prejudice,  are  not  aware  of  the  injury  they 
often  do  to  the  caufe  they  profefs  to  ferve. 
No  diflenter  ever  caft  fuch  a  calumny  on  the 
Engliih  church  as  Mr,  B.  has  in  the  above 
aflertion ;  it  is  in  fa6l,  faying,  that  neither 
fcience  or  erudition  exift  among  the  major 
part  of  our  clergy ;  for  the  clergy  in  France 
are  now  in  a  better  fituation  than  the  majo- 
rity of  their  brethren  in  England.  So  far 
from  fcience  or  erudition  (to  fay  nothing  of 
piety)  being  confined  to  a  few  dignitaries,  I 
believe  their  inferiours  will  be  found  to 
have,  at  leaft,  their  proportionate  fliare. 

A  FOURTH  EXCELLENCE  in  the  reformed 
church  of  France,  confifts,  in  the  care 

WHICH  IS  TAKEN  THAT  ITS  MINISTERS  PRO* 
PERLY   ATTEND    TO   THE    DUTIES    OF    THEIR 

RESPECTIVE  OFFICES.  In  the  old  church, 
although  there  was  not  fo  much  reafon  to 
complain  of  neg\e6i  of  duty  as  in  fome 
pther  churches,  yet  there  was  certainly y&m^ 
reafon*  It  was  therefore  wife  in  the  Na- 
y  4  tional 


tional  Affembly  to  guard  againft  the  evils 
of  pluralities  and  non-refidence  ;  As  to  the 
former,  they  can  have  no  exiftence :  and  33 
to  the  latter,  it  will  be  the  entire  fault  of  the 
people,  in  whofe  hands  the  power  is  now 
lodged,  if  it  is  ever  fuffered.     By  the  de- 
crees of  the  AfFembly,  it  is  exprefsly  order- 
ed— ^That  the  law  of  refidence  fhall  be  re- 
gularly obferved,  and  that  all  thofe  who  • 
fhall  be  invefted  with  any  ecclefiaftical  of- 
fice or  employ,  fhall  fubmit  to  it  without 
any  exception  or  diftin6lion.    No  bifhop 
can  abfent  himfelf  from  his  diocefs  more 
than  fifteen  days  in  every  year,  except  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  and  with  the  confent  of  the 
direftory  of  the  department  in  which  his 
fee  is  eftablilhed.     Neither  fhall  the  curfe 
abfent  themfelves  from  the  place  of  their 
fun6lions,    longer   than    the    time    fixed 
by    the    bifhop,    and    the    directory   of 
the  diflri(5l.    The  vicars   cannot  be  ab- 
fent from  duty  without  the  confent  of  the 
cur&.      If  a  bifhop  or  a  cur6  leaves  his 
charge,  the  municipality  of  the  place  are  to 
give  notice  to  the  proper  officer,  who  fhall 
admonifh  fuch  bifhop  or  c\iy6  to  return  ta 
his  duty ;  if  he  does  not  pay  a  proper  at- 
tention to  the  admonition,  a  fecond  is  to  be 

fent; 


fent  him,  after  which  if  he  negle6ls  to  re- 
turn, the  payment  of  his  falary  is  to  be  fuf- 
pended  during  the  time  of  his  abfence.  If 
either  abfents  himfelf  for  three  months,  and 
does  not  return  after  the  proper  notices,  his 
office  [hall  be  declared  vacant,  and  the  elec- 
tors fhall  choofe  a  fucceflbur  according  to 
the  forms  prefcribed  by  the  law.  An  excep- 
tion to  the  above  rules  is  allowed,  where  the 
bifhop  or  cur6  may  be  chofen  a  deputy  to 
the  National  Affembly.  By  the  above  laws 
the  clergy,  whatever  may  be  their  ftation, 
muft  give  attention  to  the  duties  of  their 
office,  and  it  refts,  as  it  ought,  with  the 
people  to  enforce  that  attention*. 

With  regard  to  non-refidence  and  plu- 
ralities in  the  church  of  England,  as  no 
one  can  poffibly  vindicate  them,  (except 
the  non-refidence  of  bifhops,  who  are, 
obliged  to  attend  their  duty,  as  chriftian 
ftatefmen  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords)  as  the  beft 
churchmen  have  warmly  exclaimed  againft 
them,  it  is  truly  matter  of  aftonifhment  that 
fuch  fcandalous  innovatiom  fhould  be  per- 

*  Les  decrets,  de  rAflTemblee  Nationalc  du  12  Juillet 
1790.  Pour  la  conftitution  civile  du  clerge,  et  la  fixation 
4e  fon  traitement.     Tjtre  4 :  De  la  loi  de  la  refidence.  . 

mitted ; 
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mltted  ;  they  feem  however  to  increafe,  in 
proportion  as  their  enormity  is  feen  through. 
Although  1  have  dated  the  laws  omcerning 
refidence  in  the  new  church  of  France,  yet 
I  believe  in  the  old  church  non-refidence 
was  a  thing  not  very  common,  except 
amongft  the  bilhops ;  as  to  a  pluralift,  he  is 
a  fort  of  clerical  animal,  not  to  be  found  in 
any  church  but  that  of  England.  It  is 
fiiocking  to  refleft,  that  even  thofe  clargy- 
men  who  would  be  thought  peculiarly  evan- 
gelical, can  accept  of  a  country  living,  leave 
the  fouls  they  have  folemnly  engaged  to 
watch  over  to  the  care  of  a  curate,  while  they 
are  feeking  after  wealth  and  popularity  in 
the  metropolis.  This  is  fometimes  ftiled 
A  call  from  providence  to  preach  the  go/pel  in  a 
Jpbere  of  more  extenjive  hfejulnefs;  why  not 
honeftly  fay,  it  is  doing  evil,  that  good 
may  come  thereby.  In  the  moft  depraved 
period  of  the  Jewifh  church,  we  read  that 
the  prophets  propheiied  for  hire;  but  in 
the  Chriftian  church,  fome  of  the  prophets, 
though  they  take  the  hire,  do  not  prophefy, 
but  procure  fome  poor  brother  to  perform 
the  neceffary  duty  on  terms  fo  much  lower 
than  the  original  hire,  that  the  former 
put  the  greater  part  in  their  own  pockets. 

What 


What  can  we  fay  to  fuch  people  ?  let  them 
hear  what  fome  great  men  whom  they  pro- 
fefs  to  refpedl,  fay  :  and  then,  if  they  can, 
let  them  fufFer  their  confciences  to  fleep  on, 
and  take  their  reft. 

Bilhop  Burnet,  in  the  work  I  have  al- 
ready quoted,  expreffes  himfelf  on  this  fub- 
je6l,  as  follows :    "  I  do  not  enter  largely 
"  into  the  fcandalous  pradlices  of  non-refi-. 
**  dence  and  pluralities,  which  are  flieltered 
"  by  fo  many  colours  of  law  among  us ; 
^«  whereas  the  church  of  Rome,  from  whence 
**  we  had  thefe  and  many  other  abufes,  has 
"  freed  herfelf  from  this,  under  which  we 
"  ft  ill  labour,  to  our  great  and  juft  reproach ; 
"  this    is    fo   ftiameful   a    profanation   of 
"  holy  things,  that  it  ought  to  be  treated 
^'  with  deteftation  and  horror.     Do  fuch 
^*  men  think  on  the  vows  they  made  at  their 
"  ordination,  on  the  rules  in  the  fcriptures, 
"  or  on  the  nature  of  their  fun6lion,  or  that 
^*  it  is  a  care  of  fouls?  How  long,  how  long 
^*  ftiall  this  be  the  peculiar  difgraee  of  the 
"  church,  which  for  aught  I  know,  is  the 
*^  only  church  in  the  world  that  tolerates  it  ? 
In  his  Lordlhip's  life,  we  are  informed, 
•*  In  the  point  of  refidence,  he  was  fo  flTi6t, 
that   he   never  would   permit  his  own 

**  chaplains 
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"  chaplains  to  attend  upon  him,  after  they 
«  were  once  preferred  to  a  cure  of  fouls, 
*^  but  obliged  them  to  be  conftantly  refi* 
**  dent  at  their  livings.  Whenever  non- 
*'  refidence  was  the  confequence  of  a  plu- 
"  rality,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
"  prevent  it,  and  in  fome  cafes,  even  ha- 
**  zarded  a  fufpenfion,  rather  than  give  in- 
*«  ftitutlon.  In  his  charges  to  the  clergy, 
"  he  exclaimed  againft  pluralities,  as  a  fa- 
"  crilegious  robbery  of  the  revenues  of  the 
"  church.  In  his  firft  vifitation,  he  urged 
^'  the  authority  of  St.  Bernard,  who  being 
^'  confulted  by  one  of  his  followers,  whe- 
«*  ther  he  might  not  accept  of  two  bene- 
*Vfices;  replied,  '*  And  how  will  you  be 
.  «•  able  to  ferve  them  both  ?  *  I  intend  (an- 
«  fwered  the  prieft)  to  officiate  in  one  of 
•'  them  by  a  deputy.'  ^  Will  your  deputy 
♦*  be  damned  for  you  too  ?  (cried  the  faint) 
•'  Believe  me,  you  may  ferve  your  cure  by 
•«  proxy,  but  you  muft  be  damned  in  per- 
«  fon  *" 

*  **  The  above  expreflions  fo  affedled  Mr.  Kelfey,  a 
"  pious  and  worthy  clergyman,  who  was  prefent,  that  he 
«'  immediately  refigned  the  reftory  of  fiemertOHy  worth 
•<  two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  he  then  held  with 
•«  one  of  greater  value,"  Burnet's  Uiftory,  vqU  VJ, 
p.  194- 289. 
^  If 
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If  the  hearts  of  our  bifliops  and  clergy 
are  fo  impenetrable  as  not  to  be  affedled 
with  thefe  confiderations,  it  is  high  time 
for  the  laity  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
reformers  in  France,  by  making  the  moft 
ftrift  laws  to  prevent  perfons  in  facred  of- 
fices from  "  Shamefully  profaning  holy 
*'  things/'  and  committing  *«  Sacrilegious 
"  robbery." 

The  Fifth  and  the  laft  Excellence, 
which  I  Ihall  mention  in  the  reformed 
church  of  France,  is.  The  terms  of  admis- 
sion into  the  church.  The  clergy  under 
the  old  eftablifhment  were  obliged  to  fwear 
not  only  obedience  to  the  Pope,  but  to  ex- 
tirpate heretics  and  herefy  by  every  means 
in  their  power.  To  do  them  juftice,  they 
have  generally  a6led  up  to  the  fpirit  of 
their  engagements.  In  the  new  eftablifh- 
ment thefe  oaths  are  aboliflied,  and  the 
terms  of  admiflion  are  plain,  fimple,.and 
all  perhaps,  that  the  National  Affembly 
had  a  right  to  imppfe.  Proper  methods 
are  taken  to  prevent  ignorant  and  vicious 
men  from  intruding  into  the  facred  offices, 
but  the  only  profeffion  of  faith,  required 
of  a  biftiop  or  cure  is,  that  he  iis  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic,  Apoftolic  and  Roman 
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religion ;  that  he  will  *«  watdi  with  care 
«*  over  the  fouls  of  the  diocefs  or  parifh 
««  confided  to  him ;  be  faithful  to  the  na- 
^  tion,  the  law,  and  the  king  ;  and  maintain 
•*  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  the  conftituti- 
<'  on  deoreed  by  the  National  Aflembly^  and 
**  accepted  by  the  king/'  This  is  the  teft 
which  Mr.  Burke  reprobates  as  fo  wicked, 
cruel,  and  completely  abominable.  An 
oath  of  allegiance  to  a  free  government,  is 
to  him  the  greateft  of  all  hardlhips.  Wh«i 
this  gentleman  again  confiders  the  matter^ 
it  is  to  be  wilhed  he  would  look  into  hi^ 
own  church,  as  he  will  there  find  a  religioui 
teft  impofed  upon  the  clergy,  which  has 
hurt  the  confciences,  in  one  way  or  othw, 
of  all  who  have  fubmitted  to  it.  So  fsu* 
from  the  terms  of  admiilion  into  the  French 
chiu-ch  being  too  hard,  there  are,  I  believe^ 
few  Chriftians,  who  will  not  think  them  tod 
eafy.  For  myfelf,  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that 
after  the  excellent  laws  for  the  regulatiort 
of  the  church,  which  we  have  confidered ; 
it  was  wife,  juft,  and  equitable  to  leave  the 
Qualifications  of  the  clergy,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  people  who  are  to  choofe 
them.  The  happy  confequerice  of  this  will 
bey  that  the  ele6lors   will  naturally  think 

concerning 
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concerning  religion  ;  they  will  choofe  fuch 
rainifters  as  they  (hall  judge  the  beft  quali- 
ed  to  inftrudl  them  ;  and  as  they  are  bet* 
ter  judges  in  this  important  affair  than 
any  others  can  be  for  them,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  they  will,  by  preferving  the 
choice  in  their  own  hands,  be  better  ferved 
than  formerly. 

Of  what  ufe  national  religious  tells, 
creeds,  and  articles,  have  beea,  we  are  yet 
to  learn;  this  I  am  fure  of,  all  Chriften- 
dom  has  reafon  to  deplore  the  numberlefc 
evils  they  have  occafioned.  We  need  not 
wonder  that  the  French  reformers  carefully 
avoided  that  rock  which  we  in  Great  Bri^ 
tain,  in  particular,  have  fo  fatally  fplit  upon ; 
I  mean,  subscription  to  articles  of  re- 
ligion. 

And  now,  I  mufl:  frankly  confefs,  I  feel 
toy felf  much  embarraffed .  On  the  one  hand, 
I  could  wilh  to  avoid  uttering  fentiments, 
and  language,  which  I  am  fearful  will  give 
offence  to  many  I  highly  efteem.  On 
the  other,  truth  compels  me  to  fpeak  freely 
on  a  fubje6l  which  I  am  fure  is  of  the  laft 
importance,  to  the  moral  and  religious  inte- 
refts  of  my  country. 

The 


The  terms  of  admiffion  into  the  church 
of  England,  it  is  well  known,  are  a  folenui 
fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles,  and 
to  the  book  of  common-prayer.  The  king's 
declaration^  prefixed  to  the  articles,  affirms 
that  they  contain  the  true  do6hine  of  the 
church  of  England,  agreeable  to  God's 
word ;  req^uires  all  the  clergy  to  continue 
in  the  uniform  profeffion  thereof;  pro- 
hibits the  lead  difference  from  the  faid  ar- 
ticles ;  enjoins  that  no  man  hereafter  ftiall 
either  print  or  preach,  to  draw  .the  article 
afide  any  way ;  but  fhall  fubttiit  to  it  in 
the  plain  and  full  meaning  thereof;  and 
that  he  Ihall  not  put  his  own'fenfe,  or 
comment  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  article, 
but  (hall  take  it  in  the  literal  and  gram* 
matical  fenfe.  To  make  this  matter  fo 
plain,  and  explicit,  that  no  one  may  mif- 
underftand  it,  every  clergyman  is  required 
by  the  a6l  of  uniformity,  paffed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  to  fubfcribe 
his  unfeigned  affent  and  confent  to  all  and 
every  thing  contained  in  the  book  of  com- 
mon-prayer, and  in  the  thirty-nine  articles^ 
las  by  law  eftablilhed.  Every  minifter,  when 
he  is  indudted  into  a  living,  is  obliged  to 
read  all  the  articles,  in  the  prefence  of  his 

con- 
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i(<6njgregatiori,  which  he  clofes  with  a  de* 
tlaration  fimilar  to  his  fubfcriptioii. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  par- 
ticular examination  of  the  meaning  or  fenfe 
of  the  articles,  or  of  the  fentiments  con- 
tained in  the  liturgy.  Notwithftanding  the 
numerous  volumes  which  have  been  writ-* 
ten  on  the  fubjedl,  I  cannot  but  think  they 
are  in  general  eafy  to  be  undeffkKxl ;  and* 
that  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  fehti- 
ments  of  the  Compilers;  as  difplayed  in  their 
writings j  cannot,  unlefs  he  is  unduly  pre- 
judiced, have  much  doubt  a^  to  what  are 
the  genuine  do6lrines  of  the  church  of 
England. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  prraiife,  if  decla- 
rations and  fubfcriptions  are  of  greater  im- 
portance, and  ought  to  be  more  cautioufly- 
entered  into  on  one  occafion  than  another, 
it  fhould  be  when  religion  is  concerned: 
If  there  are  men  who  are  more  required 
to  attend  not  only  to  the  letter,  but  to  the 
fpirit  of  them>  it  muft  be  the  minifters  of 
the  Chriftian  religion:  And  if  there  is  a 
period  when  tbey  are  more  peculiarly  called 
to  confider  the  nature  and  import  of  their 
engagements,  it  muft  be  at  that  very  import- 
ant one,  when  they  enter  on  their  facred 
Z  work ; 


Work ;  when  they  declare  that  they  are 
**  inwardly  moved  by  the  HcHj  Ghoft.** 
Prevarication  and  deceit  are  juftly  reckoned 
fome  of  the  worft  crimes  men  can  be  guilty 
of«  I  believe  in  the  common  af&irs  of  life> 
were  we  to  iign  om*  imfeigned  aflent  and 
Gonfent,  to  any  declaration  whatever^  and 
folemnly  profeTs  that  we  approved  of  all, 
and  every  thing  contained  in  it ;  were  we. 
afterwards  to  acknowledge  that  we  had  not 
ihidied  its  contents ;  were  we  to  employ 
om-  time  and  talents  in  explaining  away 
its  meanings  and  were  we  habitually  to 
a6t  diametrically  oppofite  to  its  engage-* 
ments ;  I  believe,  under  fuch  drcumftances, 
the  honeft  part  of  mankind  would  repro-> 
bate,  in  the  fevered  terms,  our  condudlj 
and  cx>mpel  usj  if  we  had  any  regard  to 
our  chara^ers,  to  alter  it.  Is  religion  then^ 
let  me  f^ioofly  demand,  not  only  to  be 
turried  into  a  trade^  but  into  the  moft  difbmefi 
trade  ?  Is  the  church  the  only  place  in  which 
inen  are  allowed  with  impunity,  to  be  open, 
flagrant,  and  conihmt  prevaricators  ? 

Let  no  one  haftily  pronounce  thefe  re- 
marks, (imple  and  artlefs  as  they  may  ap- 
pear, entirely  uMefs.  Had  tliey  fuitably 
iniiHrefled  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  our 
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tcclefiaftical  eftablifhment,  they  would  never 
have  foifted  into  the  church  innovations 
that  have  produced,  and  are  every  day  pro- 
ducing, innumerable  mifchiefs ;  and  which 
(while  men  are  refolved  to  retain  their  pre- 
judices) God  only  knows^  how  they  are  to 
be  got  rid  of, 

I  DECLARE  MY  UNFEIGNED  ASSENT  AND 
CONSENT  TO  AUL  AND  EVEilY  THlNG  CON* 
TAIN¥:D  IN  THE  BOOK  QF  COMMON-PRAYER^ 
AND  IN  THE   ARTICLES   OF    THE    CHURCH    0» 

England.  This  declaration  is  made  and 
fubfcribed  by  every  clergyman,  and  repeat-* 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  their  lives,  by  numbers^ 
Let  us  enquire,  as  concifely  as  pofliblej  hovf 
)t  is  attended  to. 

With  refpedl  to  the  clergy  in  general,  it 
may  be  affirmed*  that  the  majority  fub*" 
fcribe  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  without  any 
ferious  refledlion;  and  that  many  other? 
make  the  fame  fubfcription,  whofe  confci^- 
ences  are  uneafy  at  the  time,  but  who  con- 
tinue, by  fome  means  or  other,  to  pacify 
them. 

Biftiop   Burnet  obferves:   "  There  are 

«*  many  things  in  the  church  of  England, 

**  that  have  been  very  uneafy  to  me. — ^The 

«*  requiring  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine 

Z  a  ^'  articles 


"  articles  is  a  great  impofition.  The  greater 
*^  part  fubfcribe  them  without  ever  examin- 
**  ing  them  ;  and  others  do  it  becaufe  they 
^  muft  do  it,  though  they  can  hardly  fa- 
**  tisfy  their  confciences  about  fome  things 
••in  them*/'  Thofe  perfons  who  are 
beft  acquainted  with  our  young  gentle- 
men from  the  uftiverfities,  will  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  number  of  thofe  who 
thoughtlefsly  fubfcribe,  is,  fince  the  above 
obfervatidiis  were  made,  rather  encreafed 
than  diminilhed.  It  is  now  upwards  of  6n6 
hundred  and  fifty  years  fince  the  a6l  of 
uniformity,  which  impofes  the  ftridl  fub- 
fcription,  pafled  the  legiflature.  Thenum-^ 
ber  of  clergymen  in  England  is  about  ten 
thou&nd.  Reckoning  a  new  race  every 
thirty  years,'  upwards  of  fifty  thoufand 
have,  fince  the  pafling  the  a6l,  fubfcribed 
as  required.  Twenty-fix  thoufand  (the 
greater  pai^t)  of  thefe  have  inconfider* 
ately  entered  into  the  church.  We  mufl: 
therefore  place  the  majority  of  the  mini- 
fters  of  our  eflabliflied  chiurch,  in  the  clafs 
of  thoughtlefs  prevaricators  ;  or  rather  tri- 
flers,  who  have  been  carelefs  whether  what 

•  Burnet's  Hiftoiy  of  hif  Own  Time,  vd.  VI.  p.  176. ' 
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they  have  fubfcribed  is  true  or  falfe,  and 
who  would,  with  equal  facility,  have  made 
a  direct  contrary  fubfcription. 

Let  us  not,  however,  be  fevere  on  this 
body  of  men.  Their  young  minds  are  con- 
taminated, in  the  very  places  where  they 
ought  to  be  purified.  It  is  at  our  univer- 
fities  where  their  moral  fenfe  is  blunted: 
they  there  lofe  thofe  diftin6lions  be- 
tween right  and  wrong,  which  are  kept 
up  almoft  every  where  elfe.  "  Members  of 
"  colleges  in  the  univerfities,  and  of  other 
^*  ancient  foundations,  are  required  to  fwear 
**  to  the  obfervance  of  their  refpedlive  fta- 
"  tutes ;  which  obfervance  is  become  in 
"  fome  cafes  unlawful,  in  others  imprafti- 
**  cable,  in  others  ufelefs,  in  others  incon- 
f^  venient  */' 

Such  are  the  obfervations  of  Archdeacon 
Paley  :  he  follows  them  with  fome  curious 
rules,  which  may  be  ufeful  to  thofe  who 
wifti  to  learn  the  art  of  ftretching^  the  con- 
fcience.  Inftead  of  attending  to  them, 
•ought  we  not  with  earneftnefs  to  demand,— 
,Why  are  oaths  forced  upon  young  men, 

t  Paley 's  Phllofophy,  vol.  I.  p.  215. 
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candidates  for  the  tmniflry,  which  are  ''tin^ 
*^  lawful,  impra6ticaUe,  ufelefs,  and  incon* 
^*  venient  ?'  Is  not  this  a  fcandal  to  our  uni- 
▼erfities;  and  what  can  we  think  of  our 
ecdefiaftical  rulers^  who  fufier  it  to  exift  ? 

We  will  next  tiim  our  attrition  to  that 
part  of  the  dergy,  who  tinnk  on  the  nature 
of  fubf(Tiptions>  and  who  have  fome  idea 
of  the  fahdtity  of  a  minifterial  engagement* 
Amongft  thefe  there  are  many  who  "  fub* 
fcribe  becaufe  they  mull  do  it,  though 
they  can  hardly  fatisfy  their  confciences,** 
that  is,  they  could  not  otherwife  gain  ad- 
mittance into  the  church.  To  the  uneafy 
oonfdenoes  of  thefe  gentlemen,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm  we  are  indebted  for  moft  of 
thofe  ingenious  apologies,,  for  deceit  and 
prevarication,  vsdth  which  the  church  has 
fwarmed  for  a  century  paft.  Articles 
which,  during  the  reigns  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, James  the  Firft,  and  part  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  were  fubfcribed  but  in 
one  fenfe,  the  ^^  Pl^n  literal  grammatical 
^  fenfe  ;*'  and  which  for  many  years  after- 
wards, were  fubfcribed  in  only  two  fenfesj» 
(the  Calviniftical  and  Arminian)  were  by  de- 
grees found  out  to  contain  three,  four,  five, 

fix. 
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fix,  and  fo  on,  to  MrUtn  different  fenfes*. 
We  will  attend  to  fome  of  the  moft  plau- 
fible,  and  fee  how  far  we  can  reconcile  them, 
I  will  not  fay,  to  that  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity,  which  (hould  dwell  in  the  mind 
of  a  ChrHlian  minifter,  but  to  that  com- 
mon integrity,  which  almoft  all  men  pro- 
fefe  to  venerate. 

Mr.  Paley,  in  his  chapter  on  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  articles  of  faith  (which  follows 
veiy  properly,  thofe  chapters  which  treat 
of  Ues  and  Oaths)  introduces  the  fub* 
je^  by  enquiring,  "  Who  is  the  tmpo- 
**  fer  of  fubfcription  T*  To  which  he  re- 
plies :  "  The  bifhop  who  receives  the  fub- 
**  jRription  is  not  the  impofer,  any  more 
•^*  than  the  cryer,  of  a  oau.rt,  who  admini- 
•*  fters  the  oath  to  the  jury,  and  witnefies, 
^  is  the  perfbn  that  impofes  it.'*  This  is 
law :  and  an  admirable  falvo  it  affords  to 
the  confcience  of  a  bilhop,  who,  in  the  fo-  . 
lemn  bufinefs  of  ordination,  wheii  requir- 
ing fubfcriptbn,  is  only  a  xommm  trycTyto 
adminifter  the  neoeflary  oath;  and  who  need 
not  trouble  himfelf  by  reflecting  whetfier 

♦  Sec  them  al!  mentioned  in  Dr.  Frieffley^i  bft  Letters 

to  Dr.  Horflcy. 
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lift  believes  it,  or  by  enqiuring  if  the  csat^ 
.  didate  for  the  miniftry  believes  it.  Honeft 
Mr.  Whifton,  was  of  a  different  opinion; 
and  when  he  was  c^^ed  a  bifhopric,  re- 
fufed  it,  ^'  Becaufe  he  muft  impofe  the  fub- 
*'  fcription  on  others/'  Let  our  bifhops» 
.however,  flieltar  their  confciences  under  the 
law;  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but 
wifh  the  people  would  juft  turn  it  in  thdr 
minds,  whether  they  might  not  have  deri^ 
cd  criers  to  adminifter  the  oath,  and  take 
the  fubfaiptions  of  our  young  clergymen, 
.on  rather  cheaper  terms  than  at  prefent, 
efpidally  as  the  work  is  fo  infignificant,  and 
only  matter  of  form* 

^  The  compilers  of  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
^*  cles  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  im«- 
^^  pofers  of  fubfcription,  any  more  than  the 
**  framer  or  drawer  up  of  a  law  is  the  per- 
*«  fon  th^t  enacts  it/'  True ;  hut  when  the 
law  is  ena£ted  by  the  legiflature,  we  muft 
confider  the  language  of  the  fram^rs  and 
drawers  up,  expreCfed  in  that  law,  as  con- 
taining the  fentiments  of  the  legiflative 
body.  By  the  fame  rule  we  muft  confider 
the  language  of  the  compilers  of  the  arti- 
cles, as  CQntaining  the  fentiments  of  the 
legiljature  whiph  imnofed  them. 

"  The 
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««  The  legiflature  of  the  13th  Eliz.  is  the 
**  impofer,  whofe  intention  the  fubforiber 
>*  is  bound  to  fatisfy/'  This  is  not  correft. 
The  legiflature  of  the  14th  Charles  IL  is 
equally  the  impofer,  and  the  fubfcriber  is 
bound  equally  to  fatisfy  the  intentions  of 
the  latter,  as  of  the  former.  The  words  of 
the  fubfcription,  as  conftantly  impofed,  are 
taken  from  the  a6l  of  Charles,  and  not  from 
that  of  Elizabeth, 

'  "  They  who  contend  that  nothing  lefs 
"  can  juftify  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine 
^'  articles,  than  the  actual  belief  of  each  and 
^*  every  feparate  propofition  contained  in 
"  them,  muft  fuppofe,  that  the  legiflature 
^*  expedled  the  confent  of  ten  thoufand 
"  men,  and  that  in  perpetual  fucceflion, 
*•  not  to  one  controverted  propofition,  but 
"  to  many  hundreds.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
^'  ceive  how  this  could  be  expe6led  by  any 
"  who  obferved  the  incurable  diverfity  of 
•^  humap  opinion  upon  all  fubjecls  fliort  of 
f*  demonftration.^* 

However  free  we  may  be  to  confefs,  that 
thefe  obferv^tions  fliew  the  extreme  folly 
of  impofing  the  belief  of  "  Many  hundreds 
^'  of  controverted  propofitions,''  (Ifincerely 
ivifli,  fpme  plergyman  pf  Mr*  J^ley's  fenti-r 

ments 
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ments  had  converfed  with  the  impofers) 
yet  we  muft  add,  that  it  was  the  defign  of 
the  legiflature,  however  difficult  it  may  be 
for  the  Archdeacon  to  conceive  it,  that  each 
of  the  proportions  exprefled  in  the  arti- 
cles (hould  be  aflented  to  by  every  dergy- 
inan  of  the  eftablifhed  church.  Vain  as  the 
attempt  was,  it  was  an  attempt  to  prevent 
diverfity  of  opinion,  and  to  edablilh  uni- 
formity. To  put  this  matter  out  of  all 
doubt,  the  a6t  has  made  the  words  of  the 
fubfcription  as  flrong  as  they  well  ccHild 

be;  UNFEIGNED  ASSENT  AND  CONSENT  TO 
ALL  AND  EVERY  THING  CONTAINED  IN  THE 
BOOK  OF  COMMON-PRAYER,  AND  IN  THE 
THIRTY-NINE   ARTICLES.      To  thlS  fubfcrip- 

tion  Mr.  Paley  has  folemnly  fet  his  hand. 
This  "  unfeigned  aBent  and  confent  to  all 
•*  and  every  thing,^  he  has  publicly  dedar-t 
ed,  in  the  preft^noe  of  God, .  Angels, .  and 
Men. 

*•  Subfcriptioh  to  articles  of  religion^ 
«•  though  no  more  than  a  declaratim  of  the 
<^  fubfcribers'  aflent,  may  properly  enough 
^  be  confidered  in  conne6lion  with  the  fub* 
<*  je6l  of  oaths,  becaufe  it  is  governed  by 
^  the  fame  rule  of  interpretation/'  One 
of  thefe  nilesj,  as  laid  down  in  the  work 

we 
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we  ar6  now  quoting,  is  as  follows  i  "  As 
«  paths  are  defigned  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
**  impofer,  it  is  manifeft  they  muft  be  in- 
*<  terpreted,  and  performed  in  the  fenfe  J« 
«  which  the  impofer  intends  them ;  otherwUe, 
«  they  afford  no  fecurity  to  him/' 

Let  us  apply  this  moft  juft  rule  of  inter- 
pretation to  the  fubjeft  of  fubfcriptbns ; 
for  furely  the  proper  application  of  it  will 
tend  to  decide  the  controverfy.  The  de- 
fign  of  the  impofa:  was,  without  a  doiubt, 
to  eftablifh  uniformity  in  the  church,  and 
to  preferVe  it  from  diverfity  of  opiraons. 
The  title  of  the  a6l,  the  words  of  the  fub- 
fcription,  the  declaration  prefixed  to  the 
articles,  proclaim  this  defign  in  the  inoft 
pofitive  manner.  The  articles  and  the  book 
of  common-prayer  muft  therefore  be  in- 
terpreted agreeable  to  the  fenfe  of  the  com- 
ipilers,  or  which  is  the  fame,  the  fenfe  of 
the  impofers  ;  and  till  the  fame  authority, 
an  aft  of  parliament,  alters  the  prefent  fub- 
fcriptiori,  it  can  only  admit  of  the  original 
interpretation. 

Our  author  having  given  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  impofers  of  the  law  did  not  mean 
that  fubfcription  to  the  articles  (hould  in- 
clude the  ^ftiial  belief  of  every  propofition 

contained 


C    343    3 

contained  in  them,  proceeds  to  enquire, 
**  If  the  authours  of  the  law  did  not  intend 
^*  this,  what  did  they  intend  ?"  To  which 
he  anfwers  "  They  intended  to  exclude 
*^  from  offices  in  the  church,  i.  All  ^bettors 
**  of  popery.  2.  Anabaptifts,  who  were  at 
^^  that  time  a  powerful  party  on  the  conti- 
"  nent.  3.  The  Puritans,  who  were  hoftile 
V  to  an  epifcopal  conftitution,  and  in  gene- 
^*  ral  the  members  of  fuch  leading  fe6ls  or 
"  foreign  eftablifhments,  as  threatened  to 
*^  overthrow  our  own .  Whoever  finds  him- 
*/  felf  comprehended  within  thefe  three  de- 
^*  fcriptions,  ought  not  to  fubfcribe  \*  So 
then,  according  to  this  latitude,  a  clergyman 
may  give  his  unfeigned  aflent  and  confent 
to  the  thirty-nine  articles,  and  to  all  and 
every  thing  contained  in  the  book  of  com-* 
mon  prayer,  and  at  the  fame  time  difbelieve 
almoft  all  the  doftrines  contained  in  them  ; 
he  only  means  that  he  is  not  a  Papift,  an 
Anabaptift,  a  Puritan,  or  an  enemy  to  an 
epifcopal  conftitution:  can  any  man  honeft-* 
ly  believe,  that  thefe  were  the  otHy  perfons 
intended  by  the  impofers  of  the  fubfcrip- 
tion,  to  be  prevented  from  entering  into  th? 
church?  If  he  can  believe  this,  he  may  be* 
Jieve  any  thing.     Upon  thefe  principles,* 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Prieftley  himfelf,  has  only  to  overcome 
his  averfion  to  the  epifcopal  part  of  the 
conftitution,  and  he  may,  notwithftanding 
his  rooted  difbelief  of  almoft  every  article 
the  church  inculcates,  fubfcribe  to  all,  and 
be  one  of  her  very  orthodox  members. 
What  we  fhould  think  of  the  Do6lor  iii 
fuch  a  cafe,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  but 
what  he  has  given  us  leave  to  think  of  hiiii, 
we  may  fee  by  referring  to  the  13th  of  his 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  Birmingham,  in 
which  he  makes  ufe  of  a  word  which  I  do 
not  think  proper  to  repeat. 

There  are  others  who  fubfcribe  the  arti- 
cles as  "  articles  of  peace ;''  that  is,  they 
agree,  although  they  do  not  believe  the  itia*- 
jor  part,  not  to  oppofe  them.  A  chriftian 
minifter  thus  goes  into  the  church,  and  fa- 
tisfies  his  confcience  for  having  fubfcribed 
to  what  he  does  not  believe,  hecaufe  he  does 
not  openly  declare  his  unbelief.  The  doc-^ 
trines  of  the  church  may  thus  remain  a  dead 
letter:  whether  they  are  true  or  falfe,  his 
hearers  may  find  out  as  well  as  they  can, 
for  he  his  totally  filent  on  the  fubjeft.  Mr. 
Paley  countenances  this  fpecies  of  grofs 
prevarication :  but  when  he  and  other  dig- 
nitaries of  the  church,  preach  peace  in  this 

manner 
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manner  to  the  confciences  of  ,tlieir  brethrett> 
we  may  juftly  reply  in  the  language  of  the 
prophet^  "  Ye  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the 
•*  daughter  of  God's  people  flightly,  faying, 
**  peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace  *. 

Others  fubfcribe  with  the  mental  referva-* 
^  tion,  as  far  as  they  are  agreeable  to  the  word 
«*  of  God  C  that  is,  they  give  their  unfeign-* 
cd  affent  and  confent  to  the  whole  thirty- 
nine  articles,  and  if  they  believe  but  one, 
and  diibelieve  the  remaining  eight  and  thir- 
ty, as  they  ftill  believe  the  whole,  fo  far  as 
they  are  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
their  confciences  are  fafe;  and  men  who 
thus  equivocate,  call  themfelves  minifters  of 
the  gofpel  -f  I 

There 

•  Every  one,  fays  a  late  bifliop  of  Briftol,  (Dr*  Conybearc) 
who  fubfcribes  the  articles  of  religion,  does  thereby  engage. 
Dot  only  noi  fo  diffute  $r  contradict  thenty  but  his  fubfcription 
amounts  to  an  approbation  of  and  an  affent  to  the  truth  of 
the  dodrines  therein  contained,  in  the  very  fenfe  in  which 
the  compilers  are  fuppofed  to  have  underftood  them.  Con- 
feflional,  p.  194. 

t  In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  there  was  a  judgment 
given  in  common  law,  as  follows :  one  Smith  fubfcribed  to 
the  articles  with  this  zMitxon^  fo  far  forth  as  thejanu  were 
tigreiahk  to  the  word  of  Gad;  whereupon  it  was  refolved  by 
fFray^  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  Bench g  and  all  thejudger  of 

England, 
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There  are  others  who  inform  us,  that  by 
this  fubfcription  they  do  not  mean  an  inward 
and  entire  approbation  of  the  fentiments^i 
but  only  an  approbation  of  ufe:  that  is,  al- 
though they  dilbelieve  many  of  the  arti- 
cles, and  difapprove  of  many  parts  of  the 
common  prayer,  they  agree  to  the  conftant 
ufe  of  both.  That  legiflative  authority 
however,  which  impofed  the  fubfcription, 
has  twice  expreffed  its  difapprobation  of 
fuch  an  equivocating  interpretation*.     But 

if 

England,  that  this  fubfcription  was  not  according  to  thd 
ftatute  of  13  Elizabeth,  becaufe  the  ftatute  required  an  a^« 
ffilute  fubfcription^  and  this  fubfcription  made  it  conditional^ 
and  that  this  z&.  was  made  for  avoiding  diverfity  of  opi- 
nions, &c.  and  by  this  addition,  the  party  might  by  his  own 
private  opinion,  take  fome  of  them  to  be  againft  the  word  of 
God,  and  by  this  means  diverfity  of  opinions  (hould  not  be 
avoided,  which  was  the  f cope  of  the  Jlatute,  and  the  very  aft 
itfelf  made  touching  fubfcription  of  none  eiFed.  Confef'* 
fional,  p.  169.  2  Edition.  It  is  to  be  wiflied  that  the  clergy 
would  again  try  this  method,  to  fee  whether  the  law  would 
allow  of  their  falvos ;  it  would  be  much  better  than  pub* 
lifhing  them  in  books ;  but  perhaps  it  might  not  \k prudent^ 

♦  **  We  the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled,  do 
^'  claim,  proteft,  and  avow  for  truth,  the  sense  of  the  ar« 
'<  ticles  of  religion,  which  were  eftablifhed  by  parliament, 
^  in  the  13th  year  of  our  late  queen  Elizabeth,  which  by 
<<  the  public  adi  of  the  church  of  England,  an4  by  the  ^ 
^*  neral  and  current  expofitions  of  the  vmters  of  our  church, 
*«  have  been  delivered  unto  us  j  and  we  rejeft  the  fenfe  of 

<«thc 


if  it  had  iiot,  hdw  is  it  poflible  a  confcieii-» 
tious  clergyman  ftiduld  go  on  all  his  life 
iifing  a  liturgy*  many  of  the  fentimeffts  of 
which  he  difapproves;  worfhipping  Al* 
mighty  God  with  his  lips,  while  his  heart? 
is  liot  only  far  from,  but  averfe  to  the  very  ^ 
language  he  is  offering.  I  will  not  fay,  that 
a  minifter  in  the  purer  ages  of  the  churchy 

•*  the  Jefuifs,  and  Armtmans,  and  all  others,  wherein  they 
••  differ  from  us."     ConfefRonal,  o.  130. 

In  the  year  1663,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  paffed  there,  entitled  "  An  aft  for  relief  of 
«•  fuch  {jerfons,  as  by  ficknefs  or  other  impediments,  wercJ 
*<  difabled  from  fubfcribing  the  declaration  iri  the  aft  of 
<*  uniformity  and  explanation  of  pirt  of  the  faid  aft."  This . 
bill  after  being  read  twice  iti  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ttas  fent 
to  a  committee,  where  thfe  following  claufe  was  propofed,- 
**  That  the  declaration  of  afleht  arid  confent  ih  the  faid  aft^ 
*«  (hall  be  underftood  only  as  to  the  praftlcc  and  obcdiencd 
**  of  the  faid  aft,  and  not  otherwife."  This  claufe  vrzt 
agreed  to,  not  without  a  Itrong  proteft^  But  when  the  bill 
thus  amended,  was  fent  to  the  Commons,  it  was  objefted 
to,  and  after  a  conference  with  the  Houft  of  Lords  'in  which 
it  was  declared  by  oiie  of  the  Commons,  that  the  claufe  had 
ieither  juftice  or  prudence  in  it)  that  Houfe  pafled  the  bilt 
without  the  claufe.  Thus  it  is  the  declared  fe^ife  of  the  le- 
giflature,  that  the  unfeigned  aflent  and  confent  relates  not 
only  to  the  ufe,  but  to  the  inward  and  entire  approbation  of 
all  and  every  thing  as  exprefled  in  the  fubfcription.  Lord's 
Journals.  Vol.  XL  p.  564—579,  Commons  Journals; 
Vol.  Vin.  p.  526—534.  •  - 

would 
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would  have  run  the  hazard  of  being  turned 
but  of  the  church  for  fuch  grofs  prevarica- 
tion^  but  this  I  will  fay,  that  a  man  who 
could  carry  on  a  fimilar  farce  in  com- 
hion  life,  might  think  himfelf  well  off,  if 
when  he  was  difcovered  he  was  not  driven 
from  all  honpft  fociety. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  ways  in  which  men 
fubfcribe  to  a  liturgy,  and  to  articles  agreed  * 
upon  **  for  avoiding  diverfities  of  opinions 
"and  for  eftablifhing  confent  concerning 
"  true  religion  ;*'  thefe  are  the  methods  by 
which  they  have  chofen  to  comply  with  the 
direftiohs  exprefled  in  the  declaration  pre- 
fixed to  the  articles,  **  of  continuing  in  the 
**  uniform  profeffion.  of  them,  without  the 
**  leaft  difference,  or  varying  from  them  in 
"  the  leaft  degree/'  Thefe  are  the  modes 
of  interpreting  them  "  in  the  true,  ufuaj, 
"  and  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  not  put- 
« ting  their  own  fenfe  or  comment  upon 
"  the  meaning  of  any  article,  but  taking 
'*  them  in  their  literal  and  grammatical 
"  fenfe!"  Thefe  are  the  terms  on  which 
many  of  our  celebrated  divines  hold  their 
preferments.  If  TA^conftitutechriftianity^ 
may  God  preferve  mankind  from  embra- 
cing it!  May  infidelity  triumph  over,  its 
A  a  deftruc*. 
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deftruftion;  No,  this  is  notchriftianity,  but 
a  fyitem  "  without  a  nsm^t"  built  upon.  th« 
f  uins  of  cQimnon  fenfoi  and  oonunon  ho* 

W^  often  hear  of  the  enormity  of  <?uf- 
toro-houfe  oaths,  but  we  will  not  be  rigid 
in  oiu*  cenfures  on  the  poor  wretches,  who 
«i  thftt  theatre  of  mercantile  peijury  fo 
readily  fwallow  down  any  thing  for  money ; 
perhaps  they  are  tolerably  verfed  in  feme  of 
the  ex{danation$  which  have  been  adopted 
by  certain  divines  of  the  church  of  England*. 
,  Dr,  Prieftley  wilhes  "  the  experiment  was 
*.*  made  of  making  thjj  clergy  declare  upon 
'« their  honour,  that  they  believe  the  arti- 

•  The  remarks  of  Dr.  Waterland  concerning  oaths  and 
fubfcriptions,  were  ti/tvet  more  neeeflSuy  to  be  held  up  than 
in  dw  preibnt  day.  '*  The.  prevanditioo  of  iuhfcribing  to 
'•  forms  ivhich  men  believe  not  scoprding  to  the  true  and 
"  proper  fenfe  of  the  words,  and  the  known  intent  of  the 
*'  impofers  and  compilers,  is  in  itfelf  a  bad  thing,  and 
**  would  in  thne,  have  a  very  ilt  efleA  on  the  morals  of  a 
*•  nation.  Ib  iithhr  state  »aths  ok  ths  one 
«<  |IAM9«  OH  C»URe^l  Sir99C»lFT-10N«  ON  ,T««  Q1H»R» 
*«  ONC5  COME  TO  8«  MAOK  WGHT  OP,  AMO  SUftTIb- 
«  TIES  9%  IliVENTEO  TQ  DEFEND  OR  PALLIATE  SUCH 
•«  GROSS  INSINCERITY,  WE  MAY  BID  FAREWB&L  TO 
M  PRIKCIPLIS,  ANIV  RBLIGICO^  n-SBLF  WILL  BB  LIT* 

i*tw  )|i.^»  itt|T  .miflViMP  AT1UUSX.'."  Viodicjutifl* 
!5f;Glwft'*DiKirtUy,  Vol.  I.  Pr^OKfc 
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^  cles  a*  they  are  required  to  do,  in  the  ob- 
^  wicmsy  Ihersl,  and  grammatical  fenfe  of 
<*  the  words,  and  that  they  make  this  deda** 
^^  ration  as  the  fettled  {principle  and  con-» 
^  vi6tion  of  their  heart,  as  they  hope  for 
^'  mercy  from  the  God  of  truth  V  I  fee  no 
kind  of  ufe  in  attempting  llie  experiment* 
Were  men  to  make  fnch  a  declaratbn  ten 
thoiiiand  times  ovefi  difbdieving  at  every 
time  the  major  part  of  it,  if  they  w^e  not 
**  Papifts,  Anitoptifls,  or  Puritans/'  we  find^ 
that  their  minds  might  be  at  eafe.  Even  if 
they  were  included  in  thefe  defcriptions^ 
they  might  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  all 
comprehenfive  plea,  that  the  obfervaoice  of 
fubfcriptions  as  well  as  oaths,  in  fome  cafes 
is  ufekfs,  in  others  inconvenknt^  nnd  in 
others  imprafiicabk-f-. 

This  fubjetS:  is  the  more  diftrelfing  if  we 
^nfider,  that  ibme  of  the  brighteft  orna-* 

*  Faminar  Letters,  Letter  ijtH. 

.  t  This*  Is  too  ferious  a  msftter  for  ridicule,  or  clfe  we 
tnfght.conjefture  that  .thfe'latit^  above-mentioned  was 
lardy  borrowed  from  tte -fiiidi  Tyfiem'^,  theology. 

"^^  He  that  impoles  an  o^th  inakes  it, 

*<  Not  he  that  for  convenience  takes  it : 

**  Theii'how  can  any  man  be  faid, 

••  To  Weak  an  oath  he  never  made?" 

\  Hudibius.    P«rc  2*  Canfio  i. 
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ments  of  the  church  of  England  have  beea 
compelled  to  ftielter  themfelves,  under  the 
miferable  fubterfuges  we  have  expofed. 
Bifhop  Hoadly,  Doctors  Clarke  and  Jortin, 
(not  to  mention  many  others)  whofe  fer- 
nlons,  writings,  and  lives,  proclaimed  them, 
in  moft  refpedts,  excellent  men,  who  ear- 
neiftly  defired  a  reform  in  the  church ;  were 
all  guilty,  of  this  prevarication.  We  are 
likewife  compelled,  however  difagree^ble, 
to  apply  the  fame  remark  to  fome  great 
men  now  in  the  church.  Who  that 
has  heard  the  fermohs,  or  read  the  vmt- 
ingsof.  Doftor  Watfon,  Bilhop  of  Lan- 
daff,  and  has  b6en  improved  and  charmed 
with  thofe  enlightened,  liberal,  and  evange- 
lical fentiments  by  which  they  are  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguifhed,  but  muft  lament  that 
fuch  a  man  continues  the  fupporter  of  a 
church,  many  of  whofe  articles,  though  he 
has  often  fubfcribed  with  his  hand,  he  has 
often  dilTented .  from  in  his  heart.  Who 
that  has  read  the. writings,  fo  excellent  on 
various  accounts,  of  Archdeacon  Paley,  but 
muft  •  equally  lament,  that  any  of  them 
fhould '  contain  fuch  difgraceful  fentiments 
s&  we  have  animadverted  upon.  Never 
furely  were  fome  ofbi^  own  obfervations  more 
'  V      :  '.  :.  applicable 
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applicable  than  on  the  prefent  occaTidtu 
Though  fome  purpdes  of  order  and  tran- 
"  quillity  may  be  anfwered  by  the  efta- 
"  blilhment  of  creeds  and  confeffions,  yet 
**  they  are  at  all  times  attended  with  ferious 
"  inconveniences.  Tbey  check  enquiry;  they 
"  violate  liberty ;  they  ensnare  the  con- 
"  sciences  of»  the  clergy  by  holding 
"  out  temptations  to  prevarication  ; 
*^  howwer  they  may  exprefs  the  perfuafion, 
«  or  be  accommodated  to  thecontroverfies,op 
"  to  the  fears  of  the  age  in  which  they  are 
compofed,  in  prpcefs  of  time,  and  by  rea- 
"  fon  of  the  changes  which  are  wont  tq 
^'  take  place  in  the  Judgment  of  majfikind 
**  upon  religious  fubjedts,  thfey  come  at 
**  length  to  contradi6l  the  a6lual  opinions 
"  of  the  church,  whofe  do6lrines  they  pro- 
•'  fefs  to  contain*/' 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  evidence  fo 
far  as  we  have  proceeded.  We  have  prefu- 
med  on  good  authority,  that  fmce  the  laft  a6t 
of  uniformity  took  place,  out  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  clergymen,  twenty-fix  thoufand  **  the 
*'  greater  part''  have  fuWcribed  their  un-, 
feigned   aflent    and    confent   to    articlesj^ 

♦  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy.  Vol.  11. 
p.  320. 
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^thcmt  having  examined  them.  W^nwty 
now  add,  that  on  a  moderate  computation; 
tw>  thirds  of  the  remainder,  that  is  fixteen 
thoufandj  having  examined  the  articles,  have 
under  the  various  falvos  befiore-mentioned,' 
fiibfcribed  the  fame  unfeigned  affent  and 
corifent,  while  at  the  fame  time  they  difbe^ 
lieved  many  of  the  doctrines  ccmtained  in 
them. 

Mdanchdy  as  this  fubjeft  is  to  dweH 
up<m  (and  it  cannot  be  mcwe  fo  to  the  rea- 
der than  to  the  writer)  juftice  requires  that 
we  Ihoiild  not  yet  leave  it.  Let  us  now  turrt 
our'attentbn  to  the  remainder  of  the  clergy; 
that  is  to  about  a  fixth  part  who  have  pro-« 
feffedat  kaft  to  fubfcribe  theartickshoneftlyi 
agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  compilers.' 
The  clergy  who  corapofe  this  clafe  are  ufu- 
ally  divided  into  two  parties :  the  Arminiari 
and  the  Calviniftic.  Although,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  every  article  is  required  to 
be  fubfcribed  in  the  plain  and  full  meaning 
thei^f,  in  the  literal  and  grammatical  ifenfe ; 
{h'ange  to  t«^l  it  has  been  for  more  than  a 
century  part,  a  matter  of  controverfy,  what 
this  fenfe  is,  and  though 'the  compilers  of 
the  articWs.were  Calvinifts,  and  a  vaft  ma- 
jority of  the  clergy  for  near  a  century  ^ter* 
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wards  were  of  the  fame  fentiniefrts,  yet  an 
almoft  total  revolution  has  fince  taken  place  { 
a  Calviniftic  niinifter  is  now  a  rarity  hi  the 
church ;  iand  I  believe  I  may  fafely  affirm, 
that  fmce  the  days  of  good  Bifhop  Beve- 
ridge  we  have  had  Arminians,  Ariais,  tfj 
not  Socinians:  but  not  0N£  Calvinift  on 
the  Epifcopal  bench*. 

But  as  it  has  been  matter  of  difpute  whe- 
ther the  articles  will  bear  an  Arminian  in- 
terpretation (although  the  queftion  fhould 
in  juftice  be,  whether  the  compilers  meant 
to  allow  fuch  a  latitude)  I  fhall  not  debxite 
the  matter.  Bifhop  Burnet,  one  of  the  beft 
and  moft  honeft  Arminians,  fairly  acknow- 
ledges in  his  famous  expofition  on  the  much 
controverted  feventeenth  article,  th^  th6 
Calvinift  fubfcribes  it  on  the  fafer  fide.  Iii 
fuch  a  ferious  afTah',  when  a  minifter  declares 
**  he  is  inwardly  moved  by  the  holy  fpirit 
*^  of  God,"  is  it  not  beft  to  take  care  to  be 
on  the  fafer  fide,  and  if  he  cannot  in  making 
the  required  declaration,  nraft  it  not  be  the 

moft  fatisfaftbry  to  his  confcience  to  decline 

> 

.  *  The  late  Lord  Chatham's  defcription  of  the  church 
was  a  very  juft  one.  **  A  Popifh  liturgy,  Calvinillical  ar- 
'<  ticles,  and  an  Arminiao-  clergy/' 
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it  altogether*?  Leaving  this  point,  I  muft 
advert  to  another,  which  has  been  attend- 

r 

ed  with  many  difficulties  among  thofe  who 
are  otherwife  agreed ;  I  mean  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity  as  explained,  I  Ihould  have 
faid  perplexed,  in  the  two  creeds ;  the 
^Nicene  and  the  Athanafian,  and  in  which 
fkilful  difputants  have  found  dire6l  contra- 
di6lions.  It  is  to  the  latter  of  thofe  creeds, 
I  fhall  confine  my  remarks. 

With  rcfpedl  to  the  creed  itfelf,  its  very 
appearance  is  in  a  moft  "  queftionable 
^'  fhape/'  If  we  believe  the  generality  of 
learned  men,  it  bears  a  falfehqod  on  the 
face  of  it :  they  inform  us  it  was  never  writ- 
ten by  St.  Athanafius,  and  fiu-ely  they  are 
right,  for  no  Saint  could  ever  have  prefum- 
ed  to  explain  a  myfterious  do^lrine  iri 
fuch  a  manner  as  only  to  involved  it  in 

*  If  the  reader  wiflies  to  fee  in  a  fm^ll  compafs  what 
were  the  fentiments  of  the  compilers  of  the  articles,  he  has 
only  to  reatdj  "  The  church  of  England  vindicated  from 
•*  the  charge  of  Arnvnianifm/*  an  8vo.  pamphlet ;  and 
<*  Hiftoric  Proof  of  the  doftrinal  Calvinifm  of  the  church 
•*  of  England,"  2  vol.  8vo.  Both  the  above  works  were 
written  by  the  late  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Toplady, 
Vicar  of  Broad  Hembury,  Devon.  It  is  a  pity  fomc 
friend  to  the  authour's  memory  does'  Jiot  reprint  the  l?itter, 
leavmg  out  the  perfon^l  afperities  againft  the  late  Mr. 
:^Weflcy. 

^'  darknefs 


*«  darknefs  vifible  f  and  enjoin  the  un- 
wavering belief  of  fuch  an  explanation^ 
under  the  moft  dreadful  denunciations  of 
everlafting  damnation.  It  is  not  to  be 
ivondered  at,  that  our  great  men  in  the. 
church  have  been  alarmed  at  fubfcribing. 
the  creed,  and  that  their  confciences,  have, 
fet  their  ingenuity  to  work  to  help  them, 
out  of  the  dilemma  of  damning  thofe,  who; 
in  their  better  judgments,  they  believe  ^e 
laved. 

Amongft  the  various  champions  of  or- 
thodoxy in  the  prefent  day,  I  believe  no, 
one  will  difpute  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Horfley,  Bi- 
fliop  of  St.  Davids.  (Dr.  Prieftley's  Biftiop) 
In  the  former  part  of  a  controverfy,  which 
has  lately  engaged  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic, it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  amidft 
the  hard  blows  which  the  prelate  gave  the 
philofopher,  he  ftill  difplayed  an  unufual  de- 
gree of  candour,  in  expreffinghis  firm  opini- 
on that  his  opponent  would  finally  be  faved. 
This  appeared  rather  extraordinary,  as  fuch 
a  declaration  was  fo  different  froni  that 
which  he  had  repeatedly  fubfcribed.  He 
was  charged  with  the  inconfiftency.  His 
Lordfliip  waxed  warm ;  but  after  all  his 
epifcopal  airs,  the  heretical  Doctor  at  laft 
compelled  him  to  confefs,  that  he  difap- 
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proved  of  the  damnatory  daufes  of  the 
Athanafian  creed,  and  that  he  only  fub-' 
fcribed  to  the  do^ine  contained  in  it.  In 
other  words,  as  a  divine  of  his  own  church 
will  inform  him,  "  By  fubfcribing  the  whole 
«  creed  he  meant  only  the  middle  and  not 
^'  boib  ends''  To  which  the  fame  divine  adds, 
*  By  parity  of  reafon,  other  men  may  fub- 
^*  fcribe  to  both  ends,  and  not  to  the  middle  *.** 
Well  might  a  noble  authour  obfer\'e,  re- 
fpe6ting  the  bifhop's  prevarication ;  ^*  No 
"  impofition  on  the  underftanding  can  ap- 
^*  pear  to  me  to  be  more  grofs,  than  to  pre- 
^^  tend  tofupport  fuch  an  extravagance -f/* 
As  to  the  uncharitable  claufes  of  the 
ereed,  they  feem  to  have  been  reprobated 
by  the  moft  eminent  men  in  the  church. 
Chillingworth  obferves,  ^*  That  the  damn- 
•'ing  fentences  in  St.  Athanafius's  creed, 

•  Clergyman's  vadc  mccum,  quoted  in  the  Confeflional, 
p.  187. 

i  It  was  loeky  for  the  Bifhop,  that  hh  heterodoxy,  was 
fiot  known  till  after  his  preferment.  If  it  had,  a  certain 
great  taw  Lord  (fo  remarkaBle  for  his  fure  orthodaxyt  ix^ 
emplary  piety  ^  and  chrijiian  meekntfs ;  and  whofe  Jpeech  it 
always  with  grace)  might  not,  perhaps,  have  been  fo  zeal- 
ous a  friend  to  this  defender  of  the  churchi  nor  fo  aftive 
Ia  bis  promocipn,  as  report  fays  he  was« 
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^  (as  we  are  made  to  fubfcribe  it)  are  falfe  j 
"  and  alfo  in  a  high  degree  prdumptuous 
*'  and  fchifmatical/'    <*  Indeed/'  fays  bifliop 
Taylor,  "It  feems  to  rae  very  hard,  to  put 
"  uncharitablenefs  into  the  creed,  and  fo 
"  to  make  it  beoome  as  an  article  of  faith  ; 
"  though  perhaps,  this  very  thing  was  no 
«  faith  of  Athanafius/'    Archbiftidp  Til- 
lotfon  wifhed  the  church  was  well  rid  of 
the   creed  *.     Many  of  our  modern  dig- 
nitaries,  it  is  well  known,  diflike   every 
part  of  it,  and  I  believe  there  is  hardly 
9  clergyman  to  be  found,  who  will  be  bold 
enough  to  attempt  a    vindication  of  its 
damnatory  fentences :  and  yet  all  thefe  men 
have  folemnly  fubfcribed  the  whole  of  it, 
and  it  is  ftill  ordered  to  be  read,  thirteen 
times  every  year,  in  every  parifli  church  iij 
England  and  Ireland. 

Let  us  now  proceed  with  our  evidence, 
and  as  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  gene- 
rality of  even  the  feriouspart  of  the  clergy 
have  fubfcribed  the  articles  in  an  Armi«» 
nian  fenfe^  we  may  fafely  aflert  that  of  the 

.  *  Hints,  &c«  fubmilted  to  the  (erious  attention  of  tho 
clergy,  nobility,  and  gentry,  newly  aflbciated :  faid  to  be 
written  by  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  p,  33 — ^34.     . 
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elafi  vre  are  now  oonfidering  (the  eight 
tfaoufand)  three  parts  out  of  four  have  noi 
made  their  fubfcription  in  the  plain^  litoal, 
grammatical  fenfe  of  the  oompilers;  fothat 
the  number  of  clergymen  who  have  fub- 
fcribed  for  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
as  ori^nally  intended,  appears  to  have  been 
not  more  than  two  thoufand,  out  of  fifty 
thoufand. 

I  now  b^  leave  to  addrefs  for  a  moment 
our Calviniftic  clergy;  thofe  who  imagine 
themfelves  righteous  in  this  bufinefs;  who 
afie6l  to  compare  themfelves  with  the  re- 
formers of  the  church  of  England ;  who 
profeis  to  fubfcribe  in  the  feireft  and  fulleft 
manner,  and  who  are,  in  their  ferraons  and 
their  writings,  unmercifully  fevere  on  all 
their  l»'ethern  who  fuWcribe  differently  fi^om 
themfelves.  Thefe  gentlemen  will,  Thop^ 
forgive  me  for  afking  them :  Have  you  a 
right  to  afiume  fuch  high  toned  language 
as  you  ufually  do  ?  Do  you  not  appear  in 
the  moft  difadvantageous  light  when  you 
compare  yourfelves  with  the  reformers  ?— 
Thofe  great  and  good  men,  though  juft 
immerged  from  the  darkneis  of  popery,  ap- 
pear to  have  poffeffed  fouls  much  fuperi- 
bur  to  yours.    Their  views  were  far  more 

elevated. 


I  365,  1 

elevated.  They  confeiTed  their  work  was/ 
very  imperfedt ;  they  lamented  they  could 
not  go  farther ;  they  hoped  their  fucceffours 
v\rould  have  carried  on  the  great  defign  of 
reforming  the  qhurch.  Let  it  never  be  for- 
gotten, they  were  not  the  framers  of  the 
prefent  fubfcription ;  they  never  refigned 
their  chriftian  liberty  fo  far  as  you  have ; 
and  we  have  reafon  to  believei  from  the 
account  we  have  of  their  fentiments,  that 
were  they  now  living,  they  would  join 
the  Non-conformifts  in  protdling  againft 
the  prefent  church  of  England,  But  gen- 
tlemen, the  queftion  at  prefent  is  not,  wha^ 
were  the  fentiments  of  the  reformers,  but 
what  are  your  own  fentiments  concerning 
your  fubfcription  ?  You  have  folemnly,  in 
the  prefence  of  that  God,  who  fearches  the 
heart,  and  who  abhors  all  prevarication— ;• 
In  the  prefence  of  his  holy  angels — In  the 
face  of  the  church — declared  your  "  Un- 
"  feigned  affent  and  confent  to  all  and  every 
'^  thing  contained  in  the  articles  and  in  (he 
**  book  of  conunon-prayer/'  Forgive  me 
for  prefuming  to  alk  you,  (or  rather  for 
requeftirig  you  to  afk  yourfelves)  on  fo  very 
important  a  fubje6l — Do  you  unfeignedly 
give  this  alTent  and  confent  to  all  and  every 
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Snr^T  What,  is  there  not  one  propofition  In 
all  thfe  thirty-nine  articles— 'Not  me  ^ng  in 
the  whole  book  of  feommoh-prayer— Not 
mefentiment  either  in  the  office  of  baptifm^ 
or  in  that  of  vifiting  th^  fick,  or  in  the  bu- 
Hal  fervice,  as  it  is  indifcriminately  ufcd— 
IWot  me  apocryphal  leflbn  which  you  are 
ordered  to  read — ^Not  a  Jinglt  thing  in  the 
livhole  liturgy  which  you  difapprov^,  and 
to  which  you  do  not  give  this  aflent  Mkd 
confent?  Impoflible!  You  inuft  diffent 
From  and  difapprove  of  many  things,  be- 
taufeyou  are  poflefled  of  common  ftnfe, 
common  honefty,  and  common  chriftianity*  I 
Let  us  now  draw   the  neceffary   con- 

'    clufion 

•  To  expoTe  the  cnroMf s  w&ich  evwy  thoughtful  man 
mud  ackncmrled^  aboond  in  our  articles  aod  IHurgf^ 
^Kvottld  lequire  &  volume,    I  ihall  ooly  glance  at  a  very  fe»r^ 

With  refpe<a  to  the  oj^fice^OF  ba.ptism,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  fay  whether,  as  it  is  commonly  performed,  it  is 
more  ridiculous,  or  profane.  What  is  the  doty  of  fjpon- 
fi»Sy  or,  ais^ejr  aire  catted;  god-fathers  and  goJ-mochers? 
J[>r,  Nichols  inforfns  ws,  iheU  thi  Jureties  in  kaptipn  nUgi* 
M'^Jfy  engage  far  the  faith  af  the  baptffedy  that  theyfiallfot* 
eercly  believe  all  that  is  revealed  in  the  gofpely  and  Jbalt  direSf 
the  fubfequent  aSfloniof  their  lives  hy,  the  Imvs  of  Chrijf* 
Kow  the  lead  that  cart  be  expefled  of  'fuch  perfens  is> 
that  ihey  ftouid  lake.  tb^.  cipc^Uaa  of  .thp  cSiJrcB  for 
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4bnclurion  from  the  evidence  we  havepro-» 
<luced ;  and  (hocking  as  it  muft  betto  the 

feelings 

\ihom  they  are  fureties,  into  their  own  hands*  This. 
however,  is  never  done ;  and  was  it  to  be  attempted,  all 
pn^nt  parents  would  foon  forbid  thefe  fponfors  their' 
l^oufe*  This  charge,  which  in  words  is  fo  very  feriousy 
15  in  reality,  nothing  but  form.  Sometimes  the moflaban^ 
doped  profligates  iland  on  the  occaflon.  Sometinies  pro* 
Ssiled  iniidcls  engage  in  the  ierious  work.  Many  perfona 
take  the  ofSce  upon  them,  who  know  that  it  is  impoflible 
f  ver  to  fulfil  a  fingle  duty  of  it.  To  render  abfiirdity  it- 
felf,  if  polTible,  Sill  more  abfurd,  thefe  fponfors  are  often 
xeprefented  by  proxies.  So  that  the  proxies  promife  foe 
the  fponfors^  who  promife  for  the  child.  Even  his  Ma- 
IE8TY,  is  called  from  aiFair^  of  (late,  and  our  gm- 
cious  QuEEV,  from  domedic  cares  ;  and  his  Royal 
HighaefstJie  Prxnce  of  Wales  from  his  pleafures,  to 
*'  promife  a^d  vow  for  the  chikiren  of  our  nobility^  that 
*^  they  Qxdii  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  and 
^  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  wicked  work!."  This  is 
called  religion ! 

In  the  OFFICE  FOR  VISITING  THE  SICK,  the  abfolu- 
tlon  is  .as  ihocking  popery  as  can  be  found  in  the  mafs* 
book.  Dr.  Stebbing  in  *'  His  Inftru^Uons  of  a  Parifli 
'*  MiivAer,"  owns  That  thi  da^rim  (f  Jaccrdatal  abjduiion 
Hi  n9  foundation  in  Scriptun.  That  thepapijb  form  ht  wr 
office  for  vijiting  the  fuky  thcpapifti  form  9farSnatiw  alfo^ 
ttn  both  noyMa  wtimtun  to  tha  chwrthfor  thtfrfi  thaufand 
ytars  ;  and  thaf  it  is  mush  to  he  mfbtd  they  x^ere  aitend^ 
that  dijfertte^s  might  find  kfs  mattsr  for  cmfun^  and  infidels 
for  profane  raillery.  Bijbop  Bull  (the  Doftor  adds)  me  cf 
At  aUffi  fieimbsri  and  thtjiawfchji  ebwxhrnat,  and  tbt.bejt 
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fedings  of  every  friend  to  truth  or  virtue#  ' 
the  fa^  muft  bfe  declared,  that  the  heavy 

charge 

Chriftians  of  his  time,  wh^n  he  was  on  hit  death-bed^  refujtd 
to  have  this  form  read. 

The  Burial  Service  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  fincft 
forms  ever  compofed,  I  have  never  heard  it  read  (even 
in  the  wretched  manner  it  too  often  is)  without  being 
afieded.  But  fuch  is  the  ftrong  aifurance  exprefled  of  the 
final  iiate  of  the  deceafed,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  read  but 
over  thofe  whofe  fentiments,  and  whofe  lives  have  pro-' 
claimed  them  to  be  firft  rate  chriftians ;  and  yet  let  ther 
deceafed  have  been  an  atheift  or  an  infidel,  or  a  pmfiigate 
of  almoft  any  defcription ;  although  there  has  been  no  evi- 
dence of  any  alteration  of  his  faith  or  manners,  yet  tho 
officiating  clergyman,  heartily  thanks  God  for  havings  in  his. 
great  mercy,  taken  to  himf elf  the  foul  of  his  dear  brother^  and 
eameflly  prays  that  His  foul  may  reji  in  Chrifi,  as  his 
hope  rs  this  his  brother  doth.  This  praftice  is  juftly  faty- 
rized  in  thofe  famous  lines  written  on  Bifhop  AtterbUry's 
reading  the  fervice  over  a  profligate  infidel  Duke  of  his 
time,  who  died  in  deipair.  ^ 

•*  I  have  no  hope— ^the  Duke  he  cried,  and  died. 

"  Infure  and  certain  hope — the  prieft  replied. 

*•  Of  thefe  two  learned  peers,  I  pry  thee  fay  man, 

<«  Which  was  the  greateft  knave,  the  priett  or  layman  } 

••  The  Duke  he  dies  an  infidel  confeft  : 

"  He'«  our  dear  brother,  fays  the  lordly  prieft. 

**  Though  infidd,  ftill  brother  dear  he  cries^ 

"  And  who  dare  fay  the  rev'rend  prelate  lies?'* 

Withrtfpeft  toihe  AjPpCRYfHAL  Lessons^  fome  of 

them 


chaffge^  grofs  prevarii^ationf  lies  on  thU 

Vihdk  body  of  the  clergy.    Yes,  gentlftnen, 

Bb  whatever 

them  contain  bpdi  abfurdities  and  falfitiejs.  I  was  cmdi* 
ibiy  infonzied  that  an  eminent  clergyniani  not  aQ  hundred 
miles  fiom  Black-friars^  was  Co  difgufted  with  oue  pf  tttfs 
Jeflbns  which  his  curate  had  read  in  cpurf<p,  th^t  he  (the 
i^dor)  could  not  help  Oiewing  in  his  fermop,  ithat-di%iift 
to  his  congregation,  by  exclaiming  ;  This  is  not  Uh  thai 
great  Ue  wbicb  ytmjuji  heard  from  thedejk.  This  worthy 
.and  laborious  xninifler,  forgot  that  he  and  his  cnra^  had 
both  given    their   unfeigned   a£R:nt  and   confent  tp  the 

The  CEMMOMV   OF    C0NJIfIRKAT20^,  JA  Ui^O  f^ 

as  it  is  performed^  tends  (adly  to  delude  th^  fopls  of  ms»* 
The  bifhop  dfsclares  tp  <prod  <'  Ttwit  h^  has  regen^tcd 
/<  thefe  his  fervanu  by  wa^  and  ^he  Holy  <jhofl:>  and 
**  given  them  the  forgjlvene&  0i  all  ^)«9ir  fins;'*  and  0im 
Jaying  his  hand  on  their  hea4s,  *<  certiFIB8»  by  tfiat 
.<'  fign  xyi  vGod's  fovour  and  gracious  gopdoi^rs  tows^ 
^*  him,*'  How  this  ceremony  is  too  J^\m  pexformed^a 
Clergyman  of  the  prefent  fday  acquaints  u|*  ^  In  pne 
"  diocefs  where  thcie  ha4  t^Qcn  no  co^rnoatiofi  for  tc» 
«  years^  and  which  was  lU  taft  perforiXMtd  4>y  la  ioragri 
<<  bUhop,  the  aflembly  jbd^g  very  tumukupMSj  <tbe  hiftpp'is 
*'  chaplain  commanded  ^n/^pr,  Jiience.  But  as  ^  mob  did 
^*  not  obey)  this  gentteman  marked  one  of  ^&  wb)>  firef- 
<<  fed  forward,  and  feizing  his  wig,  tbi^^nr  it  }fromiJ^» 
<<  This  turned  the  ch^urcb  iuto  d  perfirjft  Jioar-gaiden^** 
«<  At  another  cQofirmaMofit^  fays  our  auj^ipirj  <*  J  wa»thr 
^  mly  |)arochial  qltigyn^an  Bfe(em  ;  I  aCt^l^Wwris  iiouod^l 
<<  mig^t  have  faved  ^yfelf  idat  mwlAe.  It  va9  mm^tfA^ 
^<  cd  in  the  following  manner.    When  as  many  candi* 

dates^ 


.'Whatever  oflBce  you  may  hold  in  the  church, 
.from  an  archbifliop  to  a  curate — ^whatever 

you 

''  dates  Mrac  ^icd  befbft  the  comiiiiiiiion  nil,  H^  it  was 
"  capable  of  holdingt  the  attending  chaplain,  in  a  kind  of 
«•  half-whitper,  gave  the  word  of  command.  lur^  pur 
**  heads  chfe  together.  But  as  the  youths  had  not  been 
*'  previoufly  difclplined,  they  (eemed  not  to  undcrftand 
**  what  it  was  that  was  required  of  them.  The  chap- 
'^  bun,  dieiefoie,  affifted  in  bringing  their  heads,  not  with« 
"  out  violence,  (bme  to  the  right  hand,  and  (bme  to  the 
-^^  left,  into  dole  contad.  By  which  means  tbe  bifliop, 
'<  Qneading  out  tlie  fingers  of  each  hand,  touched  foilr 
-«  heads  at  a  time:  and  as  he  and  his  chapUn  became 
**  moie  pradifed,  diey  were  fometimes  happy  enough  to 
**  bring  duee  heads  into  a  kind  of  triangular  pofition,  and 
-^  (b  difjpatchcd  five,  or  if  they  were  extraordinary  lucky, 
^<  fix  perfbns  at  a  tinoe.  It  was,  indeed,  a  mod  indecent 
^«  (cene,  and  I  turned  from  it  in  difguft/'  Jn  addrzjs  t§ 
his  grace  the  Archbijbap  of  Canterbury ^  £^r.  by  a  country 
eUrgyman,  p.  44—45- 

Although  I  do  not  find  in  the  book  of  common-prayer, 
4lHy  fervice  for  the  consecration  of  churches  and 
CHORCR  YARDS,  yet  I  Cannot  help  laying  a  word  or  two 
fefpeding  the  latter,  as  it  is  by  all  true  churchmen  reckon- 
ed an  affair  of  great  importance. 

It  Ibmedmes  happens  that  when  a  piece  of  ground  is 
chofen  by  the  pariflt  officers,  as  a  burial  place,  there  is  a 
ftninge  neg^eft  in  not  having  it  confecrated  be&ue  any  bo- 
dies are  depofited.  I  remember  this  circumftance  gave 
great  uneafine(s  in  a  parifli  in  the  weft  ot  England.  The 
clergy  had  a  v^by  fummoned,  and  it  was  oioved  that  the 

bifliop 


you  call  yourfelves  ;  Calvinifts  or  Armini-^ 

ans,  Arians  or  Socinians,  Trinitarians  or 

B  b  s  Unitarians—- 

bifliop  (hould  be  fent  for  to  perform  the  neceflary  cere- 
mony. One  of  the  church-wardens,  with  a  very  ferious; 
countenance,  addrefled  the  gentlemen  affembled  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport ;  "  Although  he  was  truly  concerned  that 
"  the  remains  of  any  of  the  parilhioners  (hould  be  dep6fit- 
"  ed  in  unholy  ground  ;  yet  unfortunately,  the  parifh  was 
«*  fo  over-burthened  with  rates,  that  if  the  biihop  and  his 
**  train  of  officers  were  feht  for ;  an  additional  rater  muft 
««  be  levied  to  anfwer  the  expence  :  That  in  this  dilemma 
•*  he  had  thought  of  a  method  which  he  hoped  would  fa- 
**  tisfy  the  confciences  of  his  brethren,  and  at  the  fame 
«*  time  render  a  formal  confecration  unneceffary.  He, 
**  therefore  propofed  to  fend  the  fexton  to  a  neighbouring- 
**  church-yard^  where  he  might  procure  leveral  wheel- 
**  barrows  full  of  holy  mouldy  which  might  be  flrewed 
**  over  the  new  burying-ground.  That  he  did  not 
••  doubt  this  holy  mould  would  foon  impart  its  virtues  ta 
*«  Jthe  reft  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  whole  ground  would 
•<  be  completely  confecrated."  This  addrefs  had  the  moft 
happy  effefts,  in  quieting  the  fcrupulous  confciences  of  the 
parifhioners ;  and  they  had  wit  enough  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  confecration.  I  Ihall  expeft  the  thanks  of  the 
public  for  the  above  communication,  which  I  truft,  will 
have  due  weight  with  thofe  whom  it  may  concern. 

When  I  confider  that  thefe*  with  a  variety  of  other 
ceremonies,  which  might  be  mentioned  in  our  church  efta- 
blilhment,  are  obftinately  perfifted  in  and  ftifBy  contended 
for,  under  the  pretence  tha$  all  alterations  are  dangerous  to 
diurch  and  ftate,  I  own  I  am  at  a  I0&  yrhich  of  the  an«^ 

cient 
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Ubhwritos-^High  diurcfam^n,  of  haw 
l^rdhite^ ;  MethodiXts,  Awakened  eler^y 
Gofpel  fire^hers,  or  Rational  preachers-^ 
If  you  have  declared  that  you  unfeignedly 
beikve  whttt  yoti  do  Not  unfeignedly  believe, 
Inhere  i!S  one  indidlriient  to  which  you  muft 
ain  plead  guilty  ;  you  have  entered  into  the 
church  at  that  door  by  which  Annanias  and 
Sapphira  were  turned  out ;  you  are  pre*ari- 
catbrs  in  the  fight  of  God ;  and  as  long  &s 
you  continue  in  the  cburchiholdinganycrfHce 
oremolument  whatever,  by  virtue  ofadeck** 
lation  whithyoudonot  ft^y  afienttOfYeUgi** 
dus  prevaricationl^fts  ftjjon  your  foiils !  1 1 

Oent'phik>rophers  to  imitate,  HeracUtus  or  Dtmocrkus^  -the 
one  who  wept,  or  the  other  who  laughed  at*  the  follies  t>C 
ttuuikind  : 

-  *•  To  laugh  were  want  of  decency  and  gracfe; 
<<  Butio  be  gfave  exceeds  all  {Wwer  cAfyitT* 

*T^t  whole  fubjefl,  however,  aSbrds  a  ftriking^commeirt 
on  a  remark  of  the  late  Dr.  'Lardner,  upon  foihe  paflages  of 
an  early  heathen  writer  (Zofimus)  and  with  which  I  fliall 
conclude  this  note :  <<  We  have  here  another  proof  that  the 
^*  change  of  religion  was  continuallyj  upon  all  occafions 
''  reprcfented  as  hazardous  to  the  ftate :  And  we  may  £ir- 
^^  ther  obfervei  that  ho  religion  can  be  fo  abfurd'and  unresi* 
'<  ibnablei  eJpedaBywhin  it  has  been  efiablijhed,  and  of  a  la^g 
<<  Hmi9  that  will  not  find  men  of  good  abilities,  not  only 
•<  to  fdUtaii  oiid  ixcufe^  hu  idfo  to  approve  and  jujitjy  its 
¥  inatf/l  abfurditiis. 

laidner's  Work^  vol.  IX.  p.  58.  new  edition. 

In 


In  fuch  a  deplorable  fituation  furely  1% 
WQul4  be  happy  fqr  the  clergy  could  they 
prevail  on  the  legiflature  to  reverie  the  fijihr 
fcription,  and  to  let  it  run,  "  I  do  not  give 
•*  piy  unfeigned  affent  and.  confent,  &c/* 
There  is  hardly  a  m^n  who  woi^ld  npt,  at 
once,  acknowledge,  there  were  f^veral 
things  in  the  articles,  and  in  the  common*- 
prayer,  very  pbjeftionable.  The  clergy 
might  then  fubfcribe  ex  ammo,  and  be  eafy 
in  their  confciences  without  having  reoourfi^ 
to  apologies,  which  I  doubt  not  are  in  their 
mod  ferious  moment  s,  as  unfatisfa^^ory  tQ 
themfelves,  as  they  are  to  others^. 

And  what  has  the  church  gained  by 
fuch  a  fubfcription  ?  To  overbalance  tl» 
evils  it  has  occ^fioned,  the  advantagfss  ought 
to  be  almoft  infinite.  Has  it  hiiKlere4  d^r 
vq:iijty  of  opinions  ?  No :  fc^rce  ^n  errpur 
has  be^n  broached  out  of  the  churchj  but 

^  H  If  a  ftirm  of  wocds  (fays  a  kte  dignitary)  cannot 
**  he  agreicd  upon,  which  everv  Chriftian  ipimfter  poa^r 

**  fubfcribe  willingly,  and  with  a  good  confcience;  let  ua 

<*  join  in  a  petition  to  the  legiflature,  that  the  exped|ient 

<<  propofed  not  long  ago,  in  one  of  ouf  Q^onthly  pamphlet^t 

*'  may  receive  the  fanftion  of  law  ;  namely,  that  the  arfFaiy 

'<  of  fubfcription  (hould  henceforth  be  confidered  }n  no 

••  other  light,  than  as  An  office  rf  infurance  fof  qur  T^JHc^ 

•'  dvi  frifermmts.     Coiifeflional,  p.  aoi. 
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has  been  defended  in  it.  Nay,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  the  ableft  attacks  on  the 
do6lrines  of  the  articles  have  been  made  by 
their  fworn  defenders.  Much  as  we  have 
heard  of  the  writings  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  and 
however  fanguine  that  gentleman  may  be 
.  from  the  efFe6ls  of  what  he  calls  his  "  great 
^*  work,"  he  may  be  affured,  that  the  ar^ 
rows  which  he  has  levelled  againft  the  ar- 
ticles are  pointlefs,  compared  with  the 
(harper  arrows  ftiot  from  the  quivers  of 
fome  who  have  been  engaged,  aftd  libe- 
rally paid,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  de- 
fending them  *. 

Has  the  fubfcription  produced  uniformity?. 
Yes  ;  a  uniformity  of  deceit,  diffimulation, 
and  prevarication,  but  no  other  uniformity 
whatever.  .The  truth  is,  however  extra- 
ordinary it  may  appear,  the  diffenters  from 
the, church  have  been  the  conftant,  and!  the 
beft  prefervers  of  its  moll  valuable  doc- 
trines. A  large  majority  of  them  have  al- 
ways been,  and  are  ftill  moderate  Calvi- 

♦  Whoever  has  read  the  *<  Eflay  on  Spirit,"  by  Bilhop 
Clayton;  "  The  Confe/fional,*^  by  Archdeacon  Blackburnei 
and  "  Ben  Mordecai's  Letters,"  by  Mr.  Taylor  (the  Plu- 
ralift)  not  to  mention  others,  will  very  readily  join  me  ia 
the  above  ailertion, 

'niftsi 
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nifts;  fp  that  therfe  has  been  much  more 
do&rinal unifprmity  out  of  tlie  church,  than. 
in  it  *. 

Were  we  to  take  a  view  of  other  Ptotef- 
tant  churches,  we  fhould  not  find  one  of 
them  difgraced  with  a  fimilar  fubfcription. 
Although  we  muft  confefs  the  Prel^yterian 
churches  of  Scotland,  and  Holland,  are  too 
ftri<a  in  their  fubfcriptions,  yet  they  are 
not  fo  unreafonably  ftri6l  as  the  church  of 
England;  their  minifters  are,  however, 
much  more  uniform  iri  their  fentiments,  and 
hi  their  preaching.  One  reafon  of  this  is, 
the  people  give  themfelves  fo  much  con- 
cern about  religion,  as  not  to  fuffer  their 
pallors  to  fubfcribe  one  fet  of  do6irines,' 
and  preach  another.  Although  fubfcrip- 
tions to  articles  of  religion  have  always 
done  more  harm  than  good,  yet  thofe  who 
contend  for  their  impofition,  ought  to  take 

♦  See  this  plainly  proved  in  "  The  Calvinifm  of  Ac 
Protcftant  diflenters  affcrted,"  by  Mr.  S.  Palmer.  Not^ 
widiltanding  the  complete  refutation  which  the  stflertions  • 
of  Bifhop  Horfley  have  received  in  this  pamphlet,  he  has  no^ 
had  the  honefty  to  retraft  them,  Mr.  Madan,  of  Birining- 
ham,  perfifts  in  the  fame  errours,  although  he  has  been  re- 
ftrred  to  the  fame  refutation. 

B  b  4,  care 
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fsr9  tli^t  they  mi(W«r  the  intiencled  purpi^e/ 
9ni  npt  fuflfer  the  fuhfcribersto  be  orthor 
dox  when  they  enter  into  the  church,  and 
hetfarodox  for  ev^  aftervrards*  AtGeiieva, 
thi^  haVettbolUhed  fubfcriptions,  and  what 
is  very  remarkable,  this  was  principally  ef-. 
fe6led  by  the  p^uafion  of  a  dergyman  of 
ii:i&  church  of  England,  Dr.  (aftearwards  bi-» 
Ihop)  Burnet.  *'  He  employed  all  the  elo- 
"  .quence  he  was  mafter  of,  and  all  the  cre*< 
"  dit  he  had  acquired)  to  obtain  an  aLtera- 
**  tion  in  thb  practice  [[of  fubfcribing^.  He 
'^jrej^efented  the  folly  and  ill  oonfequfdnoe 
"  <;^  fuMoriptions  ;  whorday  the  honefteft 
*Mlod  worthieft  men  ware  firequ^tly  re*' 
"  duced  to  the  necefliijy  of  quitting  thdr 
**  ntitive  country*  and  feeking  a  fuhfiftence 
«  elfewh^re  i  whilft  others  of  lefs  virtu» 
*'  Were  induped  to  fulMnit  atid  comply 
"  aipunll  theur  OMifcieoce,  and  even,  begin 
**  their  miniifa*y  with  mental  equivocations. 
*'The  warmth  with  which  he  expreffed 
»  bimfiBlf  <»i  this  head,  was  ftrch ;  and  fudi 
«*  was  ihe  weight  of  his  charafter,  that  the 
"  d^rgy  of  Geneva,  were  afterwards  rdealed 
".  from  thefe  fubfcriptions  *, 

•  Burnet's  Ovm  Time,  vol.  VI.  p.  aH. 
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Dr.  Burnet  argued  the  more  feeliijgly 
on  this  fubje£ty  as  he  had  witneOed  the 
fatal  effe6b  of  the  a6t  ^pf  uniformity  in  his 
own  country ;  and  as  it  is  this  a6t  which 
has  done  fo  much  mifchief  in  the  dhurch» 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  hear  his  fentiments 
concerning  it,  by  which  we  may  fee  what 
fijrt  of  men  they  were,  who  formed  the 
prefent  fubfcription,  and  what  fpirit  they 
were  adluaited  by.  «  All  the  concern  (fays 
**  this  WTitar)  that  feemed  to  employ  the 
"  biihops  thoughts  Qwho  framed  it]]  was, 
'*-  not  only  to  make  no  alteration  on  t!ie  ac- 
'*  count  of  the  Prelbyterians,  but  to  make 
'•  the  terms  of  conformity  much  ftri6ter 

than  they  had  before  the  war :  fo  it  wa^ 
**  refolved  to  maintain  conformity  to  the 

hdght,  and  to  oblige  all  perfons  to  fub-^ 
"  fcribe  an  unfeigned  affent  and  confent  to 
"  all  and  fevery  particular  contained  in  the 
*'  book  of  common-prayer.— The  a6l  paiied 
**  by  no  great  majority  t]in  the  Commons 
**  the  numbers  were  186  to  iSo'2  ^^^  ^T 
'Vit  all  who  did  not  conform  to  the  liturgy 
«by  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft,  St. 
"Bartholomew's  day,  in  the  year  1662, 
"  were  deprived  of  all  ecdefiaftical  benefices; 

«  without 
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*'  without  leaving  any  difcretioaal  power 

^*  with  the  king,  in  the  execution  of  it,  and  ^ 

^i  without  making  proviiion  for  the  m^*^ 

*^  tenanoe  of  thofe  who  (hould  be  fo  depriv- 

*f  ed :  a  fi^verity  neither  pra6lifed  by  Queen 

^'  Elizabeth,  in  the  enabling  her  liturgy, 

**  nor  by  Cromwell,  in  eje6ling  the  loyalifts, 

^  in  both  which  a  fifth  part  of  the  benefice 

**  was  referved   for  their  fuUiftence !  St 

^f  Bartholomew's  day  was  pitched  on,  that 

*^  if  they  were  then  deprived,  they  (hould 

'f  lofe  the  profits  of  the  whole  year,  fince 

^<  the  tithes  are  commonly  due  at  Michael- 

"  mais.     The  Prelbyterians    remembered 

**  what  a  St.  Bartholomew's  had  been  held 

**  at  Paris,  ninety  years  before,  which  was 

*f  the  day  of  that  maflacre,  and  did  not  ftick 

"  to  compare  the  one  with  the  other.    The 

*f  book  of  common  prayer,  with  the  new 

*f  corre6iions,  was  that  to  >vhich  they  were 

"  to  fubfcribe.     But  the  corre6lions  were 

"  fo  long  preparing,  that  thwe  were  few 

«*  books  printed  ready  for  fale  when  the 

"  day  came.    So  many  that  were  well  af- 

"  fe6led  to  the  church,  but  that  madecon- 

«'  fcience  of  fubfcribing  to  a  book  that  they 

"  had  not  feen,  left  their  benefices  on  that 

•*  very 


t  37^9,  n 

^  very  account.  Some  made  a  journey  to 
•*  London  on  purpofe  to  fee  it.  With  fo 
"  much  precipitation  was  that  matter  dri- 
*'  ven  on,  that  it  feeitied  expedled,  that  the 
ff  pLergy  Ihould  fubferibe  implicitly  to  a 
f^  book  that  they  had  never  feen.  This 
**  was  done  by  too  many,  as  I  was  informed 
"  by  fome  of  tb^  biihops.  But  the  Prelby- 
*f  terj^ps  were  npw  in  great  difficulties. 
V  Calamy  and  Baxter  refufe4  the  fees  of 
"  Litchfield  and  Hereford  ;  and  about  two 
**  thouf^nd  of  them  fell  under  the  parlia- 
*f  mentary  deprivation  a$  they  gave  out. 
^'  Thi^  raifed  a  grievous  outcry  over  the  na- 
^*tion.  Some  few,  and  but  few,  of  the 
,"  efpicopal  party  were  troubled  ^t  this  fe- 
*f  yei;ityi  or  apprehenfive  of  the  very  ill 
**  effeiSls  it  was  like  to  have.  Here  were 
*'  many  men  paijch  valued, .  who  were  now 
*f  caft  out  ignominioufly,  reduced  to  great 
"  pov^erty,  provoked  by  much  fpiteful 
**  ufage,  arid  caft  uppn  thofe  popular  prac- 
"  tices  that  bo^h  their  principles  apd  their 
"  circumftances  feemed  to  juftify,  of  form- 
f f  ing  feparate  congregations,  and  of  divert-i 
"*  ing  men  from  the  public  worfliip,  and 
f*  from  confidering  their  fucceflbrs  as  the 

"lawful 
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*•  lawfiil  pallors  of  thofe  chiinilies  m  wMdi 
"thqrhadfiarved* 

To  the  ffifliop's  aoooimt  I  (hall  only  add 
a  remark  <x  two  of  Vbc»  Lodse,  inrho  thus 
aprefles  himfelf  .  **  Bartholomew  day  was 
<*  &tal  to  our  diurdi  and  rdi^on,  by 
**  throwing  out  a  very  great  nunib^r  of 
<*  worthy,  learned,  jmous,  orthodox  diviqes. 
**  So  great  was  the  zeal  in  carrying  <mi  this 
**  clfurd>  iffdr,  and  fo  blind  the  obedioioe 
"  required,  that  if  you  compute  the  time 
**  of  paifing  this  a6l,  with  that  aUowed 
*'  i<x  the  cl^gy  to  fubforibe  the  book  of 
**  common^prc^er  thereby  eftablifhed,  you 
<^  will  find  it  could  not  be  printed  and  dif- 
**  tribnted,  fo  as  that  me  mai)  in  foilty 
**  could  have^m  and  read  the  book  they  did 
**  fo  perfedUy  affent  and  ccmfent  to  'f." 

Such  is  the  hift<ny  of  the  a^  of  uni- 
£mnnity,  a  compound  of  folly,  wickednefe 
and  cruelty,  ccmcorted  between  tha(  per- 
jured iNK^gate  papift,  CSiarles  the  ^Second, 
(the  moft  "religious  and  ^dous"  head  of 
the  church)  and  the  high  church  party. 
Can  it  lexiafat  furprife  that  two  t)ioii&nd 

• 

t  Locke's  Works,  voU  IV.  p.  540.  edit.  1777. 
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4Turafters  fefi^ed  tfarar  livings  and  enipibjf^ 
-mtots  fooiwr  liian  oomply  with  its  rec{iiiB»> 
^aas^  Y'ts,  k  imift  excite  very  great  fiu> 
pife,  if  the  taxioiis  apologies  fiiice  adopted 
one  vatid.  TIxe  nonconfoitiaft  mintftolsi 
^viere  men  of  like  paifions  Ydth  others,  many 
of  tfaem  -were  tempted  ^th  offers  of  hagh^ 
iiiatiotts  m  iftie  dmrch;  othera  ««f«  in  pof«* 
jeffion  of  £Mne  oi  the  miA  valuable  livirigs  ^ 
wnnbershadhffgefMiiilies;  bat  they  Ifom- 
#ced  thdr  deareft  contems ;  ti^y  left  theh: 
•an  for  thfe  Take  of  Tcd^on  arid  a  good  ocm'- 
Iciencei  Thefe  i«ere  mem  of  w^idui  it  may 
^h  <pgt§e&.  truth  be  &kd  ths  world  was 
jKor  WORTHY,  t^heir  j^sam^  edfibits  to 
mankind  a  gkorioos  pr«of  of  the  reality  and 
<of  the  power  of  pure  vitisd  diriftfioiity.  By 
^edMly  beholding  k  we  may  be  pi«ferved 
-from  if^ellty,  more  than  by  the  peruTal  of 
a  thou&nd  tMatifes*^. 

SoKie  of  the  clfetigy,  fSPAtabuffy  thofe 
^bo  Aik  ^hemfebDes  ev^ngdioal,  affect  to 
-oonfid«r  tho  ftrtif4es  of  the  non^oonform- 
ifts  as  trifling:  .**  If  we  agree  in  the  mam 
fokUit,  why  ihottld  we  difi^  tSooat  littlk 
things."  But  is  a  feared  regard  to  tnith 
a  point  of  no  oonfequence,  and  is  hypocrify 

*  See  their  hiflory  in  Mr.  Palmer's  Nonconfomuft's 
■MdmoriaU  a  Vols.  O^vo. 
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nothing  'more  than  a  trifle?  A  popular  cler- 
gyman of  the  prefent  day  informs  us,  he  has 
a  plan  ready  drawn  up  for  the  converfion  of' 
-the  heathen  lands,  and  which  I  doubt  not 
he  is  anxious  to  put  in  e^cecution,  as  he  has 
pafled  the  inexorable  fentence  of  eternal 
•damnation  on  the  whole  heathen  worlds 
ancient  and  modern*.  Should  his  plan  be 
adopted,  and  fhould  i?^  ever  vifit  the  hea- 
thens, (the  inhabitants  of  Pelew,  or  the  Ne^ 
groes,  for  inftance)  I  hope  he  will  fay  no- 
thing to  them  concerning  ecclefiaftical  fub- 
fcriptions,  for  if  he  Ihould,  there  will  be  great 
danger  of  their  refiifing  to  attend  to  any 
thing  concerning  chriftianity.  A  worthy  and 
amiable  friend  of  thii  gentleman's,  Mr  .New- 
ton, .  when  formerly  captain  of  a  Guinea 
trader,  charging  one  of  his  negroes  with  a 
theft,  the  latter  denied  it.  The  mailer  doubt- 
ing the  veracity  of  his  (lave,  this  poor,  dark, 
untutored,  uncivilized  creature,  whom  we 
proud  Europeans  will  haidly.admftin  the 
fame  fcale  of  creation  with  ourfelyes,  refle6t- 

•  Hawcis's  Eflays,  p.  204 — 210.  This  writer,  by  tak- 
ing a  few  detached  paflages  of  Scripture,  addrefled  to  per- 
sons who  arc  favoured  with  the  Gofpel,  and  applying  them 
to  thofe  perfons  who  have  never  even  heard  of  it ;  has  (up- 
ported  an  hypothefis,  which  is  as  Ihocking,  and  irrational, 
as  it  is  unfcriptural. 


t  3»3  '3 
ing  on  what  he  had  witneffed  in  the  condu6k 
oi  our  religious  flave  traders,  replied  with  a 
look  of  contempt,  Do  j^ow  think  I  am  aCbriJU^ 
anH  Aftriking  leffon  of  cauticm  to  our  Chrif- 
tian  miffionaries,  left  they  confound  the  dif- 
tinflions  between  truth  and  falfhood. 
.  Aft»  all,  it  plainly  appears  that  many  of 
the  refledting  part  of  the  clergy  have  not 
been  fatisfied  with  thcjir  own  condu6t.  Thfe 
numerous  volumes  which  have  been  writ-j- 
ten  to  explain  the  articles  in  different  fen^ 
fes,  the  various  pleas  and  apologies  which 
have  been  invented  with  fo  much  ingeifuity, 
the  feeling  declaration  which  fome  have 
been  known  to  make,  "  that  they  could  not 
"  afford  to  keep  a  confcience,"  the  refigna- 
tion  of  others  who  could  no  longer  fuffer 
themfelves  to  hold  tlieir  livings  on  terms 
they  inwardly  difapproved,  the  unfuCcefs- 
ful  attempts  of  fome  of  the  brighteft  orna- 
ments of  the  church  (our  TillotfoA's,  Bur-' 
net's,  Hoadley  s,  and  Watfon's)  to  abolilh 
the  fubfcription — :ill  thefe  circumftances  af- 
ford the  ftrongeft  evidence  to  prove  the  dif- 
fatisfaclion  which  has  accompanied  the  pre- 
fcnt  fyftem.  The  affociation  of  a  refpe6lable, 
tliough  not  a  large  number  of  the  clergy 

*  l^Jcwton's  Thoughts  on  the  Slave  Trade. 
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ft  few  yearefi&ce;  and  thear  petitioft  to  pue^ 
fiameiit  to  be  rdeafed  from  their  fuhfbrip<» 
dons,  (hew  the  uneafinels  of  tii^  mkids  in 
their  pre&nt  fituatkm.  It  was  an  attempt 
to  unloofe  their  diains,  and  to  open  tJie 
doors  of  their  prifon-honfe ;  their  ^forts 
proved  fruitlefe,  their  petition  was  rejei^ed. 
What  is  the  re»fon  that  they  }kme  made  no 
frefh  exertions?  Alas!  it  is  too  evident: 
their  apartments  are  handfbmdy  furniflied, 
and  thdr  chains  are  gilded;  they  we  there-'* 
fore  upon  the  whale  willing  to  mniam  con^ 
fined  and  lhaclded^« 
Among  other  reafims  aHignejd  by  many 

*  There  is  hardly  a  more  diftrefled  fituation  to  be  con« 
ceived  than  liiat  of  a  man  agitated  between  confirience  and 
mtereft ;  ^vd  wben  I  oonfider  tihat  there  are  fome  few  of 
the  dtrgy  v^bo  are  axitiauaUy  ftniggUqg  ^tween  their 
jprinciples  and  their  livings*  I  am  forced  to  cry  out  with  the 
old  bard,  on  another  occafioni  ^  Ob  Chrift,  my  very  heart 
^*  doth  bleed  in  forrow  for  their  fake!"  In  proportion  how-* 
'ever  as  I  fisel  oompaflion  ftr  fuch  men,  I  feel  indignation 
againft  Ac  high  dmrdi  party,  who  are  fo  obftinate  to  re- 
tain everything  that  is  once  eftd>liflied.  Mr«  Burke  men- 
tions it  as  a  proof  of  his  cx>nnfiency  that  '<  he  oppofed 
«*  thofe  of  the  church  clergy,  who  petitioned  the  houfe  to 
"  be  difcharged  from  their  fubfcriptions,**  (Appeal  p.  33.) 
•We  readily  grant  this  is  t  proof  of  confiftent  depiavity,  J)ut 
when  he  glories  in-fuch  cwifillency,  it  farther  proiw,  that 
the  race  of  men  who  <*. glory  in  their  Ihame"  is  not  yet  e»- 

perfons 
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perfons  for  their  oppofition  to  the  late  ap- 
<^  plication,  were  the  following,  "  That  it 
^'  carried  an  imputation  of  cenfure  on  his 
*'  grace  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and 
*'  his  fufFragan  bilhops,  whofe  principle  and 
"  whofe  defire  were  to  give  every  poffible 
"  eafe  to  all  well-grounded  fcruples  of  the 
"  clergy  and  of  the  people ;  that  it  would 
*'  have  been  brought  on  more  properly,  and 
"  might  have  been  expedled  to  be  received 
"  by  mankind  with  mote  cordial  effeft,  if 
"  fuch  a  plan  had  originated  from  the  right 
"  reverend  bench*. 

That  an  attempt  to  reform  the  church 
without  waiting  for  the  affiftance  of  arch- 
biftiops  and  bilhops,  implies  fome  kind 
of  cenfure  on  their  graces  and  lord- 
fliips,  may  perhaps  be  allowed;  but  I  will 
venture  to  add,  that  unlefs  this  country 
fhould  be  bleffed  with  ecqlefiaftical  ru- 
lers, very  different  from  the  majority  in  all 
ages,  the  clergy  and  the  laity  may  wait  for 
a  reformation,  till  the  found  of  the  laft 
trumpet.  I  ihould  be  happy  to  be  in- 
formed of  any  effedtual  reform  in  the 
church,  which  ever  originated  from  a  right 
reverend  bench. 

*  Hints  &c.  to  the  Clergy,  Nobility,  and  Gentry,  p.  44- 

Cc  It 
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It  would  be  eafy  tcj  provs,  froiw  a  Vat4ety 
rf  examples,,  that  ai&  the  clergy  adVantse  itt 
preferment,  they  ddclkie  in  their  wifties  for 
reformation ;  Inftead  of  mentioning  them,we 
win  hope  that  it  is  not  fi>  at  prefent.  Dr. 
Yorke,  and  DJr.  Pdrteons,  did  honour  to 
themfelves,  by  joining  the  petitioning  cler- 
gy in  their  laft  appBdatiort.  They  have 
lince  been  advanced-,  the  one  to  the  fee  of* 
Ely,  the  other  to  that  of  London .  We  have 
furdy  a  right  to  expeft,  that  their  xeal  for 
a  reform  in  the  church  fhmiM  be  more  ar- 
dent, as  their  ftations  are  more  eialted. 
BSfhop  Watfon,  in  every  Nation,  has^  fhewn 
himfelf  fuch  a  friend  to  the  defired  work, 
that  he  will  ever  deferve  the  thanks  of  his 
country. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  fome  of  the 
principal  articles  of  reform  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  church  of  France,  and 
having  freely  expreffed  my  fentiments  ref- 
pedling  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  church  of 
England,  juftice  to  myfelf  requires  that  I 
fhouM  fay  fomething  in  order  to  prevent 
ftiy  being  mifunderftood  by  ^e  generality 
of  my  readers.  I  muft  therefore  obferve,that 
what  I  have  faid  is  applicable  rather  to  sys- 
tems than  to  MEN.    When  we  are  talking  of 

perfons 
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pa-fons^  or  judging  of.charaia^rti,  we  muft 
take  general  fentimentsandecHidkidl  into  con- 
fideration ;  and  if  we  properly  refleft  on  the 
Various  capacities,  fituations,  educations,  pre^ 
judices,  and  temptations  of 'mankind,  it  ia 
hardly  poflible  we  Hiould  be  too  candid  oi* 
charitable,  with  refpeft  to  perfons.  I  will 
venture  to  fey,  that  no  man  has  heard  the 
fermons,  or  read  the  .writings  of  fyme  of  oui? 
dignitaries,  and  of  the  inferiour  clergy,  with 
greater,  pleafure  than  myfelf :  the  perfonal 
acquaintance  I  have  enjoyed  with  feveral  of 
the  latter,  1  Ihafl  ever  remember  with  fatis- 
fe6tion ;  but  I  hope  I  fhall  never  forget,  that 
truth  ought  to  predominate  ovct  every  other 
confideration.  Amicus  Socrates,  amicus  I^lak>, 
fed  magis  arnica  Veritas^  Errours  fhould 
be  efxpofed  whej^ver  we  find  them  ;  and  in 
propcfrtion  as  they  are  great  and  extended, 
and  as  they  thr^tai  our  deareft  interefts, 
in  that  proportion  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  one  to  expofe  them,  as  his  fit  nation 
and  circumftancesmay  afiOTd  him  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  requeft  of  every  one 

who  has  ferioufly  attended  to  the  contents  of 

this  chapter,  to  alk  himfelF,  are  these  things 

so?  If  they  are,  mufi  it  not  be  the  duty  of 

C  c  2  both 


both  clergy  and  laity^  and  efpedally  of  the 
former,  to  endeavour  to  promote  a  refcMr- 
mation.    If  any  doubt  yet  remains,  I  truft 
it  will  be  removed  by  attending  to  the  re- 
prefentations,  which  the  clergy  themfdves 
give  us,  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  religion 
and  morals.    I  might  here  appeal  to  the 
numerous  fermons  preached  on  faft  days 
during  the  late  W2ff ,  by  men  of  every  rank 
in  the  church :  what  a  pidure  do  they  give 
ofouriituation?  Imightfdedtpaflagesfirom 
various  writers  in  the  eftablilhment,  which 
reprefent  in  the  mod  dreadful  colours,  the 
infidelity^,  irreligion,  and  immorality  of  the 
age.    I  (hall  however  content  myfelf  wth 
referring  to  two  impartial  witneffes,  whofe 
reprefentations  will,  I  hope,  make  the  im- 
predion  they  ought,  on  fo  important  an  oc- 
cafion .    The  firft  I  fhall  mention  is  that  ex- 
cellent prelate  Dr.  Seeker,  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  during  part  of  the  prefent  reign. 
He  thus  exprefles  himfelf :  "  An  open  dif- 
"  regard  to  religion  is  become,  through  a 
"  variety  of  unhappy  caufes,  the  dijtingidjbijjg 
f'  charaSter  of  the  prefent  age.    This  evil  is 
*'  grown  to  a  great  height  in  the  metropolis 
"  of  the  nation ;  is  daily  fpreading  through 
"  every  part  of-  it ;  bringmg  in  fuch  diffo- 

«  lutenefs 
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*^  lutenefs  and  contempt  of  principle  in  the 
**  higher  part  of  the  world,  and  fuch  profli- 
**  gate  intemperance  and  fearleflhefs  of  com- 
**  mitting  crimes  in  the  lower,  as  muft  if 
^*  this  torrent  of  impiety  flop  not,  become 
**  abfolutely  fatal:  and  God  knows,  fo  far. 
**  from  flopping,  it  receives,  through  the 
♦*  ill  defigns  of  fome  and  the  inconfiderate- 
*<  nefs  of  others,  continual  increafe.  Chrif- 
*'  tianity  is  now  ridiculed  and  railed  at  with 
**  very  little  referve,  and  the  teachers  of  it 
"  without  any  at  all.  Difregard  to  public 
*'  worfhip  and  inftru6tion  hath  enareafed : 
**  many  are  grown  prejudiced  againft  reli- 
*^  gion,  many  more  indifferent  about  it. 
**  This  melancholy  ftate  of  things  calls  loud- 
•*  ly  upon  us,  tbi  clergy,  to  correal  our  mif- 
"  takes,  to  fupply  our  deficiences,  and  ear- 
"  neftly  to  beg  of  God,  that  he  would  diredl 
*'  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  prefide  over  the 
"  public  welfare,  and  humbly  to  reprefent 
"  to  them  on  all  fit  occafions,  the  declining 
**  ftate  of  religion,  and  the  importance  and 
"  the  means  of  preferving  it:  these  things 

"  ARE  UNQUESTIONABLE  DUTIES." 

The  other  witnefs  which  I  fhall  produce 

is  Mr.  Haweis,  the  famous  Re6lor  of  Ald- 

winckle.     He  has  exprefTed  his  evidence  in 
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fuch  a  maimer  that  if  it  bad  proceeded  from 
a  diflenter,  would  ha¥e  occafioned,  on  ac^ 
fcount  of  its  feverity^  much  reprehenfioa^ 
Xt  is  introduced  by  *^  an  appeal  to  tbefearch^ 
<'  er  of  hearts;^  ^tb  a  dedaration,  <*  that  it 
f^  proceeds  fh>m  prdent  oonvidtionsT'  and 
that  it  is  **  not  ipoken  in  a  fpirit  of  vmn- 
^  knee  but  of  fidelity  and  love  to  mankind.'* 
^  We  might  appeal  (fays  this  dergyman) 
*'  to  prodamations  for  the  notoriety  of  pre^ 
*^  vailing  diillpation,  vice,  and  profanenefi^ 
5*  incompatible  with  every  idea  of  religion; 
f^  but  he  that  runs  may  read  it^  in  every 
**  rank  of  life  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft. 
*^  The  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart 
**  is  fsLint:  from  the  fole  of  the  foot,  even  to 
"  the  head,  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  it,  but 
"  wounds,  and  bririfes,  and  putrifying  fores^ 
**  The  body  of  the  nation  exhibits  the  fi^ 
**  gijre  of  a  loathfome  carcats,  inftead  of  a 
«  church  walking  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs/' 
After  paying  a  proper  tribute  of  praife  to 
the  domeftic  virtues  of  his  fovereign,  and 
refpedlfuUy  fuggefting  fome  excellent  hints 
to  him  as  our  civil  head,  and  as  head  of  the 
church,  our  authour  proceeds  as  follows : 
«*  Turn  we  to  the  higher  ranks  of  life :  it  is 
**  obvious,  not  many  wife,  not  many  mighty, 

«•  not 


*^  not  mwy  nokAe  we  called.  Prjide,  ^mbW 
^  tipi>«  wonlly  pTofuils,  ccnxteCts  for  power^ 
^^  CH*  ikuS^al  jodulgeofc^s  occupy  the  great. 
^  Not  that  their  v^cee  are  more  or  ^eater 
*^  than  thofeof  their  inferiours^  but  they  are 
^^  iBore  coofpicuous.  If  forgetfulne&  of 
%  God-»— if  the  moft  open  difriegard  of  the 
^^  fefobath^f  an  wiiverfal  niagie(9:  of  God's 
*^  worftip  public  ajad  private— if  the  utter 
''  defertion  of  the  tahte  of  the  Lord<— ^mlefs^ 

"HORRIBLE   TO    TEI-L,    MERELY   TO.J^UALW 

^'  FY  l-^f  thefe  ftawip  a  charadter  deftitute 
of  all  chriftiaaity ,  lyhat  fhall  we  fey  when 
ail  the  catalogue  of  prevailing  iniquities, 
diffipation,  lewdnefs,  luxury,  venality, 
**  with  the  deluge  of  evil  which  rufhes  on 
"  every  fide,  fhall  be  added  to  the  account ; 
'*  IhaU  not  the  camel  pafe  the  needle's  eye 
^  fooner  than  thefe  into  the  kingdom  of 
•*  God  ? 

"  The  hand  of  the  priests  alfo  hath  been 
."  chief  in  the  tranfgreffion.  The  clergy, 
*'  worldly  minded,  proud,  ambitious,  idle, 
**  ignorant :  however  learned  as  philofor 
*'  phers,  linguifts,  or  mathematicians,  igno- 
"  rant  of  tliat  which  is  the  moft  valuable 
**  wifdom,  the  knowledge  of  k  crucified 
"  Jesus,  and  hiis  grace,  are  the  blind  leaders 
Cc4  ^•of 
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*'  of  the  blind.  Are  not  the  herd  of  dig- 
"  nitaries  the  chief  ftumbling  blocks  ?  muft 
*'  not  their  whole  purfuits,  connexions,  con- 
«  du6l,  convince  the  very  infidel  great, 
"  whom  they  fawn  upon,  and  perfecute  for  pre^ 
'' ferment,  that,  if  the  fyfteras  inculcated  in 
*'  the  epiftles  to  Tmotby  and  Titus  be  true, 
**  it  is  impoffible  thefe  men  ftiould  believe 
**  one  word  of  chriftianity  more  than  them- 
"  felves*.  Nor  are  their  inferiours  diffimi* 
**  lar ;  enflaved  by  the  fame  objects,  and  oc- 
"  cupied  in  the  fame  purfuits,  though  not 
"  with  the  fame  advantages,  commencing 
"  in  thofe  corrupting  feminaries,  our  public 

*  "  Thefe  were  as  nearly  as  I  can  recoUedl  (fays  Mr, 
**  Haweis)  the  very  exprefljons  uttered  by  a  noble  lord  of 
«*  the  moft  diftinguiflied  attainments,  natural  and  acquired, 
•*  in  a  converfation  I  once  held  with  him,  refpefiing  the 
V  truth  and  evidence  of  ghriftianity."  Who  this  noble  lord 
was,  does  not  appear,  but  part  of  what  he  faid  was  confirm^ 
ed  laft  feflions  of  parliament.  Dr.  B.  biftiop  of  Salifbury> 
in  one  of  the  debates,  boafting  rather  too  much  of  his  inde^ 
pendent  and  diftnterejled  principles,  was  anfwered  by  the 
Marquis  of  Landfdown,  that  wh?n  he  (the  marquis)  was  in 
aJminiftration  he  was  never  Jo  perfecuied  in  his  life  as  for 
the  fee  of  Salifbury,  which  the  independent  Dr.  B.  then  bi- 
Ihop  of  LandafF,  could  not  be  eafy  without.  This  fuccef- 
four  of  the  apoftles  has  lately  been  elevated,  for  the  third 
time,  to  the  fee  of  Durham!  "  This  is  what  Mr.  Burke 
^<  calls,  religiop  ej^^alting  her  mitred  front  in  parliament  !'* 

♦«  fchools  J 
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"**  fchools  ;  advancing  in  our  grievoufly  neg- 
"  le6ted  univerfities,  where  amidft  all  the 
"  circle  of  the  fciences,  who  ever  thought  of 
*^  learning  the  knowledge  of  a  crucified 
**  Jesus — ^an  idea  that  would  be  generally 
**  fcouted— entering  into  the  miniftry  (I  ap- 
"  peal  to  the  groaning  confciences  of  the 
•*  examining  chaplains,  if  they  are  men  of 
"  any  confcience)  how  often,  ignorant  of  all 
^*  fcience,  but  efpecially  of  the  do6b:ines  of 
^*  Chrift,  which  they  profefs  to  teach— ^6- 
^^fcribing  articles  they  have  hardly  read,  never 
^'  confideredy^  and  generally  difbelieve.  Open- 
**  ing  and  clofing  their  miniftry,  without 
"  being  able  to  produce,  or  indeed  ever  ex- 
"  pe6ling  to  fee  one  finner  by  their  preach- 
'*  ing  converted  from  the  evil  and  errour  of 
**  his  ways,  and  brought  to  the  knowledge 
*'  of  God's  grace  and  faith  in  him !  may  it 
^*  not  well  be  faid  to  fuch  in  the  words  of 
"  the  great  head  of  the  church.  Wo  unto 
«  ye  blind  guides,  how  ftiall  ye  efcape  the 
"  damnation  of  hell ! 

"  But  are  there  not  fome  noble  except!- 
"  ons  from  the  general  apoftacy  ?  affuredly, 
^'  and  they  cannot  be  hid.  They  are  too 
^'  obnoxious  by  their  fidelity  not  to  bear  the 
^'  reproach  of  that  crofs,  which  they  dare 
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lift  i^p  agatnfl:  the  xxverBowings  of  ningod*^ 
^  linefs ;  but  too  few^  and  for  the  mo& 
"  part  too  iaferiour  in  the  world's  regardL 
^  t3  be  of  much  weight  in  their  eftimatioa 
**  of  men  and  things, 

"  That  the  body  of  the  people  with  fuch 
*^  examines,  and  iuch  teachers  Ihould  be 
^  corrupt^  diflipated,  debauched^  pro&ne» 
«  intenaperates^  ignorant^  yet  infideU  is  per^ 
^  fedtly  naturalp  and  to  be  expelled  in  the 
"  courjfe  of  human  events,  as  we  fee  aw^ 
"  fiiUy  verified.  And  the  fight  is  fo  glarr 
'^  ing,  fo  Xhocking,  and  fo  evidential  of  the 
^*  entire  want,  not  ordy  of  Chriftianity^  but 
**jof  all  religion  among  us,  that  thofe  who 
^^  believe  little,  and  pra^ice  lefs,  are  fbruck 
-**  with  it,  sand  profefs  to  fet  about  attemptr 
^'  ing  Ibmething  called  re&nrmation^  but 
^'  fet  about  it  by  means,  that  muft  be  a$ 

totally  inadequate,  as  the  caufe  and  €ure 
<<  of  our  iniquities  are  to  the  reformers 
"  themfdves  equally  unknown.  The  wick^ 
*'  ednefs  of  our  populace  wiU  receive  but 
"  little  ohj3ick  from  bek^  taught  to  read, 
*'  nor  wijl  vice  and  profanenefs  meet  with 
"  any  effeaual  peftrabt  from  a  ftrisg  <rf 
*•  great  names  in  an  advertifement,  or  a 
^*  convidlion  before  .a  juftice  of  the  peace/^ 

If 
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If  the  above  awful  reprefentations  are 
juft,  and  I  am  afraid  they  are  iiidifputably 
fo,  are  we  not  very  near  the  period  pre- 
didled  by  Dr.  Waterland,  when  **  WefhaU 
**  bid  farewell  to  principles,  and  religion 
"  will  belittle  elfe  but  disguised  atheism/' 

The  reader  will  very  naturally  fuppof^ 
after  reading  Mr.  Haweis's  defcription,  that 
he  is  a  warm  friend  to  the  reformation  of 
our  chinch  eftablilhraent ;  that  at  leaft  like 
the  good  Archbifhop,  he  would  think  it  an 
unqueftionable  duty  to  join  with  his  bre- 
thren, in  reprefenting  to  thofe  in  power 
our  fad  fituation,  and  entreating  that  they 
would  take  it  into  confideration.     Nothing 
of  this  appears  in  his  whole  performance ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  contents  himfelf  with 
giving  a  little  fuperficial  advice,  and  then 
boldly  declares  that  he  is  an  enemy  to  any 
jalterations.      '^  We    can  hardly   defire  a 
•^  change  in  the  church  whatever  imperfect 
"  tions  may  be  chargeable  upon  it.    All  hu- 
"  man  inftitutions  will  be  imperfe6l.     AU 
^*  terations  are  dangerous/'    All  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  fyftem  are  therefore   to 
be  carefully  jwreferved.     Surely  never  was 
language  fo  contradiftory :  never  was  fuch 
an  inftance  of  high  church  prejudice,  con- 
quering 


quering  and  murdering  the  convi6lions  of 
confcience  *. 

It  is  not,  however,  by  thus  palliating  that 
any  good  can  be  done.    Would  the  clergy 
convince  mankind  that  they  believe  Chrifti- 
anity  themfelves— Do  not  be  offended,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  thus  earneftly  addrefs  you— 
Would  you  perfuade  men — ^That  religion  is 
not  a  dream — ^That  the  Bible  is  not  a  fable 
— ^That  falvation  is  not  a  jeft— That  death, 
judgment,  heaven,  hell,  eternity,  are  not 
trifles  to  be  ridiculed — In  the  name  of  all 
thefe  facred  realities,  we  conjure  you  to  en- 
deavour ferioufly  to  obtain  a  reformation  of 
the  church,  and  the  removal  of,  at  leaft,  fome 
of  the  abominable  innovations  we  have  men- 
tioned.   Should  you,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
folve  to  be  indolent,  and  obftinate — ^*  If  you 
"  hate   reformation,    and    depreciate   and 
<*  perfecute  thofe  who  would  reform  you — 
"  If  you  mifreprefent  peaceable  fubje6ls, 
"  taxing  them  with  herefy,  fchifra,  and  re- 
^*  publicanifm,  and    ftrive  to  render  their 
^'  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and  their  love  to 
'^  the  conftitution  doubtful ; — If  all   your 
^'  itudy  is  to  make  a  fair  (hew  in  the  flelh, 

*  Ilaweis's  Effays,  p.  l8z— 192.  283. 
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««  — Know  of  a  truth,  the  time  will  come, 
"  when  your  civil  governors  will  fee  it  as 
•*  neceflary  to  reform  your  reformation,  as 
*  their  anceftors  did  to  reform  the  religion 
^•ofyourpredeceffors.  Till  then,  although 
**  the  religion  of  pious  fpe6lators  will  not 
**  fuffer  them  to  hurt  a  hair  of  your  head, 
^  yet  the  fame  religion  will  oblige  them 
*'  to  fay  of  you — Thefe  evil  men  talk  of* 
*Might,  while  their  feet  are  ftumbling  on 
**  dark  mountains.  Your  country,  and  the 
*'  remains  of  your  own  confciences,  the  li- 
**  beralities  of  your  prince ;  the  tears  of 
•'  your  brethren ;  the  alhes  of  Burnets, 
*'  and  Hoadlys,  and  Lardners ;  the  juft 
**  judgments  of  heaven  on  degenerate  priefts, 
"  and  incorrigible  nations  ;  all  call  you  to 
''  your  duty,  and.  warn  you  of  the  danger 
"  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  angry 
**  God.  If  you  will  not  hear,  our  fouls 
"  fhall  weep  in  fecret  places  for  your  igno- 
^  ranee  and  pride.'' 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  THB  FOUETH. 

fboughts  on  Tcleratioik—In  l^rogrep^  t^taMkjbwMt^ 
ondEffeSs  in  Frmue — State  ofToleraiion  in  Em^^ 
hnd'-HipricSkttchoftbe'I'empnsniC§nJt£loftbs 
efiabiyhed  Church  tcwards  Froujlam  DifenUrsr^. 
Remarks  on  the  late  unjuccefsful  Jttempts  to  pro^ 
cure  the  Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  "teji  JSs^ 
and  other  Penal  Laws — Exhortation  to  all  Se9s 
aid  Parties  cordially  to  unite  in  their  endeavours 
for  a  more  complete  Toleration. 


THE  word  Toleration  wilt  admit  of 
various  fenfes.  In  its  primary  fenfe 
it  is  of  general  import,  and  lignifies,  "  To 
•^  allow  fo  as  not  to  hinder.*'  Mr.  I-ocke 
applies  it  to  different  religions  or  fe6ls, 
and  afferts  that  the  civil  magiftrate  ought 
not  to  interfere  by  giving  the  profeffors  of 
one  religion,  or  the  followers  of  one  fe6t, 
any  preference  or  advantage  over  the  other* 
He  defines  religious  toleration,  in  its  moft 
complete  and  perfe6l  fenfe,  to  be  Ahfolute 
liberty  9  jujl  and  true  liberty j  equal  and  impartial 
liberty.  This,  he  adds,  is  the  thing  we 
(land  in  need  of.    Whether  this  definition 

is 
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h  ffriiStiy  atcttrsate,  I  fliafl  not  pretewd  to 
deteriwirie.  Certain  it  is  that  fuch  tolera- 
tion, ftich  liberty,  cannot  exift  under  any 
civil  religious  eftafclifhment  whatever,  be- 
caufe  if  the  magiftrate  has  a  right  to  im- 
pofe  an  eftabJiffement,  he  nnift  h^ve  a  right 
to  demand  fath  fiipport  for  it  as  he  may 
think  neceflkry .  And  this  muft  be  the  cafe 
even  where  eftablrfhments  are  formed  upon 
the  Moft  liberal  principles  poflibfe.  Thus, 
for  inftanee,  in  fome  of  the  American  ftates ; 
a  tax  is  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  for  the 
general  fupport  of  refigion :  Each  houfe- 
keeper  is  equitably  affeflfed.  The  oolktStor 
of  the  tax  goes  rotmd  with  a  regifter  of  the 
names  of  the  different  religious  fedfcs  pro- 
fefled  in  the  country,  and  each  perfon,  af- 
ter paj^rng  his  quota,  fubfcribes  to  the  fup- 
port of  whatever  fe6t  he  pleafes.  The  fame 
may  be  obferved  witht  refpe6l  to  France, 
where  no  individual  is  called  upon  for 
the  fupport  of  any  religion,  but  the  eftab- 
lilhment  is  fupported  out  of  the  common 
natioijal  ftock  ;  and  the  minifters,  as  we 
have  already  feen,  are  paid  like  other  fer- 
yants  of  the  ftate. 

But  under  both  thefe  eftablifliments  there 
may  exift  perfons  who  have  their  own  pecu- 
liar 
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liar  fentiments,  and  who  do  not  choofe  to 
contribute  towards  the  fupport  of  any  fe6t 
whatever.  One,  perhaps,  may  follow  the 
cuftom  of  the  patriarchs,  and  with  his 
family,  and  a  few  fele6l  friends,  offer  up^ 
his  worfhip  in  yonder  fhady  grove,  under 
the  canopy  of  heaven.  Another,  like  the 
Perfian,  may  at  the  dawn  of  day  afcend  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  and  adore  therifing, 
fun.  Whatever  may  be  their  different  mif- 
takes,  "  To  their  own  matter  they  ftand  or 
fall  ,^' and  the  civil  magiftrate,  in  compelling 
either  to  contribute,  in  any  way,  to  the  fup- 
port of  a  fyftem  of  religion  he  may  not  ap- 
prove, certainly  infringes,  in  fome  degree^ 
upon  that  abfolute  liberty,  that  perfe6l  tole- 
ration, which  is  the  natural  right,  the  birth 
right  of  all  men.  The  happy  period  is  not 
yet  arrived,  in  which  this  right  is  enjoyed 
in  any  part  of  the  Chriftian  world,  in  that 
full  and  complete  extent  we  have  defined 
it*. 

Toleration 

♦  Biftiop  Horfley,  who  reafons  more  confiftently,  as  a 
churchman,  than  moft  of  his  brethren,  obfcrves  ;  "  That 
**  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  the  extent  in  which  it* 
*'  is  claimed,  and  exercifed  [he  fliould  rather  have  faid; 
«*  wiihed  to  be  exercifed]  by  fome  of  the  modern  noncon- 
"  formifts,  is  a  pofition  to  be  denied.     It  is  not  acknow- 

**  leiJgcd 


Toleration  may  be  confidered  in  a 
more  limited  fenfe  ;  and  may  be  termed , 
^  Allowance  given  to  that  which  is  not 
*•*  fully  approved/'  That  is,  the  civil  ma* 
giftrate,  or  the  fupreme  power,  after  hav- 
ing provided  an  eftablilhment  for  the  comr 
munity  in  general,  allows,  under  certain 

•*  lodged  in  any  fuch  extent  by  the  church  of  England, 
f*  nor  by  the  Calvikiiftic  churches  of  Scotland,  Holland, 
'<  or  Geneva.  It  is  not  acknowledged  by  the  epifcopal 
•••  church  [nor  any  other  church]  of  America*  Nor  can 
*<  it  be  acknowledged  without  reftridion,  more  or  lefs,  by 
**  any  eftabliflied  church  in  chriftendom."  The  Biftiop 
adds,  <*  It  becomes  the  friends  of  peace  and  order  in  church 
^'  and  (late,  whenever  this  Univerfal  acknowledgment  of 
«*  the  right  of  private  judgment  is  pretended,  to  proteft 
«•  loudly  againft  it.'*  -Review  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Proteftant 
Diflenters,  p.  24.  25. 

I  confefs  I  know  not  how  any  friend  to  religious  efta* 
blifhments  can  confidently  anfwer  thefe  arguments.  The 
fenfible  and  ingenious  authour  of  **  Eflays  Philofophical, 
**  Hiflorical,  and  Literary/*  who,  though  a  Diflenter,  and 
a  firm  friend  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  dill  pleads  for 
religious  eftablilhments,  feems  puzzled  with  the  fentiments 
of  the  Bifliop,  which  he  rather  evades  than  anfwers,  and 
has  thus  rendered  his  vidory  lefs  complete  than  it  would 
otherwife  have  been.  The  truth  is,  that  as  there  never 
was,  fmce  the  introdudlion  of  chriflianity,  a  religious  efta- 
bliihment  which  did  not  in  fome  meafure  infringe  upon 
the  rightof  private  judgment,  fo  I  believe  it  is  impoflible 
there  ever  ihould  be  one,  or  at  leaft,  that  it  ihould  be  of 
^ny  long  continuance, 
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cx)nditiorts^  thofe  who  diffent  from  it^  to  en-* 
joy  their  own  opinions,  and  follow  their 
own  mode  of  worfhip.  This  toleration  id 
cfnjoyed  in  various  degrees  in  different  coun- 
tries. Under  moft  of  the  Prelbyterian  efta- 
blifhments,  toleration  is,  to  a  confiderable 
extent,  eftablifhed  by  law.  And  although 
the  members  of  fuch  eftablifhraents  are,  in 
general,  obliged  to  comply  with  the  rules 
laid  down  in  them ;  yet  thofe  who  diffent 
may  follow  that  mode  of  worfhip  they  think 
proper^  and  experience  little  reftraint,  either 
in  their  religious,  or  in  their  civil  rights. 

In  England,  it  is  difficult  to  apply  the 
^Vord  toleration,  with  any  degree  of  preci- 
fion.  Engliflimen  are  furely,  in  this  refpe6l, 
the  moft  inconfiftent  mortals  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  Our  church,  as  by  law  efta- 
blifhed, is  more  intolerant  than  any  of  the 
reformed,  and  almoft  equally  intolerant  with 
any  of  the  Catholic  churches.  Her  mini- 
fters  in  particular,  by  their  fubfcriptions, 
and  by  their  oaths  of  canonical  obedi- 
ence, are  Confined  more  ftriclly  than  thofe 
of  any  other  eftablifhment.  But  if  we  look 
2itfaSt,  inftead  oilaw,  their  fituation  is  com- 
pletely reverfed,  and  no  men  in  the  world 
range  with  a  greater  licence.    They  preach 

and 
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and  print,  and  a6t  as  they  pleafe,  and  fcarce 
any  notice  is  taken  of  them.  There  are 
likewife  many  laws  that,  opprefs  the  lay 
members  of  the  church,  but  which,  though 
continually  violated,  are  feldom  executed. 
We  may,  thgrefore,  call  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, with  refpe6l  to  her  own  members,  the 
moft  tolerant, the moft  intolerant,  or  the  moft 
inconfiftent,  which  ever  we  think  proper. 

The  fame  inconfiftency  is  applicable  to 
her :  condu6l  towards  diffenters :  fhe  has 
perfuaded  the  fupreme  power,  at  various 
periods  to  ena6l  penal  laws,  by  which  they 
have  been  cruelly  haraffed  and  perfecuted. 
Some  of  thofe  laws  are  repealed,  and  dif- 
fenters are  now  fo  far  legally  tolerated,  that 
they  may  worlhip  God  agreeable  to .  the 
di(5lates  of  ,their  confciences,  none  daring 
to  moleft  them.  .  But  ftill  there  are  various 
laws  in  exiftence,  which  not  only  deprive 
them  of  their  rights  as  men^  and  as  citi- 
zens, but  prohibit  them  from  publifhing 
their  opinions  as  Chriftians,  But  what  is 
yery  extraordinary,  though  all  thefe  laws 
are  obftinately  contended  .for,  moll  of  them 
are  very  feldom,  and  fome  of  them  never 
executed.  The  reader  muft  not,  therefore, 
l>e  difpleafed  with  me  for  not  giving  him 
^n  accurate  account  of  our  fituation  as  it 
Dd  s  refpe6ls 
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refpe^ls  toleration.  Our  i^hole  fyftem  is  m 
ftrange  medley  of  persecution^  tolera- 
TfONi  CONNIVANCE,  any  thing  that  men  may 
pleafe  to  call  it,         ^ 

Toleration,  or  "  Allowance  to  what  i* 
not  fully  approved/'  may  be  eipjoyed  in  a 
more  extenfive  degree ;  fo  extenfive,  that  it 
may  nearly  approach  to  that  perfe6t  liberty 
we  have  before  mentioned.  This  is  the 
cafe  when  an  eftablifhment  is  formed  upon 
the  mod  equitable  principles  poflible;  in. 
which  the  means  of  inftru£tion  are  adapted 
tb  anfwer  the  end,  at  the  lead:  expence  to 
the  community;  and  when  all  thofe  who 
diffent  from  it,  have  not  only  the  undifturb- 
ed  enjoyment  of  their  opinions  and  wor- 
ihip,  but  likewife,  all  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  citizens,  equally  with  their  con- 
forming brethren.  Such  an  eftablifhment 
is  what  many  diflenters,  and  fome  few  of  our 
moft  moderate  churchmen,  now  plead  fcar^ 
Mr.  Paley  has  argued,  much  to  his  honour,  in 
favour  of  fuch  an  eftablilhment  in  this  coun- 
try. His  liberality  to  diflenters  ought  not 
to  pafs  unnoticed.  "  I  perceive  no  reafon, 
fays  the  Archdeacon,  "  why  men  of  differ- 
"  ent  religious  perfuafions  may  not  fit  upon 
« the  fame  bench,  deliberate  in  the  fame 

^coundl. 
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•»  council  or  fight  in  the  fame  ranks,  as 
*•  well  as  men  of  various,  or  oppofite  opi- 
•«  nions,  upon  any  controverted  topic  of 
*'  natural  philofophy,  hiftory,  or  ethics  */' 

Toleration,  in  this  enlarged  sensed 
is  now  eftablifhed  in  France.  With  a 
church  formed,  as  we  have  feen,  on  the 
principles  of  moderation,  equity,  and  juf* 
tice,  a  fyftem  of  toleration  the  mod  per- 
fe6l  which  can  probably  exift  under  any 
national  church,  is  now  eftablifhed.  Men 
of  all  fe6ls  and  parties  are  brethren  and 
fellow-citizens,  they  have  equal  rights, 
and  enjoy  equally  the  privileges  of  civil 
fodety. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter,  under  this 
particular,  into  any  vindication  of  the  pro-* 
ceedings  of  the  National  Afferobly »  'yhofe 
Chriftians  (I  am  not  now  addrefling  mere 
Oatefmen)  who  afFe6l  to  reprobate  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, or  who  deprecate  our  imitating 
them  J  who  plead  for  perfecuting,  or  pe-p 
nal  laws,  and  who  wilh  to  exclude  all  dif- 
fenters  from  the  eftabliflied  church,  from 
many  of  the  common  rights  of  fociety,  muft 
forgive  me  for  harbouring  a  fufpicion  of 
their  lincerity.    You  plead  for  penal  laws, 

♦  Paley's  Philofophy,  vol.  II,  p.  339. 
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you   reprefent  them  as  neceflary  for  the 
prefervation  of  church  and   ftate.     Why 
then,  let  me  ferioufly  aik,  do  you  not  put 
them  in  execution?  You  know  thefe  laws 
are  continually  violated,    and    you    fuflfer 
them  to  be  violated  with  impunity.    We 
will   fuppofe  the  beft  reafon  poffible  for 
your  condu6l :  We  will  indulge  the  hope 
that  your  hearts  revolt  at  your  own  argu- 
ments.   You  plead   for  penal  laws ;  but 
would  you  plead  for  firailar  laws  in  any 
country    where  your  own  church  is  not 
eftablifhed  ?   "  Thou  art  a  Chriftian,  and 
/^  believeft  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  fent  from 
"  God,  and  that  there  is  no  other  name  by 
^*  which  men  can  be  faved  i- — Go,  and  pro- 
*^  fefs  this  thy  belief  at  Pekin  or  Conftan- 
"  tinople,   and   being  there  fpurned  with 
"  contempt,  and    excluded  from  all    civil 
"  truft  and  authority,  for  not  admitting  the 
"  divine  miflions  of  Confucius  or  Mahomet, 
"  think  whether  thou  wilt  not  have  reafon 
^*  tb  accufe  the  ruling  powers  in  thofe  im- 
"  menfe  empires  of  injuftice  *  ?"      When 
thou  haft  iJjought,  then,  if  thy  confcience 

*  Bifliop  of  Landaff's  late  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  his 
Diocefs, 
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wilt  fufFer  thee,  plead  for  ftatutes  which 
thou  wouldeft  not  fcruple  to  exclaim  againft, 
in  any  country  but  thine  own,  as  unjuft  and 
tyrannical.  **  As  ye  would  that  men  fhould 
^^  do  unto  you,  do  ye  alfo  unto  them/^ 

Inftead  therefore  of  defending  the  princi- 
ples of  toleration,  I  Ihall  enter  upon  the  paore 
pleafing  tafk  of  defcribing  their  progrefs, 
I  (hall  give  fome  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  National  Aflembly ;  and  fhall 
fliew  the  happy  effe6ls  that  have  already 
refulted  from  that  almpft  perfe6l  fyftenj* 
which  in  France  has  been  adopted. 

Was  I  to  do  juftice  to  my  fubjedl,  I  fhould 

prefent  to  my  readers  a  fliort  hiftory  of  th^ 

church  of  France,  preceding  the  revolu- 

tioo*     But  I  have  no  inclination  to  ran- 

D  d  i^  ^  fack 

*  See  a  concife  account  of  the  perfccutions  in  France, 
in  the  preface  to  the  firft  volume  of  the  Englifh  tranflation 
of  Saurin's  fermons.  Several  of  my  readers  will  doubtlefs 
recolleja,  many  aifeding  allufions  to  the  fufFerings'  of  the 
JPrpteftants,  in  thofe  celebrated  difcourfes.  How  would  that 
great  and  good  nian  above  mer^tiope^  h^ve  rejoiced  to  have 
witnefled  the  late  revolution. 

I  cannot  here  l)elp  noticing  Mr.  Burke's  apology  for  the 
old  church  of  France ;  it  is  truly  curious.  «'  If  the  old  per- 
"  fecutors  drove  people  from  one  religion,  they  provided  foF 
"  them  another,  iq  which  men  might  take  r?fugc  ^nd  exr 

pe6l 
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lack  the  dark,  the  bfeck,  the  bloody  records 
of  ecclefiaftical  villainy.  When  a  church 
eeafes  to  perfecute,  we  had  better  almoft  forr. 
get  that  Ihe  has  perfecuted.  The  only  ufe  we 
ought  to  make  of  her  former  crimes,  {hould 
be  to  prevent  their  repetition,  by  deftroying 
the  principles  which  gave  them  birth.  If 
I  therefore  fay  that  the  Gallican  church  was 
formerly  a  den  of  perfecutors,  it  is  only  to 
fexcite  the  greater  admiration  of  my  coun*<- 
trymen  towards  the  French  nation,  an4 
iheir  warmer  gratitude  to  that  Godlike  af-^ 
fembly,  the  first  in  Europe,  which  has 
fexalted  toleration  to  its  prefent  height  of 
glory. 

Upon  fuch  a  topic,  I  lament  I  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  exprefs  my  feelings:  I  muft  bor* 
row  the  language  of  one  of  thofe  extraor*-! 
dinary  men,  who  feems  to  have  been  en-^ 
dowed  with  an  Angelic  intelligence,  who  in 

«'  pe6l  confolation."  (Appeal  p.  11.)  Surely  no  perfecutor 
ivas  ever  guilty  of  fuch  infulting  cruelty  as  to  fay  to  a  man, 
I  have  pillagisd,  plundered^  and  ruined  you:  and  now  if  yoq 
Will  forfake  your  own  religion,  you  may  accept  of  one^ 
in  whichi  although  you  are  perfuaded  it  abounds  with 
idolatry,  and  wickednefs,  you  may  take  refuge  and  ex- 
pert confolation.  Mr.  B.  ought  to  have  been  a  member 
of  the  holy  inquifition ;  his  ingenuity  might  then  have  beeni' 
cxcrcifed  10  refining  on  the  art  of  torture, 

profe 


profe  as  "well  as  in  poetry  ranged  ^'  beyond 
**  the  vifible  diurnal  fphere/'  and  who  one 
would  imagine  forefaw  not  only  the  revolu- 
tion which  h9S  recently  taken  plaqe,  but 
the  furprize  and  difmay  which  it  excites  in 
furrounding  nations.  "  Methinks  (fays  the 
^'  great  Milton)  I  fee  in  my  mind  a  noble 
^'  and  puiiTant  nation  roufing  herlelf  like  a 
^<  (trong  man  after  deep,  and  (baking  her 
f^  invincible  lopks;  methinks  I  fee  her  as  an 
*^  eagle  mueing  her  mighty  youth,  and  kind- 
f*  ling  her  undaszled  eyes  at  the  full  mid-* 
"  day  beam ;  unfcaling  her  long  abufed 
«  fight  at  the  fountain  itfelf  of  heavenly 
♦^  radiance ;  while  the  whole  noife  of  timo^ 
**  rous  and  flocking  birds,  with  thofe  alfo 
*f  that  love  the  twilight,  flutter  about  amar 
*^  zed  at  what  flie  means^  and  in  their  envi-r 
««  ous  gabble,  prognofticate  nothing  but  fe6ls 
«^andfchifmsV 

There  were,  previous  to  the  revolution, 
fome  fymptoms  which  fliewed  that  thci 
French  nation  was  awaking  from  her  long 
|leep.  The  king  had  advanced  Mr.  Neckar, 
a  Proteftant,  to  the  firft  place  in  adminif- 

♦  Mil  ton  V  Areppagitica,  A  new  edition  of  this  work 
has  been  lately  publiflied  in  |2mo.  by  Dilly. 

tration, 
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tration.  Although  the  Proteftants  had  no 
Jegal  toleration,  and  it  was  unfafe  for  them 
to  aflemble  for  religious  worlhip,  yet  in  the 
year  1787  fome  civil  privileges  were  granted 
them.  An  edift  was  iffued  declaring  that 
they  might  enjoy  legal  marriage  and  bu- 
rial; privileges  which  they  had  been  de- 
prived of  for  more  than  a  century  paft. 

Amongft  other  means  which  have  bfeen 
iifeful  in  opening  the  eyes  of  the  people  in 
general,  the  various  writings  of  different 
nations  and  parties  may  be  mentioned. 
Although  the  pjrefs  was  under  fevere  reftric- 
tions,  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  the  pub- 
lication of  any  fort  of  writings  whatever. 
The  fermons  of  our  beft  Englifh  divines,  to-r 
gether  with  thofe  of  the  French  refugees, 
were  to  be  found  in  every  library  worthy 
pf  notipe.  The  difcourfes  of  Saurin  were 
almoft  as  popular  as  thofe  of  the  moft  cele-^ 
brated  French  preachers:  but  it  was  not 
only,  or  perhaps  principally,  by  fuch  wri-.- 
tings  that  France  was  illuminated.  Provi- 
dence has  made  ufe  of  very  different  means 
for  this  purpofe.  The  wqrkg  of  Hume 
(which  have  been  much  read  in  France) 
Voltaire,  Rouffeau,  not  to  mention  many 
others,  enemies  to  chriftianity,  have  been  of 
gfTentieil  fervice  iri  promoting  tjie  welfare  of 
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a  caufe  they  meant  to  deftroy.  They  have 
cleared  away  that  fuperftition  and  bigotry, 
thpfe  loads  of  rubbifti  which  blocked  up  the 
path,  the  only  one  by  which  men  can  ever 
arrive  at  the  beft  knowledge  of  every  kind  ; 
free  and  impartial  examination.  It  is  true 
thefe  writings  contain  many  extravagant  as 
well  as  wicked  pofitions,  but  the  great  phy- 
fician  of  the  moral  wojrld,  like  a  Ikilful  phy- 
fician  in  the  natural,  frequently  makes  ufe 
of  poifons,  and  in  his  infinite  wifdom  caufes 
them  to  adminifter  to  thp  health  of  a  whole 
nation. 

The  French  people  being  thus  prepared, 
we  find  the  National  Affembly  at  the  com- 
piencement  of  their  proceedings,,  difcoyering 
thofe  fentiments  which  have  done  them  fo 
much  honour.  In  the  firft  part  of  their  con- 
ftitution,  the  declaration  of  rights,  we, read 
the  following  article  ;  **  No  perfon  Ihall  be 
f*  molefted  for  his  opinions,  eyen  fuph  as  are 
'*  religious,  provided  that  the  manifeftation 
*'  of  thofe  opinions  does  not  difturb  the  pubr 
«*  lie  order  eftablilhed  by  the  law  */' 

It  has  been  obferved  by  many,  that  this 
article  was  not  fo  explicit  as  it  ought  to  have 
been  j  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  it 

*  ^onftitution,  p,  20 
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h  liable  to  mifinterpretation.  As  it 
however  been  explained  by  varioiis  decrees^ 
and  by  ccxiflant  pradtioe^  it  has  been  thus 
tmiveiiaUy  underftood  ;  that  every  man  has 
arighttohisownopinicHis,  to  exprefs  them 
in  whatever  manner  he  pleafes,  and  to  fol- 
low that  mode  of  worfliip  he  is  inclined  to» 
without  any  other  limitaticMiy  than  that  he 
does  not  by  any  overt  a6i,  infringe  upon 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  fellow  dti-» 
fens,  as  by  law  efiabliihed. 

I  cannot  but  here  take  notice  of  a  circum^ 
fiance  that  occurred  in  the  debate  <m  the 
above  article,  which  ferves  to  iUuftrate  the 
difpofition  of  the  French  <m  this  fulgeft. 
When  Monf.  Rabaud  de  St.  Etienn^  in  an 
admirable  fpeech  in  favour  of  complete  to« 
leration,  mentioned  that  he  was  infbrudled 
to  aik  for  an  impartial  code,  or  as  he  ex-* 
l^ained  it,  for  univerf^  lib«ty  of  confcience; 

^*  WE   HAVE   THE   SAME  INSTRUpT|CWS,"  WaS 

the  genial  exclamation.  Such  was  the  li-> 
|)eral  difpdition  of  the  conftituents,  and  pf 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  French  empire. 

This  toleration  does  not  extend  merely 
to  Proteftants,  as  they  are  termed.  All 
fe6ls  and  parties,  whatever  may  be  their 
ppinioxis,  or  wh^tev^  worfliip  they  may 

perfonuj^ 


perform,  are  equally  induded.  Even  the^ 
poor  defpifed  feed  of  Abraham,  thofe  out«» 
calls  from  fociety,  who  have  been  univer-^ 
fally  degraded  and  pillaged,  are  for  the  firift 
time,  in  a  Chriftjan  country,  acknowledged 
and  received  as  brethren.  It  requires  little 
penetration  to  f<»:etel,  that  by  thus  being  raif- 
ed  to  an  equality  with  the  reft  of  the  commu« 
nity,  they  will  become  equally  refp«6lable. 
If  there  are  any  perfons  in  this  country 
who  are  inclined  to  be  fevere  on  the  Jews, 
on  account  of  that  condu6t  which  it  muft 
be  confeiTed  has  too  often  diftinguifhed 
them,  let  fuch  perfons  only  refle6t  ir^what 
manner  they  (the  Jews)  have  been  treated. 
If  we  a6t  injurioufly  to  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, can  we  wonder  if  they  aft  in  a  fimi* 
lar  m  nner  to  us  in  return  ?  Let  us  behave 
honourably,  and  reftore  to  men  their  rights, 
for  that  is  the  beft  way  to  make  them 
honourable  in  fociety  ♦. 

This  toleration  does  not  merely  relate 
to  opinions  or  worihip.    The  different  fe6lg 

*  See  the  Abbe  Gregoire*s  excellent  diflertation  con* 
ceming  the  Jews,  of  which  a  trsiiQation  has  been  lateljr 
publiflied. 
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of  diffeiiterS  from  the  eftabllfhed  church 
are  not  infultingly  told,  "  You  may  wor- 
"  ftiip  God  as  you  pleafe,  but  you  (hall  not 
^*  be  admitted  to  offices  of  truft,  without 
*^  pubUcly  deferring  your  principles/'  No; 
this  toleration  runs  through  all  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  political  and  civil  fo- 
ciety.  The  conftitution  knows  no  religious 
opinicfis.  All  men  are  citizens.  "  All  citi- 
"  zens  being  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
"  are  equally  admiffible  to  public  honour, 
**  places,  and  offices,  according  to  their  ca- 
'*  pacity,  and  without  any  other  diftindtion 
"  but;  that  of  their  virtue,  and  of  their  ta- 
"  lents  *.  In  the  primary  and  electoral  af- 
femblies,  in  the  municipalities  and  depart-^ 
ments,  in  the  National  Aflembly,  in  the 
various  branches  of  adminiftration,  yea,  on 
the  Throne  itfelf,  no  religious  diftindlions 
are  looked  for. 

It  was  the  admirable  language  of  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  bilhop  in  the  National  Aflem- 
bly ;  Godistbefolejuflgeofconfciefice.  Every 
MAN  has  a  right  to  bis  religious  opinions,  and 
to  profefs  them  in  whatever  manner  he  pleafes. 
If  the  king  was  to  declare  himself  a 

*  Conftitution,  p.  19. 
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l^RbTfiSTANT,    HE   HAS  AN  EQUAL  hlGnt   SO 
TO    DO  WITH   ANY  OF   THE  CITIZENS.      Hear 

this !  ye  bifhops  and  ecclefiaftics,  friends  to 
penal  laws  in  Qther  countries : 

"  Ye  lefler  ftars,  hide  your  diminiflied  heads!" 

Such  is  the  extent  of  toleration  ih 
France,  that  country  which  in  this  re- 
fpe6l,  as  well  as  fo  many  others,  has  fet 
fuch  a  glorious  example  to  furrounding 
empires. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  cJonfider  fome  of 
the  effedls  which  have  already,  in  the  fhort 
compafs  of  two  years,  refulted  from  fuch 
a  liberal  and  enlarged  fyftem. 

The  iPiRST  PRIVILEGE  which  the  diflen- 
ters  from  the  eftablilhed  church  have  been 
eager  to  embrace  is.  The  public  profession 
Of  THEIR  religion.  In  the  growing  negledt 
of  public  worfliip  in  this  country,  proceed- 
ing from  a  variety  of  unhappy  caufes,  thiji 
privilege .  may  by  many,  be  lightly  efteem-"^ 
ed.  Thofe  alfo,  who  attend  divine  fervice, 
principally  from  education  or  cufrom,  can- 
not form  any  proper  eftimation  of  what 
affords  them  fo  little  pleafure.  But  thofe 
happy  few,  who  find  in  the  fervice  of  their 

God, 


C  4t«  3 

God,  duty  and  privil^e  equally  united* 
need  not^  he  told  how  great  the  blefling  19 
of  religious  aflemblies.  To  fuch  perfons  I 
(hall  make  no  apology  for  giving  rather  a 
minute  account,  of  the  opening  of  one  or 
two  places  of  worlhip  in  a  country,  which 
previous  to  the  revolution,  fufFered  no  re- 
ligbn  but  what  was  eftabliftied. 

The  firft  church  which  I  fhall  notice,  is 
that  which  was  opened  at  Dunkirk,  an  ac- 
count of  which,  although  it  has  already  ap* 
peared  in  one  of  our  public  prints,  is  too 
valuable,  not  to  be  ftill  more  extenfively 
circulated.  The  writer  thus  expreffes  himt- 
felf :  "  We  now  begin  to  enjoy  the  beft 
•^  benefits  of  the  new  conftitution,  in  the 
"  exercife  of  our  own  worfhip.  On  Sun-» 
«  day  laft  an  Englilh  Proteftant  church  was 
"  opened  here,  an  obje6l  that  has  been 
"  long  in  contemplation,  but  never  before 
«  accompliflied.  The  number  of  Proteft- 
"  ants  in  this  place  is  very  great,  the 
**  church  was  fo  full,  that  many  flood 
"  in  the  paflage  throughout  the  fervice, 
"  while  others  returned  for  want  of  room* 
^  We  have  every  appearance  of  forming  a 
*<  large  and  refpeftable  fociety,  for  the  plan 

«  that 
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«« that  is  adopted  has  in  view  the  union  of 
'«  all  Ptoteftants ;  Epifcopalian,  Preibyteri- 
•«  ans,  or  other  diflenters.  The  church  of 
**  England  fervice  is  made  uJe  of,  reformed 
"  upon  the  plan  of  the  late  Dr.  Clarke,  Rec- 
« tor  of  St.  James's,  in  which  the  excep- 
'*  tionable  paflages  of  the  common-prayar 
**  are  omitted.  It  is  a  plan  that  gives  ge- 
**  neral  fatisfa6lion,  and  many  of  all  parties 
**  intereft  themfelves  greatly  in  the  caufe. 
«*  The  National  Affembly  has  provided  very 
'*  generoufly  for  thofe  who  diffent  from  the 
".eftablilhed  church.  All  fefts  have  the 
*«•  liberty  of  conducing  baptifms,  marri- 
*«  ages,  and  burials  according  to  their  own 
*  forms,  and  a  regifter  of  them  is  kept  in 
'*  the  chamber  of  the  tribunal  *." 

In  the. fame  town  another  church  has 
been  opened  by  a  clergyman,  of  the  chiurch 
of  England,  in  which  the  common  fervice 
is  ufed.  A  miftake  was,  however,  made 
which,  as  it  was  the  firft  of  the  kind,  in 
France,  I  wifh  it  may  be  the  laft.  The 
minifter,  unluckily,  brought  over  fome 
of  his  high  church  prejudices  with  him, 
and  attempted  to  fow  his  tares  amongft  the 

•  Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Dunkirk,  dated  Auguft  lo. 

Ee  ■  wheat. 


fvheati  by  urging  fome  of  the  congrega-i' 
ticm  not  to  be  married  by  their  own  mini-^ 
iler,  Becaufe  he  was  mt  ordained  by  a  lAfb(3p. 
.This  mje  admonition  ws^  treated  as  it  de- 
fetved^  and  ferved  wily  to  create  a  fmile.  i 
have  thought  it  right  to  mention  this  dr- 
cum(^anoe»  as  I  am  a  moft  fincere  friend  t(P 
the  fpread  of  Chriftianity,  under  any  of  iUf 
forms.  Any  thing  of  religion  is  better  than 
indolence,  vice,  and  that  (hipideft  of  all 
Hupid  ignorance,  attachment  to  preju- 
'dices  hecmife  they  are  prejudices.  With 
my  beft  wilhes,  therefore,  of  fuccefs  to  any 
Df  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  England^  who 
may  endeavour  to  fpread  the  reformed  re- 
ligion in  France,  I  have  only  to  exprefk  my 
hope,  that  they  will  carefully  avoid  the 
blunder  of  their  Dunkirk  brother. 

In  the  fame  town  there  are  a  number  of 
Quakers,  who  have  lately  opened  a  placd 
for  religious  worfliipi^  which  X  am  informed 
|a  refpe6tably  attended. 

At  Bologneyar  la  mery  an  Englifli  chrarch 
bas  lately  been  opened : ,  the  minifler  pa?each-p 
od  his  firll  fermon  from  thof?  appofks 
words  in  Revelations,  chapter  iiL  verfe  8. 
"  Behold  I  have  fet  before  thee  an  open 
*'  door,  and  no  man  can  (hut  it.'' 

Iftiall 
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t  fliali  here  ftop  my  account  of  Knglifh 
churches.  Thefe  inftances  are  fufficient  to 
fhew  the  happy  effe6ls  of  toleration,  as  it 
relates  to  Englilhmen  who  are  already  fet« 
tied,  or  who  may  fettle  in  France  at  any 
future  period. 

But  the  natives  of  the  country  are  more 
particularly  interefled  on  this  occafion.  Al* 
though  it  is  a  trite  obfervation,  yet  it  can 
never  be  too  often  repeated,  that  perfecut- 
ing  or  penal  laws  never  anfwer  the  end. 
Notwithftanding  the  violent  meafures  for- 
merly purfued  to  fupprefs  the  French  Pro- 
teftants,  it  is  a  fa6l,  that  they  never  effe6t- 
ed  the  defigned  purpofe.  There  are  great 
numbers  ^  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  the 
department  of  LanguedoCy  one  of  the  moll 
flourifliing,  contains  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand.  Thefe  are  the 
perfons  who  more  fenfibly  feel  the  bleffing 
of  toleration.  The  account  of  the  open- 
ing of  one  of  the  French  churches  in  the 
capital,  of  which  I  was  a  witnefs,  will  be 
fufficient  to  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  for  the  reft. 

Amongft  the  various  reforms  which  have 

been  made  in  the  religious  eftablifhment,  is 

that  of  r  educing  the  number  of  parifties, 

confequently   of  churches.     Every   body 

Ee  2  Knows 
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knows  that  in  the  Catholic  ooontries,  there 
are  numbers  of  diurches  more  than  are 
neoeOary.  At  Paris,  there  are  dghteen 
^hichhave  been  (hut  up,  and  advertifed 
dther  for  lale,  or  hire,  to  any  religions 
coramiinity.  The  Prot^ants  at  Paris,  as 
foon  as  toleration  was  granted  them,  loft 
no  time  in  aflembling  themfelves  together  ; 
their  firil  meetings  were  held  in  a  fpadous 
room  in  one  of  the  hotels ;  this  was  found 
too  imall ;  as  foon  therefore  as  the  churches 
were  to  be  difpofed  of,  they  hired  one  for 
their  greater  convenience,  and  for  conduct- 
ing their  worfhip  in  a  more  public  man- 
ner. The  church  fixed  upon,  was  that  of 
St.  Louis  de  LwarCj  a  handibme  oval  build- 
ing, formerly  ufed  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
and  fituated  clofe  to  the  palace  of  the  Thuil- 
leries,  as  well  as  to  that  of  which  it  bears 
the  name.  A  few  days  previous  to  its  be- 
ing opened,  notice  was  given  to  the  de- 
partment, who  iflued  proclamations  to  the 
people,  exhorting  them  to  conduct  them- 
felves like  citizens  of  a  free  and  enlightened 
nation.  In  this  proclamation  it  was  affert- 
ed,  that  the  liberty  now  granted  to  the 
Proteftants  was  not  a  matter  of  favour,  it 
was  only  the  reiloration  of  a  right  of  which 

they 


they  had  been  long  deprived.  As  this; 
however,  was  the  firft  time  of  an  aflembly 
of  Proteftants  meeting  for  public  worfhip, 
for  this  century  paft,  and  as  their  place  of 
meeting  was  a  church  which  had  b^n  uni- 
formly devoted  to-  Utie  eftablilhed  fervice, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  order  a  detach- 
ment of  the  national  guards  to  prevent  any 
difturbance;  a  precaution,  which  though 
prudent,  was  afterwards  found  unnecef- 
fary  ♦.  It  was  Sunday  the  twenty-fecond  of 
May,  which  was  devoted  to  this  triumph 
of  reafon,  philofophy,  liberty,  and  religion. 
Previous  to  my  entering  the  church,  I 
obferved  the  following  infcriptions  on  the 
front  of  it. 

Van  de  Jefus  Chrijl  1 79 1.     Lefecmd  de  la  llherte. 

Edifice  confacri  a  mt  cube  religieux,  par  une  Jociete  fat^ 

tlculiere 

PaIX    ET   LiBERTEt. 

On  entering  the  church,  I  perceived  that 
piety  and  prudence  had  united  to  prepare 
the  place  fuitable  for  the  audience.    The 

♦  How  would  our  populace  in  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom behave,  were  the  churches  to  be  let  to  the  Prclby- 
terians? 

+  The  two  latter  fentences  are  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
the  front  of  every  church  which  is  not  of  the  eltablifli- 
ment. 

E  e  3  piaures. 
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pi6lure(5|  with  other  inftruments  of  idola- 
try had  been  removed,  but  their  vacancies 
were  all  filled  with  fomething  ufeful  and 
edifying.  Over  the  main  altar  were  placed 
Tbe  tet(  commandments  of  God '^i  and  in  dif- 
ferent parts  the  Lor£s  prayer ^  the  ApoJlU's 
greedy  the  Declaration  of  the  rights  of  man^ 
9nd  the  Duties  of  the  citizen.  I  had  taken 
my  ftation  ^only  a  few  minutes,  before  the 
church  (which  conveniently  holds  ^bout 
leven  hundred  people)  was  completely 
fnrouded.  I  was  afterwards  informed,  many 
hundreds  went  away,  who  were  not  able 
%o  gAin  admittance. 

It  may  not,  perhapsi  be  ufelefs  to  inform 
fome  of  my  readers,  that  the  manner  in 
which  the  French  Proteftants  condudl  their 

*  I  cannot  but  notice  this  circumftance  of  placing  the 
commandments  with  the  above  title,  and  hope  the  example 
will  be  followed  in  every  Proteftant  chwch  in  a  Catholic 
country.  It  is  (hocking  to  obferve,  that  die  praAice  of  ^- 
tering  the  decalogue  is  dill  continued  in  jnany  countries. 
1  have  now  by  me  two  catechifms,  Mrhich  I  purchaled  iq 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  printed  by  the  authority  of  the 
Archbiftiop  of  Mecklin,  in  one  of  which  the  fecond  com- 
mandment is  ftrangely  mutilated,  and  in  the  other  entirely 
left  out.  The  ninth  commandment  being  divided,  makes 
up  the  number.  This  is  one  inftance  amongft  hundredsr^ 
of  the  honeft  treatment  men  meet  with,  when  they  refiga 
their  underftandings  to  fri£STS« 

worfhip. 


worihipi  is  fomething  between  that  of  th« 
members  of  the  eftablifhment,  and  the  dif- 
fenters  in  this  country,  and  what  fome  may 
think  an  improvement  on  both.  They 
have  their  liturgy,  containing  fervice?  for 
the  offices  of  baptifm,  marriage,  &c,  and 
various  forms  of  prayer,  but  they  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  them.  Their  ccmfef- 
fion  of  faith,  and  catechifm  are  calvinifticaly 
and  the  French  Prpteftants  have  in  general 
been,  what  are  called  moderate  Cdvinijls. 
The  firft  part  of  the  fervice  (performed  by 
the  clerk)  confided  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  in  finging,  the  latter  accompani- 
ed by  the  organ.  The  eighth  chapter  of 
the  firft  book  of  Kings,  and  the  fecond  chap- 
ter of  St  Luke,  were  among  other  portion* 
of  Scripture  read ;  and  the  eighty-fourth 
and  the  hundred  and  twenty-fecond  pfalms 
were  fung  on  the  occafion.  A  circumftance^ 
which  though  many  may  think  triflings 
gave  me  fo  much  pleafure  that  I  cannot 
help  mentioning  it.  It  being  the  firft  time 
of  aflerabling  in  this  public  manner,  there 
was  a  fcarcity  of  plklm  books.  I  perceived 
many  lending  their  books  to  others,  at  the 
fame  time  without  inconvenience  to  them- 
feU  es.  They  had  the  pfalms  p^fe6t  in  their 
E  e  4  hearts. 
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hearts,  and  fang  them  with  theii'  lips,  with-* 
out   difficuhy.    Many  I  doubt  not,    then 
prefent,  had  made  the  Pfahns  of  David  their 
fongs  in  the  houfe  of  their  pilgrimage.    The 
ten   commandments    were    read,    during 
which  the   minifter   (Monf.  Marron)   af- 
cended  the  pulpit.     After  finging  another 
pfalm,  he  ofiered  up  a  prayer  expreflive  of 
gratitude  to  the  Deity  for  the  mercies  then 
vouchfafed,  and  entreating  his  prefence  and 
bleffing.    The  fermon  was  then  preached 
from  Romans,  chapter  xiii.  verfe  is.     The 
nigbt  is  far  Jj^ntj  &e  day  is  at  band:  let  us, 
therefore  y  ca/l  cfftbe  work  of  darknefs,  and 
let  us  put  on  the  armour  of  light.    Inftead  of 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  the  difcourfe, 
I  ftiall  only  obferve  that  the  occafion  was 
great,  and  the  preacher  well  qualified  to 
improve  it.    He  fliewed  himfelf  the  philo- 
fopher,  the  patriot,  the  orator,  and  the 
Chriftian.    After  the  fermon,  which  lafted 
upwards  of  an  hour  (I  believe  every  hearer 
thought  it  a  fhort  one)  followed  what  is 
called  the  long  prayer,  in  which  the  mini- 
fter, after  again  expreffing  the  moft  grate- 
ful praifes  and  thankfgivings  to  God  for 
the  peculiar  favours  of  the  day,   poured 
forth  the  moft  earneft  petitions  for  the 

welfare 
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welfare  and  prpfperity  of  the  French  em- 
pire ;  for  the  National .  Affembly ;  for  the 
King,  the  Queen ;  the  departments ;  the 
municipalities  ;  the  citizens  ;  for  the  com- 
pletion, and  the  liability  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  During  the  fermon,  I  could  not  but 
admire  the  peculiar  animation  of  the 
preacher,  and  the  fixed  attention  of  the 
audience.  But  during  the  prayer,  both 
preacher  and  hearers  were  fo  uncommonly 
affeaed,  that  I  believe  there  were  few  per- 
fons,  Proteftants  or  Catholics,  but  were  in 
tears*.  When  the  prayer  was  concluded, 
the  belief  was  read,  and  two  children  were 
baptifed.  The  whole  fervice  concluded 
by  finging  a  paraphrafe  on  the  prayer  of 
Simeon  ;  "  Lord  now  letteft  thou  thy  fer- 
"  vant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy 
«  word,  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falva- 
**  tion  r  and  furely  never  were  words  more 
applicable,  from  the  time  they  were  firft 
uttered  by  the  aged  faint  in  the  temple, 
when  he  embraced  the  infant  Saviour  in  his 
arms,  than  on  the  prefent  occalion.  If  cor- 
rupt flatefmen  fmile  at  this  relation,  and 

*  The  Catholics  were  more  particularly  afFe6led  with 
this  ex  tempore  prayer,  as  they  have  nothing  of  the  kind  in 
their  own  churches* 

attempt 


attempt  td  turn  it  into  ridicule— Avaunt, 
ye  enemies  of  raankindj  you  caijnot  enter 
into  our  feelings !  an  attempt  to  convey 
them  to  you,  would  be  equally  vain^  as 
an  attempt  to  convey  the  harmony  of  founds 
to  the  deaf,  or  the  beauty  of  colours  to  the 
blind.  But  I  make  no  doubt  that  fome  per-* 
fons^  from  perufmg  this  account^  faint  and 
imperfedt  as  it  is,  will  feel  a  flame  glowing 
in  their  hearts  fimilar  to  that  which  filled 
the  fouls  of  theParb  audience^  and  which  will 
conftrain  them  to  break  forth  in  the  lan- 
guage of  gratitude;  Blejfed  be  God  for  the 
French  Revolution. 

The  coUeftion  at  the  doors  for  the  poor 
(which  always  concludes  the  fervice  of  the 
foreign  proteftant  churches)  amounted  to 
upwards  of  fixty  pounds  ft»ling.  I  had 
on  my  return  the  pleafure  of  conv«rfing= 
with  feveral  perfons  Catholics  as  well  as 
Proteftants,  and  the  fetisfa6lion  of  the  for- 
mer feemed  as  complete  as  that  of  the  lat- 
ter. I  fliall  only  add  that  the  devotion  of 
the  day  was  not  a  fudden  blaze,  extinguilh- 
ed  alinoft  as  foon  as  it  was  kindkd.  The 
church  continued  in  the  moft  flourilhing 
ftate,  and  when  the  facrament  was  adrai- 
niftered,  the  number  of  communicants  was 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Such 
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Such  are  the  dfecb  of  toleration  at  Paris; 
and  when  the  reader  recollects  that  fimilar 
effefts  are  taking  place  throughout  the 
French  empire,  he  may  form  fome  idea  of 
the  happy  confequences  refulting  from  tha 
enlightened  fyftem  of  the  National  Af^ 
fembly*. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  exercife  of  their 
religion  which  has  been  granted  to  the  Pro- 
teftants.  The  National  Affembly  have  re- 
ftored  to  them  that  property  of  which  the 
old  government,  inftigated  by  the  church, 
had  pillaged  them.  All  the  refugees,  and 
the  defcendants  of  the  refugees,  formerly 
banifhed  for  their  religion,  are  now  invited . 
to  return.  All  who  have  been  deprived  of 
their  eftates  may  now  reclaim  them.  To 
call  this  proceeding  ftri6l  juftice  is  not  fuf- 
iicient,  it  is  unexampled  generofity, 

*  It  would  tend  miich  to  the  reVivul  of  religion  in  France, 
were  focieties  formed  fomething  iimilar  to  that  excellent 
one  in  London,  for  "  promoting  religious  knowledge  among 
•«  the  poor."  I  ihould  imagine  focieties  might  be  founded 
on  fuch  liberal  principles  as  to  unite  both  Catholics  and 
Proteftants.  The  inftitution  of  Sunday  fchools  for  the 
children  of  the  poor^  would  likewife  be  of  infinite  fervice. 
If  any  of  the  French  fliould  look  over  thefe  pages  I  truft 
they  will  excufe  the  hints  here  fuggefted.  In  proportion 
'as  we  prize  liberty,  we  ought  to  prize  virtue,  which  can 
alone  render  it  defirable,  and  without  which  it  cannot  be 
lading. 

The 


The  happy  effedts  of  this  enlarged  tole- 
ration in  political  and  civil  fociety,  mud  not 
pafs  unnoticed.  All  religious  diftindlions, 
and  the  innumerable  unhappy  evils  refult- 
ing  therefrom,  are  annihilated.  Sedls  and 
parties  inftead  of  viewing  each  other  with 
an  envious  eye,  fufpedling  tlyat  each  wilhes 
to  be  uppermoft,and  exercilirig  their  mutual 
hatred,  have  nothing  now  to  quarrel  about. 

Do  we  wifh  for  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  happy  confequences  of  fuch  a  fyftem, 
let  us  turn  to  the  French  conftitution,  and 
alk  who  were  the  men  principally  employed 
in  its  fabrication  ?  If  we  look  at  the  com- 
mittee we  there  find  a  Raman  Catholic  bi/bop,  an 
Abb^j  a  Janfenijly  a  Protejiant  Prejbyterian 
mini/lery  and  a  Protejiant  Layman  *.  Is  there 
a  benevolent  heart  that  does  not  wifli  that 
all  fe6ls  and  parties  in  other  countries  would 
relinquifti  their  religious  differences  in  civil 
fociety,  and  forgiving  and  forgetting  all  for- 
mer animofities,  embrace  each  other  as  bre- 
thren ;  and  that  their  only  ftrife  might  be 
who  (hould  fhew  the  greateft  love  to  their 
country,  and  render  it  the  moft  effential  fer- 
vice. 

*  Monf.  Talleyrand,  bifliop  of  Autun;  the  Abbe  Sieyes; 
Monf.Thouret;  Monf.RabauddeSt.Eticnne;  andMont 
Barndve. 

The 
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The  happy  effedts  of  toleration  appear 
not  only  on  the  more  folemn  and  important 
occafions,but  even  in  the  Amufements  of  the 
French ;  the  theatre  ever  fince  the  revolu- 
tion, has  helped  to  confirm  the  people  in 
their  fentiments  of  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ty.   Mr.  Burke,  whofe  optics  whenever  he 
looks  at  France  feem  inverted,  is  refolved 
to  mifreprefent  the  people  on  every  occa* 
fion.    He  mentions  the  tragedy  of  Charles 
the  Ninth,  as  brought  on  the  ftage  to  "  teach 
"  the  French  perfecution;  to  flimulate  their 
•^  cannibal  appetites  by  variety  and  feafon- 
"  ing ;  and  to  quicken  them  to  an  alertnefs 
"  in  neW  murders  and  maffacres,  if  it  Ihould 
**  fuit  the  purpofe  of  theGuifes  of  the  day." 
Nothing  can  be  more  falfe.   I  had  twice  the 
melancholy  pleafure,  for  fo  I  muft  tertn  it, 
of  feeing  this  tragedy.    I  know  as  well  as 
Mr.  B.  what  it  is  to  weep  at  the  fiftitious  Woe 
of  a  Siddons,  but  the  tears  which  I  ftied  at 
the  reprefentation  on  the  French  theatre 
were  thofe  both  of  forrow  and  joy.   Of  for- 
row,  when  I  refle6led  on  thofe  horrid  fcenes 
in  real  life,  in  which  the  eftabliflied  priefts 
were  formerly  the  principal  a<5lors.    Of  joy, 
when  I  farther  refiedled,  that  fuch  fcenes 
could  never  be  again  renewed.    It  was  im- 

poflfible 
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poflible  for  me  not  to  catch  the  Frertch  en- 
thufiafm  which  then  burft  forth.  The  loud, 
l-epeated,  and  continued  (houts  of  applaufe, 
in  which  I  fo  heartily  joined,  were  the  fhout« 
of  vi6lory  and  triumph  over  flavery,  bigo- 
try, intolerance,  and  cnielty. 

Mr.  Burke  laments  that  "  the  authour  of 
**  the  tragedy  was  not  fent  to  the  gallies,  nof 
•*  the  players  t^  the  houfe  of  coriredlion.'* 
No,  Sir ;  there  not  being  any  inquifition  in 
France,  your  good  wifhes  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  execution.  I  in  my  turn  cannot 
help  lamenting  that  this  tragedy  is  not  in- 
troduced on  the  Englifh  ftage;  but  it  would 
not  do  on  many  accounts.  The  language 
is  too  in(lru6live,  the  dialogues  are  too  te- 
dious, to  fuit  the  faftidious  e»s  of  a  Britilh 
audience.  We  cannot  now  endure  even  the 
inftruftive  fpeeches  of  that  Shakefpeare  we 
pretend  to  idolize  ;  they  muft  be  curtailed 
and  frequently  omitted,  to  make  room  for 
the  after  reprefentation  of  fome  wretched 
farce,  which  feems  to  anfwer  no  other  pur- 
pofe,  than  to  obliterate  thofe  feelings,  which 
tragedy  fo  frequently  ihfpires^.  In  fuch  a 
fituation,  and  while  we  are  under  the  power 
of  a  variety  of  deep-rooted  prejudices,  it 
would  be  folly  to  attempt  to  introduce  a 
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play,  whidi  has  little  to  recommend  it^but 
the  pureft  and  mod  exalted  fentiments  of 
dvil  and  religkms  liberty  *^ 

Such  is  the  ftate  of  toleration  in  France, 
and  fuch  are  the  happy  eSe&s  already  pro^ 
duced.  If  the  reader  has  felt  any  plea« 
fure  in  this  account^  what  mud  his  indig-*' 
nation  be,  when  he  recoUeds  the  comparifon 
which  Mr.  Burke  has  made  between  the  con^ 
trivers  of  the  mafiacre  of  Paris,  and  the 
members  of  the  National  Affembly.  «^  The 
•*  Cardinal  of  Lorrain  was  the  murderer  of 
"  the  fixteenth  century ;  you  have  the^ory 
•♦  of  being  the  murderers  of  the  eighte^itfa, 

^  AND   THIS   IS    ALL   THB    DIFFERENCE   B^-- 

*•  TWEEN  you;"  That  is,  the  Cardinal  of 
Lorrain,  with  lus  brotho:  priefts,  contrived 
to  mafl&cre  i^o/xdo  (fome  writers  fay  half 
a  million)  of  Proteftants  in  cold  blood ;  the 
National  Affembly  have  eftablilhed  the  moft 
COMPLETE  TOLERATION^  chxiftendom  has 
yet  known  ;  and  yet  they  are  all  mur-^ 
DERERs  alike!  Has  Mr.  B.  not  a  fhadowr 

•  The  title  of  the  Tr^y  ifi,  Charks  tie  Aiafl5,  or 
A  SCHOOL  FOR  KINGS :  and  a  moR  excellent  fchodit  i& 
Monacchs  may  therein  learn  how  dangerous  it  is  for  them 
to  fuff^  thcmfelves  tq  be  led  by  ecclefiadics. 

of 
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of  r^ard  for  his  own  cbaraAer?  Does  he 
not  reoolle6l  that  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings 
is  fiill  pendmg  ?  (a  happy  drcamfiance  foe 
that  gentleman)  Does  he  YnSh  that  the 
houfe  of  peers  (hould  give  an  iota  of  credit 
to  what  he  has  faid^or  may  lay;  or  that  all 
his  eloquence  Ihould  not  be  counted  a  mere 
Vox  etpntterea  mHl?  Why  does  he  then  in- 
dulge himfelf  in  fuch  r a(h  declamaticxi  ? 

We  (hall  now  leave  France,  and  turn  to 
our  own.  country :  and  let  us  enquire  what 
is  the.  Hate  of  toleration  amongft  us?   We 
have  already  hinted  that  it  is  very  imperfe^l:^ 
that  thofe  who  diflent  from  the  eftabliihed  . 
church  are  partly  tolerated  and  partly  con-« 
nived  at.     Many  perfons  are  however  of  a 
difl^ent  opinion,  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  at- 
tend to  what   they  f^y  on   the   fubjefl:. 
Amongft  thofe  who  are  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  our  prefent  eftablilhment  as  to  think 
any  alteration  not  only  unneceflary,  but  ab- 
folutely  unlawful,  may  be  reckoned  a  pre- 
late whom  I  have  more  than  once  alluded 
to :  I  mean  Dr.  Horfley,  biftiop  of  St.  Da* 
vid's.    Let  us  attend  to  his  opinion  on  the 
fubjedt.     "  In  this  country  the  ftatefman 
«  finds  an  eftabliihed  church  amidft  a  va- 
«*  riety  of  brawling  fefl:s,  all  enjoying  the 
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•*  tilmoft  liberty  of  confcienCe,  yet  all  cla- 
*'  morons  againft  the  perfecuting  fpirit  of 
**  the  hierarchy^  to  whofe  cahdbuf  and  libe- 
'«  rality  they  ^e  in  gteat  part  indebted  for 
^'  the  blefling  of  a  general  toleration*/^ 
This  language,  though  contrary  to  fa6l, 
has  been  repeated  an  hundred  times  by  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  church  of  England. 
It  is  fo  extraordinary  that  I  Can  only  ac- 
count for  it  upon  one  principle,  namely  >  that 
it  is  ufual  for  perfons  whofe  chara6lers  are 
uniformly  and  notorioufly  deficient,  to  be 
the  trumpeters  of  their  own  virtues,  and  to 
offer  ftrains  of  flattery  to  thetnfelves  becaufe 
they  can  find  no  one  elfe  to  do  it  for  them. 
In  oppofition  however  to  hi^  lordlhip's  re- 
prefentation,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  af- 
ferting,  that  the  various  fe6ls  in  this  coun- 
try are  very  faf  from  enjpying  the  titmofl 
liberty  of  confcience ;  that  for  what  they 
do  ^oy,  they  are  not  in  the  leaft  indebt- 
ed to  the  candour  or  liberality  of  the  hier- 
archy ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  thofe 
fe6ls  firmly  to  unite  and  to  proteft  againft 
that  perfecuting  fpirit  which  this  hierarchy 
ever  has  difplay^,  and  I  am  afraid  will 

t  Rtviewof  the  Diflenters  cafe,  'p^  37.  *     * 
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..  continue  to  difplay  as  long  as  it  is  fufi^ed 
•  to-exift  in  its  prdent  ftate.  A  few  hiftoric 
.  £u^s,  and  a  few  obfervations  on  what  has 
•recently  taken  place,  will  be  fuffident  to 
-prove  eadi  of  thefeafliations.  - 

In  ord^  to  do  juftice  to  the  candour  and 
.libera&y  of  the  church  of  England,  I  ought 
.to  give  a  Iketch  of  h&  conduct  fince  the  pe- 
jriod  (he  firft  called  herfelf  reformed,  I 
ftiould  refer  to  the  reigns  of  Qiieett  Elizabeth 
■and  the  Stuarts;  we  fliould  find  a/n*% 
difpky  of  thefe  virtues  in  her  ooaduft  to  the 
,Puritans.  The  whole  body  were  dreadfully 
perfecuted  merely  on  account  of  thek- reli- 
gious Opinions ;  fome  oi  tibem  were  hanged, 
-sad  thoufands  driven  to  America*.    We 

ihaU 

*  Amongft  others^  who  after  being  nearly  rained  by  the 
ecciefiaftical  courts,  left  his  couutry,  and  went  firft  to  Ley«> 
den  and  from  thence  to  America,  was  Mr.  John  Robin- 
*sONj  the  founder  of  the  Mk  XKDfiPSNPBKX  diurch  in 
-England.  His^  partii^  addrefs  to  his  cdngr^;at4on  contains 
£ich  excellent  featiment$«  and  breaches  fuch  a  chriftian  f{>irit^ 
as  render  it  well  worthy  the  attention  of  sdl  k&s  and  par« 
desy  even. in  our  more  enlightened  day ;  I  therefore  make 
Ao  zpchgf  for  prefenting  it  to  the  reader. 

«  Brethren, 
.     ••.  We  are  now  quickly  to  part  from  one  another,  and 
*'  whether  I  may  ever  iiveto  fee  your  faceson  earth  any  more 

« the 
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(hall  liowever  pafs  over  theTe  periods,  mid 
only  glance  at  the  fmXling  featur€S^  of  the 

♦•  the  God  of  heaven  only  knows ;  but  whether  the  Lord 
*^  has  appointed  that  or  not,  I  diatge  you  before  God  atid 
'<  his  blefled  angels,  that  you  follow  ise  no  fortfaer  than  you 
«'  have  fecn  me  foUow.the  Lord  Jcltis  Chrift.  If  God  re* 
^*  veal  any  thing  to  you  by  any  other  Inflrument  of  his,  be 
**  as  ready  to  receive  it  as  ever  you  was  to  receive  any  truth 
»*  by  my  miniftry ;  for  I  ««m  verily  perfuaded  that  God  h»i 
*<  more  truth  yet  to  bre^  forth  from  his  holy  wojji.  For 
«<  my  part  I  cannot  fufficiently  bewail  the  condition  cf  the 
«<  reformed  churches,  who  are  come  to  a  period  in  religion, 
*<  and  wilt  go  at  prefent  no  farther  than  the  inftruments  of 
*<  their  reformation  ;  the  Lutherans  can't  be  drawn  to  go 
^  beyond  what  Luther  faw ;  whatever  part  of  the  will  of 
iF«  our  God  has  been  iQiewn  to  Cahin^  diey  will  die  rstther 
♦*  than  embrace  its  and  the  Gahinijis  you  fee  ftick  fad 
<*  where  they  were  left  by  that  great  man  of  God  who  yet 
•'  faw  not'  all*  things*  This  is  a  mifery  much  to  be  la- 
*  mented;  fi}r  though  they  were  burning  and  fhining  li^ts 
•*  in  their  tinrujs,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  whole 
•*  counfel  of  God,  but  were  they  now  living,  would  be  a$ 
«*  willing  to  embrace  farther  light  as  that  which  thqr  firft 
*<  received.  I  befeech  you  remember  'tis  an  article  of  your 
**  church  covenant,  that  you  be  ready  to  receive  whatever 
^  truth  Jhall  he  made  hmwn  to  you  from  the  written  word 
^  of  God.  I  muft  herewithal  exhort  you  to  take  heed^ 
<<  what  you.  receive  as  truth,  examine  it,  confider  it,  and 
«  compare  it  with  other  fcriptures  of  truth,  before  you  re- 
<<  ceive  it :  for  it  is  not  pollible  the  chiiftian  world  fhould 
«  come  fo  lately  out  of  fuch  thick  antichriftian  darknefs, 
«<  and  that  perfedion  of  knowledge  Aould  break  forth  at 
^  once."  Neal's  hiftory  of  the  Puritaas.  Vol.  a.  p.  130. 
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church  from  the  time  of  the  reftora- 
tion. 

•  The  manner  in  which  the  minifters  who 
could  not  comply  with  the  a6l  of  uniformity 
were  turned  out  of  the  church,  has  been  re- 
lated to  in  the  laft  chapter.  How  the  laity 
were  treated  may  be  gueffed  by  a  mere  re- 
dtal  of  the  aiSls  which  pafled  againft  them* 
The  Corporation  adl  incapacitated  them  from 
exercifing  the  rights  of  citizens.  The  ConvM" 
tide  adt  forbid  all  perfons  from  attending 
any  meeting  for  religious  worfliip,  confiding 
of  more  than  five  perfons  befides  the  family 
prefent,  under  very  fevere  fines  which  were 
levied  in  the  fevereft  manner.  The  Oxford 
adt  deprived  them  of  their  minifters,  by  ba- 
nifhing  them  five  miles  from  every  town 
that  fent  members  to  parliament.  The  Tejl 
a£t  rendered  therti  incapable  of  all  places  of 
truft  or  profit  under  government.  The  de- 
fign  of  thefe  adls  one  of  our  hiftorians  (Ra- 
pin)  obferves,  feems  to  have  been  to  drive 
the  nonconformifts  to  defpair,  and  to  force 
them  into  real  crimes  againft  the  govern- 
ment. Moderate  meii  endeavoured  to  pur- 
fue  more  lenient  meafures,  but  when  it  was 
reported  that  an  a6l  of  comprehenfion  and 
indulgence  was  framing,  their  lordlhips  the 
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bifhops,  were  alarmed ;  they  raifed  fiich  a 
difturbance  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
at  laft  voted,  that  no  bill  for  the  above  pur- 
pofe  fhould  be  recived.  It  plainly  appears 
to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  church  to 
fupprefs  the  diffenters  entirely :  but  **the 
"  more  they  were  affli6led  the  more  they 
"  grew."  Let  the  church  however  have  her 
due  merit  for  her  vigorous  exertions.  Dur- 
ing the  reigns  of  Charles  and  James  the  Se- 
cond, above  fixty  thoufand  non-confofmifts 
fuflfered,  five  thoufand  of  whom  died  in  pri- 
fon ;  on  a  moderate  computation  thefe  per- 
fons  were  pillaged  of  fourteen  millions  of 
property  *.  Such  was  the  tolerating^  liberal, 
candid  fpirit  of  the  church  of  Englandv 

But  a  different  fcene  foon  began  to  un- 
fold, and  the  nation  perceived  that  both  the 
civil  and  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  were 
in  danger  of  being  totally  overti^ned,  by 
the  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of 
James  the  Second.  This  popifh  tyrant  had 
been  confirmed  in  his  wretched  principles 
by  the  clergy.    The  univerfities  in  their  ad- 

*  Burnet's  Own  Time,  vol.  II.  p.  382.  Neal's  hif- 
tory  of  the  Puritans,  vol.  4.  p.  418.  19.  30.  .  Confonnift's 
Flea,  part  L  p.  40. 
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dreffes  had  told  hiro,  that  he  deriml  not  his 
pow^  from  the  people  but  from  God,  toi 
whom  alone  he  was  accountable  for  his  con- 
duct *.  The  clergy  to  a  man  had  fcJemnly 
liworn  that  it  was  not  lawful  on  any  pre-^ 
tence  whit^ver  to  take  arms  againft  the 
king.  His  m^efty  was  refolved  to  take 
them  at  their  word,  and  accordingly  was 
preparing  to  eftablilh  a  popifh  church,  and 
an  arbitrary  government.  The  clergy  at 
laft  finding  themfelves  in  fuch  a  forlorn  fitu- 
ation,  altered  their  tone  and  their  condu6t 
towards  the  diflenters.    One  of  their  perfe- 

•  Tjbe  decrees  of  the  Univcrfity  of  Oxford  in  favour  of 
paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance,  were  fome  years  after* 
wards  burnt  by  the  common  hangman,  by  order  of  par- 
Kttoent. 

BurtJet  rpeaking  of  the  Univerfitiea  feys,  "In  tfiofe 
<<ieatsQf  education^indead  of  being  formed  to  love  their 
"  country  and  conftitution,  the  laws  and  liberties  of  it,  they 
•*  [our  young  gentry]  are  rather  difpofed  to  love  arbitrary 
<*  government,  and  to  become  flaves  to  abfolute  monarchy. 
**  A  change  of  intereft  may  let  them  right  again  as  to  the 
<*  public;  but  they  have  no  inwaid  principle  of  love  to 
"  their,  country  and  of  public  liberty:  fo  that  they  are  eafily 
**  brought  to  like  flavery,  if  they  may  be  the  tools  for  nJa- 
•*  naging  it,"  After  this  account,  we  may  add,  that  it 
was  pcrfiftly  confift^t  iti  tWe  Uhiverfity  of  Oxford,  to  con- 
gratubtte  Mr.  Burke,  and  «o  firefent  him  with  an  honofaij 
degrce>  for  his  writings  againft  the  Frmch  revolution. 

CUtO» 


i  cutors  (the  bifhop  of  St  Afeph)  hoped  the 

i  Proteftant  diilbiters  would  concur  in  pre^- 

i  fervipg  the  common  intereft;  **  For  yon 

•^  and  we,*^  added  he,  "  are  brethren.    We 
"  have,  indeed,  been  angry  brethren,  but 
**  we  have  feen  our  folly,  and  are  refolved 
•*  if  ever  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  fhew 
^<  that  we   will  treat  you   as    brethren/ 
Another  of  their  enemies  ( Archbifhop  San- 
croft)  fent  a  letter  to  his  clergy, «« exhorting 
•*  them  to  cultivate  a  friendly  correfpon- 
**  dence  with  their  brethren  the  diffenters ; 
*^  to  have  a  tender   regard  .to  them ;  to 
*•  vifit  them,  and  receive  them  kindly  ;  and 
«*  to  join  with  them  warmly  and  aflfedlion*- 
"  ately  in  daily  and  fervent  prayer  to  th6 
•*  God  of  peace,  for  an  univerfal  bleffed 
^  union  of  all  reformed  churches  at  hohie 
«  and  abroad,  againft  the  common  enemy/ 
But  the  engagements  of  one  of  tiie  clergy; 
who  fpoke  in  the  fincerity  of  his  hearty 
were  fo  ftrongly  expreffed,  that  it  would  be 
injuftice  not  to  give  them  more  at  large. 
**  The  bilhops  have,  under  their  hands,  de- 
clared their  difpofitions  to  cottie  to  a  tem- 
per in  matters  of  conformity,  and  there 
"  feems  to  be  no  doubt  of  their  fincerity. 
«  If  ever  God  brings  us  into  a  fettled  ftate 
F  f  4  "  out 
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:^'  out  of  the  ftorras  into  which  our  paffioM? 
*'  and  folly,  as  well  as  the  treachery  of 
."  others  have  led  us,  it  cannot  be  imagined 
•'  that  the  biftiops  will  go  off  from  thofe 
*'  moderate  refolutions  which  they  have 
"  now  declared  ;  and  they  continuing  firn% 
the  weak  and  indifcreet  paffions  of  the 
inferior  clergy  muft  needs  vanilh.  And 
I  will  boldly  fay  ^  that  if  the  church  of  Eng-- 
land,  after  fbe  has  got  out  of  ibis  Jiorm,  will 
"  return  to  hearken  to  the  peevi/bnefs  of  four 
.'*  men,  she  will  be  abandoned  both  of 
**  God  and  man,  and  will  set  heaven 
*'  and  earth  against  her.  |The  nation 
.**  fees  too  clearly  how  dear  the  difpute 
"  about  conformity  has  coft  us,  to  ftand 
"  upon  pundlilios,  and  thofe  in  whom  our 
"  deliverance  is  wrapt  up,  judge  too  rightly 
"  to  imagine  that  ever  they  wijl  be  prieft* 
/'  ridden  in  this  point.  All  confiderations 
*'  concur  to  make  us  conclude  that  there  is 
"  no  danger  of  our  fplitting  a  fecond  time 
y  upon  the  fame 'rock.  And  indeed  if  any 
."  argument  was  wanting  to  conclude  this 
«f*  point,  the  wife  and  generous  bebmour  of 
"  the  diffent^rs,  in  this  prefent  junBure^  has 
"  given  them  fo  juji  a  title  to  our  friendfbip^ 
^*  that  we  tnujl  refolve  tofet  all  the  world  againfi 

''us 


I  441  n 

**  us  if  we  can  ever  forget  it ;  and  if  xve  d& 
**  mt  make  tbem  all  the  returns  of  eafe  attdfa^ 
*^  vour^  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  do  it  ^/' 
•  The  behaviour  of  the  diflenters,  at  this 
critical  period,  was  indeed  wife  and  gener- 
ous ;  they  were  fmarfing  under  the  wQunds 
given  them  by  the  church ;  they  were 
courted  by  the  king,  and  tempted  with 
large  offers  of  favour.  They  were  weighty 
enough  to  turn  the  fcale  either  way.  But 
they  facrificed  thdr  refentments,  and  unit- 
ed with  the  nation  in  driving  a\yay  an  arbi- 
trary tyrant,  and  eftablifhing  William  and 
Mary  on  the  throne. 

And  now  one  ftiould  have  hoped  the 
church  had  done  with  perfecution,  and 
that  from  henceforth,  there  would,  have 
been  a  mild,  moderate,  and  enlarged  efta- 
blifhment,  or  at  leaft  a  complete  toleration. 
And  yet,  fad  to  relate,  the  ftorm  was  hardly 
blown  over,  when  the  church  forgot  all 
her  promifes.  It  is  true,  that  by  .the  ex- 
ertions of  a  few  of  the  moderate  clergy, 
jaffifted  by  King  William,  and  the  Whig 
ftatelmen  of  that  day,  the  a6l  of  toleration, 
vhich  granted  liberty  to  thofe  diflenting 

,  *  Burnet's  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England. 

minifters. 


nuiufters^  and  fchool-mafiers,  whofubfcrib- 
cd  the  do£binal  articles,  was  pafled ;  but 
even  this  toleration,  very  imper£e6t  as  it 
was,  was  ill  relHhe^  by  the  main  body  of 
the  clergy.  Burnet  fi^s,  he  (hewed  fo 
much  zeal  for  this  a6t,  as  very  much  fortk 
his  credit.  Scnne  propofed  that  the  a6i: 
fhould  only  be  tempor^uy,  as  a  nec^Iary 
reftrgint  upon  the  diflenters,  that  they  might 
demean  themfdves  fo  as  to  merit  a  continn-* 
ance  of  it.  Such  was  high  church  gratitude 
and  veracity. 

With  refpe6t  to  the  general  amdu6t  of 
the  clergy,  after  the  revolution,  it  was  un- 
grateful^  intolerant,  and  difloyah  Before 
cme  ihort  year  had  expired,  they  b^an  to^ 
ihew  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  non-con-» 
formifts,  and  feemed  tp  wifh  for  an  occa«* 
fion  to  renew  old  feverities  againft  them. 
The  king  was  a  friend  to  rdigious  liberty. 
He  always  thought  confdenoa  was  God's 
province,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  im« 
pofed  upon  ;  he  conceived  toleration  to  be 
one  of  the  wifeft  meafures  of  government. 
He,  with  his  Whig  minifters,  affifted  by 
Burnet,  Tillotfon,  and  the  mod^*ate  parf 
of  the  clergy  (too  few,  alas !  to  be  of  fer- 
vice)  laboured  to  reform  the  church,  to 

bring 
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faring  in  the  diffenters,  and  to  reftdre  the: 
latter  to  their  rights  in  dvil  fociety  *  But* 
thofe  incorrigible  bigots,  high  churchmen** 
firuftrated  all  their  attempts.  Although* 
the  king  filled  up  the  fees,  as  they  became 
vacant,  with  worthy  moderate  men,  who 
**  were  not  fcrambling  for  preferment,  but* 
"  who  were  brought  out  of  their  retire-* 
"  ments  moft  of  them  againft  their'  inclina-^ 
•*  tions  ;^  yet  all  would  not  do.  "  The* 
*'  main  body  of  the  clergy  foon  fpread  a» 
*^  ill-humo\ir  all  over  the  nation,  which  con-* 
« tinued  during  the  whole  of  this  reign* 
**  They  gave  out  that  the  church  was  in  dan-^ 
«*  ger^  and  feemed  as  if  they  would  never 
^  be  fatisfied  imlefs  the  diflenters  were 
"  again  perfecuted,  nor  could  they  look  at 
"  a  man  with  patience,  or  fpeak  of  hint* 
"  with  temper,  who  did  not  agree  with* 
"  them  in  thefe  things/'  While  the  diffen- 
ters were  the  zealous  friends  to  the  confH- 
tution,  the  clergy  were  continually  ihew^ 

ing  thdr  wifhes   to   over-turn  it.     The 

» 

*  Let  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermaiii  and  Commpn-coun^r 
cil  of  the  city  of  London  recoiled,  that  their  anCeftors 
petitioned  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  Protcftant  diflcnters, 
and  reconnnended  their  bebg  declared  eligible  to  all  c^ces^ 
under  government* 
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Inilk  of  them  were  fufpefted  rebels.  *^  They 
**  exprefled  a  great  efteein  for  Jacobites, 
"  and  ferved  them  by  every  means  in  their 
••  power.  Their  behaviour  gave  to  atheifts 
•*  and  profligates,  no  fmall  advantage* 
**  They  had  taken  the  oaths,  and  read  the 
"  prayers  to  government,  and  yet  their  be* 
^  haviour  was  fuch,  that  made  many  con- 
«  elude  they  were  a  fort  of  men  that  would 
"  fwear  and  pray  even  againft  their  confci- 
V  ences,  and  that  they  were  governed  by 
«  intereft,  and  not  by  principle/^ 
.  Soon  after  the  death  of  our  glorious 
DELIVERER,  and  the  acceffion  of  Queen 
Anne,  the  high  church  party  became  more 
powerful,  and  more  violent.  They  tried  ta 
overturn  the  toleration.  Burnet  fays,  "  I 
"  wa3  relblved  never  to  be  filent  when  that 
"  fhould  be  brought  into  debate.  I  have 
•*  long  looked  on  liberty  of  confcience  as 
^  one  of  the  rights  of  human  nature,  ante- 
**  cedent  to  fociety,  which  no  man  coidd 
**  give  up,  becaufe  it  was.not  in  his  own 
**  power.''  The  temper  of  the  clergy  may 
be  feen  by  the  encouragement  they  gave  to 
that  weak,  wicked,  and  feditious  tool  Sa- 
cheverell ;  fo  famous,  or  rather  infamous, 
for  the  fermon  in  which  he  villified  the 

revolution. 
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revolution,  afferted  the  do6irines  of  paffive 
obedience  and  hon-refiftance  in  the  higheft 
ftrains  poffible,  and  raifed  the  war-whoop 
of  the  clergy.  The  gnuRCH  is  in  danger. 
When  he  was  impeached  by  the  Cominons, 
and  during  his  trial,  the  nation  was  in  a 
flame/  The  whole  fecred  order  (as  Dean 
Swift  informs  us)  was  underftood  to  be 
concerned  in  his  profecution  */'  They  ftir- 
red  up  mobs  by  every  means  in  their  power* 
All  who  would  not  join  the  cry.  The  cburcb 
and  SacheverelU  were  infulted  or  knocked 
down.  The  meeting-houfes  of  the  diffen- 
ters  \vere  burnt  in  feveral  places  ;  the  pre- 
late I  have  often  alluded  to  fays,  that  be^ 
fore  his  door  the  mob  cleft  the  fkuU  of  a 
man  who  would  not  join  in  the  common 
fhout,  and  threatened  to.  burn  down  his 
(the  bifhop's)  houfe.  Although  the  fanatic 
pried  was  found  guilty,  the  fentehce .  paf- 
fed  on  him  was  fo  mild  (to  be  filenced  for 
three  years,  and  to  have  his  fermon  burnt 
by  the  common  hangman)  that  the  clergy 
thought  it  a  vi6lory.  Bonfires  and  illumir 
nations  appeared  all  over  the  kingdoi^,  and 
when  he  afterwards  went  into  Wales,  he 

•  Hiftor/  of  the  four  Itft  years  of  Queen  Anne,,  p.  6. 
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/was  recftved  with  triumph;  Such  ik;^^  the 
Jblefed  eflfe6i:s  of  high  church  principles  *• 
•Thefe  however,  were  not  ?ill.  The  clergy 
prevailed  upon  the  legiflatnre  to  pafs  a  law 
£fgainfi  occqfiond  cm^ormiiy^  which  prohibit- 
)ed  any  perforis  in  office,  from  attending  a 
diffentbg  meetbg^  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty,  pounds ;  and  difqualifying  them 
for  any  office  for  tlie  future,  till  they  made 
oath  that  they  entirely  conformed  to  the 
idiurch,  and  had  not  been  at  any  oonyen- 
licle  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year  -f-/' 

An  oR  to  prevent  the  grcwtbfo  Schifm  was 
4ikewife  procured  by  the  fame  party*  By 
this  a6t  no  perfon  whatsev^  could  be  either 

*  In  the  whole  of  the  above  account,  I  have  clofely 
foUowed  Burnetts  Hiftory^  the  Index  under  the  word 
Clbrgy,  will  point  to  the  pages  I  have  quoted. 

CtE&GY  En^ifh^  a  great  heat  amongR  theni^-*Invite 
"Ae  Prittoe  of  Oratige  |6  defend  them— Welcome  him  heve 
' — ^Aq  HI  humour  fpreads  among  them  at  the  Revolution-^ 
They  take  the  oaths  with  too  many  lefervations— Inftni- 
mental  to  corrupt  the  people — A£l  contrary  to  their  oaths 
— Oppofe  Archbifliop  Tillotfon-7-Divifions  among  them 
'o- IrreconcilaUe  to  diilfenters — Raiie  a  cry  of  the  churdi  in 
xknger — ^Their  ill  humour  encre^fes — ^Tb^  efpoiife  Sacho* 
.v«cU — ^Many  incline  to  pop ry» 

+  Dr.  Horfley  fpeaks  of  the  expediency  of  this  aA,  and 
feems  to  recommend  the  revival  of  it.  Review  of  the  DK- 
fcntcrs*  Cafe,  p,  50 
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m.fchool-mafter  or  tutor,  without  a  full  and 
entire  confonnity  to  the  church.  Such  vfos 
the  mild^  the  Uberd^  the  t^krarit  church  ci 
JEngland,  duriiig  the  reigns  of  King  Wil* 
liain  and  Queen  Anne. 

SoHie  of  my  readers  ^1,  perhaps,  be 
ready  to  aJk ;  **  Why  (hould  you  call  to 
^  remembrance  events,  which  tend  rather 
<*  to  inflame  than  to  cool  the  fpirit  of  party?" 
To  which  I  reply,  that  my  reafon  is,  be- 
caufe  at  the  very  time  the  church  bo^^  of 
her  candour  and  liberality,  Ihe  difcov^v 
the  very  principles  which  produced  all 
diefe  events;  ihe  dill  pleads  for,  and  retains 
her  perfecuting  laws ;  ihe  pught^  therdforet 
to  havje  thefe  and  other  plain  Ja^s  rung  in 
her  ears,  till  (he  renounces  her  antichridian 
fphrit. 

But  to  return  to  our  Iketdi.  Happier 
times  now  approach.  The  fchiTm  bill  was 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  firft  of  Auguit 
1714,  but  on  that  day  Queen  A&ne  died. 
By  thefetdement  of  the  crown  in  the  Brun« 
wkk  line,  and  the  acceffion  of  GfOROS  thb 
FIRST,  a  deadly  thruft  was  given  to  thc> 
high  church  party,  under  whidi  th^  have 
long  languilhed,  and  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  never  recover.    The  firft 
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prince  of  the  hoiife  of  Hanover,  wellunder^ 
ftood  the  faored  rights  of  confcience,and  was 
a  firm  friend  to  our  religious  liberties  ^.  He 
with  his  minifies  ftruggled  to  affift  them« 
They  procured  the  repeal  of  the  a6ts  which 
had  hpeh  pafled  againft  thero  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign.  They  wiflied  alfo  the  repeal 
of  the  Teft  and  Corporation  a6ts ;  but  the 
inild,  the  liberate  the  tolerant  church  of  Eng-. 
land,  not  only  prevented  fuch  a  meafure, 
but  (hewed  much  difpleafure  at  what  had 
been  already  done. 

The  Proteftant  diflenters  muft  ever  re- 
colld6t  the  memory  of  George  the  Firft  with 
tears  of  gratitude ;  and  it  is  not  any  tempo- 
rary unkindnefs  from  any  of  his  defcend* 
ants,  which  can  damp  that  loyalty  which 
has  always  glowed  with  the  pureft  flame  in 
their  bofoms. ' 

We  now  come  to  George  the  Second^ 
who'was  known  to  be  the  friend  of  toleration. 
It  muft  be  recorded  to  his  honour,  when 
fome  of  the  high  church  party  commenced 
a  profecution  againft  that  ornament  to  the 

.*  It  ought  likewife  to  be  recolleSed)  that  he  was  a  friend 
to  our  civWliberties,  and  wiflied  to  guard  them  from  abufcs* 
The  bill  for  limiting  the  peerage  had  his  good  wiflies. 
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^iffenters,  Dr.  Doddridge;  his  majefty  oit 
liearirig  it,  immediately  qualhed  the*  pro- 
teedings,  declaring  that  no  man  ftiould  ev^ 
itifFer  perfecution  for  confcience  feke  in  his 
reign.  Nothing  however  was  done  to  re-' 
lieve  the  diflenters  from  thofe  penal  lawd 
^vhich  ftill  hung  over  them-  There  was  art 
attempt  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Teft  a6ls,  aiid  our  anceftors  had 
their  public  meetings  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdomi  arid  entered  into  refolutionS 
\vhich  have  latdy  heea  nearly  copied.  Their 
tlaims  to  the  rights  of  citizens,  were  enforced 
by  fome  of  the  greateft  men  in  the  church 
as  well  as  out  of  it.  The  name  of  Hoadlejr 
tvill  be  handed  down  to  the  end  of  timei  afe 
the  defender  of  religious  liberty  and  of  <h€ 
purity  of  chriftian  ordinances.  But  the 
body  of  the  clergy  were  ftill  of  the  fame 
fentiments  as  their  fathers.  Their  influence 
was  too  fuccefsful.  The  ftatefmen  of  that 
day  were  timorous ;  they  cajoled  the  diflen- 
ters, and  afterwards  deceived  and  deferted 
them. 

The  language  of  fome  of  the  dignitaries 

of  the  church  on  that  occafion,  ftiews  their 

enmity,  not  only  to  the  extenfion  of  the 

rights  pf  diflenters,  but  even  to  the  poflef- 
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fion  of  thofe  rights  they  then  enjoyed.  "  It 
**  will  become  us  of  the  clergy  (fays  one  of 
"  the  bilhops)  in  point  of  prudence,  not  to 
"  give  any  juft  fufpicions  of  difguft  to  the 
**  toleration  of  the  difTenters,  while  they 
"  keep  within  due  bounds,  that  is,  while 
they  do  not  break  in  upon  the  privil^es 
and  rights  of  the  eftablilhed  church,  by 
declaring  againft  all  legal  efiablifhments^ 
or  the  legal  eftablifhment  of  the  church  of 
England  in  particular,  or  by  not  being 
quiet  with  the  prefent  limits  of  the  tole- 
ration, or  by  afFe6ling  pofts  of  authority^ 
^  and  thereby  breaking  down  the  fences  of 
*^  the  church,  and  placing  themfelves  on  a 
"  level  with  it*/'  What  candid  and  liberal 
fentiments! 

A  few  years  after  the  unfuccefsftil  at- 
tempt juft  mentioned,  the  rebellion  broke 
t)ut.  Amongft  the  moft  zealous  defen- 
ders of  the  crown  on  that  occafion  were 
the  non-qonformifts.  In  fpite  of  penal 
laws  which  threatened  them  with  ruin 
they  flew  to  arms.  They  were  afterwards 
moft  liberally  rewarded^  by  being  included  in 

*  Charge  of  the  biOiop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventiy  tohis 
clergy,  quoted  by  Ncal,  vol.  III.  preface. 
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the  Jhme  adt  of  indemnity  which  pardoned  the 
rebels  they  badjought  againfi.  Nothing  far- 
ther was  done  for  them.  The  ftate  of  par- 
ties, and  the  war  ^hich  foon  afterwards 
tommenced,  prevented  them  from  renewing 
their  application. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  reign  of 
George  the  Third  (whom  God  long  pre- 
ferve)  in  which,  for  the  firft  time  fince  the 
Hanoverian  fucceffion,  the  clergy  are  become 
imiverfally  IqyaL  The  hopes  of  a  pretender 
of  the  Stuart  race  being  entirely  loft,  the 
reverend  body  are  happily  the  friends  of  the 
reigning  family*  With  this  long  wifhed 
for  change,  it  was  hoped  that  their  fenti- 
ments  refpedling  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
were  changed  likewife.  Recent  events  havQ 
however  too  plainly  proved,  that  a  perfe- 
cuting  fpirit,  that  myflery  of  iniquity ^  is  ftill 
working ;  and  that  it  is  on  the  civil,  and  not 
on  the  ecclefiaftioal  powers,  that  the  friends 
of  reformation  muft  place  their  hopes ;  and 
I  will  venture  to  fay  that  thefe  hopes  will 
be  vain,  unlefs  they  are  accompanied  by 
firm,  united,  and  unwearied  exertions. 

It  is  now  about  twenty  years  fince  the 

Froteftant  difTenting  minifters  applied  tq 
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parliament  for  relief  in  matters  of  {kbTcrip^ 
tion ;  their  application  met  with  little  op-^ 
pofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    The 
ininifter  of  that  day,  lord  North,  although 
he  was  not  the  friend  of  the  Diflentars,  and 
they  were  not  in  general  friends  to  his  ad* 
aniniftration,  did   not  exert  his  influence 
againft  them.     They  have  not  to  faring 
againft  his  lordfhip  the  charge  of  ingra« 
titude.    An  aft  for  their  relief  pa£fed  the 
Ck>mmons,  but  when  it  came  to  the  Lords, 
the  biihops  exerted  themfelves  and  prevailed 
en  the  houfe  to  reje6l  it.    The  Dillenting 
tniniflers  jiot  being  difcouraged,  made  in 
the  enfuing  feflions  a  fecond  application* 
^*  Chriftian  liberty !  thou  favourite  of&pring 
•*  of  heaven!  thoufirft-bomofChriftianity! 
^^  I  faw  the  wife  and  pious  fervants  of  God 
**  nourifh  thee  in  their  houfes^  and  cherifh 
•*  thee  in  thdr  bofoms !  I  faw  them  lead 
**thee  into  public  view!   All  good  men 
♦«  hailed  thee  1  The  generous  Britifli  Com- 
*^  mons  carefled  and  pndf^  thee,  and  led 
^  thee  into  an  upper  houfe;  and  thgo     ■■ 
^  there  didft  thou  expire  in  the  holy  laps 
^*  of  fpiritual  Lords  !*"   We  ought  never 
lo  forget  how  Qobly  the  late  lord  Chatham 

€i£rted 


C    453    D 

exerted  himfelf  in  the  caufe  of  religious  K^^ 
berty  on  the  above  occafion ;  what  he  faiH 
has  fo  often  appeared,  that  I  hope  it  is  need^ 
lefs  to  repeat  it. 

The  Diffenting  minifiers  bdng  thus  de«- 
feated,  refolved  for  the  prefeilt  not  to  reu 
hew  their  claims ;  but  they  were  ftiortly  in- 
formed by  thofe  whofe  intelligence  could 
be  depended  upon,  that  a  third  application 
would  be  fuccefsful.  They  took  the  hint, 
and  an  a6l  in  their  favour  pafled  the  legis- 
lature without  oppofition ;  even  the  bifhops 
were  filent.  There  was  a  little  myftery 
in  the  condu6l  of  their  lordftiips.  All 
.  their  zeal  for  the  doftrines  of  the  church, 
which  they  had  twice  pretended  would 
be  endangered  by  the  relief  requefted,  at 
once  evaporated.  It  fince  appears  thfey 
adled  throughout  the  whole  bf  the  bu- 
finefs  only  as  they  were  ordered  by  certain 
great  men.  Tbey  were  all  the  time  the  good 
friends  of  We  Diffhitefs,  but  were  pyx  on  by 
'others  to  adt  as  they  bad  done^.  Their  con- 
du6l  on  this  occafion  may  ferve  as  a  farther 
comment  on  Mr^  Burke's  fenthnent,  <*  that 

*  Such  was  the  language  of  one  of  the  archbifliops.  Set 
Dn  PriefUey's  letters  to  Mr.  Burke.  > 
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'^^  eccleiiaftics  may  be  ufefiil  men  in  the 
"  ftate;''  or  in  other  words,  may  be  the 
toob  of  thofe  in  power>  to  perform  worl^ 
which  the  latter  are  afhamed  of.  The  Dit- 
fenting  minifters  were  undoubtedly  obliged 
to  the  kgiflature^  to  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons for  the  relief  afforded  ;  but  furely  the 
church  has  more  modefty  than  to  boaft  of 
her  candour  and  liberality  on  the  occafion. 

But  events  now  prefs  upon  us,  at  the  hear- 
ing of  which  the  ears  of  every  friend  to  reli- 
gious liberty  will  tingle  to  the  lateft  pofte- 
rity.  It  will  at  once  be  recoUedled,  I  allude 
to  the  late  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  procure 
the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  a6ls^ 
and  of  various  penal  laws,  which  hang  over 
the  heads  of  thoufands  of  churchmen  and 
Diffenters  in  this  kingdom.  I  (hall  pafs 
lightly  over  thefe  events,  for  they  are  too 
difagreea:ble  to  dwell  upon* 

With  refpeft  to  the  Corporation  and  Teft 
a6ls,  it  is  well  known  that  they  have  long 
been  a  hardlhip  on  the  Diffenters,  as  dif- 
qualifying  them  even  for  the  meaneft  of- 
fices of  truft  or  profit;  that  they  form  9 
moft  invidious  diftin6lion  between  citizens 
who  are  ^ — ""  ^iends  to  our  conftitution ; 
and  ty  «  laws  to  be  ejijecuted, 

the;^ 
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they  would  ruin  numbers,  and  drive  many 
of  his  majefty's  beft  fubjefts  out  of  the 
kingdom  *. 

Gg4  It 

*  "  An  exclufion  from  civil  offices  is  perfecution ;  it  is 
"  not  indeed  the  perfecution  of  the  Inquifition,  or  Smith- 
**  field;  it  differs  from  them  in  degree,  but  it  lefembles 
**  them  in  kind. — ^Punilhment  for  religious  opinions  is  per- 
**  fecution  ;  and  evil  of  any  kind  infli(^ed  by  the  authority 
«'  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  is  punifliment.  This  evil  may 
**  refpeft  a  man's  perfon,  or  liberty,  or  property,  or  cha- 
**  radler.  Civil  incapacity  brought  upon  men  by  law,  ia 
**  an  evil  affedling  their  property  and  their  charader;  their 
'f  charafter,  as  it  expofes  them  to  the  imputation  of  being 
**  bad  citizens;  their  property,  as  it  takes  from  them  thQ 
*'  poffibility  of  acquiring  advantages  attendant  on  civil  of- 
**  fices.  Thefe  advantages,  whether  they  confift  of  wealth, 
**  power,  influence,  or  honour,  are  wprth  fomething;  their 
**  value  may  be  varioufly  appreciated  5  yet  being  worth 
"  fomething,  the  poflibility  of  acquiring  them  is  worth 
*<  fomething,  and  the  taking  away  from  any  man  that  pof- 
<«  fibility  on  account  of  his  religion,  is  persecution/* 
Dr.  Watfon,  bifliop  of  Landaff's  charge,  p.  11.  12. 

When  I  read  the  excellent  fentiments,  which  abound 
in  the  charge  of  this  prelate,  and  refleft  on  his  fituation,  I 
cannot  help  exclaiming — What  a  diamond  amongst 

PEBBIES! 

'  The  Test  law  ought  never  to  be  mentioned  without  at 
the  fame  time  mentioning  the  penalties  annexed  to.it. 
The  offending  party  is  not  only  deprived  of  his  office,  but 
incapacitated  to  fue  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity;  to  bo 
^[uardian  of  any  child;  to  receive  any  legacy;  to  bear  any 
office  J  and  is  fubjed  to  the  fine  of  five  h^ndved  poupds  ta 

an| 
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It  duglit  at  the  fame  time  never  to  be  f©r^ 
gotten,  that  all  the  diffenters,  in  their  late 
applicatians>  have  afked  for  is.  Eligibility" 
to  office.  All  they  requeft  is,,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  prerogative^  and  the  rights  of  their 
fellow-citizens  may  not  be  encroached  upont, 
by  the  church,  and  that  ftie  may  no  longeir. 
infolently  fay  to  either,  you  fliall  not  choofe 
the  men  whom  you  think  proper  to  ferve' 
you>  unlefs  they  think  in  religion  as  we 
do. 

The  matter  was,  indeed>  taken  up  oia  re- 
ligious ground,  and  an  appeal  was  made' 
to  the  confciences  of  the  clergy.  It  was 
thought  that  an  aft,  which  is  one  of  the 
moft  profane  exiting  in  any  Chriftian  coun^ 
try ;  an  a6l:  which  even  a  convocation  had 
declared  a  burden  to  their  confciences ;  that 
the  repeal  of  fuch  an  a6l  would  be  defirable. 
But  in  this  refpe6l  the  diflenters  have 
fhewn  their  want  of  knowledge.  ^  Of  all 
•*  the  reafons  (fays  Bifhop  Horfley)  that 
*^  are  alledged  for  the  repeal  of  thefe  of-i 
•*  fenfive  laws ;  the,  pretence  of  the  per«i 

sny  perloB  i^(>  Aall  fue  for  the  &me.    Inthepxefents^ 
•e  mntmSkBkm,  thete  aie  snea  who  pkad  for  thk  aix| 

^tihertierlecuting  laws,  and  yet  c9il;AemreIv«s  Ae  ffieodg* 
tfflflj^ous  liberty.    Rifumimatismid! 

f « plexitieSif 
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^^  plexiti6S,  in  which  the  parochial  clergy 
«  find  their  confciences  entangled  by  them,- 
«  is  the  nioft  contemptible  and  ridiculous/' 
Here  it  muft  be  confefled^  that  the  diflen- 
ters  did  imagine  that  the  confciences  of  the 
clergy  might  be  uneafy,  as  they  are  com- 
pelled to  give  the  facrament  to  infidels  and 
profligates ;  to  thofe  whom  they  fay  are 
eating  and  drinking  damnation  to  them?, 
felves.    But  "  nothing  can  be  more  con-% 
•*  temptible  or  ridiculous '^  than  to  urgefuch 
fcruples.    Why?  Becaufe  "  the  laws  abfolve 
«*  the  prieft's  confcience/'    Right,  my  lord, 
the  laws  abfolve  your  confciences  (as  we 
have  feen  in  the  laft  chapter)  from  many 
other  kinds  of  fpiritual  wickednefs ;  and  as? 
long  as  thefelaws  are  your  apology,  thedif-- 
fenters  will  deferve  your  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule, if  ever  they  addrefs  men  of  your  ftamp, 
as  men  of  tender  confciences^. 

The 

♦  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  I  was  firft  led  to  con^ 
fider  the  impiety  of  the  a£b  abovementioned,  by  a  divine 
of  the  church  of  England ;  who,  in  a  fermon  preached 
during  the  late  war,  places  them  in  the  lift  of  national 
fins,  which  were  drawing  down  national  judgments.  <^  ASi 
^  the  cafe  ftands  at  prefent  (fays  the  authour)  we  fre- 
••  quently  fee  profeffed  infidels  and  notorious  libertines  ap-^ 
"  proach  the  Lord's  table  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  prof- 

•«  tituting 
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The  application  for  the  defired  repeat 
was  deferred  till  the  period  arrived  when 
it  was  thought  no  reaforiable  ol^e6lion 
could  be  made  to  it.  The  nation  was  at 
peace.  The  adminiftration,  which  had  re^ 
ceived  the  warmeft  fupport  from  the  peti- 
tioners, was  popular.    Mr.  Pitt  himfelf  ac- 

«'  tituting  the  moR  folemn  ordinance  of  Chriftianity  to 
««  their  ambition  and  intereft.  The  great  number  and  va- 
•*  riety  of  appointments,  civil  and  military,  which  cannot 
<<  be  legally  pofleffed  without  this  qualification,  render  the 
<*  enormity  almoft  as  common  as  it  is  heinous.  If  the 
«*  Lord  he  a  God  of  knowledge,  he  cannot  be  deceived. 
«*  If  be  be  a  God  of  truth  and  holinefs,  he  will  not  be 
«*  mocked.  I  am  afraid  we  have  been  long  guilty  of  a 
'«  contemptuous  profanation  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
•«  Chrift."  See,  The  guilt  and  danger  of  such  a 
IJATION  AS  this:  A  fermon  by  John  Newton,  Redlor 
of  St.  Mary,  Woolnoth.  The  worthy  authour  did  me  the 
honour  of  fliewing  me  this  fermon  in  manufcript :  It  not 
a  little  impreffed  me ;  and  I  was  glad  to  find  it  was  hit 
intention  to  print  it.  Soon  after  it  was  puUifhed^  that 
eminent  prelate  Dr.  Lowth,  fent  the  authour  a  letter  ex- 
prefling  his  hearty  approbation  of  the  fentiments  it  contain* 
cd.  Will  Mr.  Newton  forgive  me  for  aflcirig  him  with 
the  warmth  of  a  friend  ;  Is  not  the  profanation  of  the  fa* 
crament  as  great  a  crime  n(ywy  ^  it  was  ten  years  fince  { 
Why  then,  my  dear  Sir,  have  you  not  come  forward  dur^ 
ing  the  late  conteft  ?  If  you  had,  we  might  then  have  faid  ; 

There   is  one    CLE^tGYMAN    out   of    ten    THOUSAND^ 

who  appears  to  be  animated  with  a  becoming  zeal  far  bis  God 
e^nd  Saviour  I 

lyiowledged 
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knowledged,  that  if  there  was  a  period 
when  the  diflenters  had  fliewn  in  a  pecu- 
lar  manner,  their  love  to  the  conftitution, 
it  was  during  the  prefent  adminiftration. 
The  higheft  authority,  the  King,  had  re- 
peatedly declared  his  firm  reliance  on  the 
loyalty  of  his  Proteftant  diffenting  fub- 
je6ls*.  At  ftich  a  period,  it  was  hoped 
that  even  the  church  had  forgot  her  in- 
tolerance, and  would  not  have  ftiewn  any 
violent  oppofition.  In  order,  however,  to 
'  avoid  giving  offence,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  firft  application  was  made  in  fo  quiet  a 
manner,  that  I  believe  it  was  unexpe6led 

♦  See  his  Majefty's  anrwers,  to  the  addrefles  of  the  dif- 
fenters.  After  fuch  authority  (to  fay  nothing  concerning 
their  general  condu£l)  muft  it  not  be  the  height  of  info* 
lence,  for  any  one  to  charge  a  loyal  body  of  men  with  be- 
ing republicans,  enemies  to  the  conftitution,  &c.  ? 

Before  Dn  Horfley  again  infinuates  that  the  non*confor- 
mifts  are  enemies  to  the  conftitution,  he  is  humbly  requeft- 
ed  to  recoIIe£i:,  whether  they  have  aded  fo  unconftltution- 
ally  as  his  Lordfhip,  when  he  invaded  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  his  eledioneering  letters.  If  he 
will  juft  look  over  the  journals  of  Parliament,  he  may 
there  find  how  two  bifhops  were  ferved  in  Queen  Anne's 
reign,  for  adting  in  a  fimilar  manner.  It  appears  that  the 
Commons  thm  cnteilaiaed  a  proper  jealouly  for  their  pri* 
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by  the  major  part  of  the  diflenters,  Lordf 
North  mentioned  the  indifference  of  the 
general  body,  as  a  reafon  why  the  Houfe 
fliould  rejedt  the  requeft  made  by  a  few  -f : 
the  motion  was  loft  by  a  confiderable  ma- 
jority. The  diffenters,  however,  though 
defeated,  were  not  difpirited.  Letters  were 
fent  by  the  London  committee  to  the  paf- 
tors  of  the  different  congregations  in  the 
tx)untry,  that  the  fentiments  oi  the  body 
at  large  might  be  colle6led  ;  the  confe* 
quence  was,  a  univerfal  approbation  of  the 
ix)ndu6l  of  the  committee,  with  a  requeft 
that  the  claim  of  the  dilTenters  might  be 
agdn  laid  before  parliament.  A  fecond 
application  was  accordingly  made,  but  the 
motion  for  the  repeal  met  with  the  famfe 
fate  as  before.  As,  however,  the  majority 
againft.  the  claimants  was  but  triflings  as 

+  We  buve,  however,  beeft  gravely  told  by  a  diflenting 
minifter,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  diflenters  applied.  ~ 
was  the  principal  Caufe  of  their  want  of  fuccefs.  Has  thig 
gendeman  n^er  read  even  a  common  newfpaper  on  the 
fubje<%  ?  Has  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  quiet  application  of 
die  church  of  Scotland  ?  (who  has  at  lad  began  to  open  her 
drowfy  eyes)  And  Is  h^jilill  to  be  informed^  that  chutclunei^ 
in  aH  their  publications  mention  the  obnoxious  a£b  as  aki 
Jolutehf  necejUary  for  the  prefervation  qf  church  and  flatei. 


tlielr  frknds  were  encreafed,  as  the  people 
6ut  of  doors  had  fhewn  no  oppofition^ 
they  ftill  hoped  for  fuccefs.  Previous! 
to  their  third  Application,  they  exerted 
themfelves  by  aflbciating  m  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  entered  into  refolution* 
expr^ive  of  their  determination  to  renew 
their  appeal.  Thefe  aflbciations  and  refo- 
lutions  were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  in  the  late  reign.  Their  behaviour 
was  peaceable,  their  condu6l  was  conftitu-* 
tional,  and  their  unanimity  unexampled*. 

And 

♦  There  have,  indeed  been  two  publications,  the  au* 
thours  of  which  would^  as  exceptions  to  the  unanimity 
I  have  mentioned,  hardly  deferve  notice,  were  they  not  re- 
(pedable  and  popular  in  their  different  denominations* 
The  firft  was  "  A  fpeech  intended'  to  be  fpoken  at  the 
««  meeting  of  the  London  miniflers/*  By  John  Martik* 
The  defign  of  which  appears  to  have  been  to  invali-* 
date  the  claims  of  diffe'nters  to  civil  rights.  This  pam* 
phlet  procured  the  authour  many  flattering  tokens  of  re« 
ipe£l  from  bifliops  and  courtiers.  The  bifhop  of  London^ 
and  the  bifliop  of  St.  Davids,  each  fent  him  very  polite  let- 
ters, with  a  copy  of  their  works.  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Sir  Ri- 
chard Hill,  fent  iheir  compliments  of  approbation.  The 
|)amphlet  was  likewife  circulated  at  ^ourt.  It  was  my  in« 
lention  to  have  made  a  few  remarks  on  its  extraordinaiy 
i^ntents^  but  finding  (notv^itbftanding  the  flattering  ic« 

ceptioa 
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And  now  let  us  turn  to  the  chmxA  dP 
England^  and  obferve  with  what  UbaraSty 

and 

ception  it  (irft  met  with)  it  is  (ince  buried  in  oblimOy  I 
ihall  not  rake  into  its  allies,  but  ad  on  the  very  charitable 
maxim,  De  mortuis,  nil  mfi  hmum.  I  fhall  therefore  ooljr 
cxprefs  my  hope,  that  the  truly  reljpedaUe  authour  would 
never  again  degrade  hirofelf,  by  appearing  in  the  caufe  of 
either  civil  or  ecdefiaftical  tyranny. 

The  other  exception  is  Mr.  Clayton,  whofe  dilcourie 
I  have  alluded  to  in  the  firft  chapter  of  this  work.  I  aift 
forry  to  obferve  that  in  fpite  of  the  efforts  of  his  friends^ 
male  and  female,  (for  both  fexes  have  honoured  him  qa 
this  occafion)  to  convince  him  of  his  errours,  he  has  fuf- 
&red  a  fecond  edition  of  his  fermon  to  be  printed,  without 
corredion  or  alteration,  defence  or  apolo^.  Wifliing  to 
belp  this  gentleman  out  of  the  dilgraceful  iituation  into 
which  he  has  plunged  himfelf,  I  b^  leave  to  reconunend 
to  him  the  examples  of  two  great  men  which  it  will  be  to 
his  honour  to  imitate.  The  firft  is  that  of  Dr.  Tillotfcxi* 
When  he  was  Dean  of  Canterbury  he  preached  a  fermoa 
before  Charles  the  fecond,  in  which  was  this  abominable 
fentiment  <'  That  no  pretence  of  confcience  warrants  any 
**  man  that  is  not  extraordinarily  commiffioned  as  the  apof* 
«*  ties  were,  and  cannot  juftify  that  commiffion  by  mirackft 
*<  as  they  did,  to  aiFront  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  a  nation, 
•*  although  it  be  falfe,  and  openly  draw,  men  off  from  the 
«<  profeflion  of  it,  in  contempt  of  the  magiftrate  and  the 
*■  laws,"  &c*  The  Dean  printed  the  fermon,  and  fent  a 
jcopy  of  it  to  the  famous  non  conformift  minifter,  Mr. 
John  Howe.    The  latter  was  much  grieved  on  reading  it, 

and.  - 
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iSoid  coj^ur  Ihe  a6led  on  the  occafion^ 
The  firft  thing  ftie  did  was  to  raife  an 
ialarm  through  the  nation.    The  horrid  yell, 

THE   CHURCH    IS    IN  DANGER,   WaS    founded 

from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 

and  took  an  opportunity  of  expoflulating  with  his  friend  on 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  what  he  had  advanced.  The 
Dean,  open  to  conviftion,  foon  acknowledged  his  mis- 
take ;  heffil  a  weeping  freely^  and  cotfeffid  this  was  the  nwfi 
unhapff  thing  that  had  of  a  long  time  befallen  him.  I  see 
(added  Jhe)  what  I  have  offered  is  not  to  b& 

MAINTAINED. 

The  fecond  example  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  is  that  of 
the  great  and  good  Mr.  Baxter.  In  the  courfe  of  a  con* 
troverfy  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Tombes,  an  eminent  ami* 
pgedohaptift  minifter,  (in  which  the  watery  controvertifis^ 

fired ta^  others  tempers)  he  let  fall  fome  perfonal  refleSionf^ 
which  he  thought  proper  afterwards  to  retrafl ;  and  publiclf 
afked  Godj  and  him  (Mr.  Tombes)  pardofi  fir  fome  unhand'^ 

Jome  things  which ^  in  the  warmth  of  debate^  he  had  faid 
againft  him.  Thefe  are  precedents  which  Mr.  Claytoa 
need  not  be  afliamed  to  follow.  Let  him  therefore  acinow^ 
ledge  his  mifreprefentation  of  the  fentiments  and  conduct  of 
the  diffenters;  and  puBUCtY  ask  pardon  of  God  ; 
AND  OF  Dr.  Priestley  (whofe  writings  charity  induce« 
us  to  fuppofc  he  had  never  read)  for  the  injurious 

AND  CRUEL  LANGUAGE  HE  HAS  THROWN  OUT  FROM 
fTHE   PUtPIT   AND   THE    PRESS  AGAINST   HIM  ;  at  the 

time  he  was  fuiFering  a  fevere  perfecutioa  from  his  ma 
licious  and  inveterate  enemies* 

Pamphlets 


C    4^4    3 

Pamphlets  and  fermons  filled  with  inV60 
live,  maliee>  and  falihood,  were  publifhed 
by  men  of  different  ranks  in  the  church  i 
In  fome  of  thefe  it  was  declared  that  the 
difient«-s  ahready  enjoyed  too  large  a  tole- 
ration ;  and  the  neceflity  of  a  revival  of 
fether  penal  laws  was  fuggefted.  In  others 
it  was  lamented  that  the  diffenters  were 
tiot  excluded  from  the  Houfe  of  Conmions* 
In  others  they  were  charged  with  being 
iinqtieftionably  republicans,  and  with  want- 
ing to  overturn  our  conftitution  *.  In  fliort, 
every  method  was  taken  to  mifreprefent, 
to  provoke,  and  to  inflame.  The  diflen- 
ters  made  a  third  application  ;  the  event  is 

*  Whoever  has  read  'the  fermons  and  pamphlets  of  Dr* 
Croft,  Mr.  Madan,  and  Mr«  Decoetlogon  (not  to  mention 
inany  others)  will  recolledl  plenty  of  language,  which  if 
we  had  not  feen  with  our  own  eyes,  we  ihould  hardly 
have  believed  could  have  c6me  from  divines  of  the  pre(ent 
day«  Mr.  Decoetlogon,  who  has  been  fo  furious  againfl 
the  diflenters,  is  one  of  thofe  evangelical  clergymen,  who 
informs  us>  that  the  facrament  is  not  only  to  beufed  as 
Christ  inilituted  it,  but  in  a  Jecondary  Jenje^  as  a  qualifi^ 
ration  for  civil  offices ;  and  that  this  qualification  ought 
to  be  extended  to  the  members  oi  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
I  would  recommend  to  this  ^tleman  Mr*  Newton's  fer- 
xnon  before  quoted. 

to^ 


tt)o  well  known.  To  the  everlafting  dif* 
grace  of  the  church  of  England,  ftie  has 
now  ftilly  proved,  that  even  the  enlarged 
and  liberal  principles  which  are  extending 
hlmoft  univerfally,  have  not  been  able  to 
fubdue  her  perfecuting  difpofitiori. 

The  laft  debate  Was  rendered  famous  by 
the  principal  leaders  who  condu6led  it.  Oh 
the  fide  qf  the  church  we  behold  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  fon  of  the  late  Lord  Chathatai.  This 
Inan,  (a  degenerate  plant  from  a  noble  vine) 
•— defpifing,  the  fentiments  of  his  father— 
Ihutting  his  eyes  to  the  light  fpreading  over 
the  reft  of  the  world — ^with  a  heart  fteeled 
to  the  emotions  of  gratitude-^— not  only  ufed 
all  his  influence  againft  the  juft  claims  of  re- 
ligious liberty,  but  all  his  eloquence  in  de-  * 
fence  of  perfecuting  principles,  and  in  mif- 
teprefenting  a  body  of  men,  whofe  principal 
fault  was,  that  they  had  too  eagerly  fup- 
ported  a  minifter,  who  had  deceived  tbem  as 
Well  as  others. 

On  the  other  fide,  and  as  a  contraft  to 
the  otge6t  juft  prefented,  we  behold  Mr. 
Fox,  a  man  who  fo  far  from  being  under 
any  obligations  to  the  diflenters,  had  hi- 
therto found  them  his  opponents.  Yet, 
forgetting  the  treatment  he  had  received, 
H  h  regardlefs 


regardlefs  of  the  unpopularity  of  tire  caufcj 
the  frown  of  the  court,  and  the  fury  of  the 
clergy ;  he  cheerfully  and  zealoufly  under- 
tooR  the  defence  of  the  facred  rights  of  con- 
fcience,  and  called  forth  all  his  powers  on 
their  behalf;  exprefling  at  the  fame  time 
his  readinefs  to  engage  in  the  fame  glorious 
caufe  on  my  future  occafion.  This  illuf-* 
trious  (latefman  difplayed  not  only  firft  rate 
abilities,  but  what  is  ftill  more  to  be  admir- 
ed, a  noble  heart,  fuperiour  to  thofe  narrow 
paltry  paffions,  which  ufually  actuate  thofe 
whom  the  world  calls  great  men.  But  the 
church  was  triumphant,  and  reafon,  juftice^ 
humanity ,  and  chriftianity,  were  defeated. 

Do  we  want  a  farther  fpecimen  of  the  con- 
dour  and  liberality  of  the  church?  let  us  look 
at  her  condu^,  not  only  to  the  diflentersi 
but  even  to  her  own  members.  It  is  within 
thefe  three  years,  that  lord  Stanhope  moved 
for  a  repeal  of  various  penal  laws,  twenty** 
SIX  in  number,  which  furely  mull  be  pro- 
nounced a  difgrace  to  a  country  calling  it- 
felf  free.  Some  of  thefe  laws  fine  a  man  for 
not  going  to  church ;  others  punifh  him  for 
fpeaking  any  thing  derogatory  to  the  common 
prayer,  or  to  what  is  therein  contained  j  for 
the  firft  offence,  imprifonment  for  a  twelve- 
month ; 
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'  ftiontli ;  ahcl  for  the  fecondi  imprifonmeiit 
**oR  LIFE.    OthCTs  inflict  penalties  upon  any 
man  who  writes  againft  the  -do€lrine  of  the 
trinity^    Thofe  laws  which  relate  to  our  ec> 
clefiafticil  courts  are  fo  horrible^  that  were 
theiy  to  be  executed,  they  would  render  thofe 
courts  fuch  iNguisiTioNs,  that  it  would  be 
diflBcult  for  a  free  people,  howevtf  peace- 
ably or  loyally  difpofed,  to  fubmit  to  them. 
How  did  the  heads  of  the  church  behave  on 
the  above  occafion  t  one  of  them  in  his  zea^ 
reminded  the  houfe,  of  a  law  which  the  an- 
cient Locrians  adopted,  that  the  man  whg 
propofed  any  alteration  of  what  was  efta-* 
blifhed,  fhould  do  it  with  a  rope  about  hi4 
neck^  in  ordor  that  if  the  alteration  was  re- 
je6led,  he  might  be  immediately  hanged; 
Others  fpoke  more  moderately.    The  arch-* 
bilhop  of  Canterbury  profefTed  himfelf  4 
iriend  to  liberty  of  confcience ;  and  even  the 
bifhop  of  St.  Davids  made  an  elegant  fpeech 
in  favour  of  toleration.    But  we  have  rea« 
fon  to  tremble,  when  we  hear  fuch  men  af-* 
fume  laAjguage  which  they  cannot  enter  in- 
to the  Ipirit  of.    Their  jmiles  (fimiiar  tq 
what  naturalifts  have  feigned  concerning 
the  fmiles  of  the  mermaid)  commonly  for- 
bode  an  approaching  (lorm.    The  bi(hdp4 
H  h  •  would 


^oiild  not  fttfFer  Lord  Stanhope  s  biU  even 
to  go  to  a  committee,  and  his  lordihip  find- 
ing the  cafe  hopelefs,  would  not  rifk  a  di- 
vifion. 

:  Some  people  I  know  will  be  ready  to 
aiky  what  reafon  is  there  to  be  anxious  for 
the  repeal  of  laws  which  are  not  executed? 
I  beg  leave  to  anfwer  this  queftion  by  alk- 
ing  another ;  why  are  they  not  executed? 
If  laws  are  good  they  ought  to  be  executed , 
if  bad  they  ought  to  be  repealed.  Are  Bri- 
tons to  be  indebted  for  their  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberties^  to  connivance,  and  not  to 
law?  but  no  man  ought  ever  to  perfuade 
us,  that  thofe  who  plead  for  perfecuting 
ftatutes,  do  not  defign  on  fome  occafion  or 
Qther,  to  make  ufe  of  them.  If  a  perfon 
(lands  over  me  with  a  drawn  fword,  let  his 
profeffions  of  friendfliip  be  what  they  may, 
I  ought  not  to  confider  him  as  my  friend, 
till  he  not  only  removes  the  hofiile  weapon, 
but  returns  it  to  its  fcabbard,  and  aflures  me 
that  it  ftiall  never  be  drawn  againft  me. 
.  One  more  inftance  of  church  candour  and 
liberaUty  (hall  clofe  this  account.  Let  us 
take  a  momentary  look  at  Bu*mingham. 
There  is  a  fcen^  in  which  Englilhmen  at  the 
dofe  of  the  eighteenth  century  have  been 

the 
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the  a6lors,  which  would  have  difgraceii  bar- 
barians in  any  century.    ShjaUit  be  faid; 
thefe  odious  proceedings  were  thofe  of  a 
mob,  we  muft  reply  that  this  mob  was 
compofed  of  churchihen.    The  clergy  and 
the  nobility  addreffed  the  rioters  as  friends 
and  fellow  churchmen  engaged  in  the  fame 
caufe.     Some    of    the    members    of   the 
church  have  fmce  rejoiced  in  the  good  fenfe 
then  {Jijpiayed  k^  the  people.    The  appeal  of 
the  much  injured  Dr.  Prieftley  is  oow  before 
the  public,  an  appeal  vvhich  it  is  hoped  will 
circulate  through  the  world .   We  have  there 
on  the  one  hand,  a  difplay  of  high  church 
principles  drawn  out  into  adlion;  and  on 
the  other,  of  that  fortitude  which  philofojphy 
and  chriftianity  infpire,  and  which  enables 
the  perfecuted  pofleflbr  refolutely  "  to  fteer 
•*  right  onward,  without  bating  a  jot  of 
«*  heart  or  hope  ♦  " 

H  h  3  Such 

*  Captain  Newte  (brother  to  ^  clergyman)  in  a  tour 
lately  publiflied,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  people 
at  Birmingham.  <<  Dr.  Prieftley^s  latitudinarian  principles 
"  are  adopted  by  thofe  Who  confider  themfelves  as  philofb-' 
"  phers ;  but  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  give  themfelves 
"  very  little  concern  about  religious  matters,,  feldom  if  ever' 
^  going  to  church;  and  fpending  the  fundays  in  their  or« 
*^  dinary  working  appatet,  in  low  debauchery.    It  is  well* 

"  knowa 
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SadK  has  hem  the  coiidu6l  of  the  church 
pf  En^and,  and  fuch  are  a  few  of  the  nu- 
Jli^ous  proois  of  her  candour  and  hberality, 
for  whidi  {he  expedls  the  gratitude  of  dif-^ 
^tars.  Does  ftie,  however,  ferioufly  wilh  ta 
Condliate  them,  to  haye  th^  good  will,  and 
to  draw  forth  their  gratitude ;  it  can  only 
"he  by  a6ting  diapetrii^y  opp(^ite  to  her 
jpaft  condu^.  It  is  not  by  her  profefling 
to  be  tolerant^  or  by  dui^ning  us  with  re- 
U&cated  accounts  of  h^  excellendes  and 

^  known  there  aie  many  coiners  of  faUe  money  in  BIr* 
^  mingham  ;  it  may  be  added^  there  is  a  great  deal  of  trici: 
«'  and  low  cunning  among  the  manufiidhirers  in  general, 
P  (though  there  are  no  doubt  fome  exceptions)  as  well  as 
**  ftoBiguy  of  mannerB.  What  rdig^  is  in  the  towns  if 
^*  to  be  fouad  amoi^  the  diffenten/' 

The  Birmingham  mdbs  {hew  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Fox^s 
temaxics  concerning  diflerent  mobs  which  have  of  late 
ttmibled  the  repofe  «f  the  peaceable  part  of  the  nation. 
«  The  mob  in  1780,  ihamefully  infiftdd  upon  Ae  repeal  of 
*f  a  ISdutary  law;  and  the  mob  of  the  high  church  now  in- 
*•  fifted  againft  the  repeal  of  a  prejudicial  law.  If  there 
'^  were  any  members^  in  that  houfe  [of  Common^]  who  fce* 
<«  held  unprincipled  nK>bs  with  horror,  fo  did  hit  bisia^ 
*^  dignation  was  equal  to  thdt;fi  ^  ^  bim  ^  cry  of  % 
<<  mob  was  coigfkntly  the  iame;  an^  whether  it  iffiscd  inna 
<^  a  moi  cf  genilimmy  or  a  moh  rf  bijh^s,  ox  a  nuhfnm 
**  NeujguUf  it  proved  equally  odious  to  iim;  fyr  it  wai 
^  always  the  cry  of  either  fanaticifm^  or  prqudice^  or  sgno- 
f"  lanceP  Speech  on  the  T<rft  zSt.  p.  8> 

virtue^ 


virtues,  that  will  be  oif  any  fervice  to  her. 
Let  her  dignitaries  take  the  advice  of  a  no- 
ble member  of  the  church,  and  have  lefs  of 
toleration  in  their  language,  and  more  of  it 
in  •  their  condu6l  *.  Let  the  clergy  IheW  a 
proper  difpofition  to  reform  their  own 
community,  and  ceafe  perfecuting  other 
communities,  and  then  we  may  give  them 
oredit  for  their  profeflions :  and  endeavour 
to  forgive,  and  forget,  thofe  ages  of  inju- 
ries which  our  anceftors,  and  ourfelves  have 
fuftained.  Till  fhe  is  thus  difpofed»  though 
ftie  may  call  herfelf  eternally  "  the  pureft 
*'  and  beft  reformed,  mildeft,  and  moft  tole*- 
*Vrant  church  in  the  world/' nobody  will 
mind  what  fhe  fays.  "  We  of  the  clergy, 
fays  Burnet,  "  are  too  much  parties  to  be 
**  believed  in  our  own  caufe.  There  was  a 
*'. generation  of  men  that  cried  The  tempU 
♦*  of  the  Lord,  as  loud  as  we  can  cry  The 
^^  church  oj  England,  when  yet  by  their  lins^ 
^*  they  were  pulling  it  down,  and  kindling 
**  that  fire^  which  confumed  it.  It  will 
t'  have  a  better  ^ace  to  fee  others  boaft  of 
«« our  church,  from  what  they  obfi?rve  in 

»  Hints  &c.  to  the  Clergy*    Preface. 

Hh4,  ?«it, 
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•'  it,  than  for  us  to  be  crying  it  up  with 
^*  our  words  when  our  deeds  deny  it/' 

In  the  mean  while,  what  ought  to  be  the 
condu6l  of  the  Proteftant  diffenters?  Dr. 
Horfley  heartily  prays  that  our  eyes  may 
be  open  to  the  difcernment  of  this  truth  ; 
^*  That  toleration  [[fuch  as  we  now  have^  on 
•^  the  part  of  government,  and  a  cheerful 
^'  fubraiffion  on  the  part  of  the  tolerated  t9 
^*fome  neceffary  refiraints,  are  the  only  terms 
^*  on  which  churchmen  and  dijfenters  can  ever 
"  wdktoge&er  as  friends^.'''  Agreeable  to  this 
fentiment,  a  falfe,  or  rather  a  weak  brother, 
reproves  us  for  that  impatience  we  di/cover  urt^ 
der  thqfe  refiraints  necejfary  to  he  impofed  on 
thofe  who  dijfent  from  the  efiabU/bed  religion  of 
their  country^.  What  ought  our  language  to 
be  in  return  to  fuch  men  ?  So  far  from  he* 
ing  patient  under  what  you  caU  necejfary  re-^ 
firaints  \yi,}fAL  laws]]-^J^  are  determined 
to  perji/l  in  demanding  their  removal.  Though 
we  never  wilh  to  injure  either  your  perfons 
or  properties ;  though  we  pray  for  yoiur 
fuccefs  when  engaged  in  ^preaching  the 
gofpel,  or  m  defending  any  of  its  doftrines ; 
yet,  fo  far  from  walking  together  with  you  <W 

♦  Review  of  the  Diffenters'  Qsrfc.    Prcfocc, 
'  'f  Clayton's  Sermon, 

friends^ 


friends,  while  you  are  the  advocates  of  perfecU' 

tion—Ws    PROCLAIM    OPEN    WAR    AGAINST 

YOU !    The     diffenters     (hould     treat    a 
a  haughty  intolerant  fpirit,  as  Harailcar 
taught  his  fon  Hannibal  to  treat  the  old 
Roman  fpirit  of  univerfal  dominion  ;  Swear 
eternal  enmity  to  it.    Whenever  the  demon 
pf  intolerance  makes  its  appearance,  let  u» 
give  it  no  quarter.    Let  it  ftalk  forth  fron* 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  or  the  Countef* 
of  Huntingdon's  methodiftical   college  at 
Treveca :  let  it  affume  the  form  of  an  angel 
of  light,  and  *«  prefent  itfelf  before  the 
•*  Lord,  amongft  the  fons  of  God,"  affem- 
bled  for  religious  worfhip  either  in  the  ca- 
thedral or  the  meeting-houfe :  let  its  de- 
fender be  a  biftiop  or  a  .diflenting  minifter, 
we  ought  never  to  reft  fatisfied*  till  we  have 
vanqtriftied  and  dellroyed  it.  ' 

The  diffenters  have  a  farther  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  them.  They  ought  not  only 
to  fpeak,  and  to  write,  but  to  perfevere  in 
a6lion.  Jut  mnquam  tentes,  out  perjice.  Re-; 
member,  you  are  the  defcendants  of  thofe 
who  by  refifting  unto  blood,  preferved 
that  excellent  conftitution,  to  which  the 
nation  Qwes  fo  much  freedom  and  happi- 

oefs, 
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nefs*.  Although  you  are  not  caUed  to 
fuch  painful  duty^  you  are,  perhaps^  caQed 
to  what  is  more  arduous.  You  have  to 
refift  the  influence  of  riches  and  luxury. 
Temporal  profperity  has  more  injured  the 
Chriftian  churchy  than  all  the  flames  of  per- 
fecution.  "  That  accefTion  of  fortune  [^  which 
*'  many  of  you  enjoy]]  is  a  furnace,  in 
«*  which  the  nature  of  your  profeffion  is 
^  tried. — ^The  erafement  of  the  lines  of  fe- 
**  paration  which  diilinguifh  the  church 
*'  frcwn  the  world  amongft  wealthy  Protef- 
•*  tant  diflfentersy  accounts  for  the  degene- 
^  racy  of  their  rifing  families^.'*  If  you  de- 
iert  ycHur  principles ;  if  fen:  the  fake  of  a 
place  in  a  corporation,  or  any  place,  you 
can  profane  the  jacrament  of  the  Lord's 
fupper ;  if  inftead  of  aflifting,  you  endea* 
vour  to  damp  the  exertions  of  your  hre- 
^en  in  the  caufe  of  dvil  and  religious  li-- 

*  Mr.  Hume  acknowled^^  that  bad  it  not  been  for 
the  feGfiance  of  the  Pkiritans»  the  Englifli  would  have  loft 
the  whole  fineedom  <^  dieir  conftitution. 

t  See  Mr.  Clayton's  fennon  on  **  The  Snares  cl  Frot- 
fpcrity/*  p.  6— *I7.  Manjf  of  the  fentiments  of  tius  <fif- 
coiarle  (hewthat  the  preacher  can  be  very  inftrudiv^  wfaea 
he  confines  himfelf  to  fubjeAs  he  undexftands, 

berty; 
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berty ;  if  you  do  not  feel  md  difcov^r  n 
noble  enthufiafm  at  the  fpread  of  tljofe  in- 
cftimable  bleflings  in  other  parts  of  th« 
globe ;  you  are  in  the  rea^y  way  to4)e  def-* 
pifed  both  by  true  churchmen  and  genuine 
diflentcrs :  you  will  be  regarded  as  a  nion*^ 
grel  breeds  a  heterogeneous  body,  for 
which  we  have  not  yet  a  name^  It  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  different  denominations 
of  Proteflant  diirent^*s,to  unite,  to  dmm,and 
to  perfift  in  claiming  thofe  rights  of  whjdi 
they,  the  conftant,  firm  fupporters  of  the 
conftitution,  have  been  too  long  robbed. 
They  (hould  never  ceafe  to  aflbciate,  to  pe- 
tition, to  remonftrate ;  and  to  aflert  their 
claim  of  being  placed  on  an  equality  with 
their  fellow-citizens,  to  every  branch  of 
the  legiflature. 

But  it  is  not  to  Proteftant  diflenters  only 
that  I  beg  leave  to  addrefs  myfelf,  I  wi(h 
to  call  upon  all  parties,  moderate  Church- 
men, Methodifls,  Quakers,  Catholics,  Jews» 
to  unite  hand  and  heart  with  their  bre-» 
thren  in  procuring  an  extended  toleratipiu 
Liberty  of  cpnfdence  inrdigion,  without 
reftraint,  is  our  birthright :  It  ^as  given  us 
by  GoD,and  it  is  hioh  treason  against  the 
Majesty  of  heaven  to  fufier  ourfelves  to 

be 


be  deprived  of  it.  The  world  is  now  in 
xnotion^  and  feems  refolved  to  recover  it. 
America,  France,  Poland,  Ireland,  reproach 
us  for  our  fluggiflinefs,  and  call  upon  us  to 
follow  their  example.  Let  us  then  exert 
ourfelves :  Let  us  a6t  with  union,  prudence, 
fpirit,  and  fortitude.  Confcious  that  we  are 
in  the  path  of  duty,  let  no  oppofition  what- 
ever difoourage  us.  Let  us  not  be  wanting 
to  ourfelves,  and  we  may  be  certain,  that 
our  labour  (hall  not  be  in  vain^ 
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CHAPTER  THE   FIFTH. 

General  Obfervations  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Na-^ 
tional  AJembly — Remarks  on  Mr.  Burke's  Writ^ 
ings — Addrefs  to  my  'Countrymen — On  ihg  prefent 
State  of  our  national  Ajfairs — Conclufion. 


HAVING  thus  confidered  the  foundation 
principles  of  government  in  France 
— ^The  plan  of  reprefentation-^The  various 
reforms  in  the  church — And  the  ftate  of 
toleration— And  having  endeavoured  to 
prove  how  materially  we,  in  this  country, 
are  interefted  in  each  of  thefe  important 
articles — I  fliall  conclude  this  wdrk  with 
fome  general  obfervations. 

There  are,  indeed,  a  variety  of  other  arti-* 
cles  in  the  French  government,  whiqh  it 
would  afford  pleafuVe  to  a  benevolent  mind 
to  enlarge  and  dwell  upon.  The  annihila- 
tion of  the  feudal  fyftem — ^The  reform,  or 
rather  the  new  formation  of  the  law  de- 
partment, by  which  juftice  is  gratuitoufly 

adminif- 
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adminiftered,  and  law  fuits  are  confiderabtjf 
diminifhed  *— The  abolition  of  the  game 
laws^  which  like  fimilar  laws  in  this  coun- 
try, were  only  calculated  for  the  meridian 
of  defpotifm — But  thefe,  with  various  other 
articles,  I  muft  leave  to  be  difcufied  by 
others^  hoping  they  will  engage  the  lerious 
attention  of  my  couhtrymen. 

I  cannot  however  help  remarking    with 
pleafure,  that  the  French  have  not  only  fet 
us  an  example,  but  that  they  are  following 
the  example  we  had  fo  long  fet  them,  in 
what  is  moft  laudable.    They  are  copying 
feme  of  our  beft  civil  inftitutions.     I  will 
Mily   mention   one,    which    we  fonnerfy 
thought  ineftimable.  Trial  by  jtJRY.    I 
muft  exprels  my  warmeft  wiihes,  that  nd 
)>retence  of  improving  the  revenue,    no 
oonfideration  whatever^  may   induce    the 
French  l^iilatora  to  att«npt,or  the  Frendi 

^  Our  Britifh  merchants^  who  knew  what  law  was  tm^ 

dkr  tile  alJ  government^  have  reafoa  to  he  tbankfiil  for  di# 
Dew  fydem. 

The  concilucory  tribunals,  or  courts  of  arbitration  havi9 
been  attended  with  iHe  moft  defirable  efiefts.  Thofc  for 
Birts  lately  reported,  that  out  of  eight  dioufand  ind  fit 
ctuft^t  riibmitted  to  their  jurifdidiont  diey  had  accomiDb^ 
1)^^  four  thouf^ind  i^vo  hundre4  tadfiftj-nine. 

people 
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people  to  fuffer,  thofe  encroachments  which 
have  been  made  on  this  inftitution  in  our. 
own  country,  at  various  periods,  and  efpe- 
cially  during  the  prefent  adminidration. 

There  is  one  remaining  article,  which  I 
could  wilh  to  proclaim  not  only  to  this 
empire,  but  if  it  were  poflible  to  all  the 
empires  of  the  world :  I  m^an  that  which 
rdates  to  the  conne6iion  of  the  French 
with  other  nations.  **  The  French  nation 
'^  renounces  the  undertaking  of  any  war 
*^  with  a  view  to  make  conquefts,  and  will 
**  never  employ  its  fcnrces  againft  the  liberty 
*^  of  any  people*. 

The  memorial  of  the  prefent  Aflembly^ 
lately  fent  to  fordgn  courts,  may  be  con^ 
iidered  as  a  comment  on  this  artk:le«  Let 
thofe  who  have  leifure  and  opportunity^ 
turn  over  the  numerous  volumes  of  (lata 
papers,  which  have  been  publilhed  to  the 
world ;  and  if  they  can  find  oke  in  which 
the  principles  of  Hbarty,  philofophy,  and 
Chriflianity  are  fo  happily  united,  let  them 
for  the  honour  of  (iatefmen  produce  it. 
The  French  memorial  ftiould  be  written  in 
capitals  of  gold — Or  rather  it  (hould  be 

*  Gonilitution,  p.  90 

engraven 
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chgraven  in  indelible  chara6lers  on  the 
heart  of  every  rational  creature/ 
-  When  I  refleia:  on  the  nature  and  effedls 
of  war  *.  When  I  confider  the  fpirit  of 
conqueft  which  animated  the  old  French 
government — ^When  I  farther  refle6l  on 
the  wars  which  have  almoft  continually  en- 
gaged this  country ;  that  during  the  pre- 
fent  reign,  we  have  fpent  one  hundred  and 
forty  millions  of  principal,  exclufive  of  many 
millions  of  intereft  ;  that  we  have  facrificed 
hundreds  of  thoufands  of  lives,  and  fhed 
oceans  of  blood  ;  for  which  we  have  gain** 
ed — Nothing  —  Muft  not  my  heart  be 
infehfible  did  it  not  beat  high  with  gra- 
titude to  thofe  legiflators,  the  firft  in  the 
whole  world  who  have  had  the  refolution, 
the  virtue,  the  greatnefs^  and  the  good- 
nefs,  to  declare  that  they  will  never  draw 
the  fword,  but  when  duty  copipels  them 
in  defence  of  their  own  invaluable  privi- 
leges. Light  now  begins  to  dawn  on  thofe 
ancient  prediftions,  which  point  to  that 
happy  period,  when  men  Ihall  be  other- 
wire   employed   than  in  promoting  eacU 


«  it 


War  is  a  game,  which  were  their  fubjcfts  wire^ 
"  Kings  (hould  not  play  at."  Cowper. 


Others 


Others  deftru6lion  ;  when  fwdrds  Ihall  be 
beat  into  ploiigh-fliares,  and  fpears  into 
pruning-hooks ;  when  nation  (hall  not  lift 
up  fword  againft  nation,  neither  (hall  the 
people  learn  war  any  more. 

Such  have  been  the  principles,  and  fuch 
the  PROCEEDINGS  of  the  legiflators  of  France. 
That  thefe  Saviours  of  their  country  fhould 
have  been  violently  oppofed  by  thofe  who 
were  the  known  and  declared  enemies  of 
the  rights  of  men — ^That  defpots  Ihould 
ftand  aghaft ;  or  that  they  fhould  unite  in 
endeavouring  to    preferve  their  unlawful 
dominion,  cannot  excite  furprife.    But  that 
a  nation,  whofe  conftitution  is  founded  on 
the    principles    of  freedom ;  whofe  Sove-* 
reign  reigns  in  virtue  of  the  law,  "  the 
"  expreflion  of  the  general  will" — ^That  in 
this  country  there  fhould  be  found  men 
who  behold  their  former  enemies,  but  their 
prefent  friends,  with  envy  or  indignation 
—That  a   member  of  the  Britifh  fenate 
fhould  employ  all  his  talents  in  vilifying  the 
regenerators  of  the  human  race — This  furely 
can  never  be  too  often  lamented  *• 

li  Mr. 

•  It 'is  not  only  the  li'berties  of  France,  but  thofe  of 
other  countries  to  which  Mr.  Burke  appears  a  determined 

enemjr. 


Mr.  Burke  has  not,  however,  contented, 
himfelf  with  exprefilng  his  own  opinions 

oa 

enemy,  tn  a  late  account  of  the  revolution  in  Liege,  pu- 
bliflied  by  the  Pniflian  minifter,  we  are  informed ;  That 
the  people,  till  the  lad  century,  were  under  a  free  govern* 
mentv  afid  had  the  privilege  of  choofmg  their  own  reprefen*.- 
tatives,  but  that  they  were  at  length  deprived  of  it.  That 
the  clergy  were  in  poffeffion  of  two  thirds  of  the  land- 
ed property ;  and  that  the  country  was  in  a  fad  flate  of 
flavery.  To  this  we  may  add  the  late  Mr,  Howard's  ac- 
count of  fome  of  the  ftate  prilbns..  ^<  In  detbendiag  ^iei^p 
<^  below  ground  (fays  the  philanthropic)  J  heard  the  moans 
*'  of  the  miferable  wretches  in  the  dark  dungeons.  The 
*'  fides  and  roof  were  all  ftone.  In  wet  feafons  water  from 
"  fofles  gets  into  them,  and  greatly  damages  the  floors, 
^^  The  dungeons  in  the  new  prifons  are  abodes  of  mifeipf 
**  ftill  tiwre  fliockii^,  and  confinement  in  them  fo  ova* 
«  powers  human  nature,  as  fometimes  irrecoverably  to 
^*  take  away  the  fenfes.  I  heard  the  cries  of  the  dilhadled 
**  as  I  went  down  to  them."  After  fuch  accounts  we  need 
not  wonder  at  the  attempt  of  the  Li^oiis  to  recover  die3r 
free  government.  They  aded,  however,  with  caution 
and  calmnefs.  Without  touching  the  property  of  the 
clergy,  they  only  required  the  reftoration  of  their  civfl 
jprivilej^s.  The  Prince  Biftiop  (the  churchman  and  the 
ftatefman  unit^)  after  aSentihg  to  what  was  propofed, 
quitted  the  calUe,  and  breaking  his  engagements,  ceturnedl 
with  an  armed  force,  provided  by  the  chamber  of  Wetzla^ 
and  the  emperor,  to  which  the  Liegois  were  obliged  un«> 
conditionally  to  fubmit.  The  people  have  fince  been  ruled 
ifirith  a  more  tyrannic  fway  than  before.  Muft  not  hu* 
manity  drop  a  tear  over  their  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  rc^ 

coTor 
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on  the  affairs  of  France.  He  calls  upon  all 
the  fovefeig^s  of  Europe  to  unite  inone  com- 
raon  caufe ;  to  fupprefs  the  prefent  newly 
eftablilhed  government.  He  has  done  thi& 
yvith  a  wicked  malignance,  which  one  would 
have  thought  it  almoft  impoflible  the  heart 
of  man  could  harbour*  To  dccomplifli  his 
purpofe,  he  has  reprefehted  the  authouirs 
of  the  French  revolution  in  fuch  a  light, 
that  the  man  who  believes  him,  muft  have  a 
"worfe  opinion  of  human  nature  than  I  find 
it  at  prefent  poffible  to  have.  He  not  only 
charafterizes  the  National  Aflembly  as  a 
^*  College  of  fanatics,  armed  for  the  propa-^ 
gatbn  of  the  principles  of  ^iTaifinatioiit 
robbery^  rebdllipn,  fraud,  ikiStion,  oppre& 
^'fion,  and  impiety,''  but  farther  repre- 
fents  them  as  having  no  defign  in  propa- 
gating thefe  principles,  but  merely  to  in- 
dulge their  awn  wicked  difpofitions*  •*  They 

cover  their  liberties  ?  But  what  fays  Mr.  Burke.  "  Thf 
'« chamber  of  Wetzlar  has  rcftored  the  biftiop  of  Liege, 

"  UNJUSTLY    DISPOSSESSED     BY    THE    REBELLION     Of 

*^  HIS  SUBJECTS.**  (Second  Letter,  p.  20.)  And  this  ex- 
mnple  he  holds  up  to  the  different  courts  of  Europe,  urg- 
ing them  to  follow  it  with  refpeft  to  France.  Such  ars 
Che  fentimentSy  and  fuch  is  the  advide  of  a  BitXTiSH 

gjBNATp^i 

I  i  a  *'  are 
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"  are  modern  philofophers,  which  wherlyott 
"  fay  of  them,  you  exprefs  every  thing  that 
"  is  Ignoble,  favage,  and  hard  hearted/' 
'*  They  do  not  commit  crimes  for  their  de- 
**  figns>  but  they  form  defigns  that  they 
**  may  commit  crimes.  It  b  not  their  ne* 
"  ceflity  but  their  nature  that  impels  them/* 
Such  is  Mr,  Burke's  language ! 
.  Whether  fuch  monfters  as  thefe  are 
Jbe  found  in  all  God's  vifible  creation,  I  own 
I  have  my  doubts.  I  can  hardly  bring 
inyfelf  to  imagine  that  Nero,  Caligula,  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  or.  Mr.  Burke,  Ihould 
have  formed  defigns  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
committing  cfimes  to  which  they  were  im- 
pelled, not  by  neceflity,  but  by  nature* 
Whether  Mr.  B.  drew  this  portrait  of  per- 
fe6l  depravity,  from  what  he  obferved  in 
the  French,  or  from  what  he  difcovered  in 
his  own  heart,  I  mull  leave  others  to  de- 
termine. With  fuch  a  dreadful  opinion, 
however,  of  the  French  nation  ^  it  is  ridt  be 
wondered  that  he  Ihould  wifti  it  almoft 
obliterated  from  the  face  of  the  eatth,  and 
that  in  his  propofed  conqueft^,  he  fhould 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  exercife  of  that 
mercy,  which  humanity  would  v/i{h  to 
ihew  even  to  favages.    "  If  ever  a  foreigfl 

^  ^^  prince/' 
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*^  jM'ince,''  fays  this  Cbrijtian  State/man,  '^en^ 
"  ters  into  France,  he  muft  enter  it  as  into 
f'  a  country  of  affaffins.  The'  mode  of  civi- 
^'  lized  war  will  not  be  pra6Hfed,  nor  are 
p  the  French,  who  a6l  on  the  prefen^  fyf- 
-i*  tem,  entitled  to  expedl  h*/-  So  that  if 
the  fovereigns  of  Europe  follow  the  advice 
here  fiiggefted,  they  will  not  invade  France 
with  a  view  to  conquer  the  country,  but 
to  flaughter  its  inhabitants.  Perhaps  fuch 
language  may  force  us,  in  fpite  of  our  fen- 
timents  and  feelings,  to  acknowledge  that 
there  may  be  a  creature  in  the  world,  "  who 
<*  forms  defigns  that  he  may  commit  crimes, 
<*  to  which  nature  and  not  neceffity  com- 
<«  pels  him/'  If  there  is  fuch  an  infernal 
m  human  fhape,  God  grant  he  tnaybe  a 
^nique  in  the  whole  creation. 

While  1  however  feel  that  indignation 
whidi  I  cannot  exprefs  on  reading  fuch 
fentiments ;  I  cannot  but  at  the  fan[ie  time 
earneftly  wilh  to  find  out  fome  apology 
for  their  authour.  But  the  only  apology 
I  can  meet  with  is  the  one  lately  fuggefted 
by  fome  of  our  monthly  critics,  vvho  inform 
p  that  "  Mr.  Burke  does  not  mean  what  he 

:  f  JButkc's  Second  icmr,  p.. 20.  28.  45,,  •, 

lis  feys.*' 


fays/'  Unhappily  this  expreffion  k  appli^^ 
not  only  to  his  prefent,  hut  to  his  former- 
fentiments.  What  opinion  muft  we  forra 
of  a  man  whofe  writings  are  fuch,  that  wq 
can  only  apologize  for  the  bad,  by.  taking 
away  the  merit  from  the  good :  by  fuppof** 
ing  their  authom*  an  hypocrite. 

Whea  refle6ling  on  this  fubjeft,  the  fen-r 
tinpEent  has  foipetimes  ftruck  my  mind, 
"  Great  wits  are  nearly  allied  to  madnefs  ;' 
and  I  have  fufpe6led  whether  in  the  prefent 
inftance,'  the  wildnefs  of  imagination,  and 
the  diforder  of  the  paffions,  have  no^  pro- 
duced frenzy.  One  might  almoft  fuppofe, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
difcovered,  and  had  for  fome  time  paft  been 
living  on  that  root  we  read  of  in  Macbeth  ; 
*'  The  infane  root,  which  takes  the  reafon; 
^^  prifoner  r'  or  that  he  had  imbibed  a  l^|?ge 
portion  of  "  the  hot  alembick  (^  hell,'^* 
^  which  he  fays,  is  in  another  kingdom,  ^f  boil- 
"  ing  fo  furioufly." 

Happy,  inexpreflibly  happy,  will  it  bei 
for  him,  if  ther  predi6lion  of  fome  of  hisr 
opponents,  that  his  name  and  his  writipgsi 
will  in  a  few  years  be  buried  in  oblivion, 
fliould  be  fulfilled.  But  this  is  improbable. 
When  we  confider  the  caofe  he  h^  vilified ; 
.      •  the 


tht  language  he  has  ufed ;  t^e  mtfreprd^nt^ 
ations  and  fallhoods  he  has  advanced,  and 
continued  from  edition  to  edition^  many  of 
which  are  yet  unexppfed ;  when  we  find 
that  he  is  now  prepa]|H|ng  a  UMmUmfelfy  by 
coUedling  all  his  contra4i<^ory  works  inta 
one  edition ;  not  only  the  prefent,  but  futiu^ 
ages  will  read,  reflect,  and  be  loft  in  aftonifh- 
ment.  He  is,  to  all  appearance,  "^  ^anined  to 
«•  everlafting  fame  \\  and  it  is  weH  if  any 
jnethod  can  be  found  out  to  fave  his^  cha-« 
raster.  Let  me  indulge  a  hope  ofn  ^he 
fubjedl/ 

It  has  been  ohferved  with  refpe6l  to  the 
greateft  and  beft  men  the  world  has  ever 
known,  that  there  i\ill  have  been  Ibme  dark* 
fpots  difcovered  in  them,  to  convince  us[ 
they  were  hut  men.  We  may  likewife  obr 
ferve,  that  with  refpe6l:  to  perfons  of  ^ 
contrary  defa-iption,  there  ftill  have  beeil 
difcovered  fome  bright  fpots,  to  remind  us' 
that  they  wei^e  yet  men.  In  the  prefent 
inftance;  when  we  recoUedl  the  excellent 
fentinients  in  fome  of  the  writings  of  Mr^ 
Burke ;  when  we  re^d  his  incomparable 
addrefs  to  the  freemen  of  Briflol  on  the 
lofs  of  his  election  ;  when  we  behold  himg 
however  inconfiftent^  a  friend  to  the  op^ 
I  i  ^  prelfed 
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pre(&d  Africans ;  we  find  fome  relief  and 
are  not  without  hope  that  he  may  be  brought 
to  reafon,  and  to  ferious  confidaation ;  and 
that  when  he  prppwly  T€/Re£ts  on  the  hor- 
rid tendency  of  his  late  writings,  convi6tion 
may  flafh  oh  his  confcience,  and  compel 
him  to  follow  the  example  of  the  ancient 
patriarch ;  "  abhor  himfelf,  and  repent  in 
^'duft  and  allies  r 

Without  this  repentance,  nothing  can  feve 
his  memory  from  deteftation.  Should  he 
appear  to  perfevere  in  bis  late  fentiraents  to 
the  clofe  of  life,  what  muft  be  the  fentence 
of  the  impartial  biftofian  ?  it  muft  be  fome- 
thing  fimilar  to  that  which  hais  been  pafled 
by  a  celebrated  critic  on  the  wwks  of  the 
witty,  but  the  wicked  Congreve  ;  "  if  fome 
«  of  his  writings  diA  not  in  his  laft  hours 
**  raqk  his  confcience  With  remorfe,  he  rnuH 
«  have  been  dead  to  all  fenfe  pf  religion  and 
**  virtue!" 

And  what  are  the  trifling  temporary  re- 
wards which  Mr,  Burke  expe6ls  for  his  la- 
bours? Does  he  feekthe,confidence  of  his  So- 
vereign? It  is  true  he  now  teaches  ixs  to  "  ^oo^ 
^  upwithawetokijigs,'^andnotbingfeen3Sto 
irritate  his  fenfibility  more  than  the  idfea  of  a 
monarcb"beidg  hurled  fromhis  throne."  But 
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ijnot  the  treatment  of  hisownSovereignfrefl^ 
in  the  memory  of  the  whole  nation  ?  At  that 
4ifmal  period  when  every  loyal  heart  was  &d 
qn  account  of  an  awful  vifitation  of  provi-  . 
iience;  when  the;  Hqufe  of  Commons  wiftied 
Xp  treat  affli6ted  majesty  with  all  poffibk  ref;- 
pe6l ;  how  did  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman then  inftrii6l  us. in  our  duty?   If 
there  is  ^  perfon  of  feeling  livho  does  not  re- 
collect, wiU  npt  his  foul  be  **  harrowed  up^^ 
when  h§  reads,  that  at  fuch  a  period  there 
was  a  mar>  who  could  daringly,  in  the  midft 
of  the  great  fenate  of  the  natioQ,  exciaim, 
V  Omnipotence .  has   hurled  the   monarch 
*f  from  his  throne ;  t^o  Ihew  him  refpe6i;  is  ta 
**  make  a  mockery  of  him,  putting  a  crown  of 
^*  thorns  on  his  head,  a  reed  in  his  hand,  and 
y  dreiling  him' in  a  raiment  of  purple,  to  cry 

V  HAIL  KING  OF  THE  BRITISH'.**'    Not   COn- 

*'  tent  with  this,  the  fame  man  fearched 
through  mad  houfes  that  he  might  oaku- 
late  the  chances  againft  his  Sovereign's  reco- 
very ;  and  afterwards  exprefled  himfelf  in 
terms  too  horrid  to  be  repeated ; .  and  which 
tnade  many  lament  he  had  not  been  confi- 
ned in  one  of,  the  bedlams  he  had  been  ran-« 

.   *  Parliamentajy  Regifleir  for  1789.  p.  419. 

facking ; 


fecking ;  fiich  w^  the  fear  of  his  firiends 
left  he  Ihould  raife,  if  poffible,  new  horrors 
in  the  bread  of  every  member  in  the  houfe, 
that  they  |»revented  him  by  main  ferce  from 
farther  venting  his  ravings. 

And  furely  our  Sovereign  can  never  forget, 
that  Mr.  Burke  has  lately  endeavoured  to 
dfefttoy  the  only  juft  title  which  any  king  can 
liave  to  a  crown,  tbe  choice  of  a  jne  people. 
Although  his  majesty's  benevolent  and  for- 
^ving  difpofitioh,  may  induce  him  to  be 
reconciled  to  one  who  has  fo  cruelly  in- 
fttlted  him,  yet  he  can  never  admit,  the 
roan  to  his  confidence,  whorhas  attempt- 
ed to  undermine  thofe  principles  which' 
&ated  his  iUuftrioos  anceilors  and  him-- 
Iblf  on  the  throne. 

In  fuch  a  fituation  Mr.  Burke  may  be  fuf- 
fered  tso  appear  at  a  levee^  or  admitted,  per- 
haps, to  the  honour  of  an  audience:  he  may 
ride  occafionally  to  Windfor,  put  on  the 
court  uniform,  walk  upon  the  terrace,  ba(k 
ifi  the  fmiles,  and  enjoy  the  converiation 
of  ifoyilty.  Hfe  may  confider  the  favour 
ihewn  him  on  thefe  occafions  as  prcJofs  of 
foi^ivenefs^  but  ocmfidence  he  can  neyei? 
expe6t. 

Does  Mr.  Burke  wifli  for  a  feat  in  the 

cabinet? 
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pabinet?    Tibot    feems    equally    ini{lrolMr 
ble.    Every  man  will  sdilow  Mr.  Pitt  tp  be 
a  complete  modern  politician,  and  muft  have 
noticed  the  various  exertions  of  his  abUities,i 
to  trim  the  minifterial  balance  m  fuch  a 
manner  j  as  may  tend  inoft  effedlually  to  the 
prefervation  of  his  places  and  his  influence^ 
Whatever  may  be  his  mn  fentiments,  or 
however  his  hirelings  may  be  employed  to 
traduce  the  French  revolution,  it  is  impoffi-f 
ble  he  Ihoukl  eyer  admit  to  his  confidence 
a  man,  who  would  involve  all  the  courts  o£ 
Europe  in  a  war  with  France.  Mr.  Pitt  will 
never  run  the  rilk  of  lofing  his  place  and 
his    head   by   provoking  a  great    and  a 
loyal  people  to  refiftance,  a  lawful  refift-< 
ance,  to  the  payment  of  taxes  impofed  to 
carry  on  a  quixotic  expedition, .  for  the 
purpofe  of  fubjugating  a  great  empare  to 
the  yoke  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  tyranny^, 
if  Mr,  B.  is  therefore  admitted  to  A  minify 
terisl  levee,  or  invited  to  a  minifteriil  dinner, 
thdTe  are  all  the  favours  he  canexpe6l:  from 
our  prefent  premier.  With  refpedl  tpllxe  com- 
munity in  general,  it  b  impoflible  they fhould 
pay  any  attention,  to  what  fojlly  and  wicked- 
nefe  lias  with  fuch  unexampled  virulence 
fuggefted.    On  the  contrary,  my  country- 
men, 
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MEN,  J  trufl:  that  fo  far  from  deprecating< 
you  \vill  foll6w  the  example  of  the  French 
in  forae  at  leaft  of  the  pathis  which  I  have 
now  let  before  you.  Forgive  any  repetiti- 
ons m  my  parting  addrefs  to  ypp,  for  moft 
aifuredly  the  fubj^dt  is  of  the  great^ft  im^ 
portance. 

I  am  fenfible  of  the  difadvantage  with 
which  any  one,  under  our  prefent  circum-r 
fiances,  prefumes  to  prefs  the  important 
point  of  national  reformation.  The  prefent 
flouriftiing  ftate  of  our  finances,  the  increaf? 
of  our  commerce,  the  influx  of  riches ;  thefe 
we  are  told,  are  fuch  circumftances  of  na-» 
tional  happinefs,  that  it  would  be  folly  to 
attempt  any  change  in  our  general  fyftem. 
^*  We  are  Very  w6ll  off,  and  we  want  na 
H  change.''    Such  is  the  language  of  many. 

Had  I  not  already  too  long  intruded  on  my 
read^^,  I  might  make  fome  obfervations  on 
the  prefent  ftate  of  our  revenue,  and  of  our 
commercial  concei'ns.  I  might  enquire  on 
what  is  our  national  fecurity  fotinded?  I 
might  difcufs  the  queftions.  Are  not  our 
Eaftern  and  Weftern  pofleffions  in  a  preca- 
rious ftate  ?  Is  not  a  confiderable  part  of  our 
revenue  the  produce  of  guilt?  Is  not  our 
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fMiper  tilirciiiation  not  bnly  immenfe,  but 
continually  ehcre^fing  ?  Does  not  our  whote 
profperity  reft  upon  bur  qnedit*?  Have  we 
fi  rational  profpe6l  of  our  debt  oi:  our  taxei 
being  in  any  confidei'able  degree  dimiiiifh-^ 
cd  ?  Is  not  France  ftudying,  and  entering 
into  the  fpirit  of  thofe  principles,  which 
JiavB  produced  the  beft  part  of  our  profpe- 
rity? Perhapswerethefefubje6isirapartiSally 
confidered,  the  advice  might  not  be  imfuit- 
able ;  ^  Be  not  high  minded,  tut  fear  V^  But 
Avaving  thefe  topics,  I  am  willing  to  allow 
thatat  prefent  the  nation  is  in  many  refpedls 
in  a  iiouriftiing  fituation ;  and  nothing  pre- 
vents, me  from  congratulating  my  countryr 
men,  but  my  not  being  able  fatisfaiSlorily  to 

♦  There  Is  a  myftery  in  the  manner  of  eftabliflitag  and 
Tupporting  fome  of  our  country  banks,  which  puzzles 
many  of  our  mercantile  people.  Some  of  the  London  ban- 
kers, it  is  well  known,  when  they  can  find  a  reputable 
iJhopkecper  willing  to  open  a  bank  in  a  town  where  there  is 
hot  one  drcady,  offer,  if  the  undertaking  does  not  fucceed, 
to  be- at  the  whole  6{  the  expenoe  ;  and  if  it  does,  to  allow 
four  per  cent  intcreft  on  all  money  lodged  in  their  hands; 
and  this  at  the  time  when  our  public  ftinds  yield  little  more 
than  three  per  cent.  This  paper  manoeuvering  may  laft  as 
long  as  our  credit  is  fo  high  as  it  is  at  prefent;  but  fliould 
any  thing  happen  to  check  it,  God  only  knows  what  may 
be.  the  confequences. 

anfwer 


t    4^    3 

Mifwer  this  quellion:   ^*  What  nfe  do  we 
*^  mtend  making  of  our  profperity  ?" 

^*  We  are  very  well  offi  and  we  want  no 
^  change/*  And  is  it  poffible  that  «ven  iitr 
feifibility  itfelf  ihould  ufe  fiich  language  I 
Are  not  the  £a^  I  have  firithfully  fet  before 
you  in  this  book  indifputable  ?  Are  not  the 
foundation  principles  of  our  cois^tutioa^ 
and  ^  all  good  govemm^cit  d^ided  and  re*- 
l^obated  by  numbers,  both  in  and  out  cf 
Admini(\ration  ?  Is  hot  the  nobleft  part  of 
our  conftitutbn,  our  reprefentatioid,  jk>  car^ 
trupted,  that  it  is  a  nationaLopprpbciumJp 
is  not  our  church'fti  degenerat^^  d^titis 
ti  difgraeeto  chriftknityt  Is  not  our  toknt^ 
tion  a  precarious  ^qnnivance ;  and  are  not 
thoufaiids  of  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjefts 
deprived  of  their  privileges,  and  expofed  to 
the  horrors  of  penal  laws?  Are  not  our 
national  vices  on  the  increafe  ^  Is  not  th6 
main  body  of  the  people  corrupt  ?  1  appeal 
to  the  evidence  I  have  produced,  and  I  will 
venture  to  affirm  that  all  thefe  melancholy 
queftions  muft,  by  the  difpaffionateand  the 
ferious,  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
natural  inference   then   is,    We  are  i»t 

VERY  WELL  OFF,  AND  WE  DO  WANT  A  MOSt 
>IATERIAL  CHANGE. 
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The  pird^rity  we  now  enjoy  is  the  kind 
sn4  merciful  voice  of  provideiite,  which  caHs 
a  vidoiiis  and  a  ^ilty  nation^  to  repentance 
and  refiarmation.  We  may  coai^der  >tl)e 
prefent  penod,  as  an.  accepted  tixhe^  a^day 
£>f  iahration;  if  we  negledl  to  impirove  ifc, 
hsLwe  Vie  a  fight  to  expe6t  it  Ihould  be 
lei^thened  ?  Wese  we  not  in  this  profper^ 
oas  fituation  ;  were  we  expofed  to  all  the 
calamities  of  war,.foniething  plaufible  might 
be  urged,  rafpe^ting  the  difficulty  of  pro^ 
{lerly  attending  to  objedls  of  fuch  import^* 
ance  bs  I  have  mentioned.  During  the 
late  war,  I  wias  reqiiefted  to  fign  a  pa- 
tition  for  a  reform  of  parlmment.  My 
fsply  was,  «*  This  affair  is  of  too  great 
**  magnitiide  for  us  to  attend  to  in  x)ur  pre- 
**  fent  fituatbn  ;  We  are  now  fighting  for 
•*  our  exiftence.  Let  us  if  poffible  get  rid 
"  of  our  enemies,  and  then  let  us  purfue  the 
**  important  obje6l  by  every  means  in  our 
^*  power/'  I  was  then  a  very  young  man, 
and  had  not  properly  confidered,  that  the 
moft  important  leffons  are  feldom  learnt  ei* 
ther  by  individuals  or  by  nations,  except 
i»ithe  fisvere  fchool  of  adverfity . 

We  have  no  excufe  for  jiegle6ling  the 

prefent 


I 


t  4^  3 
^prefenl  opportunity.  Should  we  howevw 
bedeterinined  to  prfeferve  all  out  riumberleft 
torruptidns— (hbuld  our  riches  Confirm  i^ 
in  our  bbftinacy ;  :we  ttiay  juftly  fear  left  thfe 
fame  ruin  fhould  overwhelm  usj  which 
has  oVterwheimed  all  the  great  nations  of 
antiquity;  left  the  threatriihg  denotuic- 
«i  by  God  againft.  his  ancient  people 
ihould  be  denounced  againft  us;  I  will 
•tuRSE  YOUR  blessings!  Let  us  trem- 
ble, left  we  ftibiild  exemplify  the  obfervatiwi 
of  the  wife  man,  applicable  t6  nations  as 
well  as  to  indi^riduals :  the  prosperity  of 
fools  shall  destroy  them;       / 

I  addrefs  myfelf  to  britons,  to  a  people 
who  have  ever  profeffed  to  regard  their  li- 
berties as  their  birth-right,  and  who  have 
valued  their  conftitution  only  as  it  has  ferved 
to  fecure  and  extend  thofe  liberties.  I  will 
not  again  recall  to  your  minds  the  language 
or  the  fcondu^  of  your  glorious  anceftors, 
but  I  will  defire  you  to  recolle6t  your  own 
language,  your  own  condu6t.  It  is  not 
many  years  lince  that  you  thought  your 
privileges  invaded  by  a  wicked  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  an  abandoned  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.   With  one  voice  you  demanded  re- 
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.drefs.    The  citizens  of  ,Lon!don  in  particular 
in  the  prefence  of  majesty  itfelf,  declared 
;their  fentiments  and  refolutions  in  a  man- 
ner never  to  be  forgotten ;  thus  they  addref- 
fed  the  throne:  "  The  forms. of  the  conflitUT 
"  tion,  like  thofe  of  religion,  were  not  efta- 
*'  bliflied  for  the  form's  fake,  but  for  the 
*^  (ubdance ;  and  we  call  God  and  men  to 
**  witnefs,  that  as  we  do  not  owe  our  liber- 
**  ty  to  thofe  nice  and  fubtle  diftin6lions, 
"  which  places  and  penfionsy  and  lucrative 
."  employments  have .  iavented ;   fo  neither 
**  will  we  be  deprived  of  it  by  them ;  but 
^*  as  it  was  gained  by  the  ftern  virtue  of  our. 
**anoeftors,  by  the  virtue  of  their  defcen- 
**  dants  it  Ihall  be  preferved  */' 

But  it  is  iK)t  only  your  late,  but  your 
prejent  conduct  which  induces  me  tQ 
hope  you  will  be  thoroughly  awakened 
to  a  fenfe  of  duty.  You,  my  countrymen, 
are  at  this  moment  exhibiting  a  glorious  ^ 
propf  of  manly  and  virtuous  fentiments, 
by    demanding,  with  one  voice,  the  abo- 

•  Addrefs  of  the  Livery  to  the  King.     March  1770I 
Let  it  be  recoUedled,  that  this  addrefs  was  preftnted  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  when  our  funds  were  nearly  as 
high  as  they  now  are,  when  our  taxeis  were  miny  millions ' 
fefs,  and  our  land  tax  only  three  ihiliings  in  the  pound. 
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lifion  of  that  national  difgrace^  the  Slavi:  ' 

TRADE.  Youhaveonlyitherefore,tobecon- 
jliftent..  A6t  in  a  fimiliar  manner  refpe£Hng 
otheSr  great  and  important  obje6ls^  And  be 
i#ired  that  if  you  are  firm,  united^  and 
perfevering,  no  minifter^  however  unprin** 
dpled  or  hypoaritical,  no  Hoafe  of  Lorcfes 
or  Commons,  however  Idft  to  all  ferifeef 
digi)ity  or  virti^  can  long  tefift  your  d^ 
mands.  Shqtild  the  whole  phalanx*  of  cbf^ 
rnptioi;!  prefume  to  declare^  **  We  are  firm  in 
our  determiimtion  to.  prefqrve  all  the  aiyiife^ 
pfour  conftitution/^  you  have  oaily  to  reply*; 
f*  We  are  firm  iq  our  detarmination  to  have 
•tb^n  annihilated/'  The  voicd  of  the  peo^ 
pie  muft  prevail ;  thofe  who  affe6i  fo  def- 
pife  it,  will  one  4^  tremble  A^  late  ne^ 
gociation  ^fibrds  you  a  moft  inftttr^Hvte 
lefibri.  You  now  fee  th^re  arem«n;wb6 
in  a  bad  c^ufe,  can  be  the  gt^t^ft  bltff^ 
terers ;  and  yet  when  the^  meet  With  vir- 
tuous refelutioji  to  oppofe  them,  and  they 
fear  their  places  are  in  danger,  thefe^  men 
|hrink  into  the  pooreft  poltroons.  You 
liave  then  nothing  to  fear  firort  your  ene- 
mies ;  you  have  every  thing  to  hope  from 
yoiir  own  exertions, 
I  addrefe  myfelf  to  Christians  .  «*  Ye 

are 


«  are  the  fait  of  tiie  ewrth,  Iwt  if  ifeefelt 
*<  hftve  icrfl  Hs  fiayour,  wherewith  (ha^l  |t 
<^  be  fdlted  ?"  If  you  fall  in  with  ithe  ftreaja 
€f  of  corrHptiw— -If  you  adopt  tfeq  3»o*^ 
guage  ;  **  We  are  very  well  off,  we  waat  no 
"  change'' — If  you  eii)bra$)e  the  fenti^ient^ 
that  accurfed  fentinient,  iwhich  ruios  fo 
many  iii  this  worlds  and  damns  theoi  in 
the  world  to  come,  riches  are  the 
CRITERION  OF  HAPPINESS — SuTely  the  ten- 
guage  whidi  was  addreffed  to  the  cburcli 
at  Laodecea^  may  be,  with  equal  propiiety* 
addrdTed  to  you :  "  Thou  fayeft,  I  am  rich 
«*  and  encreafed  with  goods^  and  have  aeed 
^  of  nothing  ;  and  knoweft  not  that  tljou 
^^  art  wretched  afloid  miferahle^  and  poort 
♦*  and  blind,  and  naKed/' 

But  I. hope  better  things^  becaufe/I  am 
p^uaded^  th»t  the  criminal  fupinene&  of 
many  proceeds  principally  from  want  of 
confideration*  When  I  look  at  fcnne  of  my 
friends  in  priyate  life— rWhen  I  behold 
the^  adorned  with  all  thofe  virtues  which 
make  men  happy  in  themfelves,  and  a  bleiling 
to  all  around  them— While  on  the  one 
baud  dt  is  my  endeavour  humbly  tp  imitate 
them-j— Will  they  forgive  me  on  the  other 
for  preffing  upon  them  the  important 
K  2  advice 
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lature  on  the  other — Our  conftitution— 
Our  king — ^Our  church — Our  liberties — Our 
laws,  ihould  be  involved  in  one  common  ruin. 
The  only  poffible  way  to  preferve  them  is, 
A  REFORMATION ;  which  if  not  efFedled,  we 
muft  then  be  forced  to  a  remedy,  which 
may  prove  almoft  as  defperate  as  the  difeafe 

—A  REVOLUTION  ! 
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